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ADVERTISEMENT. 






X HE events related in the following 
pages, naturally became a frequent fubjedl of 
converfation with my children and my friends. 
They felt fo much fatisfaftion at the accounts 
which I gave them, that they repeatedly urged 
me to commit the whole to paper; and their 
afFedionate partiality induced them to fuppofe, 
JJiat the narrative would be, not only agree- 
aole to them, but interefting to the public. In 
complying with their folicitations, I am far from 
being confident that the fuccefs of my efforts 
willjultify their hopes: I truft, however, that 
too much will not be expected, in regard to 
literary compofition, from a perfon whofe life 
has been principally devoted to the duties of a 
foldier and the fervice of his country — and that 
a fcrupulous adherence to truth will compenfate 
for many blemifhes in ftyle and arrangement. 
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 



LETTER I. 

■ ■ ■ ' I ■ ■ ■ ■ 



My dear Frederick, 

1 HE tendernefs of a fond father's heart 
wimoniflies me, that I fhould but poorly requite the 

SAionatc folicitude you have fo often expreffed, to 
omc acquainted with the particulars of my journey- 
over land to India, if I any longer with-held from, you 
tn account of that fmgular and eventful period of my 
life. I confefs to you, my dear boy, that often when 
I have endeavoured to amufe you with the leading in- 
cidents and extraordinary vicimtudes of fortune which 
chequered the whole of that ferics of adventures, and 
obferved the eager attention with which, young though 
you were, you liftened to the recital, the tender, fcn- 
fibilky you difclofed at fome paflages, and the earned 
defire you expreffed that " I (hould the whole relate,'* 
I have felt an almofl irrefiflible impulfe to indulge you 
with an accurate and faithful narrative, and have more 
than once fat down at my bureau for the purpofe : but 
fobcr and deliberate refleftion fuggefted that it was 
too foon, and that, by complying with your defire at 
fiich a very early period of your life, I fliould but, tta* 
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^ der the great end I propofed by it abortive, fhiftrate 
the inftruftion which I meant to convey, and imprefs 
the mere incident on your memory, while the moral 
deducible from it muft neceflarily evaporate, and leave 
no trace, or rather excite no idea, in a mind not fuf- 
ficiently matured for the conception of abilraft prin- 
ciples, or prepared by praftice for the deduftion of 
moral inferences. 

I am aware that there are many people, who, con- 
templating only the number of your days, would con- 
fider my undertaking this arduous talk, and oflFering it 
to your refleftion, even now, premature : but this is a 
fubjeft on which 1 have fo long and fo deliberately 
dwelt, which 1 have difculTed with fo much care, and 
examined with fuch impartiality, that I think 1 may 
be acquitted of vanity, though I fay I am competent 
to form a judgment on it. The refult of that judge- 
ment is, that I am determined to indulge you without 
further delay ; and I truft that you will not, on your 
part, render it an empty indulgence, but, on the c^p- 
trary, by, turning every circumftance to its beft ufe, by 
conyerting every feeling which thefe pages may excite 
in your heart into matter of ferious refleftion, and by 
making every event (as it happens to deferve) an ex- 
ample to promote either emulation on the one hand, 
or circumfpeftion and caution on the other, juftify me 
in that opinion of you on which I found this determi- 
nation. 

I remember, that when, at an early age, I entered 
upon that ftage of claffical education at which you arc 
now, at an earlier age, arrived — I mean, the iEneiA 
—I was not only captivated with the beautiful ftoir^ 
of the Hero, in the fecond Book, but drew certain ixn- 
ferences from parts of it, which I Ihall never forg^^t, 
and which afterwards ferved to give a direftion to t"^e 
growth of my fentiments on occafions of a fimilar naia- 
ture : above all, the filial piety of JEneas madQ a dcrr^ 
.,, ^ imprcflKJoir 
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iiriprtifibn on my mind, and, by imperceptibly ex- 
citing an emulation in my bofom, augmented confider- 
ably the natural warmth of my aflFeftion and refpeft 
for my father. It is under the recolleftion of this 
fenfation, and a firm perfuafion that your heart is fully 
as fufceptible of every tender imprcflion, and your un- 
derftanding as fit for the reception of ufeful hiftory, 
as mine was then, that I overlook your extreme youth, 
and write to you as though you were an adult. If 
there be a thing on earth of which I can boaft a per- 
fcft knowledge, it is my Frederick's heart : it has 
been the objeft of my uninterrupted ftiidy almoft fince 
it was firft capable of manifefting a fenfation ; and, if 
I am not very much miftaken in it indeed, the lively 
intereft be feels in the occurrences of his father's life, 
is the refult, not of idle curiofity, but unbounded filial 
affeftion. Such an amiable motive fhall not be difap- 
pointed in its end j and while I difcharge the duty of 
a parent in gratifying it, I fhall be encouraged and 
fuilained under my labours by the fanguine expefta- 
tion, that he will derive from my exertions the mofl 
folid advantages in his future progrefs through life. 
As thofe advantages are expefted alfo to extend to my 
dear boy John, whofe tender years difqualify him 
from making the fame immediate refleftions on the 
various fubjefts as they occur, my Frederick will 
perceive that it becomes his duty, not only as a good 
fon, but as an afFeftionate brother, to aflift and en- 
force them upon his mind, to explain to him the dif- 
ficulties, and furnifh him with his reafonings and in- 
ferences on them, fo as that they may make, as nearly 

as poflible, equal imprelfions on the heart and under- 

ilanding of both« 

" Felix quern faciunt aliena pericula cauttjin :" 

4 

^nd though few have the felicity to be warned by 
^thdlr men's misfortunes or faults, becaufc they fel- 
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dciTi m^c deep impreffions on their feelings, I am 
cc nvinccd that my fuiFerings and errors, as they will 
intcreft my Frederick's heart, and gratify his curio* 
lity, cannot fail to enlarge his underftanding, and im* 
prove his coaduft. 

I am my dear Frederick, S^(r. 

D. a 
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JlxAVING^ in compliance with your reitcra- 
ted felicitations, determined to give you a narrative of 
my journey to the Eaft Indies, and the fmgular turns 
of fortune which befel me there, I think it neceffary, 
on refleftion, to prepare you ftill further for the recep- 
tion of it, by propoiing certain terms to be ftilfilled on 
your part ; and as, in my laft, I told you that I ex*, 
pcfted you, and, with your affiftance, your brother, 
to turn my relation to a more ufeful account than the 
gratification of mere idle curiofity, by letting the mo- 
ral deducible from my errors and misfortunes ftrike 
deep and take root in. your mind — fo there are other 
things, which, though not fo extremely important, are 
too weighty to be negleScd ; to which I defire to 
direft your attention. 

I belidve you muft have already perceived, that the 
well-being of yourfelf and your brother is my firft — 1 
might, perhaps, without trefpailing much upon truth, 
fay, my only objeft in life ; that;, to the care of your 
education, and the cultivation of your mind, I exclu- 

fiveiy 
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fively devote my time and my thoughts ; and that, to 
infure your future happinefs, I would * facrifice every 
thing I have a right to difpofe of, and riik even life 
itfelf* The time, I truft, is not far diftant, when your 
brother will be as well qualified to underftand this as 
you are now — ^when both will feel alike the important 
duty it enforces on you — ^and when your only emula- 
tion will be, who ftiall produce the moft luxuriant har- 
veft to reward the labours I have taken — to reward 
yourfelves. 

In order, therefore, on my part, to give every thing 
I do a tendency to the great objeft of my wiflies, and 
induce you, on your's, to contribute your fliare to it, 
I fliall give you, as I proceed in my narrative, a topo- 
graphical defcription of the various Countries through 
which I ihall have occafion to conduft you, and, as 
concifely as may be, an account of their manners, po- 
licy, and municipal inftitutions, fo far as I have been 
able to coUeft them ; which I hope will ferve to 
awaken in you a thirft for thofe indifpenfable parts of 
polite education. Geography and Hiftory. 1 expeft 
that you will carefully attend to thofe fciences, and 
that you will not fuffer yourfelf, as you read my Let- 
ters, to be carried away by the rapid ftream of idle 
curiofity from incident to incident, without time or 
difpofition for refleftion : you muft take excurfions, as 
you go along, from my Letters to your Geographical 
Grammar and your Maps — ^and, when neceffary, call 
in the aid of your Tutor, in order to compare my ob- 
fcrvations with thofe of other* <m. the fame places, and 
by thofe means to acquire as detenninate an idea as 
poffible of their local fituation, l^wfi^ and comparative 
advantages, whether of Nature ^^j4rt. You will 
thus enable yourfelf hereafter to coBfftdter how fociety 
is influenced, and why fome communkjfe« are better 
dircAcd than others. ;v - 
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Here I muft obferve to you, that as geography is 
a fcience to which rational converfation, as fupported 
by gentlemen of breeding and education, mofl fre- 
quently refers, the leaft ignorance of it is continually 
liable to deteftion, and, when detefted, fubjefts a man 
to the moft mortifying ridicule and contempt. 

The ingenious George Alexander Steevens 
has, in his celebrated Lecture upon Heads, given a 
mofl: ludicrous inftance of this fpecies of ignorance, in 
the charafter of ^ citizen.^ who, cenfuring the incapa- 
city of miniflers, propofes to carry on the war on a 
new plan of his own. The plan is, to put the troops 
in cork jacket s?-^fend them, thus equipped, to fea— ^ 
and land them in the Mediterranean : When his com- 
panion aiks him where that place lies, he calls him 
fool^ and informs him that the Mediterranean is the 
capital of Conftantinople, Thus, my dear fon, has 
this fatirift ridiculed ignorance in pretenders to educa- 
tion 5 and thus will every one be ridiculous who be- 
trays a deficiency in this very indifpenfable ingredient 
in forming the charafter of a gentleman. But a ftory 
which I heard from a perfon of ftrift veracity, will 
ferve more flrongly to fhew you the fliame attendant 
on ignorance of thofe things which, from our rank, we 
are fuppofed to know ; and as the fear of fliame never 
fails to operate powerfully on a generous mind, I am 
fure it will ferve to alarm you Jntq induftry, and ap- 
plication to your ftudies. 

During the late American war, about that period 
when the King of France was, fo fatally for him- 
self, though perhaps in the end it may prove fortunate 
for the interefts of mankind, manifefting an intention 
to interfere and join the Americans, a worthy alder- 
man in Dublin, reading the newfpaper, obferved a pa^ 
ragraph, intimating, that in confequence of Britifli 
icruifers having flopped fome French vefTels at fea, and 
fearcbed them, France had taken umbrage ! The faga- 
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dous alderman, more patriotic than learned, took the 
alarm, and proceeded, with the paper in his hand, 
direftly to a brother of the board, and, with unfeign- 
ed forrow, deplored the lofs his country had fuftained, 
in having a place of fuch confequence as Umbrage 
ravilhed from it ! — defiring, of all things, to be in- 
formed in what part of the world Umbrage lay. To 
this the other, after a torrent of inveftive againft mi- 
nifters, and condolence with his afflifted friend, an- 
fwered that he was utterly unable to tell him, but 
that he had often heard it mentioned, and of courfc 
conceived it to a place of great importance ; at the 
fame time propofing that they ihould go to a neigh- 
bouring bookfeller, who, as he dealt in books, muft 
neceflarily know every thing, in order to have this 
gordian knot untied. They accordingly went ; and 
having propounded the queftion^ " what part of the 
globe Umbrage lay in ?" the bookfeller took a Gazet- 
teer, and, having fearched it diligently, declared that 
he could not find it, and faid he was almoft fure there 
was no fuch place in exiftence. To this the two al- 
dermen, with a contemptuous fnecr, anfwered by tri- 
umphantly reading the paragraph out of the newfpa- 
per. The bookfeller, who was a ftirewd fellow, andj 
like moft of his countrymen, delighted in a jeft, 
gravely replied, that the Gazetteer being an old edi- 
tion, he could not anfwer for it, but that he fuppofed 
Umbrage lay fomewhere on the coaft of America. 
With this the wife magiftrates returned home, partly 
fatisfied : but what words can exprefs their chagrin 
when they found their error — ^that the unlucky book- 
feller had fpread the ftory over the city — that the 
newfpapers were filled with fatirical fquibs upon it — 
nay, that a caracature print of themfelves leading the 
city-watch to the retaking of Umbrage^ was (luck up in 
every fhop — and finally, that they could fcarcely (al- 
beit aklermen) walk the flreets, without having the 
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populace fnecr at them about the taking of Uni' 
brage / 

Thus, my child, will every one be more or lefs ridi- 
culous who appears obvioufly ignorant of thofe things 
which, from the rank he holds in life, he* fhould be 
expefted to know, or to the knowledge of which va- 
nity or petulence may tempt him to pretend* 

I am furc I need not fay more to you on this fub- 
jeft ; for I think you lov^ me too well to difappoint 
me in the firft wifli of my heart, and I believe you 
have too much manly pride to fuffer fo degrading a 
defeft as indolence to cxpofe you hereafter to animad*. 
verfion or contempt. Remember, that as nothing Ib 
this life, however trivial or worthlefs, is to be procu* 
red without labour— -fo, above all others, the weighty 
and invaluable treafures of erudition are only to be ac- 
quired by exertions vigoroufly made and unremittingly 
continued. 

" Quid munus reipublicae majus aut melius afFerrc 
*^ poffiiraus quam fi juventutem bene erudiamus."-— 
Thus faith the matchlefs TvhLY. If, then, the edu. 
cation of youth interefts fo very deeply a ftate, can it 
lefs powerfully intereft him who ftands in the twofold 
conneftion of a citizen and parent ? It is the lively 
anxiety of my mind, on this point, that obliges me to 
procraftinate the commencement of my narrative to 
another letter, add induces me to entreat that you 
will, in the mean time, give this the confideration it 
dcfcrves, and prepare your mind to follow its inftruc^ 
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jPl variety of unpropitious circumftances 
gave rife to my journey to the Eaft Indies, while do- 
medic calamity marked my departure, and, at the 
very outfet, gave me a foretafte of thofe miferies which 
ftite had referved to let fall upon me in the fequel. 
The channels from which I drew the means of fup- 
porting* my family in that flyle which their rank and 
connexions obliged them to maintain, were clogged 
by a coincidence of events as unlucky as unexpefted : 
the war in India had interrupted the regular'remit- 
tance of my property from thence : a feverc fhock 
which unbounded generofity and beneficence had given 
to the aflPairs of my fiithcr, rendered him incapable of 
maintaining his ufual pun^ality in the payment of 
the income he had aiCgned me ; and, to crown the 
whole, I had been deprived, by death, of two lovely 
children (your brother and fifter), whom I loved not 
left than I have fince loved you and your brother. 

It was under the preflure of thofe accumulated af- 
fliflions, aggravated by the goading thought of leav- 
ing my family for fucb a length of time as muft necef- 
farily elapfe before I could again fee them, that I fet 
out for India in the month of May, in the year 1781, 
with a heart overwhelmed with woe, and too furely 
predi&ivc of misfortunes. 

From the gloomy cave of deprefSou in which my 
mind was funk, I looked forward, to fcek, in the fu- 
ture, a gleam of comfort-— but in vain V.»^-a ray ap- 
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pcared — ^Melancholy had thrown her fomtre ihadow 
on the whole. Even prefent aflEliftion yielded up a 
fhare of my heart to an unaccountable difinal prefenti- 
ment of future ill ; and the difafters and difappoint- 
ments I had paffed, were loft and forgotten in ominous 
forebodings and inftinftive prefages of thofe that were 
to come. 

Of all the weakneiles to which the human mind is 
fubjeft, fuperftition is that againft which I would have 
you guard with the utmoft vigilance. It is the moft 
incurable canker of the mind. Under its unrelenting 
dominion, happinefs withers, the underftanding be- 
comes obfcured, and every principle of joy is blafted. 
For this reafon I wi(h to account for thofe prefages, 
by referring them to their true phyfical caufes, in or- 
der thereby to prevent your young mind from receiv- 
ing, from what I have written, any injurious impref- 
fion, or fuperftitious idea of prefentiment^ as it is 
fafhionably denominated. 

If the mind of man be examined, it will be found 
naturally prone to the contemplation of the future — 
its flights from hope to hope, or fear to fear, leading it 
infenfibly from objefts prefent and in poflefTion, to 
thofe remote and in expeftation — ^from pofitive good 
to fuppofitious better, or from aftual melancholy to 
imaginary misfortune. In thefe cafes, the mind never 
fails to fee the profpeft in colours derived from the 
medium through which it is viewed and exaggerated 
by the magnifying power of fancy. Thus my mind, 
labouring under all the uneafinefs I have defcribed, 
faw every thing through the gloomy medium of me- 
lancholy, and, looking forward, foreboded nothing 
but misfortune : accident afterwards ftilfilled thofe 
forebodings ; but accident, nay, the moft trifling 
change of circumftances, might poffibly have fo totally 
changed the face of my fubfequent progrefs, that good 
fprtune, inftead of mifadvcnture, might have been my 
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lot, and fo all my foreboding been as illufory and fel- 
Kble as all fuch phantoms of the imagination really 
are. Thus I argue now — and I am fure I argue 
truly ; but if reafon be not timely called in, and made, 
as it were, an habitual inmate, it avails but little 
againft the overbearing force of fuperftition, who, 
when fhe once gets poffeffion of the mind, holds her 
feat with unrelenting tenacity, and, calling in a whole 
hoft of horrors, with defpair at their head, to her aid, 
entrenches herfelf behind their formidable powers, and 
bids defiance to the aflaults of reafon. 

Thus it fared with me — Under the dominion of a 
gloomy prefentiment, I left London ; and my journey 
down to Margate, where I was to take (hipping, was, 
as Shakspeare emphatically fays, " a phantafm, or 
*' a hideous dream — ^and my little ftate of man fuffer- 
" ed, as it were, the nature of an infurreftion :'*— • 
the chaos within me forbade even the approach of dif. 
criminate refleftion ; and I found myfelf on board the 
packet, bound to Oftend, without having a fingle 
trace left upon my mind, of the intermediate ftages 
and incidents that happened fince I had left London. 

It has been obferved — ^and I wifti you always to 
carry it in memory, as one of the beft confolations un- 
der affliftion^-that human fufferings, like all other 
things, find their vital principle exhaufted, and their 
cxfinfiipn accelerated, by overgrowth ; and that, at 
the moment when man thinks himfelf mod miferable, 
a benignant Providence is preparing relief, in fome 
form or other, for him. So it, in fome fort, happened 
with me ; for I was fortunate enough to find in the 
packet a fellow-paffenger, whole valuable converfation 
and agreeable manners beguiled me infenfibly of the 
gloomy contemplation in which I was abforbed, and 
afforded my tortured mind a temporary fufpenfion of 
pain. This gentleman was General Lockhart : he 
was going to Bruffels, to pay his court to the Em- 
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peror Joseph the Second, who was then ifaortly cx^ 
pefted in the Low Countries, in order to go through 
the ceremonies of his inauguration. As Bruflels lajr 
in my way, I was flattered with the hopes of having 
for a companion a gentleman at once fo pleafing in his 
manners and refpeftable in his charafter, and was 
much comforted when I found him as much difpofed 
as myfelf to an agreement to travel the whole of the 
way thither together. Thus, though far, very far 
from a (late of eafe, I was, when landing at Oftend, 
at leaft lefs miferable than at my coming on board the 
packet. 

As this letter is already fpun to a length too great 
to admit of any material part of the dcfcription I am 
now to give you of Oftend, and the country to which 
it belongs, I think it better to poftpone it to my next, 
which I mean to devote entirely to that fubjeft, and 
thereby avoid the confufion that arifes from mixing 
two fubjefts in the . fame letter, or breaking off the 
thread of one in order to make way for the other. 

Adieu, my dear boy !— Forget not your brother 
John. That you may both be good and happy, is ^U 
the wiih now left to, &c. 
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1 HAT country to wl^ich I am now to call 
your attention — I mean, the Netherlands — ^is marked 
by a greater number of political changes, and harafled 
by a more continued train of military operations, than 
perhaps any country in the records of modem hiftory. 
It may truly be called the Cockpit Royal of Europe^ 
on which tyrants, as ambition, avarice^ pride, ca- 
price, or malignity, prompted them^ pitted thoufands, 
and hundreds of thoufands, of their fellow-creatures, to 
cut each other's throats about fomc point, frivolous as 
reg^ding themfelves, unimportant to mankind, and 
only tending to gratify a diabolical lufl for dominion : 
Yet, under all thefc (fifadv^atages, (fuch are the natu- 
ral qualittes of this country), it has, till lately, been in 
a tolerably flouriihing ftate ; and would, under a good 
government and proper prote&ion, equal any part of 
Europe for richnefs. 

Flanders, Brabant, and the country now called the 
United Netherlands, were in general known by the 
name of Netherlands, Low Countries, or Pai's-bas, 
from their iitaation, as it is fuppofed, in refpe6l of 
Germany^ Anciently, they formed a part of Belgic 
Gaul, of which you may remember to have read an 
account in the Commentaries of Julius Caesar, who 
defcribes the inhabitants as the mofl: valiant of all the 
Gallic Nations—" Horum omnium Belgae funt fortif- 
•* fimi*** They afterwards were fubjeft to petty 
princes, and made part of the German Empire ^ and. 
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in the fixteenth century, became fubjeft to ChaiiIe* 
the Fifth of the Houfe of Auftria ; but, being oppreff- 
ed beyond endurance by his fon, Philip the Second 
of Spain, (^that blind and furious bigot j, they openly 
revolted — ^flew to arms to affeit their freedom ; and, 
after a ftruggle as glorious in effeft as virtuous in 
principle—after performing prodigies of valour, and 
exhibiting examples of fortitude, to which none but 
men fighting in the godlike caufe of Liberty are 
competent— led on by the wifdom and valour of the 
Prince of Orange, and aflifted by the Sovereign 
of Great Britain— -they at length {q far fucceed-* 
cd, that thofe now called the United Netherlands^ 
entered into a folemn league, and forced the gloomy 
tyrant to acknowledge their independence. But that 
part to which I am now particularly to allude, con-^ 
tinued annexed to the Houfe of Auftria. In 1787, 
they revolted, and made a temporary ftrtiggle to dif- 
engage themfelves from the dominion of the Empe- 
ror ; but, owing to fome cabals among themfelves, 
and the temperate conduft of that prince, they again 
returned to their allegiance, and were rewarded with 
a general amnefty. In 1792, they were over-run by 
the French army under General Dumourier— open- 
ed their arms to thofe republicans, and were rewarded 
for it by oppreffion, tyranny, and injuftice. The 
French, however, were driven back out of the coun- 
try ; and, wonderful to relate, they again received 
their old mafter, the Emperor, with ftrong demon- 
ftrations of joy, and manifefted their loyalty and at- 
tachment to him by every expreffion that abjeft hypo- 
crify could fuggeft. 

" O ! how unlike their Belgic fires of old !" 

Here, could I ftop with ftrift juftice, I would— 
But, behold! the French again came; again they 
opened their gates to receive them ; and again they 

were. 
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were, with tenfold fury and rapacity, pillaged, op- 
preffed, and infulted ; and at the very time I am wri- 
ting this, the guillotine is doing its office— enforcing 
the payment, of the moft exorbitant and enormous 
contributions, and compelling, it is faid, one hundred 
thoufand of the ill-fated inhabitants to take the field, 
as foldiers of the republic. 

Human opinion is fo chequered and uncertain, that 
two very honeft men may in certain cafes aft in direft 
contradiflion and hoftility to each other, with the very 
beft intentions — ^He, therefore, muft have but a cold 
heart, and a oontrafted underftanding, who cannot for- 
give the man that afts in fuch cafes erroneoufly, when 
he afts from the exaft diftates of his opinion, and 
upon the principle which he has confcientioufly adopt- 
ed : but when a whole people are feen whi/king about 
with every guft of fortune, and making a new prin- 
ciple for every new point of convenience, we muft 
defpife them even when they happen to aft right, and 
caa* fcarcely afford them fo much as pity in their ca- 
lamities. The Auftrian Netherlands are now in that 
flate J and, without prefuming to fay in which of their 
tergiverfations they were right, I will venture to pro- 
nounce that they dcferve punilhment, and I believe 
they are in hands very likely to give them their due. 

To return — Oftend is a fea-port of Auftrian Flan- 
ders, and is fituated in the Liberty of Bruges. It 
was, at one time, the ftrongcft town in Flanders : but 
a double ditch and ramparts, which conftituted its 
ftrength, are now deftroyed ; and in the place wha-c 
the former ftood, docks, or rather bafons, extremely 
capacious and commodious, are formed, for the recep- 
tion of fliipping. The ground about the town is very 
low and marihy, and cut into a number of fine canals 
— into fome of which, fliips of the largeft fize may en* 
ter — and in one of which, vcffcls of great burthen 
may ride, even clofe to Bruges. The harbour here is 
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fo fortunately circmnftanced, that it was once thought, 
by engineers, entirely fecure from a blockade ; and 
its prifline ftrength can in no way be fo well defcribcd, 
as by a relation of the defence it made in the four firft 
years of the feventeenth century— though, near the clofc 
of the fixteenth, it was no better than an infignificant 
fifliing town. . It held out againft the Spaniards for 
three years, two months, and fixtecn days. Eighty 
fhmifand men loft their lives before it, while fifty 
thoufand were killed or died within. It at lafl fur- 
rendered, but on good terms ; and not for want of 
men or provifions, but for want of ground to ftand on, 
which the enemy took from them, at an amazing 
Ipfs, ftep by ftep, till they had not room left for men 
to defpid it. Three hundred ihouiand cannon-balls, 
of thirty pounds weight each, were fired againft it ; 
and the bcfieged oftai filled up the breaches made in 
their ramparts with heaps of dead bodies. 

Such, my dear boy, are the miracles that men, 
animated with the all-fubduing fpirh of Liberty, can 
perform — Liberty ! that immediate jewel of the foul 
— that firft moving principle of all the animal crea- 
tion — ^which, with equal power, influences the bird to 
beat the cage with its wings, and the lion to tear the 
bars of his imiprifonment — the infant to fpring from 
the tender confinement of its nurfe, and the lean and 
flirivelled pantaloon to crawl abroad, and fly the 
warmth and repofe of his wholcfome chamber — ^Li- 
berty ! which, for centuries enthralled by artifice and 
fraud, or lulled into a flumbcr by the witching fpiril 
of prieftcraft, now rifcs like a giant refreflied with 
wine-^in its great efforts for emancipation, dcftroys 
and overturns fyftems — but, when finding no refin- 
ance, and matured by time, will, I iincerely hope, fink 
appcafed into a generous calm, and become the blef- 
fing, the guardian and protcftpr of mankind ! 
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It is your good fortune, my dear children, to be 
born at a time when Liberty feems to be well undcr- 
ftood in your own country, and is univerfally the pre- 
valent paiSon of men. It is almoft needlefs, there- 
fore, for me to exhort you to make it the groundwork 
of your political morality : but let me rertiind you to 
guard, above all, againfl the dcfpotifm of certain ty- 
rants, to whom many of the greateft advocates for 
liberty we ftrangely apt to fubmit-^I mean, your pat 
lions. Of all other tyrants, they are the moft fubtle^ 
the moft bewitching, the moft overbearing, and, what 
is worfe, the moft cruel. Beneath the dominion of 
other defpots, tranquillity may alleviate the weight of 
your chains, and foften opprcflion; but when once 
you becoipe the iUvc ^f your paffions, your peace is 
for eyer fled, and you live and die in unabating 
mifery* 
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A HE pride of the Englifli is remarked all 
over the globe, even to a proverb ! But pride is a 
word of fuch dubious meaning, fo undefined in its 
fenfe, and flrained to fuch various imports, that you 
fliall hear it violently execrated by one, and warmly- 
applauded by another — this denouncing it as a fin of 
the firft magnitude, and that maintaining it to be the 
moft vigilant guardian of human virtue. Thofe dif- 
ferences in opinion arife not from any defeft in the 
intcllefls of cither, but from each viewing the fubjefl: 
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in that one point in which it firft ftrikes his eye^ or 
beft fuits his tafte, his feeling, or his prejudices*^. I 
have no doubt, however, but a full confidcration of 
the fubjeft would fliew, that pride, as it isi called, is 
:onljr good or bad as the objeft from which it arifes is 
mean or magnificent, culpable or meritorious. That 
noble pride which ftimulates to extraordinary afts . of 
generofity and magnanimity, fuch as, in many.'fc- 
ftances, has diftinguiflied, above all others, the nobi- 
]ity of Spain, exafts the homage and admiratron of 
*"in.ankind: But I fear very much that our Englifli 
pride is of another growth, and fmells too rankly' of 
that overftrained commercial fpirit which makes the 
bafis of the prefent grandeur of Great Britain, but 
which, in my humble judgment, raifes only to debafc 
her — by flow, fubtle degrees,, poifons the national 
principle, enflaves the once bold fpirit of the people, 
detrafts from their real folid felicity, and, by con- 
founding the idea of national w^ealth with that of na- 
tional profperity, leads it in rapid ftrides to its down- 
fall. In fliort, we are approaching, I fear, with daily 
accelerated fteps, to the difpofition and fordid habits 
of the Dutch, of whom Dodor Goldsmith fo very 
pertinently and truly fpeaks, when he fays, 

" Ev'n Liberty Itfelf Is bartered here !" 

Without leading your mind through a maze of dif- 
quifition on this fubjeft, which might fatigue with ab- 
flruienefs and prolixity, I will bring you back to the 
point from which the matter {larted, and content my- 
felf with remarking, that the pride of the Englifli, 
fpeaking of it as a part of the national charafter, is 
the meanefl: of all pride. The inflation of bloated, 
overgrown wealth, an over-weening afFeftion for mo- 
ney, an idolatrous worfliip of gain, have abfolutely 
confounded the general intelleft, and warped the 
^ judgment of the many to that cxcefs, that,, in eftima-- 
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ting men or things, they refer always to " what is he 
worth ?" or, ** what will it fetch ?" This fordid ha* 
bit of thinking was finely hit off by a keen fellow, 
the native of a neighbouring kingdom, who, for many 
years, carried on bufincfs in London, and failed :-^ 
Sitting one day in a cofFce^houfe in the city, where 

' fome wealthy citizens were difcuffing a fubjeft not en- 
lilrely unconnefted with cafh concerns, one of them 
obferving him rather attentive to their converfation, 

•turned to him, and faid, " What is your opinioiii 
Sir, of the matter ?'' — " 's blood. Sir !'* returned hc^ 
pccvifhly, *' what opinion can a man hare in this 
country, who has not a guinea in his pocket ?** 

Under the influence of all the various caprices in- 
fpired by this unhappy purfe-pride, I am forry to fay 
our countrymen do, when they go abroad, fo play the 

/ool, that they are univerfally flattered and dcfpiied, 
pillaged and laughed at, by all perfons with whom 
they have any dealing. In France, Mi Lor Anglois 
is, or at leafl: was, to have fix times as great a profu« 
fion of every thmg as any other perfon, and pay three 
hundred per cent, more for it ; and the worn: of it 
was, that a Mi Lor was found fo conducive to their' 
intereft, that they would not, if they could help it, 
fufFer any Englimman to go without a title — nay, 
would fometimes, with kindly compulfion, force him 
to accept of it, whether he would or not : but if an 
Englifliman be, above all others, the objcft of impo- 
fition in foreign countries, certainly none pillage him 
fo unmercifully as his own countrymen who are fet- 
tled there. In all the places through which I have 
travelled, I have had occafion to remark (and the re- 
mark has been amply verified by every gentleman I 
have ever converfed with on the fubjeft), that the 
moft: extravagant houfes of entertainment are thofe 
kept by Engliflimen. At Ofl:end, as well as other 
places, it was fo : therefore, as economy, .whcQ it 
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does not trefpafs upoH the bounds of genteel libera- 
lity, is the beft fecurity for happinefs and refpedk, I 
advife you, whenever you fhalt have occafion to vifit 
the Continent, in the firft place to avoid all appear- 
ance of the purfe-proud oftcntation of John Bull ; 
and; in the next pkce, to avoid, all Englifli houfes of 
entertainment* 

It is a Angular circumflance, and belongs, I fhould 
fuppofe> peculiarly to Oftend, that the charity-children 
of the town are permitted to come on board the veffels 
Arrived, to beg of the paflengers, one day in the week. 

Before I bid adieu to Oftend, I muft remark one 
heavy difadvantage under which it labours — the want 
of frefh water; all they ufe being brought from 
Bruges. In going from Oftend to Bruges, a traveller 
has it in his choice to go by land, or water — If by 
land, he gets a good voiture for about ten fhillings 
of our money ; the road is about fourteen or fifteen 
miles — ^If by water (the mode which I adopted, as by 
far the cheapeft and the pleafanteft), be travels in a 
veffel pretty much refembling our Lord Mayor's barge^ 
fbmecimes called a trackfchuyt, but often la barque, or 
barke : it is, in truth, fitted up in a ftyle of great 
neatnefs, if not elegance ; ftored with a large ftock rf 
provifions and refrefhments of all kinds, and of {upe- 
rior quality, for the accommodation of the paifengers ; 
and has, particularly, a very handfome private room, 
between decks, for the company to retire to, in c^dter 
to drink tea^ coffee, &c. &c* or play at cards. In 
this comfortable, ^ I might fay, delightful vehicle, as 
perfeftly at eafe as lying on a couch in the beft room 
in London, are paflengers drawn by two horfes, at 
the rate of about four miles an hour, for about ten 
pence, the fame length of way that it would coft ten 
fhillings to be jumbled in a voiture over a rough paved 
ioad» 
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The country between Oftcnd and Bruges is very 
level, and of courfe deftitute of thofc charms to a 
mind of tafte, which abound in countries tofled by 
the hand of Nature into hill, dale, mountain, and val- 
ley : the whole face of it, however, is, or at leaft 
then was, in fo high a ftate of cultivation, and fo 
deeply enriched by the hands of art and induftry, 
aided by the natural fertility of the foil, that its ap- 
pearance, though far from ftriking or delightful, was 
by no means unplea(ant ; and on approaching the 
town of Bruges, we paffed between two rows of trees, 
beautiful, fhady, and of lofty fize — forming, with the 
furrounding objefts, a fcene, which, if not romantic, 
was at leaft pifturcfque. 

In paffing through countries groaning beneath the 
defpotic fcourge of unlimited monarchy, where fubfi- 
dies are raifcd, and taxes laid on ad Hbitum'^vfhtTt 
guilty diftruft and fufpicion, with the eyes of a lynx 
and the fangs of a harpy, ftand fentinels at every 
gate, to fcrutinize the harmlefs paflengep^ awake him 
to the clanks of his fetters, and awe him into compli- 
ance, a free-bom Briton feels a cold horror creep 
through his whole frame: his foul recoils at the 
gloomy ferocious and infolently ftrift examination, 
with which a centincl, at the entry of a town, flops, 
inveftigates, demands a paffport ; and, in fliort, puts 
him, pro tempore^ in a ftate of durance, with all its 
hideous formalities and appendages, its gates, its bars, 
its armed ruffians, its formal profeffions of laws, and 
its utter violation of reafon and of juftice. Enter- 
ing the town of Bruges, we were ftopped by a centi- 
nel, who, with all the fancy, fwaggering air of autho- 
rity, of a flave in office, demanded to know, whether 
we had any contraband goods ? whether we were in 
any military capacity ? whence we came ? and whither 
we were going ? with a variety of other interrogato- 
ries, to my mind equally impertinent and deteftable, 
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but which fccmcd to make no greater imprejEon on 
the good Flemings themfelves, than demanding the 
toll at a tumpikc'gate would make on an Englifti 
waggoner. 

Talking over this fubjeft, fince that time, with a 
gentleman who is well acquainted with all thofe 
places, he informed me, that in the war between the 
Enlperor and the States General, fome French offi* 
ccrs, travelling through Flanders to join Count Mail- 
liEBois, were flopped at the gate of Bruges, and, by 
order of the Emperor, fent to his army, turned into 
• the ranks, and obliged to do duty as common fol- 
diers.— Here, my dear Frederick, was an aft, not 
only defpotic in itfelf, but aggravated by circum- 
fiances of collateral profligacy, of fuch enormous mag- 
nitude, as bids defiance to all power of amplification, 
and leaves eloquence hopelefs of defcribing it with 
greater force than it derives from a fimple narration 
of the faft : on the one hand, the inroad upon the 
juft perfonal rights of the individual ; on thq other, 
the rights of a nation violated. Some men in Eng- 
land, judging from their own conftitutional fecurity, 
may difbelieve the faft : but let them confider, that 
the Marquis de la Fayette, an alien, taken upon 
neutral ground, is now, even now, held in illegal, un* 
juft thraJdom and perfecution — ^let them, I fay, re- 
member this, and let their incredulity ceafe. 

Blefs your ftars, my dear boy, that you were born 
in a country where fuch outrages as thefe can never 
be perpetrated by any, and will never be approved of 
but by a few. 
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dN my laft, I carried you paft a ferociousi 
impertinent fentincl, into the town' of Bruges j and 
now, having got you there, I mull endeavour, from 
the loofe tnaterials I have been able to coUeft, to 
give you a fliort defcription of it. 

I had heard much of Bruges, its grandeur, and its 
opulence; you will guefs my forprifc then, when, on 
entering it, I found nothing but an old-fafhioned, ill- 
built, irregular town ; the-ftreets, in general, narrow 
and dirty, and moft of the houfes ftrongly expreffive 
of poverty and fqualid wretchedneft : yet this was 
anciently a moft. flourifliing city. Did the difference 
between the town at this time, and its ftate as it is 
reprefented of old, confift only in its external appear- 
ance, we might readily account for that, in the great 
improvements made by the modems in the art of 
houfe-building ; but its prefent inferiority goes deep- 
er, and is the refult of departed coramerce^-com- 
misrce, that fluftuating will-with-a-wifp, that leads 
ftates in hot purfuit after it, to entrap them ulti- 
mately into mires and precipices, and which, when 
caught, ftays till it extinguiflies the fpirit of freedom 
in a nation, refines its people into feeble flaves, and 
there kaves them to poverty and contempt. 

Perhaps there is no fubjeft that affords an ampler 
field for a fpeculative mind to expatiate upon, than 
the various, and, I may fay, incongruous revolutions 
which have chequered the progrefs of Iniman fociety 
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Even fo late as the time I was there, Bruges had fome 
trade — indeed as good a foreign trade as moft cities • 
in Flanders. The people feemed cheerful and happy, 
and the markets were tolerably fupplied. 

Several fine canals run in a variety of direftions 
from Bruges : by one of them, boats can go, in the 
eourfe of a fummer's day, to Oftend, Nieuporf/. 
Fumes, and Dunkirk; and veffels of four hundreds 
tuns can float in the bafon of this town. Another 
canal leads to Ghent, another to Damme, and ano- 
ther to Slays. The water of tliofe canals is ftagnant, 
/Without the leaft motion ; yet they can, in half an 
hour, be all emptied, and frcfh water brought in, by 
means of their well-contrived fluices. This water, 
however, is never ufed for drinking, or even for culi- 
fiary pui-pofes ; a better fort being conveyed through 
the town by pipes from the two rivers Lys and 
Scheldt, as in London ; for which, as there, every 
houfe pays a certain tax. 

Although the trade of. this city has, like that of all 
the Low Countries, been ' gradually declining, and 
daily fucked into the vortices of Britilh and Dutch 
commerce, there were, till the French entered it, 
many rich merchants there, who met every day at 
noon in the great market-place, to communicate and 
tranfaft bufinefs, which was chiefly done in the Fle- 
mifli language, hardly any one in it fpeaking French ; 
a circumllanc^ that by this time is much altered — ^fof 
they have been already made, if not to fpeak French, 
at leaft to fmg Ca-ira^ and dance to the tune of it 
too, to fome purpofe. 

The once-famed grandeur of this city confiftcd 
chiefly, like that of all grand places in the dark pe-r 
riods of Popery, of the gloomy piles, the oftentatious 
frippery, and unwieldy mafles of wealth, accumulated 
by a long feries of monkifli impofture— of Gothic 
ftruftures, of enormous fize and fable afpeft, filled 
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With dreary cells, calculated to ftrike the fouls of the 
ignorant and enthufiaftic with holy horror, to infpirc 
awe of the places, and veneration for the perfons who 
dare^ to inhabit them, and, by enfeebling the reafou 
witlf the mixed operations of horror, wonder, and re- 
verence, to fit the credulous for the reception of 
every impofition, however grofs in conception, or 
bungled in execution. Thofe are the things which 
conftituted the greatnefs and fplendor of the cities of 
ancient Chriftendom j..to thofc has the fturdicft hu- 
man vigour and intelleft been forced to bend the 
knees : they were built to endure the outrages of 
time ; and vill ftand, I am fure, long, long after their 
po\;^«€r (hall have been annihilated. 

What a powerful engine has fuperftiti'on been, in 
the cunning management of priefts ! How lamentable 
it is io think, that not only all who believed, but all 
who had good fenfe enough not to believe, fhould, 
for fo many centuries, have been kept in proftrate 
fubmiffion to the will and dominion of an old man in 
Rome ! — My bluflies for the folly and fupinenefs of 
mankind, however, are loft in a warm glow of tranf- 
port at the prefent irradiation of the human mind ; 
and though I can fcarcely think with patience of that 
glorious, godlike being, Henry the Second of Eng- 
land, being obliged by the. Pope to lafh himfelf naked 
at the tomb of that fancy, wicked prieft, Thomas 
A Becket, I felicitate myfelf with the refleftion, 
that the Pope is now the moft contemptible fovereign 
in Europe, and that the Papal authority, which was 
once the terror and the fcourge of the earth, is now 
not only not recognifed, but feldom thought of, and, 
when thought of, only ferves to exdte laughter or 
difguft. • 
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1 HE town of Bruges, although the ftrccts 
be, as I have already dcfcribcctthem, fo mean, nar- 
row, dirty, and irregular in general, contains, ncvcr- 
thelefs, forae few ftreets that ar^ tolerable, and a fc* 
fquarcs alfo that are fer from contemptible,^— I ihould 
think It, neverthelefs, not worth another letter of de- 
fcription, were it not that the churches, and church- 
curiolities, demand our attention ; for you will ob| 
ferve, that in all rich Popilh countries, every church 
is a holy toy-fliop, or rather a mufeum, where pic- 
tures, ftatues, gold cups, iilver candlefticks, diamond 
crucifixes, and gods, of various forts and dimcnfions, 
are hoarded up, in honour of the Supreme Being. 
This city having been for centuries the fee of a biihop, 
who is fuffragan to the archbiftiop of Mecklin, and 
at the fame time hereditary chancellor of Flanders, 
it is not to be wondered at, if ecciefiaftical induftry 
fhould have amaiTed fome of thofe little trinkets 
which conftitute the chief or only value of their 
church. The mitre of this place conveys to the head 
that wears it a diocefe containing fix cities, from the 
names of which you will be able to fortfi fome^mall 
judgment of the opulence of one poor fon of abfti- 
nence and mortification. — ^Thofe cities are, in the firft 
place, Bruges itfelf, then Oftend, Sluys, Damme, 
Middleburgh in Flanders, and Oudenberch — ^not to 
mention one hundred and thirty-three boroughs and 
villages : and if you could compute the number of in- 
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fcrior clergy with which the ftreets and highways arc 
^filled, you would be tbunderftruck. There, and in 
all thofe Popifh countries, they may be feen, with 
grotefque habits and bald pates, buzzing up and dowa 
like bees, in fwarms, (a- precious hive !)— and, with 
the moft vehement proteftations of voluntary poverty 
in tTicir mouths, and eyes uplifted to Heaven, fcram- 
bling for the good things of the earth with the cager- 
nefs df a pack of hounds, and the r^ipacity of a whole 
roll of lawyers ! With loaded thighs (I might fay, 
loaded arms too, for ^ey have large pockets even in 
their fleeves, for the concealment of moveables), they 
l?tum to the great hive, where, contrary to the law 
df bees, the 'drone lives in idle ftate, and he plunders 
them : contrary, too, to the habits of thofe ufeful in- 
(cAsy they banilh the queen-bee, and fhflFer no female 
to approach their cells, but keep them in contiguous 
mvcs, where, under cover of the night, they vifit 
them, and fulfil in private that which they deny in 
public-T-the great command of Providence, 

The firft building in nominal rank, though by no 
means the firft in value, is the great cathedral, which 
has at leaft bulk, antiquity, and gloominefs enough to 
recommend it to the faiihful. It is by no means un* 
fumifhed within, though not in fo remarkable a man- 
ner as to induce me to fill a letter with it. In a word, 
it is an old Popifli cathedral, and cannot be fuppofc4 
wanting in wealth : at the time I write, it has been 
ftandmg no lefs a time than nine hundred and twenty- 
nine years, having been built in the year 865. 

The next that occurs to me, as worthy of notice, 
is tbp church of Notre Dame, or that dedicated to 
eur iLady the Virgin Mary. This is really a beau- 
tiful ftrufture of the kind — indeed magnificent. Its 
fteeple is beyond conception ftupendotfs, being fo very 
high as to be feen at fea off Oftend, although it is 
not elevated in the fmalleft degree by any rife in the 
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ground; for, fo very flat is the whole intermediate 
country, that I believe it would puzzle a fldlful level- 
ler to find two feet elevation from high-water-mark 
zi Oftcnd.up to this city. The contents of this church 
arc correspondent to its external appearance — being 
enriched and beautified with a vaft variety of facerdo- 
tal trinket:, and fine tombs and monuments. As to 
the former, the veftments of that fame Thomas a 
Becket whom I^nentioned in my laft, make a part 
of the cUriofities depofited in this church : this furious 
and inflexible^ imppftor was ^rchbiflipp of Canter- 
bury ; and his ftruggles to enflave both the king and 
people of England, and make them tributary to the 
Pope, have canonized him, and obtained the very ho- 
nourable depot I mention for his veftments. To do 
juftice, howQver, to the fpirit and fagacity of the holy 
fathers who have fo long taken the pains- to preferve 
them, it muft be commemorated, that they are, or. at 
leaft were fet with diamonds, and other precious 
ftones ! Probably, ama»g the many priefts who have, 
in fo many centuries, had the cuftody of thofe divine 
relics, /ome one, more fagacious than the reft, might 
conceive, that, to lie in a church, and be feen by the 
all-believing eyes of the faithful, a little coloured glafs 
was juft as good as any precious ftone, and r'wifely 
have converted the originals to fome better purpofe. 
If fo, it will be fome confolation to Holy Mother 
Church to refleft, that flie has bilked the Sans-culottesj 
who certainly have got pofleflion of Saint Thomas 
A Becket's facerdotal petticoats ; and, if they have 
been found enough to ftand the cutting, have, by this 
time, converted them into comfortable campaigning 
breeches. O monftrous ! wicked ! abominable ! — 
that the Royal Mary, fifter to the great Emperor 
Charles the Fifth, ftiould, fo long ago as the Re- 
formation, have bought at an immenfe price, and de- 
pofited in the treafury of the church of our Lady the 
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fcleffed Virgin Mary, the veftments of a faint, only 
to make breeches, in the year 1794, for a French fol- 
dier ! The time has been, when the bare fiiggefti<Mi 
o£ fuch facriJege would have turned the brain of half 
the people of Chriftendom : but thofe things are now 
better managed. 

■ Of the tombs in this church, I fhall only mentioa 
two, as diftinguiflied from the reft by their coftlincfs, 
magnificence, and antiquity. Thrff are nfade of cop- 
per, well gik. One of them is the tomb of Mary, 
heirefs to the Ducal 'Houfe of Burgundy ; and the 
other, that of Charles (commonly called the Har^ 

' dy)^ Duke of Burgundy, her father. 

- In Bruges there were four great abbeys, and an 
amazing number of convents and nunneries. The 
buildings, I prcfume, j^^ ftand ; but 'fhere is little 
doubt that' their contents, of every kind, have been, 
before this, put in requifttion^ and each part of them, 
of courfe, applied to its natural ufe. ' * 

The church once belonginf^ to the Jefuits, is built 
in a noble ftyle of architefture : and that of the Do- 
minicans has not only its external merits, but its in- ^ 
temll value ; for, befides the ufual fuperabundance 
of rich chalices, &c. it poffefles fomc tery great cu- 
riofitfcs — ** •. . 

As, firft, a very cfrrious, highly wrought pulpit — 
beautiful in itfelf, but remarkable for the top being 
- fupported by wood, cut out, in the moft natural, de- 
ceptrve manner, in the form of ropes, and which 
beguile** the fpeftator the more into a belief of its 
reality, betaufe it artfwers the purpofes of ropes. 

Secondly, a pifture — and fo extraordinary a pic- 
ture! Before I defcribe it, I muft *apprife you that 
your faith muft be almoft as great as that of a Spa- 
nifh Chriftian to believe me — to believe that the hu- 
man intellefl: ever funk fo low as, in the firft inftance, 
to conceive, and, in the next, to harbour and admire. 
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fuch a piece. But I miflake^— it has its merit ; it i$ 
a curiofity — the demon of fatirc himfelf could not 
wifli for a greater. 

This pifture, then, is the reprefentation of a mar- 
riage ! — but of whom ? why, truly, of Jesus Christ 
with Saint Catharine of Sienna. Obferve the con- 
gruity — Saint Catharine of Sienna lived many 
centuries after the tranflation of Jesus Christ to 
Heaven, where he is to fit, you know, till he comes 
to judge the quick and the dead ! — But who marries 
them ? In truth, Saint Dominic, the patron of this 
church ! The Virgin Mary joins their hands — that 
IS not amifs — But, to crown the whole. King David 
himfelf, who died fo long before Christ was bom, 
plays the harp at the wedding ! 

My dear Frederick, I fliall take it as no fmall 
inftance of your dutiful opinion of me to believe, that 
fuch a pifture exifted, and made part of the holy 
paraphernalia of a temple confecrated to the worfliip 
of the Divinity : but I aifure you it is a faft ; and as 
I have never given you reafon to fufpeft my veracity, 
I expeft you to believe me in this inftance, improba- 
ble though it feems : for fuch a farrago of abfurdities, 
fuch a jumble of incongruities,' impoffibilities, bulls, 
and anachronifms, never yet were comprefTed, by the 
human imagination, into the fame narrow compafs. 

I protraft this letter beyond my ufual length, on 
purpofe to conclude my account of Bruges, and get 
once more upon the road. 

The monaftery of the Carthufians, another order 
of friars, is of amazing fize, covering an extent of 
ground not much lefs than a mile in circumference. 
The Carmelites, another order, have a church here, 
in which there is raifed a beautiful monument, to 
the memory of Henry Jermyn, Lord Dover, a 
peer of England — But the monaftery called the 
Punes, a feft of the order of Saint Bernard, is by 
4 far 
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far the nobleft in the whole city : the doifters and 
gardens are capadous and handfome ; the apartment 
of the abbot is magnificent and fbitely, and thofe of 
the monks themfelves unufually neat. Thofe poor 
mortified penitents, fecluded from the pomps, the va* 
nities, and enjoyments of life, and their thoughts, no 
doubt refting alone on hereafter, keep, neverthelefs^ 
a fumptuous taj[)le, fpread with every luxury of the 
feafoiw-have their country-feats, where they go a- 
hunting, or to refrefh themfelves, and aftuaUy keep 
their own coaches. 

Among the nunneries there are two Englifh : one 
of Auguftinian nuns, who are all ladies of quality, 
and who entertain flrangcrs at the grate, with fwcct- 
meats and wine ; the other, called the Pelicans, is of 
a very ftriA order, and wear a coarfe drefs. 

To conclude — In the chapel of Saint Basil is faid 
to be kept, in perfeft prefervation, the blood which 
Joseph of Arimathea wiped off with a fponge from 
the dead body of Christ. Fmis coronat opus. 

I fancy you have, by this time, had as much of 
miracles as you can well digeft : I therefore leave you 
to reflcft upon them, and improve. 



LETTER Vm. 



As I was going to the barque, at Bruges^ 
to take my departure for Ghent, the next town irt 
my route, 1 was furprifed to fee a number of ofiicious, 
bufy, poor fellows, crowding round my cflfefts, and 
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fcizing them — fome my trunk, fomc my portmanteau, 
&c* I believe two or three to each : but my aftonifti- 
ftieht partly fubCded when I was told that they were 
porters, who plied on the canal, and about the city, 
for fubfiftence, and only came to have the honour of 
carrying my baggage down to the veffel. Noting 
their eagernefs, I could not help frailing. I know 
there are thofc, and I have heard of i^ch,^who would 
blufter at them : but my mirth at the buftlipg im- 
portance which the poor fellows affefted, foon funk 
into ferious concern ; I faid within myfelf, ** Alas, 
how hard muft be your lot indeed T* and my imagina- 
tion was in an inftant back again in London, where 
a porter often makes you pay for a job, not in money- 
only, but in patience alfo, and where the furlinefs of 
independence fcowls upon his brow as he does your 
work. Every one of my men demanded a remunera- 
tion for his labour : one man could have eafily done 
the work of five — ^but 1 refolved not to fend them 
away difcontented : he is but a fordid churl that 
would; and I paid them to their full fatisfaftion. 
Here, my dear Frederick, let me offer you (fince 
it occurs) my parental advice on this point — from the 
praftice of which you will gain more folid felicity 
than you can poffibly be aware of now : never weigh 
fcrupuloufly the value of the work of the poor ; 
rather exceed than fall fliort of rewarding it : it is a 
very,- very fmall thing, that will put them in good 
humour with yotj.and with themfelves, and relax the 
hard furrows of labour into the foft fmile of grati- 
tude — a fmile which, to a heart of fenfibility fuch as 
yours, will, of itfelf, tcn-thoufand-fdld repay you, 
even though the frequent praftice of it fliould abridge 
you of a few of thofe things called pleafures, or de- 
traft a little from the weight of your purfe. 

Being again feated in my barque, I fet off for 
Ghent, a city lying at a diftance of twenty-four 

miles 
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xniles from Bruges, I muft here remark to you, that 
the company one meets in thofe vcflels is not always 
of the firft rank ; it is generally of a mixed, motley 
kind: but to a man who carries along with him^ 
through his travels, a love for his fellow-creatures, 
and a defire to fee men, and their cuftom$ and man* 
ners, it is both pleafant and eligible — at leaft I thought 
it fo, and enjoyed it. There were thofe amongft us 
who fpoke rather loftily on that fubjeft : I faid no* 
thing ; but it brought to my mind a refleftion I have 
often had occafion to concur in, viz. that a faftidious 
ufurpation of dignity (happily denominated ^^/^An^) 
is the never-failing mark of an upftart or a blockhead. 
The man of true dignity, fclf-ercft and ftrong, needs 
not have recourfe, for fupport, to the comparative 
wretchednefs of his fellow-creature, or plume him* 
fcif upon fpurious fuperiority. You will underftand 
me, however ! When I fay, ** the man of true dig- 
nity,"! am far, very far, from meaning a lord, a 
fquire, a banker, or a general officer — ^I mean a man 
of intrinfic worth — -homo emun£las naris— one who, 
in every ftation into which chance may throw him, 
feels firm in the confcioufiiefs of right — ^who can fee 
and cherifK merit, though enveloped and concealed 
behind a fhabby fuit of clothes — and who fcoms the 
blown-up fool of fortune, that, without fcnfe or fen- 
timent, without virtue, wifdom, or courage, prefumes 
to call himfelf great, merely becaufe he poffeffes a 
few acres of earth which he had neither the induflry 
nor merit to earn, or becaufe his great-great-great- 
grandfather purchafed a title by perfdy to his coun- 
try, the plunder- of his fellow-citizens, or the flaugh- 
ter of mankind. 

Although the face of that part of the country 
through which we are now pafling, like that of the 
preceding fhige from Oftend to Bruges, wants diver- 
fity, it has its charms, and would be particularly de* 
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lightful in the eye of an EnglLfli farmer ; for it is co- 
vered with the thickeft verdure on each fide of the 
canal, and the banks are decorated all along by rows 
of ftately trees, while the fields in the back ground 
are cuhivated to the higheft degree of perfeftion, and 
bear the afpeA of producing the mod abundant har- 
veft. 

You will be able to form a judgment of the trifling 
expence of travelling in this country, from my ex- 
pences in. this ftage of twenty-four miles. I had an 
excellent dinner for about fifteen pence of our money j 
my pai&ge coft me but fixteen more, amounting in all 
to two fliiUings and feven pence : compare that with 
travelling in England, where one cannot rife up from 
an indifferent dinner, in an inn, under five fliillings at 
the lead, and you muft be aftonifhed at the difpro- 
portion. 

Ghent is the capital of Flanders, and is to be rec- 
koned among the largeft cities of Europe, as it covers 
a fpace of ground of not lefs than feven miles in cir- 
cumference ; but there is not above one half of that 
occupied with buildings, the greater part being thrown 
into fields, gardens, orchards, and pleafure-grounds. Si- 
tuated on four navigable rivers, and interfefted into 
no fewer than twenty-fix iflands by a number of ca- 
nals, which afford an eafy, cheap, and expeditious 
carriage for weighty merchandize, it may be confider- 
cd, in point of local advantages for commerce, fupe- 
rior to moft cities in Europe ; while thofe iflands are 
again united by about a hundred bridges, fome great 
and fome fmall, which contribute much to the beauty 
of the city. 

To a man accuflomed to mould his thoughts by 
what he fees in Great Britain, the flrong fortifications 
that furround almofl all towns on the Continent con- 
vey the moft difagrecable fenfations — reminding him 
of the firft mifery of mankind. War !-^cnoting,, 

alas ! 
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alas ! too truly, the difpofition of man to violate the 
rights of his fellow-creatures, and manifefting the ty- 
rannous abufc of power. On me, though trained and 
accuftomed to military habits, this/' dreadful note of 
preparation*' had an unplcafing efFcft ; for, though 
born, bred, and habituated to the life of a foldier, I 
find the feelings of the citizen and the man claim a 
paramount right to my heart. 

Ghent was once extremely well fortified, and calcu- 
lated, by nature as well as by art, to repel encroach- 
ment. It had a very ftrong caftle, w.-^Hs, and ditches ;. 
and now, though not otherwife ftrong, the country 
may, by fliutting up the fluices, be, for above a mile 
round, laid in a very fliort time under water. It was 
formerly fo populous and powerful, that it declared 
war more than once agairift its foi'crcign, and raifed 
amazing armies. In the year 1587, it fiiffercd dread- 
fully from all the ravages of famine, under which a 
number not lefs than three thoufand of its inhabi- 
tants perifhed in one week. 

This town is diftinguifhed by the nativity of two 
celebrated charafters : one was the famous John of 
Gaunt, fon of King Edward the third of England ; 
the other, the Emperor Charles the Fifth, who 
was born there in the year 1500. 

It was in this city that the Confederation of the 
States, well known under the title of the Pacification 
of Ghent, which united the Provinces in the mofl 
lading union of intereft and laws, was held : this 
union was chiefly owing to the vigorous, unremitted 
efforts of William the Firfl:, Prince of Orange, to 
whofe valour and virtue may be attributed the inde- 
pendence of the United States. 

In this city there were computed to be fifty com- 
panies of tradefmen, among whom were manufaftured 
a variety of very curious and rich cloths, ftuff's, and 
fillis : it is certain, that the woollen manufaftiire flou- 
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riflied here before it had made the fmallcft progrefs 
in England, whofe wool they then bought. There 
was aHb a good branch of linen manufafturc here, 
and a pretty brilk corn trade, for which it was locally 
well calculated. You will obferve, once for all, that 
in fpeaking of this country, I generally ufe the paft 
tenfe ; for, at prefent, they are utterly undone* 

Ghent was the fee of a biftipp, who, like the bifliop 
pf Bruges, was fufl&agan to the archbifliop of .Mech- 
lin. Thus, in moll Chriftian countries, are the in* 
tcUcfts, the confciencps, and the cafh too, of the peo- 
ple, Ihut up and hid from the light, by prieft within 
dean, and dean within bi{hop-<p— like a ring in the hand 
of a conjurer, box within box^— till at, laft they arc 
enveloped in the great receptacle of all deception, 
the capacious pocket of the archbifliop. Let not 
fccptered tyrants, their legions, their fcaffolds, and 
their fwords, bear all the infamy of the flavery of 
jnankind ! Opinion, opinion, under the management 
of fraud and impofture, is the engine that forges their 
fetters ! ! — Jansenius, from whom the Janfenifts 
took their name, was the firft bifliop of this place^ 
and the late bifliop, I think, may be reckoned the 
lafl:. . 

The municipal government of this city is correft, 
and well calculated to fecure internal peace and order. 
The chief magifl:rate is the high bailiff ; fubordinate 
to whom are burgomafters, cchivins, and counfellors. 

Ghent is not deficient in ftately edifices ; and, true 
to their fyfl:em, the holy fathers of the church have 
their fliare, which, in 0I4 Popifli countries, is at leafl: 
nineteen twentieths. In the middle of the town is a 
Jiigh tower, called Belforc tower ; from whence there 
is a delightful profpeft over the whole city and its 
environs. Monafl:eries and churches, there, are with- 
out number ; befides hofpitals and market-places : 
jb^t cstUed Fridajr's market, is the largeft of aJl, and 
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is adorned with a ftatue of Charles the Fifth, in 
his imperial robes. The fladthoufe is a magnificent 
ftrufture — So is the cathedral, under which the reve- 
rend fathers have built a fubterraneous church. 
What deeds are thofe which Ihun the light! Why 
thofe holy patriarchs have fuch a defire for burying 
themfelves, and working like moles under ground, 
they themfelves beft know, and I think it is not diffi- 
cult for others to conjefture. 

This cathedral, however, is well worth attention, 
on account of fomc capital pidures it contains. The 
marble of the church is remarkably fine, and the altar- 
piece fplendid beyond all poffible defcription ; and, 
indeed, in all the others, there are paintings, eminent 
for their own excellence, and for the celebrity of the 
mafters who painted them. 

In the monaftery of St. Pierre, there is a grand 
library, filled with books in all languages ; but it is 
chiefly remarkable for the fuperlative beauty of its 
ceiling, one half of which was painted by Rubens. 

Thus you may perceive, my dear Frederick, the 
charity of the clergy !— how, in pure pity for the fins 
of mankind, and in pat-crnal care of their fouls, they 
cxaft from the laity fome atonement for their crimes, 
and conftrain them at leaft to repent — and, with un* 
paralleled magnanimity, take upon themfelves the 
vices, the gluttony, the avarice, and the fenfuality, of 
which they are fo careful to purge their fellow-creai- 
ylures. 



D4 letter. 



*6. JOURNEY FROM GHENT TO BRUSSELS, 



LETTER IX. 



JlIaVING given you a general outline of 
the city of Ghent, I fliall now proceed to give you an 
account of one of the moll excellent, and certainly 
the moil: interefting, of all the curiofiiies in that place. 
It is mdeed of a fort fo immediately correfpondent to 
the moft exalted fenfations of humanity, and fo per- 
fefljy in unifon with the moft exquifitely fenfiblc 
chords of the feeling heart, that I refolved to refcuc 
it from the conunon lumber of the place, and give it 
to you in a frelh letter, when the ideas excited by my 
former might have faded away, and left your mind 
more clear for the reception of fuch refined impref- 
£ons. 

On one of the many bridges in Ghent ft and two 
large brazen images of a father and fon, who obtained 
this diftinguifhed mark of the admiration of their feL 
low-citizens by the following incidents : 

' Both the father and the fon were, for fome offence 
againft the ftate, condemned to die. Some favour- 
able circumftances appearing on the fide of the fon, 
he was granted a remillion of his fliare of the fen- 
tence, upon certain provifions — in fliort, he was of- 
fered a pardon, on the moft cruel and barbarous con- 
dition that ever entered into the mind of even monk- 
ifli barbarity, namely, that he would become the ex- 
ccutiorer of hisjfather ! He at firft refolutely refufed 
to preferve his life by means fo fatal and deteftable : 
This is not to be wondered at j for I hope, for the 

honour 



JOURNEY FROM GHENT TO BRUSSELS. ^j 

honour of our nature, that there are but few, very- 
few fons, who would not have fpumed, with abhor- 
rence, life fuflained on conditions fo horrid, fo unna- 
tural. The fon, though long inflexible, was at length 
overcome by the tears and entreaties of a fond father, 
who reprefented to him, that, at all events, his (the 
father's) life was forfeited, and that it would be the 
greatefl: poflible confolation to him, at his laft mo- 
ments, to think, that in his death he was the inftru- 
ment of his fon's prefervation. The youth confented 
to adopt the horrible means of recovering his life and 
liberty : he lifted the axe ; but, as it was about to 
fall, his arm funk nervelefs, and the axe dropped 
from his hand ! Had he as many lives as hairs, he 
would have yielded them all, one atter the other, ra- 
ther than again even conceive, much lefs perpetrate, 
fuch an aft. Life, liberty, every thing, vanifhed be- 
fore the dearer interefts of filial affeftion : he fell upon 
his father's neck, and, embracing him, triumphantly 
exclaimed, ** My father, my father! we will die to-, 
gether !** and then called for another executioner US 
fulfil the fentence of the law. 

Hard mufl be their hearts indeed, bereft of every 
fentiment of virtue, every fenfation of humanity, who 
could fbmd infenfible fpeftators of fuch a fcene — ^A 
fudden peal of involuntary applaufes, mixed with 
groans and fighs, rent the air. The execution was 
fufpended ; and on a fimple reprefentation of the 
tranfa£tion, both were pardoned : high rewards and 
honours were conferred on the fon ; and finally, thofe 
two admirable brazen images were raifed, to comme- 
morate a tranfaAion fo honourable to human nature, 
and tranfmit it for the inftruftion and emulation of 
pofterity. The ftatue reprefents the fon in the very 
aft of letting fall the axe. 

Lay this to your mind, my dear Frederick : talk 
pvcr it to your brother ; indulge all the charming 

fympathetic 
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fyrapathetic fehfations it communicates : never let a 
Hiiftaken Ihame, or a falfe idea (which fome endea- 
vour to imprcfs) that it is unmanly to melt at the talc 
t)f woe, and fympathize with our fellow-creatures, 
ftop the current of your fenfibility^^no ! Be affured, 
that, on the contrary, it is the true criterion of man- 
hood and valour to feel ; and that the more fyrapa- 
thetic and fcnfible the heart is, the more nearly it is 
allied to the Divinity. 

I AM now on the point of conducting you out of 
Auftrian Flanders — One town only, and that compa- 
ratively a fmall one, lying between Us and Brabant : 
the name of this town is Aloft, or, as the Flemings 
%ellit, Aelft. 

From Ghent to Bruffels (the next great ftage in ' 
my way^, I found, to my regret, that there was no * 
conveyance by water : I therefore was obliged to go 
in a voiture, and ftopt at Aloft, a& an intermediate 
fege; and mathematically intermediate it is — ^for it 
lies at equal diftance from Ghent and Bruffels, being 
cxaftly fifteen miles from each-r 

This is a fmall, but exceeding neat town, fituated 
<m the river Dender ; and being a remarkably great 
thoroughfare, accommodations of every kind are tole- 
rably good in it. It would be idle to fuppofe, that 
Catholic zeal had left fo many fouls unprotefted and 
ondifciplined, where there were fo m^ny bodies ca- 
pable of drudgery to pay for it. In 'truth, there 
has been as ample provifion made for the town of 
Aloft in the way of facerdotal bufinefs, as for any 
other town in the Netherlands — ^regard being had to 
its bulk ; for there were feveral convents ,of friars, 
and of courfe feveral of nuns : bcfides, there was a 
Jefuit*s college of fome note. How they all fare by 
diis time, it is difficult for me to determine. 

The 
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The church of Saint Martin could boaft of fomc 
excellent piftures, particularly a moft capital piece, 
" La Pe/ie,'' by Rubens, 

In a convent inhabited by a fet of monks, deno- 
minated Gulielmite, I faw the tomb of Thierry 
Martin, who firft brought the art of printing from 
Germany to that place. His name and fame are 
tranfmitted to us by an epitaph upon his tomb, writ- 
ten by his friend, the ingenious Erafmus. 

This tomb of Thierry Martin ftands a monu- 
ment, not only of his merit, but of the fhort-fighted- 
nefs and folly even of monks* Alas, filly men ! they 
little knew, that when they granted Thierry Mar- 
tin the honours of the convent, they were harbour- 
ing, in their hallowed ground, one of their grcateft: 
enemies, and commemorating the man who was con- 
tributing to the overthrow of their facred order : for 
the art of printing, wherever it reached, illuminated 
the human mind, and firft kindled up that light, be- 
fore which prieftcraft, and all its pious impoftures,' 
like evil fpeftres, have vaniflied. To the art of print- 
ing is human fociety indebted for many of the advan- 
tages which it poileffes beyond the brute or favagc 
tribes — ^for the perfeftion of arts, the cxtenfion of fci- 
epce, the general enlargement of the mind, and, above 
all, for the emancipation of perfon and property from 
the ihackles of defpotifm', and of the human intelleft 
from the fetterf of blindnefs and ignorance with 
which facerdtlid fraud had chained it for centuries to 
the earth. 

The territory of this city is of pretty large extent, 
and is called a county, having, in ancient times, had 
counts of its own ; and the wiiole of it is extremely 
fruitful in pafture, com, hops, flax, and moft other 
produdions of thofe climes. 

I made but a very fhort ftay at Aloft, when I pro* 
ceeded on to Bniflcls ; ?ind, having thus brought you 

*^. . ^-ijp througjh 
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through that part of the Netherlands called Auftrian 
Flanders, I think I ought to give you a general ac- 
count of the country at large, as I have hitherto con- 
fined myfelf merely to the cities and towns of it ; but 
as this letter is already of a length that will not allow 
of any great addition, I ihall poftpone itey intended 
defcription to my next. 
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W ERE mankind to he guided by modera- 
tion, reafon, and juftice — were there no luft for terri- 
tory in particular ftates — no . ambition or dcfirc in 
kings for an undue enlargement of their power — no 
unjuflifiable infraftions attempted by one ftate or po-^ 
tcntatc upon the peace and pofleffion of another — no 
armies to carry defolation and plunder through the 
world, nor churchmen more mild, but not more mo- 
derate, to drain them with their fubtle deceptions- 
were the hulbandman, the fiflierman, the mailufaftu- 
rer, and the labourer, permitted to make, by their in- 
tduftry, the beft ufe of the foil on which chance or 
nature had planted them, and to lift the fruits of their 
labour to their own lips— no people were more happy 
than the inhabitants of Audrian Flanders. • 

This country is bounded, to the north, by the 
Scheldt ; to the north-weft, by the Northern Sea ; 
to the fouth, and fouth-weft, by Artois, one of the 
fincft Provinces of France ; and to the caft, by Bra- 
laant. Its greateft length is feYcnty-five miles j and 

its 
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its greatcft breadth, fifty-five. The air is good ; 
but it is faid to be better in proportion as it recedes 
from the fca. The winters are fdmetimes long and 
fevere^ aijd the fummers fometimes 'wet and fultry ; 
yet, in general, the climate is agreeable. ITic foil 
is in moft parts fertile, and in fome to a degree equal 
to that of any part of Europe. It is chiefly famous 
for its pafturage ; in confequence of which, great 
numbers of black cattle, horfes and flieep, are bred 
in it, and immenfc quantities of butter and checfe 
made. It is, befides, abundantly produftivc of all forts 
of culinary vegetables — fruit in great quantities — 
corn and flax, which laftjs not only railed in great 
plenty, but is celebrated for the finencfe and ftraigth 
of its ftaple. It is true, that in fome parts they 
have not com fuiEcient for the inhabitants j but this 
is well rccompenfed by other produftions, with the 
redundance of which they purchafe the fuperfluoui, 
grain of their neighbours — for, where the inhabitants 
do follow tillage, the produce is unequalled, and the 
fuperfluity mufl: of couffe be great. 

The fuperior fecundity of the flieep of this country 
is very remarkable, and difficult, perhaps, to be ac- 
counted for — a ewe here bringing forth conftantly 
three lambs at a birth, fometimes four, fometimes 
five, and fome have been known to produce as many 
as fix and feven — ^no fmall inflance of the prodigality 
of nature in providing for this fpot. 

At fome diftancc from the fea-coafl, the face of 
the country is decorated with a profufion of wood^ 
fitted either for timber or for fuel ; and towards the 
coaft, where nature has been rather niggard of that 
blelfing, the inhabitants fubflitute, in its flcad, for fuel, 
a kind of turf, which they find at the depth of four 
of five feet from the furface of the earth, and which 
makes a fire, not only cheerful, pleafant, and hot, 
but remarkably ' wholefome, being free from the def* 
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trudive fulphureous and bituminous vapour attendant 
upon coal. 

Perhaps no part of the world is better ftipplicd than 
this province with all forts of fifli, as well thofe of 
fea as frefh water : fowl and venifon were extrcmeljr 
plenty and reafonable ; and a ^reat deal of excellent 
beer was brewed in it. It is waflied by feveral rivers, 
four of which are noble ftreams, namely, the Scheldt, 
the Lys, the Scarpe, and the Dender ; and there arc 
feveral canals, the chief of which is that between 
Bruges and Ghent, 

Thus in whatever way it be confidcred, nature 
feems to have made ample provifion for the happinefs 
of the people : how far they are fo, you ihall hear 
when I come to give a general view of the Nether- 
lands — that which is applicable to Auftrian Flanders 
being equally fo to all the other parti of the Nether- 
lands, excepting thofe under the dominion of the 
Republic of the United States. 

The States of this country, according to the con- 
ftitution it once poffeffed, coitfiftcd of clergy, the no* 
bility, and the commoners. The clergy were the 
bifhops and abbots : the nobility was compofed of 
certain families holding hereditary offices or baronies, 
to which that privilege was annexed ; and the com- 
moners were made up of the burgomafters, penfioners 
and deputies of the cities and diftrifts. But the 
only religion profeffed or tolerated in this country, 
was the Roman Catholic. 

Of the people of Auftrian Flanders a celebrated 
Author gives the following account, which I tranf- 
cribe for your ufe, the rather as my ftay there was 
too ftiort to enable me to make any material obfer- 
vations on them, or their manners. — 

*^ With refpeft to the perfons and charafters of 
the inhabitants,** fays he, " they are, generally fpeak- 
ing, lufty, fat, and clumly — ^very induftrious, both id 

cultivating 
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cultivating tlieir iands^ and in their trades and manu- 
&dures — ^lovers of liberty, and enemies to flavcry— 
and not defeftiye in good fenfe or judgment, though 
they have not (o lively an imagination as fome other 
nations. Their women are fair, handfome enough, 
and honeft by their natural conftitution, as well as 
from a principle of virtue : as they cannot pretend 
to wit and repartee, they do not make themfelves 
ridiculous by the naufeous afFedation of them. Both 
fexes are great lovers of public diverfions ; and every 
city, town, and village, have their kermiffes, or foirs, 
in which all forts of (hews are exhibited/* 

Many arts which now enrich other nations, and 
the importance of which has excited contefts and 
llruggles of the mod fcrious • kind in , the political 
world, were invented or improved in that country. 
Weaving^ in general, though not invented, was 
greatly improved j and the art of forming figures of 
all forts in linen was firft invented there. To the 
Flemings we are alfo indebted for the arts of curing 
herrings, dyeing cloths and fluffs, and oil-colours. 
But thofe arts, and the manufafturcs, have gradually 
Aid away from them, and left but a fmall fhare be- 
hind, when compared with their former flourifliing 
ftate : they have flown to a land of liberty and 
fecurity, where hoftile feet never tread, were flavery 
corrupteth not, where war devoureth not, nor Prieflsr 
nor Defpots break in and fleal. Neverthclcfs, fjlk, 
cotton and woollen fluffs, brocades, camblets, tapcflry, 
hnen, and lace, arc flill manufaftured here to fome 
fioiall extent. 

This province had counts of its own, from the 
ninth century up to the year 1369, when it was 
made over, by marriage (like a farm of cattle) to 
the dukes of Burgundy ; and afterwards, again, was 
by them made over, in like way of marriage, to the 
Houfc of Auflria. In 1667 ''ranee feized the fouthern 
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part ; and the States General obtained the northern^ 
partly by the treaty of Munfter, and partly by the 
Barrier treaty of 171 5. 

To reckon upon the natural endowments of this 
country, one would fuppofe that it fliould be a ter- 
reftrial paradife : yet fuch is the wickednefs of man^ 
and the outrageous fpirit of power, that it is alxnoil 
the lafl country in Europe in which I would have pro* 
perty, and fix a permanent refidence. Juft now, while I 
am writing, I have before me an account, that the 
French to whom they opened their gates, have plun- 
dered them to the laft atom of their moveable pof- 
feifions J and that the property of the unfortunate 
people is now in waggons, on its way to Paris. 

Once more, my boy, I fay, blefs your God, that 
planted you in a country cheered by the voice of 
freedom, defended by Britifh valour, and, what is of 
more confequence, furrounded by the Ocean. 



LETTER XL 



ITAVING condufted you through that part 
of the Netherlands called Auftrian Flanders, we arc 
now to direft our attention to that called Auftrian 
Brabant, of which part, as well as of the Nether- 
lands in general, Bruffels, where I arrived the fame 
day I left Ghent, is the capital, giving its name to 
a quarter or territory that furrounds it. 

In all parts of the Netherlands through which I 
travelled, I could not help admiring the uniform de- 

4 corations 
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cofiftttons of the roads, rrrcrs, aftd canals| with rows 
of lofty trees, which form a moft agreeable fhade 
from the fummer's burning fun, and yet do not ob- 
ftruift any great extent of profpeft, the country is fo 
extremely flat. And one thing I remarked, and 
which certainly fcems at firft view, extraordinary, is, 
that ia the great extent of country through which 
we have hitherto paflTed, from Oftend to Bruffels, 
being fixty»eight miles, I fca^ ce faw one nobleman or 
gentleman's feat--Hnothing above the houfe of a 
hulbaodman, a curate, or ibme perfbn of fmall for- 
tiaiic : and yet the country h extremely rich ; and! 
faw nany fpots, as I went along, charming beyond 
ddcription, and fuch :as would tempt, Khould think, 
a vasa of tafte and opulence to fettle in them. This 
muft zpp&LV unaccountable to tbofe who do not re- 
coiled that in* a country fubjeA like this to the 
ravaging incurfions of contending armies, fortified 
towns arc confidered as the moft pieafing, becaufe 
the moft fecurc retreats of opulence. 

As I approached the city of Bruffels, I was ftruck 
with a mixed fenfation of furprife and delight at the 
appearance it made*— none that I had ever feen being 
comparable to it, and not one in Europe, by the 
account of travellers, being in that refpeft fuperior 
to it, Naples and Genoa only excepted : like them, 
however, it, when entered, falls far fhort of the ex- 
pe&ation raifed by its external appearance, being all 
compofed of hills and hollows, which not only fatigue, 
but render the appearance of the ftreets, though well 
built, contemptible and mean. 

Bruflcls ftands on the beautiful little river Sonne, 
on the larow of a hill. The city is about feven 
miles in circumference, has feven gates, with exten- 
five fuburbs, and is encompailed with a double wall 
miide of brick, and ditches ; but its fize is too great 
for ftrcngth, as a face of defence of fuch extent 
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could not poflibly hold out a long ficgc — a great 
and infupcrable defcft in fuch a country as I have 
defcribed. 

Great as is the extent of ground on which this 
city ftands, it is neverthelefs very well built, and 
extremely populous. It is ornamented with no fewer 
than feven fquares, all of them remarkably fine, par- 
ticularly the great fquare or market place, which is 
reckoned to be perhaps the fineft in Europe, Around 
it arc the halls of the different trades, the fronts of 
which are adorned, in a fuperb manner, with emble- 
matical fculpture, with gilding, and a variety of Latin 
infcriptions. One quarter of this fquare is entirely 
occupied by the town-houfes, a noble pile of build- 
ing, in which there were apartments where the States 
of Brabant met, finely adorned with tapeftry in gilt 
frames, and fome admirable original paintings. At 
the time I was there, the whole city was in motion, 
preparing for the Inauguration of the Emperor, who 
was then impatiently expefted, and whofe approach 
made fuch a buftle, and promifed fuch a fpcftacle, 
as made nje regret the necefilty I lay under of pro- 
ceeding on my journey. The town-houfe was put 
into the higheft order, and fubfequently fell a facri- 
fice to the great and important event for which it 
was prepared. 

The fleeple of this building is of a moft ftupen- 
dous height — three hundred and fixty-four feet ; and 
on the top of it is erefted a ftatuc of Saint Michaei* 
killing the Dragon, of the enormous height of fevcn- 
teen feet : this coloflal ftatue is fo conftrufted as to 
ferve for a weather-cock ; and being made of cop- 
per, well gilt^ is at once confpicuous, magnificent, and 
ornamental. 

The public buildings of Bruflels, particularly the 
palaces and courts of the feveral princes, counts, and 
other perfons .of diflinftion, (and, you may be furc, 

the 
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the churches and cJoifters too), arc fpacious, ex* 
penfive, and magnificent. Behind the imperial 
palace, which ftood in the highcft part of the city, 
but was burnt down many years ago, is a park, well 
(locked with deer, and planted with trees, like Sti 
JamcsVpark at London, for the inhabitants to walk 
in. At the farther end of it is a fine plcafure-houfe^ 
built by the Emperor Charles the fifth, after his 
abdication. 

The palace is a magnificent ftrufture : the rooms 
of it are finiihed in a ftyle far fuperior to thofe of any 
palace in England, and enriched with many fine paint- 
ings : that of the iamily of Hector, in the council 
chamber, lays claim to the firft rank of eftiinenccrf 
Of the other buildings (the grandeur of which enti- 
tle them to the names of palacjcs), thofe of the Prince 
de Ja Tour and Taxis^ and the Britifli earl of Aylef- 
bury, are diftinguiflied by great beauty and magnifi- 
cence. Indeed, in all the palaces, there arecollec-. 
tions of original paintings, by the moft eminent maf- 
ters, both Italian and Flemifh. 

The royal library of Bruflt:ls claims particular at- 
tention, for the magnitude and liberality of its efta- 
bliihment, containing a grand colleftion of the moft 
excellent books in all languages, and being open all 
the year on Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays, to 
public accefs. 

The arfenal of Bruffds is extremely well worth 
going to fee, on account of the very curious antique 
• arms it contains^— of which it is, at this diftance of 
time, impoffible for me to give you any account worth 
attention. . The armour of the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, together with the furniture of his horfe, 
and ftate fword, are fliewn : I could fee nothing either 
novel or intcrefting in them — ^a ftrong mark, I pre- 
fume, of my want of tafte ; but I confcfs my organs 
are ngt fo refined as to feel any extraordinary emo- 
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tions at flic fight of a heap of inert matter, merely 
becaufe it once enveloped tbc carcafe of a tyrant : 
wither were thegr fo very coarfc or dull as not to ua- 
dergo very pointed fenfotions at the fi^t of the |ir- 
mour of Montezuma, the injured emperor of Mex^ 
ioo, the TiAim of avarice and rapine, under thdr 
ufual vobSl, religion. Why Montezuma's zrmow 
(hould make a part of the trophies of a Popifli ftaite, 
and be triumphantly exhibited, is hard to account ifor 
in human folly i why that (hould be exhibited which 
is a fbtin of the deepeft-^damned black, in their lA^ck 
code of faith, is aftoni&ing, «»ilefs we allow the tinth 
of the old iaymg, ^* Quos D^us vult perdere, prius 
dcmentA;** and that, after having violated every 
principle of virtue, morality, aiad human feeling'— 
after having furpaffcd in cruelty all that we know of 
the worft monftcrs of the earthy or of the deep, th? 
fell hyena, or the ravening fliarfc*— after having fuc* 
cefsfuUy emulated the worft efforts of the moft malig* 
nant fpirits tl\at are faid to hcJd counfel for the ruin 
of mankind in hell — they were ddirous to tranfinit 
the fpoils of their ravages to pofterity, to teli them 
what glorious things have been atchieved in days of 
yore, for the love of Christ— -to demonftratc what 
benefits are to be derived from a religion which has, 
for fo many hundred years, given fanftioo to every 
enormity that ftrikes the foul of man with horror, and 
thereby to make converts to their j»-iaciple§* Mon- 
fters ! fools ! Away with your idle cants, yc hypo- 
crites, who would brand the cruelties of the prefent 
days, the maffacres of the Jacobins, wrth the crime of 
infidelity, and attribute thofe much lameijtisd defec- 
tions from humanity to a falling off from the Chrif- 
tian faith. Look to Mexico ! — -fee a monftcr, a high 
prieft of your religion, collcftiug, by fair piomifes 
and fweet perfuafion, a people round him ; ajid, whjMi 
a plain was filled, conupanding his bloodhounds, arm- 
ed 
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td widi fword and crndfix, to hll upon 2nd muT' 
dcr than— becanfe one poor creature, who knew 
not what a boat tmacaty had accidentally dropped a 
btble &om his hands 1-^fee him not fparing age or 
fcx, but butchering aH, fior the love of Christ!— 
When have the detcded and en&ensned mob of 
France porpetvated^ in the fuQ torrent of popular 
fiienzy^ fach alrocitiies as this croel prief): comtiftted 
in cold blood ? when have they himted down dxeir 
&lbwMTeatu£e^ mai&cred chitdren^ and ghnra daeir 
yet paating members to then- dogs for food, as pious 
Chriftians, headed by a pious^ prieft, have done ia 
Mexico? Never I never !—*Leani wiidom, then, yc 
hypocrites I and if you caxmot con^nnce your encnotcs 
l^ reafiao, os co»q;i3er them by force, and if their pro- 
d^tory and widced p7ogre& is not to> be flopped, do 
mot fanfidfy their encfrmities, or palliate thdr crimes, 
in the eye of reafos, by a comparifba with thofe of a 
deeper dye : remember, that " not to be the worft 
ftands inlTome rank of praife,** and th^t the Jacobin 
cruelties of Paris, horrible though they were, were 
pity and tender mercy, compared with the Chriftian 
butchery in Mexico, in Europe, in Afia, in every 
place where Popery dVer fet its blood|y hoof. 

You are not, from what I fay,, to infer that I enter- 
tain any illiberal animofity to Popery\^ as many men, 
and more women, do, merely becaufe its articles of 
faith diSet from thofe in which I was bred ; I truft 
my heart and underilanding are above fuch very de- 
grading pvepdices : but I abhor every thing that mi- 
litates againd human h^pinefs^— every thing that 
cruihes the (derations, of intelled>— every thing that 
flops the current of opinion, and prevents its courfe 
from, enlarging and mcUoratii^g our condition : I ab- 
hor the impertinent and hypocritical intrufioa of all 
churchmen upon national cit domedic concerns; the 
more, when that intruiion is mifchievous : and nriore 
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ftill, when it affumes the malk of piety — for that 
is at once a fraud upon man and an abufe of God. 
All thofe caufes of abhorrence attach, more or lefs, 
to all fefts of the Chriftian religion, the Quakers 
^only excepted — ^but to Popery rather more man to 
any of the others ; for it is obferved, that while the 
very firft principles of Chriftianity, as originally laid 
down in theory, are peace and good-will towards 
men, warfare, perfecution, and bldodfhed, have prac- 
tically marked its footfteps wherever it has trod, and 
its very eflcnce been perverted by its own minifters, 
who, entrufted with the key of the temple, fteal the 
veftments from the altar, to cover the deformed, 
crooked back ot vice. But the rays of dawning rea- 
fon now break with fuller light upon mankind ; and 
it haftens to meridiaii refplendence, before which thofe 
phantoms raifed by pious jugglers will Vanifti, and, 
" like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave not ^ 
wreck behind,'* 



LETTER XII. 



IN the arfenar of Bruflels was another curio- 
fity, which I overlooked in my laft — a model of a 
cannon, conftrufted fo as to throw feven balls at once. 
It is fome confolation to philanthropy to refleft, that 
of all the abominable engines and inftruments which 
the inventive faculties of man have difcovered to in- 
creafe the cruelty and carnage of war, not one has 
been of late times adopted. This model lies here, 
therefore, only as a memorial of the diabolical genius 
pf the inventor, 

The 
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. The opera-houfe of Bniflels, accounted the nobleft 
and largeft in £ urope, is boilt after the Italian man* 
ner, ^th rows of lodges or dofets, in mod of which 
are chimneys. One of' thofe, which belonged to a 
prince, who/e title I now forget, was hung with look- 
iTig'gl2S£s^ in which, while he fat by the fire, took 
refrefhments, or reclined on his couch, he could fee 
the whole irprefentation, without being expofed to the 
view of either the adors or the audience. 

The markets of Bruflels are very remarkable. The 
dukes of St. Pierre paid no lefs than forty thoufand 
florins, or upwards of three thoufand pounds Sterling, 
for four piAures of them, painted by Rubens and 
Synder — ^Lewis the Fcrartcenth of France offered 
an unmcnfe fum of money for them ; but they found 
their way at laft into the colledion of the Briiifh Earl 
of Qrford. The value of them is faid, by connoif- 
feurs, to be beyond computation. 

Bruffels is extremely well fupplied with water ; 
for, befid^ the river, it has' twenty public fountains^ 
adorned with flatues, at the comers of the moil pub- 
lic fb-eets ; and the lower part of the city is cut into 
canals, which communicate with the great one, ex- 
tending from Bruflels to the Scheldt, fifteen miles : 
by means of this canal, which was finiihed in 1561, 
and cofl the city eight hundred thoufand florins, a 
perfoQ may fail from Bruflels to the North Sea ; and 
barques do adually go twice a-day to Antwerp, and 
back again. 

This city is full of churches, of which the moft 
remarkable is that of Saint Michaei. and Saint 
GuDui^A, commonly called the cathedral. It is a 
fuperb, old Gothic flrufture, and, from its celebrated 
fituation, a mofi: beautiful ornament to the city. It 
is not only grand in its external appearance, but 
finely adorned within. The pillars which fupport the 
roof are lofty and elegant : and againft each is a fta* 
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tue of ten feet in height. There are nolefe than fix- 
teen chapek in it ; and each chapel is enriched vridi 
abundance of fpiendid ornaments, altar finery, eainlle* 
fticks, crucifixes, &c. aiid with fome exceUeat pic- 
tures too : a pifture of Jesus Christ prefcnting the 
keys of Paradife to Saint Peter, which is reckoned 
among the dief-d'ceuvres of Rubens, bangs in one 
of thofe chapek. There arc fome monuments, aKb, 
of very great merit, in the choir of this church. Birt 
that which I think by far the gireateft a^d meH admi- 
rable curiofity (I mean of human workmanfSiip) in 
the church, is a pulpit-MDne of the richeft and nnA 
cxquifitely wrought pieces I have ever fcen : at the 
bottom are feen Adam and Eve as large as life, ire- 
prefentcd as at the moment when the angel drove 
them out of Paradife: in both of their faces, are 
deeply and expeflively n>arked the traits of a mind 
agonifed with anguifli and remorfc : behind Eve is a 
figure of Death, which follows them ; and on the top 
of the pulpit are feen the figures of Jesus Christ 
and the Virgin Mary crufliing the head of the Ser- 
t. The flrong expreflions in the faces of all thcrfc 
figures, and the exquifite turn of the workmanfliip, is 
the more remarkable, as it is all cut out of oak wood. 

Of fupernatural curiofities, one of the chapels in 
this cathedral contains fome, that, -for mirack, yield 
to nonfe in the long catalogue of monkifli devices. 
Three hofts or wafers are daily worfliipped by the 
people ; which hofts or wafers, the priefts firmly af- 
fert, and the people as firmly believe, were, fo long 
ago as the year 1369, ftabbed by a Jew, and bled 
profufely. They are expofed on every feftival, in a 
chalice richly fet with diamonds ; and on the firft Sun- 
day after every thirteenth of July, there is a yearly 
proccffion iu* memory of this ftabbing and bleeding, 
when the hofts are carried in great ftate round the 
city, embclliflicd with all manner of precious ftones, 

and 
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and attended by all the clergy, fecular and regular, 
the magiftrate^, the courts of jufticc, and even by Ac 
governor of the province : the chapel Tvhere they arc 
kept IS t)f marble, and the ahar of folid filver. 

Great God ! what an opprobrium to the famnan 
underftanding, that, at the time when the .mind of 
man is fufficiently enlightened to avoid the wezitneft 
of fhamefiil credulity, a whole people fhould ftoop to 
ftich extravagant impofitioti ! what a fcamc to juftioc 
and honefty, that thofe who are trofted to guard the 
rights of a people, and who certainly are too wrfl 
informed to yield their belief to fuch trafli, fhould 
yet join in, and give the weight of their authority to 
fa grofs, fo wicked a deception on a community ! The 
magiftrates, the courts of juftice, and the governor — 
they walk, too, in company with the bald-pated im- 
poftors — Good God ! can more be faid ? volumes of 
conument could not elucidate or render it more con- 
fjMCuoufly abfurd than the bare recital of the faft itfelf. 

It is impofEble for me to recount to you the num* 
ber of nunneries, of various orders, in which unfor- 
tunate women were doiftered up, fome from bigotry, 
and others by force, in this city. There were, how- 
ever, two of them Englilh — one of Dominican ladies, 
feunded by Cardinal Howard, in the reign of 
Charles the Second, of which a lady of the noble 
Houfe of Norfolk was always abbefs : the other is of 
BenedSftine nuns ; the Beguinage ojF the latter is like 
a little town, furrounded with a wall and ditch, and 
divided into pretty little ftreets, where every Beguine 
has her apartment ; the number of them amounts in 
general to feven or eight hundred, fometimes more. 

If population be the true ftrength of a nation, 
this part, of Popery is very impolitic. The fucceffion of 
women in this one convent fince the reign of Charles 
the fecond, muft amount to many thoufands. Had 
thofe been married, s^nd, on an average, had only 

two 
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two children each, with the children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, down to the prefcnt day, 
in all the ramifications of defcent, there is no doubt 
but fheir number would equal that of the whole 
people of fome extenfive provinces. What, then, 
mnu be the lofs to the population of the earth, 
anfiog from the celibacy of fo many millions of 
males aiid females as have been configned to flerility 
hi the catholic countries,.' ever fince that extraor- 
dinary doftrine came firft into faftiion ? It is out of 
die reach of calculation : not but, now and then, they 
may have children — indeed they certainly have ; but 
thofe are generally difpofed of in a way not to 
bring {hame on the frail Sifterhood, or their Con- 
fefibrs* 

In wading through fuch a torrent of offenfive ideas 
as the innumerable abfurdities and deceptions of 
Popilh countries continually raife in the mind, it is 
z pleafing circumftance to be relieved by the con- 
templation of fome really ufeful, humane inftitution ; 
and fuch a one prefents itfelf now to my recolleftion : 
At Bruffqls, and, I am told, at all great towns of 
the Netherlands, there is a public ofiice for lending 
money at a very moderate intereft iipon pledges : 
it is called the Mount of Piety ; and was eftabliflied 
nearly io8 years ago by the Archduke, Albert, 
and Isabella, his wife. By this inftitution, the 
poor are faved from the fleecings and frauds of pawn- 
brokers : and to render it ftill more perfeft in ac- 
commodation, there are private paflages for en- 
trance ; fo that thofe who would wifli to conceal 
their neceflities, are exempted from the mortification 
of being feen publicly going in, or coming out. 

You have read, I prefume, that in the days of 
Heathenifm, the Deities of that curious Mythology 
were fuppofed to rejoice in the number Three. The 
Popifh Code has fixed upon Seven as the lucky num- 
ber. 



DESCRIPTION OF BRUSSELS. ^ - 

ber. Thus they have feven facraments, fcven deadljr 
fins, &c. &c. BrufTcis has improved upon tKat ; and, 
taking the hint from their bleffed liturgy, has fcven 
grand ij^ets ; feven parilh-churches ; fcven Patrician 
families, out of vi^hich the Magiftrates iu-e or were 
defted j feven large fquares j feven midwivcs, licenicd 
and fwom by the Senate; and feven gates,, Icad- 
ing to feven places of rdflbxions and exercife, one to 
a jplace proper for fow J^ a fecond to a place for 
fiming, a third to one for hunting, a fourth to pleafant 
fields, a fifth to paftime grounds, a fixth to fprings 
and vineyards, and a feventh to gardens. Befides all 
which fevens, they boaft of having once had the 
great good fortune of entertaining, at one time, feven 
crowned heads, with feven thoufand horfe belonging 
to their retinue. If there were any fpell in the num- 
ber Seven, the people of Bruflels furely imift have 
been fecure from all mifchicf ; but the Sans-culoties 
have broken the charm, difperfed the necromancers, 
and lowered poor number Seven to its mere arith- 
metical value. 

The inns, or eating, houfes, in this city, were 
equal to any in the world : a ftranger might dine 
there better and cheaper than in any place per- 
haps, on earth. Tl^e wines, alfo, were excellent 
and cheap ; and coach-hire beyond expeftation rea- 
fonable — ^And here I fecolleft to remark to you, ' 
that, all the way from Oftend to Bruflels, one is 
obliged to fit, dine, &c. in bed-chambers ; a circum- 
ftance which is extremely difcordant to the feelings 
of thofe who hav^ bpen ufed to Britifli inns, although 
.the bed^chamberji are, to fay the truth, large and 
commodious. At the very walls of Bruflels begins the 
famous wood of Sogne, from which the inhabitants 
were allowed to cut wood for fuel : as fafl: as the 
trees v^^crc cut down, frefli ones were planted ilQ their 

(lead ; 
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ftead ; by^rhicb means the*wood. was preferved, and it 
afibrded a cc»tiimair fupply tx) the poor. 

Brtdeis is fb very remarkable^ a jA^cc tb^t I tta^re 
taken more than mj ufual kope of deficrnfea oi it. 
Jofir ar I had finiihed it, I read a paragiSph ia the 
public papers, flating that it is likely to be anaesed 
10 the temtortea of thie French Republic. 
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LETTER Xm. 



'Hitherto, as I have proceeded o» mf 
travels, I have been purppfely very particwtlar 'm my 
dcfcriplions of the towns through which I pafiedc^ 
ray way to India, in order to give yoiMr mind a' dif. 
pofition to inquiry, and poiat out to yofla an over- 
flowing fpurce of improvement and delight. Having 
fo far fhewn you how amply you will be rewarded, 
even in \ amnfement, by the trouble of fearching 
into books, for the accurate topographical defcrip- 
tions of towns, citiea, buildings, &c, &c. I think I 
may fpare myfelf that labour for the future,, ajid 
confine mjfiHf to thole points that more immediately 
apply to the enlargement of the mind — I mean, the 
government, laws^ manners, and charafter of the people 
of each country ; and only ufe the former as fubfes- 
vient to the latter purpofe, at lead until I come to 
tbofe places where, the ground being but little trod- 
den by Britifli feet, more precife defeription may 
become neccflary. 

But, 
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But, befod^ I leave th^^etherlaads, I mufl make 

a few i^eoEurks upon the countiy and people, which it 

would be unpardonable iu me to omit, after having beea 

' alreadjr ib minutely particular in things of infenor 

Hierk to the fcope of my plan. 

Althoi^ perfonal appearance be, in the eye of 
Moral Philofophy, a very inferior coniidaution, and 
Biiad the proper ftudy ^ man ^ yet, in defcribing a 
people, I cannot think it altogether unnecellary to 
uidude their perfonal appearance; as It will be found 
that there exifts a greater analogy between the 
perfba and the mind of men than is genorally per- 
ccAved. Thus the lively hilarity, the reftlefs aftivity, 
tbe levity and fantaftic charaf^er of the French, arc 
ftrongly pcAirtrayed in the national perfon. In like 
Hiaanerj the lufly^. fat, clumfy and misihapen per&a 
of the people of the Netherlands, is ftrongly illaC- 
trative of the temper and habit of their mmd, !&• 
telleAs and fpirits : induilrious and heavy ; dull of 
voderftaikling, but not defe&ive in judgment ; flow 
io work — but, perfevering in effort, and unerring in. 
t^ procc6, they a^e generally fuQcefsful in the ^oA : 
in war, cold and backward at offeniive operatioasy 
hut ioflexible and terrible in reUfbince ; like the boar • 
ef the Ibreft, they feek not the combat; with aiiy» 
tot will not go out of their way to decline it wi^ 
the mpft powerful : their appetites and defires cooler 
diaa otho: nations, but lefs fub}e£l to change or 
eaprioe: never violently in love, but rationally al:* 
Inched to their wives ; and both men and womea 
faithful to their conjugal vow, as well from naturd 
tdvpo^ament, as from a principle of virtue. 

Thus conftituted by nature, the effefts of their in- 
duftry are wonderful in every thing, biit chiefly in 
their canak and fluices, which ferve not only for the 
fupport of 'their commerce, and the facility of inter- 
coatie, but for their defence againfl: enemies : this 

was 
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was in other times ; but, alas ! the former of thefe 
nfcis, commerce, has fo entirely abforbed all their in- 
tcUeft, and poffeffed their very fouls, that they fecm 
almofl: entirely negligent of the latter ; and from being, 
of all people, the moft wife and vigilant in determining 
and afcertaining their rights, the moft zealous affcrters 
and defenders of their independence, the moft ardent 
friends to liberty, and t^jp moft determined enemies 
to flavery, they are become a fort of ftrange, in- 
confiftent, hotch-potch politicians, whom ingenuity 
itfclf would find a difficulty in defcribing. They retain 
fo much of their ancient* and noble vigilance as ferves 
to make them fufpicious — ^fo much of their indepen- 
dence as difpofes them to change — fo much of their 
jcaloufy as ftimulates them to refiftance — but not 
one particle of their former wifdom, to inftruft them 
where they fhould attach themfelves, where refift, or 
where refolve to aft — ^nor of their courage to carry 
any refolution they might form into eflfeft. 

In the year 1781, the Emperor Joseph the Second 
came to Bruffels, in order to indulge his paternal 
feelings as a monarch with the contemplation and 
view of his fubjefts, and alfo to be. inaugurated; 
aiid perhaps upon no occafion that has ever occurred 
in the moft volatile nation, was there greater joy 
more univerfally expreffed. For fome time before his 
arrival, the whole country was in motion; and, even with 
them, domeftic induftry ftoppcd its ufual perfevering 
pace, fufpended in the eager, anxious expeftation of 
hfs arrival. Every thing in the birth, education, 
natural difpofition and perfon of the young Emperor, 
united to imprefs his fubjefts with the moft exalted 
opinion of his goodnefs, and to infpire all ranks of 
people with the moft fortunate pr^fages of a wife and 
beneficent government. Nor did he difappoint them : 
his conduft, when among them, is handed over to 
remembrance, by a variety of afts of benevolence 

and 
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and condefcenfion, which fliowed that the grandcnr 
of the monarch had not made him forget the nature 
of the rtian, and that his heart was better fitted for 
the mild, doraeftic enjoyments of a fubjcft, than ibc 
Hem and unbending hardihood fit for a King : for I 
am perfeftly of opinion with the celebrated Junius, 
that there are virtues in a private man which are vices 
in a King ; and that the monarch of a country, inorda: 
to prefefve refpeft, fhould avoid familiarity, and keep 
his perfon facred from too general obfervation. SrtAK- 
SPEARE has put into the mouth of his Henrv the 
Fourth, a beautiful expreffion on this fubjeft, well 
worth the attention of Kings — 

*• Had I fo laviih of my prefence ]^een, 
: •: 60 common hackneyed in the eyes *f men, . 
Opinion, that did help me to the Crown, 
Had (lill kepc loyal to po/Te/Iion, 
And left me in reputelefs banifhment, 
A fellow of no mark, nor likelihood. 
By being feldom feen, I could not ftlr, 
i^ But, like a comet, I was wonderM at : 
, . That men would tell their children. This is he." 

Of the number I have heard, I will mention one 
anecdote only, and one remarkable expreffion of Jo- 
sEPH*s5| which will ferve to fliew in its true light 
what his difpofition was ; and when you conCdor 
them as the aft and fentiment of a young man nurfed 
in the lap of defpotifm and pride, you cannot but 
confider them as marvellous. 

In his journey to the low countries, he vifited 
Wurtzaurg ; and, in his perambulating alone and 
incog, flopped at a little public-houfe, where the 
people were bufily employed in entertaining them- 
felves : he went in, and inquired why they were fo 
merry — •*' Sir,'* faid one of the country people, " we 
are celebrating a marriage/* " May I be permitted 
to join the company?** faid the difguifed Emperor, 
The hoft obtained that penniffion for hfm. When he 
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entered the room, the married couple were prelennd 
to him, and he received them with great gaiety, ill: 
down, drank their health, and, having, informed him-^ 
felf of their fituation, took leave of the company 2 bm 
what was. their aftoniihment, when, on lifting up a 
bottle of wine, they found a draft for fix huodrcd 
florins^ li^ed Joseph, and payable for the ufe of the 
married couple. 

At* Luxembourg, when the people called aload on 
Heaven to fliower down bleffings cm him for bis af- 
fability^ he made ufe of this remarkable expreffioa, 
while his feelings njoiftened his eyes : " I wifli I could 
make you as happy in ray care, as. I am in yoiar affcc* 
tion V 

The affability of monarchs has often been magni- 
fied by the foolilh, and often blamed by the wife : 
But, if all the inftances of condefcenfion praftifed by 
kings were like that I have recited of Joseph ; lif 
they arofe from a found, unqueftionable fpirit of phi- 
lanthropy, not from gaping curiofity, broad folly, or 
a puerile inquifitive habit ; and if, inftead of conceiving 
thofe they vifit paid for their intrufion with the honour 
of having converfed with majefty, and leaving them 
churliflily, they would generoufly pay them with hard 
cafli, as the good Emperor Joseph did ; then, indeed, 
their affability might defy the exaggeration of fools, 
and muft certainly command the applaufe of the wife. 

On the 1 3th of July, the ceremony of inauguration 
took place at Bruffels. Nothing could equal the i 
fplendour of the place but the general joy of the peo* ^ 
pic : the crowds were beyond all conception immenfe, 
and every thing, was carried on with regularity till 
evening, when, in playing off fome fire-works, that 
noble building the town-houfe took fire, and was 
burnt: fix unfortunate perfons loft their lives, and 
twenty were dangcroufly hurted : thofe who perilhcd 
were abfolutely roafte'd, and their cries were beyond 
2 defcription 
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d^^ription piercing. To fuch a temper as Joseph's, 
you will readily conclude that this muft be a moft 
afflifting circumftance — ^it was fo ; and he left Bruf- 
iels under the preffure of very different feelings from 
thofe with which he entered it, and was followed by 
the prayers and bleffings of all the people. 

But now we are to view the reverfe of the medal. 
The found of their prayers for his welfare, and praifcs 
of his goodnefs, had hardly died away upon • their 
lips, ere their minds turned to revolt and rebellion. 
I will not fay that they were not right in one or 
other, or which of thofe two extremes : certainly they 
could not be right in both ; much lefs can their ful> 
fequent conduft be juftified, or accounted for, in any 
principle of human nature, but that of the moft ab- 
jeft meannefs, daftardly feeblenefs, and grofs folly • 
They returned to their allegiance, and befought for- 
givenefs : that forgivenefs was granted. How they 
have behaved fince, I have already informed you, 
(fee Letter IV.) ; and I have now to add, that, pil- 
laged by the French, and likely to be left unproteft- 
cd, they have again held their necks out, foliciting 
the proteftion and the yoke of Auftria, and have 
actually offered to raife 100,000 men for the empe- 
ror, if he will again drive the French out of their 
territories — An excellent w^ord that if ! 

How a people, once formed for manly pith and 
love of freedom, could bend fo low, is unaccountable. 
It is a queftion hard to be determined, whether an ob- 
ilinate adherence even to a bad caufe, is not more 
xefpeftable, than a fickle, alternate dereliftion, and 
adoption of right and wrong, as it fuits the caprice or 
convenience of the moment ? Of two things fo . very 
contemptible, I think the former the leaft odious an4 
leaft unmanly. 

At the fame time, my obfervations on the country 
led me to conceive, that under the name of freedom, 

I? thcY 
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they groaned ninder the yoke of tyranny ; for, though 
the country was, as I have defcribcd it, charming, its 
fecundity unfurpaffed, its face decorated with the bcft 
gifts of Providence — I mean, fmiling fields and bleat*- 
ing plains — though Ceres profufely repaid the labours 
of the hufbandman, though every field had the ap- 
pearance of a garden, and though, upon inquiry, I 
found that land which would bring in England five 
pounds an acre, rented at eight, nine, and ten fliil- 
lings of our money at moft — yet, in fpite of all this, 
the farmers were rather poor in general — ^not even 
one of them to be found rich or fubftantial, like the 
middle rank of that clafs of men in England. They 
wanted the great ftimulus to induftry — ^fecurity of 
their property : they were liable to be turned out by 
their landlords at pleafure, and to be plundered when 
it Ihoiild pleafe fome monarch to make wan 

The firfl of thefe, however, you will obferve, is 
not the oppreflTion of the emperor : it is the tyranny 
of that worfl: of all conftituent parts of a ftate, an 
ariftocracy — ^a vile ariftocracy ! — that univerfal, that 
every-day defpolifm, under which all places groan, 
more or lefs — which is exercifed in all the various 
gradations of life that chequer fociety, from the great 
man who, under the name of minifter, domineers over 
the peer, to the country fox-hunting favage, who puts 
a poor wretch in jail to pine for years, (his family, 
the while, fupported by the parilh charity), only for 
doing that which makes the enjoyment of his own 
life, killing a partridge or a hare ! — that ariflocratic 
tyranny which is feen fcowling on the brows of a 
fwaggering fellow in power, adopted by his fecretary 
vdth increafe, by him handed down to an upftart fet 
of fellows in office, dependent on his fmile, and by 
them difplayed in all the naufeous, defpicable forms 
which awkwardnefs and ignorance, lifted above their 
ftalion^ never fail to affume — the cold referve, the af- 

feaed 
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fcftcd ftare, the liftlefs nod, the feigned deafpefs, 
blindnefs, abfence, and other fafliionable perfeftions, 
which ferve as vents for upftart arrogance, and indem- 
nify the fycophant for the vile homage and fubmiffion 
which he has before paid fome wretch mean and arro« 
gant as himfelf ! — I tell you, my dear Frederick, it 
is this ariftocratic ufurpation of power, where power 
exifts not, nor is neceffary — this infulting affumption 
of fuperiority, this hidden petty oppreffion which 
rears its head in every manor, nay, almoft every town 
and village in the kingdom, that puts the nations out 
of tune, mars the harmony of focial arrangement, and 
renders power in the aggregate obnoxious. Why, 
our very women have their fancy, ariftocratic, fuper- 
cilious front, their haughty ftaire, their contemptuous 
titter ; and barter the winning foftnefs of the fex, the 
dimples where the loves (hould dwell, for the haughty 
tofs of the head, the ill-natured fneer, and the infult^ 
ing Heftor's frown — And thus the fpirit of arifto- 
cracy, like a poifonous weed, grows and expands from 
one to the other with baleful luxuriance, gradually 
overfpreading the whole face of humanity, flopping 
the wholefome current of the focial atmolphere, and 
choaking up the lefs rank but more ufeful plants — • 
Thus it goes round in fhameful traffic j and, as the 
poet fays, 

' " The wh — ^re (he kicks her cully> 

Court-waiters are kick'd at call ; 
We are all kick'd^ yet bully 
While int'reft kicks the ball," 

I am perfuaded, that If the grievaiices of the inofl: 
defpotic ftates were fairly eftimated, and affigned to 
their real authors, the princes of fuch ftates would be 
found rcfponfible for a very fmall fliai^e indeed, when 
compared with the ariftocracy : and by ariftocracy, I 
mean not merely lords, but all men who convert the 

^ -p 2 wealth 
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wealth which Providence has beftowed upon them to 
the purpofes of tyranny, exaftions, impofition, and 
c^preffion^ — under which four heads we will again 
find, not only imprifonment for begging alms, impri- 
fonment for fhooting a partridge, but often fedudion, 
stdultery, and perfecution for ,refifting or reforming to 
law for puniftiment of that feduftion or adultery. Of 
all thofe things, the proofs, I fear, in air nations, are" 
abundant : I am fure they are fo in the bcft governed 
ftate in Europe — I mean, England— 

" Qui capit, ille facit." 

I have thrown up a fool's cap : how many arc 
there who will privately put it on ! 



LETTER XIV. 



x\S the time of my departure from Bruffels 
approached, I found the bitter fenfations with which 
I left London, in fdme meafure, returnihg. My for- 
tunate encounter with General Lockhart had af- 
forded me a temporary refpite ; but now I was once 
more to face an unknown country alone, without the 
chance of again meeting a friend to folace my mind, 
.or mitigate my woe, on this fide of India. 
' Having feen as much of Bruffels as my time and 
Gccafions would at all allow, and, in truth, having 
rather trefpaffed oa my plan, for the reafons juft men- 
tioned, I determined to puih forward as faft as it was 
poffible, and took poft for Liege, where I arrived, 

after 
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after paffing through a beautiful, fertile, well-culti- 
vated country, to the charms of which the renewed 
agony of my feelings rendered me almoft infenfible. 

As we have now almoft the whole length of Ger- 
many before us to travel through, it will be proper, 
before I proceed further, to give you a general idea 
of the conftitution of this vaft empire — over all which, 
while one great monarch nominally prcfides, there are 
fpread a number of petty potentates, who really rule 
after as diftinft forms of government as almoft any 
two governments; however remote, in Europe. 

Confidering the nature of government abftraftedly, 
one would fuppofe that it arofe from the^ general will 
of the fociety governed, and was formed for their ufc 
and benefit alone : but if we view the diflFerent fyf- 
tems fcattered over the civilized part of the earth, we 
fhall find that they originated from force and fraud ; 
and that, in their firft formation, when bodily prowefs, 
not intelleftual power, bore fway — when he that 
could carry the ftrongcft armour, and ftrike the hea- 
vieft blows, was fure to govern — when mere animal 
ftrength and ferocity difinherited reafon of her rights, 
and robbed her of that afccndency to which the in- 
vention of gunpowder, aided by the art of printing, 
has fince in fome fort reftored her — the bafis upon 
which governments were raifed was, one man, not the 
whole fociety ; the point then was, how this or that 
ftrong ruffian could colleft raoft flaves about him, not 
how this or that fociety ftiould choofe the beft head : 
if he had ftrength to carry havoc tlu-ough the ranks 
of their enemies, and then to overawe themfelves, he 
was fure of dominion over the people, and left it to 
his fon ; but if it fo happened that he did not alfo 
bequeath to him bodily prowefs to preferve it, the 
next ftrong ruffian feized the reins, flung him from 
his feat, and kept it till he, or fome one of his heirs, 
was again ferved fo in his turn by fome other ufur- 

F 3 ^<ix. 
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per. Hence arofc the cabals and intrigues of counts, 
the fpirit of party, and inteftine commotion ; till at 
length the people, for their own fecurity, and to 
Hvoid the horrors of civil war, made choice (from 
difmal necefSty) of fome one family to rule them. 
As fociety advanced, and opulence held forth temp- 
tation, fome greater ruffian, followed by a horde of 
needy, famifhed barbarians, made incurfions on thofe 
rulers; and being irrefiftible, as well from numbers 
firmly connefted, as from the powerful impulfe of ne- 
ceffity, under whofe banfiers they generally robbed 
and ravaged, was fubmitted to on terms, and became 
Lord Paramount of a number of petty fovereigns, 
who did homage to him, and fleeced the miferable 
lubjefts, to keep him in humour ; and thus, in a feries 
of time, the power of both took root, and remained 
immoveable, unlefs when torn up by fome violent 
tempeft that convulfed the flate, and fliook it to its 
foundations. 

Reading this account, you will very naturally ex- 
claim, " Good God ! how abfurd ! how irrational !*' 
Yet fo it is ; and from this fource, muddy though k 
be, is modern honour, and modern greatnefs, and mo- 
dern high blood, derived : from this foul and turbid 
fountain have moft of the governments of the world 
iflued ; from thofe ftrong men of yore have moft of 
our modern governors defcended : and as it generally 
happens (fo equally has Providence diftributed the 
gifts . of nature) that the ftrength of the intelleftual 
part is in the invqrfe ratio of the animal, perhaps that 
IS the reafon why monarchs are formed, in general, 
of greater bodily vigour than mental endowments, 
and better fitted for the field than the cabinet — ^and 
for this reafon are obliged to take from the puifne 
ranks of their fubjefts fome affiftant, fo far removed 
from the great ftandard of antique dignity, as to pof,- 
fefs underftanding enough to govern, 

Upon 
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Upon a retrofpeftive view of the Hlftory of Europe,. . 
it will be found, that for a long time after the birth 
of Christ, Germany, was .divided among fuch petty 
rulers as 1 have defcribed, who each held his little 
ftatc in fovereignty, and was called Princeps in Latin^ 
or, in plain* Engliih, Prince. After the downfal of 
the Weftern Empire, a nation called Franks^ from 
that part called Franconia^ over-ran a great. part of 
Gaul and Germany, and in the fifth century took 
pofleiEon of that part of Gaul which lay north of 
the river Loire. In the year 800, Charlemagne, 
the fon of Pepin, their king, formed an immenfe em- 
pire in the weft, comprehending a great part of Ger- 
many, France, Italy, and a part of Spain. About 
eighty years afterwards, the petty princes of Germany 
fliook oflf the French Carlovinian race, and elefted 
an emperor of their own from the Houfc of Bavaria^ 

At laft Henry the Fourth, having difpleafed that- 
grand arbiter the Pope, was put under the ban, and 
in confequence depofed by the ftates ; on which occa- 
sion his Holinefs had the addrefs to make that great 
dignity eleftive, he having uncontroled power over 
the electors ; fince which it has continued fo, witt 
fome modifications, and under certain regulations, 
formed by Charles the Fourth, at the diet of Nu- 
remberg. The eleftion, however, has been always. 
fo managed, that it, has never departed from the re- 
gular line of fuccelTiofl but when there was an aftual , 
want of heirs. 

In a country over which the Pope had fuch influ- 
enccj it might reafonably be fuppofed that intolerance 
is carried to a great length ; but it is not fo, as a re- 
view of each particular ftate fliews. The eftabliflied 
religion, in general, Js Popery. Joseph the Second, 
that good and wife monarch, difplayed a greater fpi- 
rit of toleration than any other Cs^tholic prince fince 
Henry the Fourth of France. He was not murdered 
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by a friar for it, it is true — thofe days of pious bar- 
barity are paft ; but he was vifited on the occafion by 
his Holinefs, who, ^fter a variety of remonftrances 
againft the relaxation he gave to religious feverity in 
his own dominions, finding him unmoved by papers, 
refolved to attack him in perfon: but, whether it 
was that the pontifical amulet loft its charm when out 
of the air of Rome, or that his Holinefs was not pro- 
perly anointed before (like Hecate in Macbeth)- he 
took his flight, or that he forgot fome of thofe reliqucs 
which were expefted to operate on Joseph's mind, 
fo it was, that the good emperor continued inflcsdbly 
attached to his former refolve ; and, after kifling his 
Holinefs* toe, and a thoufand other pretty polite- 
neifes, fent him back to Rome again with his finger 
in his mouth ; and a ftory to relate, that would, at 
one time, have fet all Europe in a flame, and fent the 
good monarch, like Henry the Second of England, 
to lafli himfelf naked over the rotten remains of fome 
vagabond fraudulent prieft. 

In the eleftioQ of emperor, the laws of the empire 
have laid down no qualification but that which ought 
to be the^;7^ qua non of all princes, namely, that he 
hej'u/iusj bonus, et utilis — ^Neither have they made any 
limitation in regard to religion, nation, ftate, or age ; 
neverthelefs, the majority of eleftors being Papifts, a 
Roman Catholic prince is always chofen. 

The rank of the emperor is very great : he is 
looked upon by all crowned heads as the firft Euro- 
pean potentate ; and, as fuch, precedence is always 
given him and his ambafladors : he is the fupremc 
head of the German empire ; but his power in the 
adminiftration thereof is very limited indeed. In an- 
cient times, the emperor had confiderable domains 
and incomes ; but warfare and prodigality have difli- 
pated the greateft part of them, and they have been 
fijcccilively alienated or mortgaged, fo that his reve- 
nues 
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nues were very inconfidcrable lately, and now, Cnce 
the French war, are aJmofl as nothing. 

The prefent emperor Francis found the empire, 
when he was elefted, incumbered with difficulties of 
the moft enormous magnitude— a war on which the 
exiftence of every monarchy in Europe feemed to de- 
pend, an exhauftcd trcafury, and a difpofition to re- 
volt in a part of his dominions, the Netherlands. At 
this prefent time, his lituation is, beyond that of every 
other prince, lamentable: — ^almoft all his refources 
gone, and an infolent, formidable, triumphant enemy, 
proceeding and carrying conqueft by rapid ftridcs 
through his country. He called upon his people to 
fupport him. The ftates of the Netherlands, inftead 
of aflifting him to flop the progrefs of the enemy, 
invited and opened their gates to them, put them in 
their bofom, and were ftung. Of the other ftates, 
fqme refufe their aid, while fome have recourfe to 
feeble expedients ; and, to evade the weight, tempo- 
rife, procraftinate, and Ihuffle, till at length will come 
the French army, and force them to do for their 
enemy ten times more than (if done timely, and with 
a good grace) might fave the empire and themfelves. 
The King of Prussia, one of thofe ftates, on being 
called upon, fays he is bufily employed in fecuring 
the plunder of Poland, and cannot come — while the 
tyger is glutting in the blood of the harirfefs flocks, 
the huntfmen are coming upon him, to cut him off. 
As an Englifliman, zealous for the welfare of my 
country, 1 wiih the King of Prussia may not, by 
his attention to Poland, facrifice all Germany to the 
French. As an honeft man, I cannot help entertain- 
ing a wifli, that the fcandalous and outrageous wrongs 
done to Poland, and this treachery to the allies whom 
he himfelf brought into the prefent difficulties, may 
be expiated by any calamity, however great, that 
does not extend to the intereft or wellbeing of Europe. 

It 
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It is a maxim in courts of equity, that a man 
coming to demand re^refs, ftiould come with clean 
hands, and, feeking equity, fliould do equity. This 
maxim has unfortunately never yet extended to deci- 
fions between ftates : power is their right, and force 
decides — Yet, in a conteft like the prefent, the very 
foundation of which is hoftility to kings, and which 
is carried on in the twofold way of arms, in the open 
field, and private negotiation for infurreftion ; when, 
for the intereft of the caufe they efpoufe, as well as 
their own perfonal fafety, kings fhould affume at once 
then- beft form to appreciate themfelves, and difcredit 
their enemies in the eyes of mankind — in fuch a ftatc 
of things, I fay, for the King of Prussia and the 
Empress of Russia to take the part they have done 
with regard to Poland, is fo extravagant, that we can 
only account for it in the will of the Almighty 
predifpofing them for fome extraordinary crifis. No 
oQe would expeft them to depart from their accuftom- 
ed crooked path of policy, if fafety did not loudly 
call upon them to proceed in the direft road. It is 
monftrous to fee beings endowed with common fenfc, 
expending themfelves in an unjuft ftruggle for aggran- 
dizement, while the fword of extlnftion is fufpended 
by a hair over their heads. 

' But to return — in this ftate is .the young emperor 
at this m<5ment, deferted by his people in the Low 
Countries, unaided by his Continental ally, and fup- 
ported only by Great Britain. What the iffue may 
be, God alone can tell : but every one poffelling a 
heart of feeling, or a fingle fentiment of honour or 
juftice, muft wifti that young prince a fortunate deli- 
very from the difiiculties which the impolicy and 
wickednefs of others have led him into, and which 
the treachery of fome of them make more formidable, 
if not utterly infuperable. 

LETTER 
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1 HE various diftrifts or territories into which 
Germany is divided, go under a variety of dcfigna- 
tions, not known among us as independent titles to 
power — principalities, feigniories, counties, eldorates, 
margravates, and bifhoprics lay and fpiritual.* Of the 
lay biftioprics, Ofnaburg, the prince biftiop of which 
is our Duke of York, makes one rand Liege, where 
we are now arrived is the territory of a bifhop Jay 
and fpiritual, or fpiritual and temporal, one of the 
faireft kind of that clafs — for he poffeffes temporalities, 
and enjoys them; whereas their lordfhips merdy 
fpiritual, enjoy and have the ingratitude and impu*.- .• 
dence to renounce them : but no matter for that ; • 
the biftiop of Liege poffeffes a bifliopric, fruitful in com^' 
wine, wood, and pafture, with air extremely pleafant 
and temperate ; and while the latter gives his terreftrial 
clay health and appetite, the former afford him the 
means of preferving the one, and indulging the other, 
with true fpiritual comfort, and high ecclcfiaftical > 
voluptuoufnefs. In cafes of repletion, too, the mineral 
waters of the bifliopric, particularly the well-known one 
of Spa, offer their aid ; and fome of the beft beer in 
the world, which is brewed in thcfe territories di- 
verfifies his fpiritual Lordfliip's cup, and, with its 
pungent bitter, fends back his palate to his wine with 
renovated relifli. 

It is aftonifliing how inconfiftcnt with themfelves, 
and how difcordant in their conftituent principles. 
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fome very wife inftitutions are. Thus epifcopacy, 
and all other branches, pofls or ranks, high or low, 
commiffioncd or non-commifSoned, of the church, 
publicly and fyftematically profefs poverty, abftincnce, 
and ..an utter indifference to temporal concerns, while 
their livings are enormous, and themfelves overfed. 
Nay, fo cautioufly has ecclcfiaftical law provided for 
that, even in our liberal eftablifhments, that a bifhop, 
at his inftalmcnt, pofitively declares, in the face of 
Goo, at the holy altar, that he is averfe to being 
a bifhop — nolo epifcopar'u Under fuch conditions, 
what muft not the charity, the ,condefcenfion, the 
mortifying fubmiffion of a divine be, to ftoop to a 
bifhopric, and fuff*er fuch a heavy load to be heaped 
upon his back — againft his will ! AiTuredly, the im- 
pofing a bifhopric upon him mull be a great aft lof 
violence on his inclinations : for I cannot think it 
poiSble that a Chriflian divine would, in the firft 
place, commit the crime of fimony by feeking prefer- 
ment, and gaining it by proftitution ; much lefs can 
I believe that he would be guilty, at the holy altar, 
of a folemn aft of perjury, by fwearing nolo epij* 
coparij if he was not aftually, and bond ^de^ averfe 
to a bifhopric. 

The bi{hop of Liege, however, may be fairly ac- 
quitted on the fcore of his temporal half, for the 
fhare of tranfgrefGons committed by his fpiritual half. 
And unqucftionably, as a Chriftian divine, he mufl 
groan in fpiritual humiliation, when he reflefts that 
his title is emblazoned with the gorgeous vanities d 
prince of Liege, duke of Bouillon, marquis of Franche- 
mont, count of Looz, &c. Such a fet of proud worldly 
'titles are of themfelves fufficient (putting the wine 
and beer, and repletion, out of the queflion) to anni- 
hilate the fpiritual merits of the bifliop, and expunge the 
grace of God from his name here, if not from himfelf 
hereafter 

Of 
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Of all kinds of flavery, that nation groans beneath 
the worft, which has the name, without the effcncc, 
of a free conftitution; and Germany abounds with 
fuch. By the conftitution of this biftiopric, the govern- 
ment confifts of three ftates, the firil: is the chapter 
of Liege ; the fecond, the nobility ; and the thiftl, the 
deputies of the towns and capital. Thefc, however, 
are very feldom called together, except to raife taxesy 
or on fome fuch extraordinary emergency : but there * 
is a committee of the ftates who meet three times 
a-week, and in time of war daily ; they are always 
about the prince bifliop, to make remonftrances, and 
demand the redrefs of grievances — from whence we 
may reafonably infer, that the, people are well protec- 
ted, or at leaft well governed ; the continual inter- 
courfe between the committee and bifJiops, no doubt, 
tending to promote a very happy influence in favour 
of the people ! 

In forming this conftitution, fpecial care has been 
taken to give the firft ftate a great preponderance. 
The chapter is to confift of fixty perfons, who muft 
cither prove their nobility for four generations, both 
by father and mother, or have been doftors or 
licentiates of divinity for feven years, or of law for 
five years, in fome famous univerlity, before they can 
be admitted. 

How is it that the profeffion of* the law fliould bear 
fuch potent fway in almoft all countries — that even 
in Liege, a Catholic country and ecclefiaftical govern- 
ment, five years ftudy of the law ftiould be deemed 
an equal qualification to feven of divinity ? In England, 
and its dependencies, the afcendancy of the law is ftill 
greater ; and even in America, that profeflion is the 
firft ftep to ftate honours. The truth is, that the 
fcience of the law, which, however deipicable in prac- 
tice, is the nobleft of human fciences, quickens and 
invigorates the uoderftanding more than all the other 
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kinds of learning put together ; while the ftudy of 
divinity (I do not {nean real divinity or morality, but 
that whimfical jumble of miracles and incongruities^ 
of fulfome cant and fenfelefs rhapfody, called fo by 
churchmen) contrafts the underftanding, and bends 
it into a kind of crooked cunning. Formerly, the 
clergy were the difpenfers of the laws, and they alone 
ftudied it— Happy times ! happy people ! When the 
united powers of both lawyers and priefts were lodged 
in the fame perfon, it is no wonder that they were 
able to enflave the perfons, when they had got 
poffeilion of the' underftanding, of the people — that 
we at this day fee fo many ftupendous monuments, 
remaining of their pride and power, and that the 
bloated load of epifcopacy ftill has its votaries and 
fupporters. 

The bifliopric of Liege is very populous and cx- 
tenfive, containing many large towns, many baronies 
y...- and feigniories, feventeen abbeys for men, who muft 

f^* be all gentlemen, and eleven for ladies, exclufive of 

fwarms of inferior note. In this diftribution of the 
abbeys, male and female, I do not think that fuf- 
ficient regard has been had to equality of numbers : 
I really think the fathers Iiave been ill ufed. The 
ladies, though, I dare fay, are well enough contented 
with the arrangement. 

Although, as I have already apprized you, I do 
not mean to enter into a minute defcription of towns, 
fo very eafily found in many volumes of geography 
and hiftory, there occafionally occur certain curiofitics 
in fome ot thofe towns, which it would be unpar- 
donable in me to pafs over, as they may not per- 
haps be found in fuch books of thofe fciences as fall 
in your way. '^ 

Liege, the capital of the bifhopric, is unqueftiona- 
bly a beautiful city, of immenfe fize : its opulence, 
its pleafantnefs, its plenty, and falubrity, may be c^lcu- 

kted 
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feted from the name it has long been cxprcfsly called 
by way of eminence — tie Paradife ofPrie/is. — ^Indeed, 
it muft needs.be a holy and happy city ; for it is chiefly 
occupied with convents, churches, and other reUgious 
foundations. 

The Paradife o/Pr/V/?j/— Excellent ! Why# if the 
genius of feiifuality , hjmfelf were to torture his in- 
vention for centuries, to ftrike out an appellation for 
the grand emporium of luxury, voluptuoufnefs, and 
fenfual enjoyment, he could not have hit on one fo 
Angularly appropriate as the Paradife of PrieAs. 

In a grand cathedral here, are five great filvcr 
chefts full of reliques, befides feveral filver ftatues 
of faints ; and a Saint George onhorfeback, ofmafly 
gold ; and in Saint William's Convent, without 
the city, is the tomb of the famous Engliih traveller. 
Sir John Mandeville, from whom all lying tra- 
vellers have beeh fince proverbially called MaTidevilles 
— an appellation which, I promife you, I will hazard 
the imputation of dulncfs rather than incur. I fuppofe 
it was for his truly prieftlike powers in the marvellous 
that he was honoured with a birth among their 
reverences. They have thought it neceflary, how- 
ever, to entreat, by an infcription in bad French, all 
perfons who fee it, to pray for his foul. In truth, 
poor Sir John's marvellous ftories were as harmkfs 
as ever were invented, and entertaining to boot. If 
■fo much could be faid for their reverences, they might 
venture to reft their future fafety on their own 
innocence and God's mercy : but 1 fear their miracles 
cut deeper, and will be found to go to a much more 
important and fcrious account. 

In the bifliopric of Liege, twenty miles from the 
capital, ftands the famous town of Spa, lb rcnow ned 
for its excellent waters, that it has become a vulgar 
name for almoft all mineral waters whatfocvcr. Thole 
arc faid to open obltrU'flions, concoft cnidi-iLS, dry 
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up exccffive moifture, and ftrengthen the nerves and 
bowels ; and fuch is their reputation, that prodigious 
quantities of them are carried into foreign countries. 
Fortunate coincidence, to have fuch a choice and 
eafy panacea for intemperance attached to the Paradife 
Df Prices ! 
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AIX-la-Chapelle — The imperial city of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, by the Germans called Achen, lies 
at the diftance of twenty-fix miles, nearly eaft, of 
Liege. As it was a moderate ftage, the weather fine, 
and the face of the country around beautiful, I found 
my journey extremely pleafant, and entered that famous 
city in as good a difpofition to be pleafed with it, as 
circumftances and refleftions fo melancholy as mine 
(which, in fpite of every eifort, would intrude them- 
felves) may be fuppofed to allow. It is certainly a 
very fine city, and well deferves the reputation it has 
in all. parts of the world. 

Perhaps no city in Germany has a fairer claim to 
antiquity than Aix-la-Chapelle ; for it was famous, 
even, in the time of the ancient Romans, for its waters, 
and was by them called Aquifgranum^ or Urbs Aquenfu. 
It was deftroyed by the Huns, who, like the French 
now, deftroyed and trampled under foot every veftige 
of refinement, whf^rever they carried their conquefts j 
and it lay in ruins till it was rebuilt by Charle- 
magne, Avho made it the feat of his empire on this 

4 fide 
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fide of the Alps. By him it was ordained, the kings 
of the Romans fhould be drowned there : and it has 
been famous, fincc that time, for councils and treaties^ 
particulairly that famous one between France and 
Spain in 1663, and another lately between France and 
Great Britain. 

Although there are many Proteftants, both Luthc* 
rans and CalviniftS, m this city, they are obliged to 
go to church two miles off, at a place called Vaels, 
in the dutchy of Limburg ; fo that Popery prevails 
with feme portion of its intolerance. Here, as in all 
other places fubjeft to its power, it has raifed the 
jGothic gloomy pile, accumulated enormous mafles of 
wealth, and hoarded up treafures, under the gulling 
pretexts of religious paraphernalia : a golden cafket, 
let with precious flones of ineftimablc value, is hoard- 
ed up, not for the aftual value of the moveable, but 
as the only fit receptacle for a reliquc it contains — ^a 
curious one, too, even of its kind — a bit of earth !— 
A bit of earth ? yes ! a bit of earth, common earth ! 
-*— only with this fortunate circumftance in adcTition, 
that a drop of the blood of Saint Stephen fell, or 
is faid to have fallen, upon it, as he was ftoned toi 
death! think of that, mafter Frederick! Why, 
when thofe things occur .to me, I feel myfcif agitated 
by a whimfical tumult of fenfations, ferious and ludi-* 
crous, forrowful and merry, that it isjmpoflible to 
defcribe— fomething like that ftate in which the fpirit^ 
flutter when a perlon whimpers between a laugh and 
cry. But, to carry the matter farther, when we re- 
colleft that fome of the wifeft and brighteft of man- 
kind, fome of the braveft warriors, fterncll philofo- 
phers, and ableft ftatefmen, that ever exifted,- have 
been the dupes of thofe {hallow artifices, and aftually 
have knelt in devotit homage to thefe bits of earth, 
bone, fticks, and ftone, &c. we muft allow that it 
aufwers a great and nobl? end, by pointing out to 
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US the infirmity of our nature, and ftiewing us, to ufe 
the words of one of our brightell luminaries, '' what 
fliadpws we are, and what Ihadows we purfue !** 

We have already had, and are likely yet to have, 
fuch a clumfy load of cathedrals to attend to, that I 
liiould not mention that of Aix-la-Chapelle {2l large, 
gJoomy , dreary, old-faftiioned, Gothic pile), were it 
not that it carries along with it fomc matters worthy 
of notice. What think you, then, of an emperor, 
a pope, and three hundred and fixty-five bifhops, in 
one company ? Oh ! precious affemblage ! But whert, 
I hear you afk — ^where, in the name of God, colleft 
the bilhops ? a pope and emperor are eafily had ! My . 
dear Frederick, three hundred and fixty-five bi- 
fhops might eafily be picked up in Chriftendom, and 
leave more behind, too, than would fcrve any ufeful 
purpofe to the world* — Yes, the Emperor Charle- 
magne, and three hundred and fixty-five bifhops, 
were prefent at the confecration of this cathedral by 
Pope Leo the Third. That emperor lies now ia 
great flate under the altar of the choir : Pope Leo 
rots in Rome j and for the bifhops, they are gone, 
perhaps, as Hamlet fays, " to flop a beer barrel.'' — : 

** Th*^ imperial C-esar, dead, and turn'd to clay. 
Might ftop a hole, to keep the wind away.'* 

From fuch a fplendid and opulent attendance at the 
confecration, one would naturally expeft that this ca- 
thedral would have been, at the very outfet, enriched 
with coflly and .valuable trappings : but no — one 
image of that of Liege would purchafe the whole. It 
fhould be recollefted, however, that they were all,. 
excepting the emperor. Churchmen — a clafs, whofe 
charity, generally fpeaking, has, like a ring, neither 
end nor beginning ; or at leaft ends and begins in it- 
lelf, where nobody can fee it j or, according to the 
old proverb, begins at home. « 

To 
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To compenfate, however, for thofe worldly, worth- 
Icfs vanities, gold, filver, and jewels, his Holinefs, and 
their three hundred and fixty-five Graces, prefented 
the cathedral with fome exquifite pieces of relique, of 
more ineftimablc value, by their account, than the 
mines of Potofi or Golconda 2 the firft^ an old coyer* 
ing — ^it would be folly for me to fay^ whether gown^ 
petticoat, or fhift — 'but they, that is. to fay, the 
priefts, fay, and the faithful believe them, that it was 
the fliift worn by the Virgin Mary at the birth of 
Christ-— how their HolineiTcs came by it, is hard to 
conjefture :-*-in the next place, a piece of coarfe 
^loth, which, they alfo fay, and are believed when they 
fay, was girt about Christ on the crofs :*-*thirdly, a 
piece of cord, with which they fay he was bound: 
— fourthly, fome of the blood of Saint Stephen, now 
eighteen hundred years old :— ^an3, fifthly, a pifture 
of tl^e Virgin and Child, emboffed on a jafper, by 
Saint Luke. With all due deference to their Reve- 
rences' knowledge, I fliould think a dozen ftatues in 
gold of the apoftles would be rather a more valuable 
gift, and more ornamental, than thefe rags and cords^ 
which I dare fay did not coft altogether fix pence^ 
We talk here of our blue ribbons, our red ribbons^ 
and our ftars, as great donations ; but I think the 
prefents of the Pope and three hundred and fixty-five 
bifliops to the cathedral of AixJa^Chapelle^ beat 
them out of the field, whether wd confider the mag- 
nificence of the gift, or the generofity of the. givers. 

But that which, above all things, renders Aix-la- 
Chapelle worthy of notice, is the falubrity of its wa- 
ters, which bring from England, and all other Euro- 
pean nations, a vaft concourfe of valetudinarians, who 
contribute at once to the gaiety and optilence of the 
city and adjacent country- Some of thofe waters ard 
ufcd for drinking, and others for bathing, refembling 
very much, in their quality, the virtues of thofe of 
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Bath in Somerfctlhire, but that fome of them arc ftill 
hotter and ftronger : they are unpleafant to the tailc 
till ufe reconciles the palate to them, and moft of them 
have a very offenfivc fmell ; but they are often pow- 
erful in effeft, and give relief in a great variety of 
maladies ; and they are rendered ftill more palatable 
by the commodious neatnefs of the baths, the excel- 
lence of the accommodations, and the great plenty of 
provifions, which are at once good and reafonable in 
this city. 

Iftaid fo fhort a time at AixJa^Chapelle, that I 
could not, without the aid of ifome of the miracles 
wrought by the faints of the Romilh church, or Sifg 
John Mandeville, acquire a fufficient knowledge 
of the people, to attempt a defcription of thcm^ or 
their manners — ^but it and Spa are fo well known, 
that you cannot ha^e much trouble in finding a dcr * 
fcription of them already written. 

As far as my obfervations enabled me to judge, 
there was nothing in the German charafter that had 
the power either to create intereft, or excite great 
attention. — They are rather to be approved than ad- 
mired ; and, wanting thofe prominent features that 
fo whimfically chequer other nations with the ex- 
tremes of bad and good, majeftic and ridiculous, afford 
little fubjeft to the traveller for the indulgence of fen- 
timental refleftioH, or to the philofophcr for the ex- 
crcifc of moral fpeculation,. 
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jDIDDING adieu to the famous dty of Aix- 
la-Chapclle, which, very untravellcr-like, I paffcd 
without drinking of its waters, I pufhed on, and foon 
9 arrived at the city of Juliers, the capital of a dutchy 
of that name, fixteen miles from Aix. The country 
itfelf is wonderfully fruitful, teeming with abundance 
of all forts of com, wood, pafture, woad, coal, and 
cattle ; above all, a lAoft excellent breed of horfes, 
of which great numbers are exported. 

As to the city, though a capital, there was no- 
thing in it that I thought worth attention — that of 
neatnefs is its greateft praife. It is not, like Liege, 
overloaded with enormous church edifices ; but, what 
is much better, the people are opulent, the poor well 
fupplied, and all happy. In all likelihood, this i^ 
owing to the inhabitants being a mixture of Proteftant 
and Roman Catholic j for, by a treaty between the 
Eleftor Palatine and the Emperor of Brandenburg, 
rcfpefting the fuccefflon of the territories of the Duke 
of Cleves, Both the Lutherans and Calvinifts of this 
dutchy, and of Berg, are to enjoy the public exercife 
of their religion, and all other religious rites. 

If experience would allow us to wonder at any 
thing in the management of the rulers of nations, it 
tnufl: fiirely be matter of aftoniflimcnt, that in an arti- 
cle of fuch confcquence as eternity, and which mufl 
be direfted by private fentiments alone, fuch violence 
ihovAd fyflematically be offered to opinion, and that 
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mankind fliould be dragooned, as they have been for 
fo many weary centuries, into the profcffion of par- 
nicular modes of faith. Combating opinion by force 
is fo abfurd, that I am fure thofe who have attempted 
it, never could flatter themfelves with the flighted 
hopes of fuccefs. It is therefore clear, that it was in 
motives very different from real wiflies for the eternal 
welfare of man's foul, that religious perfecution ori- 
ginated. Political fineflfe and fl:ate ftratagem are the 
parents of perfecution : and until every confl:itution is 
clean purged of religious prejudices, it mufl: continue 
to be clogged with obflruftions, and involved in con- 
fufion. If it be objcfted that certain religious feftsf 
are hoftile to certain fl:ates, it may be anfwered, that 
they are fo becaufe the Hate is hofl:ile to them. Ceafe 
to perfecute, and they will ceafe to be hoftile — Sub* 
lata caufa toUitur effcilus. It is folly, broad folly, to 
fuppofe that there are in any particular religion, feeds 
of hoftility to government, any more than in any par- 
ticular name, complexion, ftature, or colour of the 
hair. Put, for experiment, all the men in the king- 
dom, of above five feet ten inches high, under 
tefts and difqualifications, (and it would be full as ra- 
tional as any other tefts j — and, my life for it, they 
would become hoftile, and very juftly, too ; for there 
is no principle, human or divine, that enforces our at- 
tachment to that government which refufes us protec- 
tion, much lefs to that which brands us with difqua- 
lifications, and ftigmatifes us with unmerited marks of 
inferiority. 

The ftates of this dutchy, and that of Berg, confifl: 
of the nobility and the deputies of the four chief 
towns of each ; and they lay claim to great privileges 
-in their diets — ^but they are fubjeft to the Elcftor Pa- 
latine, to whom they annually grant a certain fum for 
the ordinary charges of the government, bcfidcs ano- 
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Some authors fay th^t this town was founded by 
Julius ; others deny it j the difpute has run high, 
and is impoiGWe to be determined: fortunately, 
however, for mankind, it does not fighify a ftraw who 
built it ; nor could the decifion of the queftion anfwer 
any one end that I know, of inftruftion, profit, or en- 
tertainment. Parva leves capiunt animes Thofe who 
rack their brains, or rather their heads, for brains 
they can have none, with fuch finical impertinent in- 
quiries, fliould be punilhed with mortification and dif- 
appointraent, for the mifufe of their time. But what 
elfe can they do ? You fay. Why, yes ; they might fit 
idle, and refrain from wafting paper with fuch ex- 
ecrable ftuflf; and that would be better. By the bye, 
if there' were two good friends in every library in Eu- 
rope, licenfed to purge it, like the Barber and Curate 
in Don ^ixotle, of all its ufeleli and mifchievous ftuflf, 
many, many {helves that now groan under heavy 
weights would ftand empty. 

Travelling over a very even road, and a country 
extremely flat, (for from Aix-la-Chapelle I met with 
but one hill), I arrived at Cologne, the capital, not 
only of the archbifhopric of that name, but of the 
Circle of the Lower Rhine. My fpirits, which were 
cot in the very beft tone, were not at all raifed on 
entering the city, by the ringing of church-bells, of 
all tones and fizes, in every quarter. Being a ftran- 
gcr, I thought it had been a rejoicing day ; but, on 
inquiry, found that it was the conftant praftice. 
Never, in my life, had I heard fuch an infernal clat- 
ter ; never before had I ieen any thing fo gloomy 
and melancholy — the ftreets black — difmal bells toll- 
ing — bald-pated friars, in myriads, trailing their long 
black forms through the ftreets, moulding their faces 
into every fliape that art had enabled them to aflume, 
in order to excite commiferation, and begging alms 
'tt.itb a melancholy fong calculated for the purpofe, 
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fomewhat like that of our blind beggars in London, ^ 
and produftive of the fame difagrccable cfFeft upon 
the fpirirs. In fhort, I wa$ not an hour in Cologne, 
when thofe circumftances, confpiring with the infupe- 
rable melancholy of ifty itrind, made me wifla ipyfclf 
out of it. 

Neverthelefs, Cologne is a fine city ; and if it be 
any fatisfaftion to you to fpin thofe fine imaginary 
ligaments that, in the brain of the book-worm, coi\ne^ 
the ancient and modern world, I will inform you, 
that it was anciently called Colonia Agrippina^ becaufc 
Agrippina, the mother of Nero, was bom there, 
and honoured it with a Roman colony, becaufe it 
was her birth-place. The mind, forced back to that 
period, and contemplating the mifchiefs of that mon- 
iter Nero, cannot help wifliing that Coldgne had 
been burnt the night of her birth, and Mifs Agrip- 
pina buried in the ruins, ere (he had lived to give 
birth to that fcourge of the world. 

Although the cflabliflied religion here be the 
Roman Carbolic, extraordinary as it may appear, 
they are* very jealous of power ; and though the 
cleftor, by his officers, adminifters juftice in all crimi- 
nal caufes, they will npt permit him, in perfon, to refide 
above thre^ days at a time in the city, nor to. bring 
a great train with him when he vifits it ; for this 
reafon he commonly refides at Bonne, 

Cologne has a very confiderable trade, particularly 
in Rhenifh wine ; and its gin is reckoned the beft 
in the world, and bears a higher price than any other 
in all thfe nations of Europe. 

Like all great Roman Catholic cities, it has a profu- 
fion of churches, crofles, miracles, faints, and church 
trinkets ; and I really think it has more fteeples and 
bells than any two cities in Germany. As Liege was 
called the Paradife of Priefts, this ought to be palled 
the Golgotha of Skulls and Skull-caps. In the cburch 
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of Saint Ursula, they Ihew, or pretend at leaft 
to (hew, the bones of eleven thoufand virgin mar- 
tyrs. The fkuJls of fotac of thofc imaginary virgins 
are in filver cafes, and't)th^sjn fkull-caps, of cloth, 
of gold, and velvet. AKd \k the church of Saint 
Gerion, are no lefs than nine hundred' heads of 
Moorifli cavaliers, of the army of the Empwor Con- 
STANTINE, (previous* to that f^int^s converfion to 
Chriftianity), who they fay was beheaded *for rcfufing 
to facrifice to idols :vby the bye, the Popifh divines 
burn, inftead of beheading, for not facrificing to 
idols-i— Every one of thofe ' heads, however, has a cap 
of fcarlet, adorned with pearls. The whole forms 
a Tpeftacle, no doubfy equally agreeable and edifying. 
It ftruck me, however, as an extremely ludicrous 
fight, malgre the folemnity of fo many death's heads : 
and when their ftory was recounted, I could not help 
internally chuckling, and faying (rather pumiingly, 
to be fure), " Ah ! what blockheads ye muft have 
been, to fuffer yourfelvcs to be feparated from your 
fnug warm bodies,; rather than drop down ind worfliip 
an idol, in which fo many .gobd Chriftian divines 
have fliewn you an example !" This, you will conclude, 
I faid to myfelf : an avowal of my fentiments in that 
place might have given my head a title to a fcarlet 
cap and pearls ; and as I had fome further ufe for it, 
I did not think it expedient to leave it behind me 
in the church of Saint Gerion — ^fo, very prudently, 
kept my mind to myfelf. 

Coming out jof the church, a multitude of beg- 
gars, all in canonicals, or ftudent's habits, furrounded, 
befeeching me for alms— one, pour Pamour deDiEU ; 
another, pour I'ampur de la Sainte Vierge; a third, 
pour le falut de notre Redempteur ; a fourth, pour 
1 'amour de Saint Gerion ; and fo on ! 

When I had gone as far as I wiihccL in donations, 
another attacked me ; though I told him my charity- 
bank 
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bank was exliauftcd, he perfcvcred, and was uncom* 
monly folicitous — ^till at length, having exhauftcd the 
whole catalogue of faints that are to be found in the 
calendar, he raifed his voice from the miferable whine 
of petition, and exclaimed with great energy, ** Par 
les neuf cent tetes des Cavaliers Maiires qui font fanc- 
tiffes au (^iel, je vous conjure de me faire Taumone!^ 
This was too formidable an appeal to be flighted; 
and fo, in homage to the ikulls and red caps, 1 put 
my hand in my pocket,/ and (lopped his clamours. 

Thofe miferable modes of peculation are the moft 
pardonable of any produced by the church: we 
have no right to rqgret a trifle facrificed at the flirinc 
of compaflion, even when that compafliion is mifl:aken ; 
but our reafon revolts at impofition, when it calls 
coercion to its aid, and aflumes the name of right. 

Without any national predileftion, which you know 
l"am above, JL think our church affairs in Scotland 
are arranged upon a better fyfl:em than any other 
ihat I know of: hence their clergy are in general 
examples worthy of imitation, for learning, piety, and 
moral conduft. 
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Laboured inveftigations to eftablifli con- 
ncftions between the hiftory of the ancient and bufi- 
ncfs of the modern world, and virulent difputes about 
trifles of antiquity, fuch as in what year this place 
was buik, or that great man was born, when and' 

where 
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where Julius C-^sar landed in England, whether 
he paffed this road or that, what route Hannibal 
took over the Alps, and fuch like, are fo cffentially 
uninterefting, ufelefs, and unimportant, fo unprofitable, 
and, one would think, fo painful too, that it is wonder- 
ful how fo many men of grekt learning have been 
unwife enough to employ their lives in the refearch* 
It does not follow, however, that when informa- 
tion that tends to recall to our minds the great men 
of antiquity is prefented to us, we fliould rgeft it. 
A man of clafEcal tafte and education feels a delight 
in thofe little memorials of what gave him pleafure in 
his youth. I know a gentleman, who, being at Se- 
ville, in Spain, travelled to Cordova, for no ether 
purpofe but to fee the town where Luc an and Se- 
KECA were bom : and I dare fay, that if you were 
at Cologne, you would be much pleafed to fee the 
town-houfe, a great Gothic building, which contains 
a variety of ancient infcriptions ; the firft to comme- 
morate the kindnefs of Julius C:ffiSAR to the Ubii, 
who inhabited this place, and of whom you have 
found mention made by him in his Commentaries, and 
alfo his building ^wo wooden bridges over the Rhine : 
a fecond commemorates Augustus fending a colony 
here. There is alfo a crofs-bow of whalebone, twelve 
feet long, eight broad, and four inches thick, which 
they who fpeak of it conjefture to have belonged to 
the Emperor Maximin. There are alfo fome Ro- 
man infcriptions in the arfenal, the import of which I 
now forget. 

It is very extraordinary, but certainly a fafl:, that 
there are, about Cologne, families yet exifting, who 
indulge the fenfelefs ambition fcSF-pretending to be dc- 
fcendcd from the ancient Romans, and who aftually 
produce their genealogies, carried down from the firft 
time this city was made a colony of the Roman em- 
pire. Of all kinds of vanity, this is perhaps the mod 
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extravagant : for, if antiquity merely be the objed'y 
atl are equally high, fince all muft have originated 
from the fame ftock ; and if it be the pride of belong- 
ing to a particular family who were diftrnguiflied for 
valour or virtue, a claim which often only ferves to 
prove the degeneracy of the claimant, it could nqf 
apply in the cafe of a whole people : but this is 
among the frailties of humanity ; and we are often fo 
dazzled with the fplendour of terreftrial glory, that 
yre endeavour to be allied to it even by the moft re- 
mote and ridiculous connexions. I heard of a man, 
whofe pride and boaft, when drunk, was, that Dean 
Swift had once thrown his mother's oyfters (fhc was 
an oyfter-wench) about the ftrect, and then gave her 
half a crown as an atonement for the injury* On the 
ftrength of this affinity did he call the Dean nothing 
but Coujin Jonathan^ though the Dean waa dead be- 
fore he was bom ! 

But of all th)£ ftories I have ever heard as illuftra- 
tive of this ftrange ambition, that which the late Lord 
Anson has left us is the moft ftriking. When that 
great man was travelling in the Eaftj he hired a vef- 
fel to vifit the ifland of Tenedos : his pilot, a modem 
Greek, pointing to a bay as they failed along, ex- 
claimed in great triumph, " There, ay, there it was 
that our fleet lay.** — " What fleet ?** interrogated 
Anson — " Why, our Grecian fleet, at the fiege of 
Troy,'* returned the pilot. 

While thofe doughty defendants of the ancient 
Romans indulge the cheerlefs idea of ^heir great and 
illuftrious line of ancient anceftry, the prince who 
rules them felicitates himfelf with the more fubftantial 
dignities and emoluments of his modern offices. As 
elcftor and archbifhop of Cologne, he has dominion 
over a large, fruitful, and opulent country : he is the 
moft powerful of the ecclefiaftical eleftors : . he has 
many fuffragan princes, lay and fpiritual, under him ; 
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and he is archchanccllor of the Holy Roman Empire. 
The revenues of his archbifhopric amount annually to 
one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds Sterling ; 
and as eleftor, he is poffeffed of feveral other great 
benefices. I prefume, becaufe he ii a prince, that he 
is a man of fcnfe ; and, I will venture to fay, that, as 
fuch, he would not barter thofe good things for the 
power to demonftrate that Lucretia was his aunt, 
Brutus his grandfether, and the great Julius CiE- 
s A R himfelf his coufin-german. 

Christ chofe his difciples^out of fifhermen. TTitf 
Chapter of Cologne is, perhaps^ on the contrary, the 
very moft ariftocratic body cxifting^ being compofed 
of forty canons, who are plinces or coutits of the em- 
pire — Of thofe, twenty.five choofe the archbifliop, 
and may advance one of their own body to that great 
and wealthy dignity, if they pleafe* 

From Cologne I proceeded to the town of Bonne, 
which is faid to take its name from the pleafantnefs 
of its fituation. Here the eleftor refidq?, and has a 
very iyie palace. The country around is extremely 
fruitful and pleafant, and is blefled with moft of the 
good' things which render the rich magnificent and 
happy, and remind the poor of their' inferiority and 
wretchednefsr— particularly wine, which is here re- 
markably excellent. It contains churches, pricfts, 
convents, cloifters, &c. ; but I need not mention 
ihem — ^what place could exift without them ? 

I {kould not forget to tell you, that, at this place, 
Julius C^sar built one of his bridges acrofs the 
Rhine — ^works which would have handed down to 
pdlerity the name of a common man, for the magni- 
tude of the ftru&ire and ingenuity of the contrivance, 
but are loft in the crowd of aftonifhing talents which 
diftinguilhed that brighteft of mortals. The greateft 
biographer of antiquity fays of him, that he was as 
great a general as Hannibal, as great an orator as 
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Cicero, and as great a politician as Augustus | 
but it might be added, that he was among the firil. 
poets of his day — that he was of the firft mechanical 
genius, and the fineft gentleman, in Rome. 

Nature feems to, have formed, in Caesar, a com- 
pendious union of all human talents, as if to demon- 
ftrate how unavailing they were when oppofed to ftrift 
rigid honefty and virtue in the charafter of Brutus. 

To go from Bonne to Frankfort, there are two 
ways— one over the mountains of Wetterania, the. 
other up the river Rhine. I made nq hefitation to 
adopt the latter, and was rewarded for my choice 
with the view of as fine a country, inhabited by a^ 
fine a race of people, as I had ever feen. Valleys 
filled with herds, plains enamelled with corn-fields, 
and the hills covered with vineyards, regaled the eye, 
and conveyed to the mind all the felicitating ideas of 
plenty, natural opulence, and true profperity. My 
anxiety, however, to get forward, and difengage my- 
felf from a fpecies of folitude in a country where, 
though travelling is cheap, accommodations of moll 
kinds in the public houfes are bad, induced me to 
pufli on, without taking the time neceffary for making 
accurate obfervations on the country as I pafled ; fo 
that, gliding, as it were, imperceptibly, through a 
number of towns, of which I recolfeft nothing dif- 
tinftly but the names of Coblentz and Mcntz, I ar- 
rived at the great, free, and imperial city of Frank- 
fort on the Maine. 

Here I fliall flop, for a (hort time, my rdation, in 
order to give you time for jufl refleftion and exami- 
nation of what I have already written ; and as, in 
the latter part of it, I^have /kimmed very lightly 
oveif the country, I defire that you will fupply the 
deficiency of my information by clofe refearch in 
books ; inform yourfelf of the great outlines of the 
Germanic Conflitution j look back to its origin, its^ 
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progrefs, and its eftablifliment ; thence proceed to the 
diftindl parts, or inferior ftates, of which it is compo- 
sed ; ponder them all well ; and from thofe draw your 
cfi^'Ti inferences, and let me hear what they trc with 
freedom : fliould they be wrong,' I will endeavour to 
fet them right ; but fliould they be* right, they will 
aflford me the moft lively fatisfa£^ion ; Tor they will 
ferve to correft one of the greateft crrvrs under which 
youth labours — ^an overweening, fanguine imagina- 
tion, that things in this life are, or at leaft can be 
modelled into perfeftion ; whereas experience, and a 
juft obfervation of the hiftory of mankind, will fliew, 
ilhat on this ball things will never be as they ought, 
but muft remain as they are — ^imperfefl. 
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1 HE country about Frankfort is delightful, 
rich and fruitful^ and watered by the beautiful river 
Maine, which divides the city into two parts, that 
on the north being called Frankfort, and that on the 
ibuth, Saxenhaufen, from the Saxons, who are fup- 
pofed to have been the founders of it. The city itfelf 
is large, populous, and rich, and diflinguiihed for 
being the place where the emperor and king of the 
Romans is elefted — though, by the appointment of 
Charlemagne, Cologne has a fuperior claim' to 
that honour. . The magiftrates, and great part of rhc 
inhabitants, are Lutherans or Calvinifts ; notwith- 
fl:anding which, moft of the churches are in the hands of 
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the Roman Catholics — a laudable inftance of the true 
tolerant fpirit of a wife and virtuous inftitution, and z 
heavy refleftion upon, as well as a noble example to 
the PopHh Powers of Europe. 

The tetritory belonging to Frankfort is of vcrr. 
confiderable extent ; and the trade carried on through 
it, by means of the rivers Rhine and Maine, of very 
great importance, not only to the country itfelf, but 
to other commercial nations, and particularly to Great 
Britain, whofe manufa^lurcs are fent to Frankibrfi 
and thence circulated through the Continent, in ama- 
zing quantities. 

The fairs of Frankfort are talked of all over Europt 
--jof fuch importance are they in the world of coffl- 
iftrce. They are held, one at Eafter, and another in 
September, and continue for three weeks, dtiring which 
time the rcfort of people there from €ll quarters is 
aflonifliing. Every thing is done by the government 
to render them as attraftive to merchants as poffiblc ; 
:md taxes or duties are extremely low — a bale of the 
value of ten or twenty thoufand cro^nis paying duty 
only about ten or eleven pence of our money. All 
commodities from all parts of the world are fold there, 
and circulated through the empire ; but, particularly, 
books are fold in prodigious quantities. Afrer the 
fairs are oyer, the fliops of the foreign merchants 
are flnit up, and their names written over their doors. 

To give an idea of the great importance thefe fairs 
are to commerce, I need only >mentio{i, tliat in the 
prefcnt war, the impediments thrown by the French 
in the way of the tranfit of goods up the Rhine, 
and the fliutting up that fair, gave a moll alarming 
paralyfis to the manufafturing eftablifliments of Eng- 
land, and a (hock to public credit in confequence, that 
would, but for the timely interference of Parliament, 
have, in all probability, been fatal to t^je national 
credit. 

I Frankfort 



Frankfort is in oiaQf rdpeOs % jdeafant place : the 
:|nerchaQts jare e^emely conviTidl afid fociable, and 
form clubs, "whert tbejr meet to 4riak tea and coflfee^ 
^d play at cards* llicre is a pjayhoofe alfb, a great 
number of coffcc-bonfcs, and other houfes of enter- 
tainment in abundance. The country atound is covered 
ivitfa woods and vineyards ; aad the circumjacent vil- 
lages are very pieaiant, 3nd weH fupplied v^ith houfes 
of entjertainnieisl:, to iwiiich the inhabitants of the 
city rdbrt in die Summer kaicm ; and the inns in 
Frankfort are excellent. 

A fingular cuftom prevails here, which I think 
worth menticanng : Taverns are denoted by pine-trees 
planted before the doors of tbtm ; and the di&rent 
l^rices of the wines ia their cellars are marked in. 
ciphers on the door-poJJs. 

In the town here is prefentcd the original Golden 
Bull, or Pope's Authority, which contains the ruleg 
and orders to he obferved at the eleftion of the Empe- 
rors. The Golden Bull is never ihown to ftrangers 
but in the pref<^e of two of the council and the 
fecretary — It is a little manufcript in quarto, confiding 
of forty-two leaves of parchment, with a gold feal of 
three inches diameter, of the value of twenty ducats, 
hung to it by a cord 6f yellow filk. It is f^id to 
be written in Latin and Gothic charafters, without 
diphthongs ; and kept in a black box together with 
two written tranflations of it into the German ]an« 
guagc. .. - 

It is faid of Frjuikfort, that the Roman Catholics 
poffefs the churches, the Lutherans the dignities, and 
the Calvinifts the riches. It is therefore one of the 
few places in Chriftendom where the churches and 
the riches do not go into the fame hands. 

From Frankfort to Augfbnrgh, I paffed through a 
number of towns, all of them fo very inconfiderablc 
%s not to mmt any. particular defcription. The way 
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lies from thcf Palatinate thougli the Circle of Suabia. 
In the extreme end of; the Palatinate, and immcdiatdy 
before entering tht Dutchy of Wirtembcrg, the country 
h covered with fir-trees, and money is fo fcarcc in it, 
that a loaf of wheaten bread, weighing eight pounds, 
cofts but two pence. 

This city of Augfburgh is the capital of a bifhopric 
of that name in the Circle of Suabia, and is worthy 
of the attention of the claffical traveller for its anti- 
quity. About twelve years before the birth of Christ, 
Augustus C-ssar fubdued all this country, and, 
on the place where Augfburgh now flands, formed 
a colony, gave the town the name of Augufla Vindc- 
licorum, and put it under the government of Drusus 
the brother of Tiberius, afterwards emperor of 
Rome. The inhabitants of this place were the Vin- 
delici, a branch of the Illyrians. But, ancient though 
it be, it has little more of antiquity to entitle it to 
notice than the bare name ; for it has been pillaged 
fo often, particularly by that monfler Attila, that 
there are fcarcely any. remains of its antiquity to be 
found. 

Augfburgh, is now, however a handfome city— 
the public buildings in general magnificent, and 
adorned with fountains, water engines of a curious 
conflruftion, and flatues. 

The mod rich and fplendid part of the town * 
belongs to a family of the name of Fuggers (origi- 
naly defcended from a weaver), who enriched thera- 
felves by commerce, and one of whom rendered not 
only himfelf, but the whole family, confpicuous, by 
entertaining the emperor Charles the Fifth in a fu- 
perb manner, and fupplying him with money, and then 
throwing his bond into the fire ; in return for which," 
the emperor, made him a count of the empire. 

This city is remarkable for goldfmiths' ware ; and 
its mechanics are equal to any in the worM^ for works 
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111 gold, ivory, clocks, and time-pieces ; and they en- 
grave better than any people in, Germany, which 
brings them confiderable profits* But what they are, 
above all other people, eminent for, is the manufac- 
turing fteel-chains fo prodigioufly fine^ that when one 
of them, of a fpan in length, has been put about the 
neck of a flea, it lifts up the whole of it as it leaps j 
and yet thofe are fold for lefs than a fhilling of our 
money a piece* 

Gontroverfy, and difference ift religious opinions^ 
which has almoft, ever fince the commencement of 
Chriftianity, difgraced the human undcrftanding, and 
defaced fociety, impofes upon the liberal, well-thinking 
traveller, the ci|^ce of fatirift but too often. Augfburgh, 
however, is a fplendid exception, and holds up a moft 
glorious fpeftacle of manly 'fenfe, generous fentiment, 
juftice, and I wjll fay policy too, vanquifliing that 
fliark-jawed enemy of mankind, bigotry* The magif- 
tracy of Augfburgh is tompoled of about an equal 
number of Proteftaiits and Roman Catholics— their 
fenate confifling of twenty-three Roman Catholics and 
twenty-two Lutherans, and their common Council of 
a hundred and fifty of each : The executive power is 
lodged in the fenate — the legiflative authority in both 
bodies. But, what is hardly to be found any where, 
they all, as well as the people, agree together in 
the moft pcrfcft harmony, notwithftanding the differ- 
ence of religion ; and at all tables biit the communion 
table, they affociate together, dip in the fame difli, and 
drink of the fame cup, as if they had never heard of the 
odious diftinftion of Papift and Proteftant, but as being 
bound to each other by the great and irrefragable 
bond of hu^ianity : fellow-creatures, affefted by the 
fame feelings, impelled by the fame paffiong|, labouring 
under the fame neceffities, and heirs to the fame fu&r- 
ings, their means of affuaging the one, gratifying or re- 
filling another, and fupplyin^j the third, are the fame, 
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though chequered and varied a little in Ac riiode— the 
road alone diiFercnt, the ends alike. Is it not cruel, thea 
—is it not intolerable, that the calamities infeparable 
from humanity ihould be aggravated with artificial 
flings, and the nakednefs of human nature expofed, 
and rendered more oflFenfive, by factitious calamities of 
human contrivance ? Curfed were thofc who firft fop 
mented thofe difputes, and caft thofe apples of difcord 
through tbc world : blind were they who firft were fc- 
duced from the paths of peace by them ; and more 
curfed, and more blind, muft they be, who, in this time 
of intellcQ: and illumination, continue on the one hand, 
to keep up a (yftem fo wicked and fo deteftable, or, oo 
the other, to mbmit to error at .once fo fooliih and b 
fatal* 



LETTER XX. 



Jl' OR the reafons mentioned in my laft, 
Augfburgh h a moft agreeable place to live in. 
Touched with the fenfations natural to a man who 
loved to fee his Yellow-creatures happy, my heart ex- 
panded to a fyftem of peace and harmony, compre- 
hending the whole globe : my mind expatiated invo- 
luntarily on the bleffings and advantages derived from 
fuch a fyftem ; and, lakmg flight from the bounds of 
prafticabilityj to which our feeble nature is pinned on 
this earth, into the regions of fancy, had reared a 
fabric of Utopian mold, which, I verily believe, ex- 
ceeded in extravagance the works of all the Utopian 
architc^ that ever conftrufted cafUcs in the air. 

Hurried 
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Hurried on by this delightful vifion, my perfon paid 
an involuntary obedience to my mind ; and the quick- 
nefs of my pace increafing with the impetuolity of 
my thoughts, I found myfclf, before I was aware of 
it, within the chapel-door <£ the convent of the 
Carmelites. Obferving my error, I fuddenly turned 
about, in order to depart, when a friar, a goodly 
perfon of a man, elderly, and of a benign afpfft, 
called me, and, advancing towards me, afked, in 
terms of politenefs, and in the French language, why 
I was retreating fo abruptly — I was confiifed : but 
truth is the enemy before whom confufion ever flies ; 
and I told him the whole of my miftake, and the 
thoughts from which they arofe. 

The good father, waving further difcourfe on the 
fubjeft, but with a fmile which I thought carried a 
mixture of benevolence for myfelf, and contempt for 
my ideas, brought me through the church, and fhcwed 
me all the curiofities of the place, and particularly 
pointed out to me, as a great curiofity, a fun-dial 
made in the form of a Madonna, the head enriched 
with rays and ftars, and in the hand a fceptre which 
marked the hours. 

Quitting the chapel, and going towards the refec 
tory, the friar flood, and, looking at me with a fmile 
of gaiety, faid, '* I have yet fomething to fliew you, 
which, while lady Madonna marks the time, will help 
us to pafs it ; and, as it will make its way with more 
force and fubtlety to your fenfes than thofe I have 
yet (hewn you, will be likely to be longer retained in 
remembrance. 

He fppke a few words in German, which of courfe 
I did not underftand, to a vifion bearing the ftiape of 
a human creature, who, 1 underftood, was a lay-bro- 
ther ; and, turning down a long alley, brought me to 
his cell, where we were foon followed by the afore- 
faid lay-brother, with a large earthen jug of liquor, 
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two glaffcs, and a plate with fomc delicately white 
bifcuit. 

" You muft know/' faid the friar, " that the con- 
vent of Carmelites at Augfburgh has for ages beeg 
famed for beer unequalled in any part of the world ; 
and I have brought you here to have your opinion— 
for, being an Englilhman, you muft be a judge, the 
>Britons being famed for luxury, and a perfeft know- 
ledge of the fcavoir vivreJ* He poured out, and 
drank to me : it looked liker the clearcft Champaignc 
than beer-^I never taftcd any thing to equal it ; and 
he feemed highly gratified by my exprcjffions of praifc, 
which I laviftied upon it, as well from politcnefs, ai 
regard to truth. 

After we had drank a glafs each, ** I have been 
refleaing/* faid the friar, " on the Angular flight of 
fancy that direfted your fteps into this convent— 
Your mind was difeafed, my fon ! and a propitious 
fuperintending Power has guided your fteps to a phy- 
fician, if you will but have the goodnefs to take the 
medicine he ojQfers/' 

I ftared with vifible marks of aftonifliment. 

*' You are furprifed,'* continued he ; *^but you fliall 
hear! When firft you difclofed to me thofe fickly 
flights of your mind, I could on the inftant have an* 
fwercd them : but you are young — you are an En- 
gliftiman— -two charafters impatient of reproof : the 
dogmas of a prieft, 1 thought therefore, would be fuf- 
ficiently diflGicult to be digefted of themfelves, with- 
out any additional diftafte caught ftom the chilling 
aufterity of a chapel !" 

I looked unintentionally at the earthen jug, and 
fmiled. 

** It is very true,'* faid he, catching my very in* 
jnoft thoughts from the exprcffion of my countenance 
-— " it is very true ! good doftrine may, at certain . 
times, and with certain perfons, be more cffcfiually 
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enforced under the cheering influence of the focial 
board, than by the authoritative declamation and for- 
mal fan6):ity of the pulpit ; nor am I, though a Carme- 
lite, one of thofe who pretend to think, that a thing 
in itfelf good, can be made bad by decent hilarity, 
and the animation produced by a moderate and wife 
ufc of the goods of this earth." 

I. was aftoniihed — 

*' You fell into a reverie,'* continued he, " pro- 
duced by a contemplation of the happinefs of a fb« 
ciety exiftiog without any diflFerence, and where no 
human breath fhould be wafted on a figh, no ear tor- 
tured with a groan, no tears to trickle, no griefs or 
calamities to wring the heart." 

" Yes, ifather 1" faid I, catching the idea with my 
former enthufiafm ; ^^ that would be my wiih— that, 
my greateft, firft defire." 

*' Then feeft thou," interrupted he, " the extent 
of thy wifliyfuppofe you could realize it, which, thank 
God I you cannot." 

" What ! thank God that I cannot ? arc thefe 
your thoughts ?" 

" Yes, my fon ; and ere Madonna marks the pro- 
grefs of ten minutes with her fceptre, they will be 
your'*' too." 

" Impoflil)le !" 

** Hear me, my fon !— Is not death a horrible pre- 
cipice to the view of human creatures ?" 

*^ Afluredly," faid I — ^^ the moft horrible : human 
laws declare that, by rqforting to it for punilhnacnt, 
as the ultimatum of all terrible infliftions." 

" When, then," faid he, " covered as wc are with 
mifery, to leave this world is fo infupportable to the 
human rcfleftion, what muft it be if we had nothing 
but joy and felicity to tafte of in this life ? Mark me, 
child !" faid he, with an animated zeal that gave an 
cxpreflion to hii? countenance beyond any thing I had 
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ever foen : ** the miferics, the cafemities, (tk heart- 
rendrngs, arid the tears^ ^'hich arc fo intimatcfy inters 
woven by the great artift inf our natures as not to bd 
feparated in a fmgJe inftance, arc in the firft place oirf 
fccurity of a future ftate, a«d ia the next place fervd 
to flope the way before us, and, by gradual operatk^, 
fit our minds for viewing^ Svith fonie fort of fortitude, 
that hideous chafin that lies between us and that (late 
-—death. View thofe miferies, then, as Ipecial afts of 
mercy and commiferatiot of a baieficent Gr«ter^ 
whoJ, with every estlamity, cffdts away a lini- of that 
earthly chain that fetters 6iii' wi{h<-s to this difiiial 
W(M-ld. Accept his bleffings and his goods, when be 
fends them, with gratitu<ie and enjoymefit: reeeitt 
his affliftiotis, too, with as joyous acceptatice, andt as 
hearty gratitudei Thus, and not otherwife, you will 
realize all your Utopian flights of defire, by turning 
every thing to matter of comfort, and Irving con- 
tented with difpenfatibns which you cannot alter, and, 
if you could, would moft certainly alter for the worfe." 

I fat abforbed in reflexion — ^Thc friar, after fomc 
paufe, proceeded — 

*' Errors arifing from virtuous diifpofitions and the 
love of our fellow-creatures, take their cornpley.?ott 
from their parent motives, and are virtuous. Your 
wiflies, therefore, my fon ! though erroneous, merit 
reward, and, I truft, will receive it from that Being 
who fees the receifes of the heart ; and if the truth* 
I have told you have not failed to make their way to 
your underftanding, let your adventure of to-day im- 
prefs this undeniable maxim on your mind — fo limited 
is man, fo imperfeft in his nature, that the extent of 
his virtue borders on vice, and the extent of his wif- 
dom on error." 

I thought he was infpircd ; and, jnft as he got to 
the laft period, every organ of mine was opened ta 
take in his words. 
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' *^ 'Tis well, my fon !*' faid he — ^*^ I perceive you 
like my doftrine: then" changiDg his manner of 
fpeaking, his exprei&ve countenance tke whole time 
^almoft antidpating his whole words, ** take forac 
more of it," faid he gaily, pouring out a fre(h glals. 
I pleaded the fear of inebriety — ^^ Fear not,'* faid he ; 
** the beer of this convent never hurts the intelieft/* 

Our converfation continued till near dinner-time; 
for I was fo delighted, I fcarcely knew how to fnatch 
liiyfelf away : foch a happy melange of piety and 
plea&ntty, grave wifdom and hamour, i had never 
met. At length, the convcnt-belL tolling, I rofe t ht 
took iHe by the hand, and, in a tone of the moil 
cdmpiacent admonition, faid, *' Remember, my child I 
as long as you live, remember the cofnvent of the 
Carmelites ; and in the innumerable evils that cer- 
tainly aiwait you if you are to iive long, the words 
you have heard from old Friar Avgvs'FWe will 
afford you comfort.*' 

*^ Fatlier !" returned I^- ** be afTored ! carry away 
from yoB a token that wiH never fuffer me to forget 
the hofpitality, the advice^ or the politenefs of the 
good fathet AoonsTiMf. Poor as 1 am in Hattunft 
means, I can make no other return ii^n my good 
wifhes, nor leave any imprcffiott behifld rac : but as 
my efteem for you, and pierhaps ifty vartitVy maikc me 
wilh not to be forgotten, accept ibis,- (af feal ringf, 
with a device in hair, which I happened to har^e on 
my linger) ; and wh«Hd*er y«W fook a?f Jf , let it re- 
mind you of one ^ tliofe, 1 <fore fay iHntrmcrable, 
inftances, in ^^hieh yo^ have' coorribinrtd tff ibe bap- 
pinefs and iraprorfircmefi* of ypw fcttew-cter^turcs/^ 

Th^ good cAd mart was^ affeAcd, teok the ring, and 
attended me to the cony^nf gitteV pronobnciag many 
bleffings, and charging mc to mate Augibnfrgh miy 
way back again to Kngland if po^^le, aad take one 
^lafs more ik iht eenwki ak# 

JuETTEa 
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LETTER XXI. 



Leaving Augfburgh, I travelled throiigb 
Bavaria a long way before I reached the Tyrol Coun- 
try, of the natural beauty of which I had heard much, 
and which I therefore entered with great cxpefta- 
tions of that fublime gratification the beauties of na- 
ture never fail to afford me» I was not difappointed } 
indeed, my warmeft txj^ftatioBS were exceeded. 

The firil thing that ftrikes a traveller from Bava-' 
ria, on entcrmg it, is the fort of Cherink, built be- 
tween two inacceflible rocks which feparatc Tyrol 
from the bifliopric of Freifingen. So amply has- na- 
ture provided for the iecurity of this country againft 
the incurfion of an enemy, that there is not a pafe 
which leads to it that it is not through fome narrow 
defile between mountains almoft . inacceffible ; and on 
the rocks and brows of thofe paffes, the emperor haa 
conflrufted forts and citadels, (o advantagcoufly pla- 
ced, that tjiey command all the valleys and avenues 
beneath. 

Affer a variety of windings and -turnings through 
mountains of ftupendous height and awful afpeft, I 
began to defcend, and entered die mod delightful val-- 
ley I had ever beheld — deep, long, and above a mile . 
in breadth-^furrounded with enormous piles of moun- 
tains, and diverfified with the alternate beauties of 
nature and cultivation, fo as to form^an union rarely 
to be met with, and delight at once the eye of the 
farmer, and the fancy of him that has a true tafte for 
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rural wildnefs. Frbtn the heights in defcending, the 
whole appeared in all its glory ; the beautiful river 
Inn gliding along throu^ it longitudinally, its banks 
ftudded with the moft romantic little villages, while a 
number of inferior ftreams were feen winding in dif- 
ferent courfes, and haftening to pour their tribute 
into its bofom. 

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenCitions. 
of tranfport, which all the works of art could never 
infpirc: here nature rufhed irrefiftible upon mj 
fenfes, sLnd, making them captive, exa^led their ac- 
knowledgment of her fupremacy : here vanity, ambi- 
tion, luft of fame and power, and all the tinfelled, 
gaudy frippery to which habit and wordly cuftom en- 
clave the mind, retired, to make way for fentiments 
of harmony, purity, iimplicity^ and truth : here Pro* 
videncc feemed to /peak in language moft perfuafive, 
*' Come filly man,, leave the wild tumult, the endlefe 
ftruggle, the glittering follies, the falfe and fpurious 
pleafures which artifice creates, to feducc you from 
the true — dwell here, and in the lap of nature fludy 
me:** Here, oh! here, exclaimed I, in a tranfport 
which bereft me, for the time, of every other confi- 
deration, here will I dwell for ever. The charm was 
too jSnely fpun, to withftand the hard tiigs of faft ; 
and all its precious delufions vanifhed before a hoft c£ 
gloomy truths— deranged affairs — family far off, with 
the diftance daily increafmg — the hazards and the 
hardfliips of a long untried journey — and the Eaft In- 
dies, with all its horrors, in the fear* I hung my 
head in forrow ; and, offering up a prayer to proteS 
my family, ftrengthen myfelf, and bring us once more 
together in fome fppt heavenly as that I paffed 
through, was proceeding on in a ftate of dejeftioa 
proportionate to my previous tranfports, when I was 
roufed by my poftiilion,' who, pointing to a very high, 
il^ep rock, defired m^ to take notice of it, I did fo ; 
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but feeing nothing very remarkable in its appearancr, 
a/ked him what he meant by direfting my attention to 
It — ^He anfwered me in the following manner, which) 
from the Angularity of the narrative, and his ftrange 
mode of telling it, I think it would injure to take out 
6f his own words : I will, therefore, endeavour, as 
well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of it ; 
ai;td, indeed, the imprefiion it made on my memory 
^as^ fuch, that, I apprehend, I (hall net materially dif> 
fer from his words : . 

'* You muft know. Sir, (for every one in the world 
knows it), that all thefe mountains around us, are tbd 
abodes of good and evil fpirits, or genii — die latter 
of whom are continually doing every malicious thing 
they can devife, to injure the people of the couatiy) 
•—- fuch as leading them aftray — fmothcring them ia 
the fnow— killing the cattle by throwing them down 
precipices— nay, when they can 4o no worfe, drying 
up the milk in the udders of the goats — and, fomc- 
times, putting between young men and their fwcet* 
hearts, and flopping their marriage. Ten thoufand 
curfes light upon them ! I ihould have be6n married 
two years ago, and had two children to-day, but for 
their fchemes. In fliort. Sir, if it were not for the 
others-^the good ones— who are always employed 
(and the bleffed Virgin knows they have enough on 
their haftds) in preventing the mifchiefs of thofc devils, 
the whole place would be deftroyed, and the country 
left without a living thing, man or goat !** 

Here I could not, for the life of me, retain my 
gravity any longer, but burft, in fpjte of me, into an 
immoderate fit of laughter, which fo difconcerted and 
o.Tended him, that he fullenly refufed to proceed with 
tlie ftory and farther, but continued marking his fore- 
head {]\h hat ojff) with a thoufand crofles, uttering 
pious ejaculations, looking at me with a mixture of 
terror, diftruft, and admiration and every now and then 
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glancing his eye zfkmce toward the hills, as if fearful 
pf a dcfcent from the evil fplrits. 

My curiofity was awakened by the very exraordinary 
poinmeniceinent of his narrative ; and I determined, if 
po0ib)^, to hear it out : fp, aiTuring him that I meant 
Diothing: either of flight or wickcdoefs by my laughter 
«— that I had too felons ideas of fuch things to treat 
them with levity — and, what was more convincing 
Jlogic with him, promiftag to reward him for it — he 
proceeded with his ftory as follows : 

^ Wdl, Sir, you fay you were not iporting with 
thofe fpirit^-^and fortunate it is for you : at all events^ 
6;wnt John of God be .our guide, and bring us fefe to 
Iimfpr uck. Juft lb the great Maximilian was wont 
to laugh at them ; and you Ihall hear how he wsls pn* 
fiiibed for it-— land that was the ftory I wa« about to 
tdl you. The Eaiperor Maximilian, that glory of 
tikc world, (he is now in the lap of the bleffed Virgia 
in Paradifc), once on a time, before he was emperor, 
that is to fay, when he was archduke, was always 
laughing at the country people's fears of thofe fpirits 
•—2^ an old father of the church forewarned him 
to beware, left he fliould fufer for fais raihnefs : 
(o one day he went out huntings and at the foot of 
chat mountain a moft beautiful chamois ftarted before 
him ; he (hot at it, and miffed it — (the firft ihot he had 
2ni0ed for many years, which you know was warning 
.enough to liim)— however, he followed, (hooting at 
amd mining it, the animal ftaiiding every now and 
then u]i he came up within Oiot of it : tnus he coik- 
tinued till near night, when the goat difappeared of 
a fudden, and he found himfelf buried, as it were, 
in the bowels of the mountain: he endeavoured to 
find his way out, but in vain ; every ftep he took 
led him more aftray, and he was for two days wan- 
dering about, Christ fave us ! in the frightful hollows 
of thofe mountains, living all the time on wild berries: 

on 
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on the fecond night be bethought himfelf of his j^iSt 
of faith, and of the faying of old Father J erg m£ j 
and he fell on his knees, and wept and prayed all 
night; and the Virgin heard his prayers, he being a good 
man, and, above all, an emperor— God blefs you and 
me ! we flbould have periflied— In the morning a beau*' 
tiful young man, dreffed in a peafant's habit, came up 
to him, gave him viftuals and wine, and defired 
Iiim to follow him, which he did, you may be furc^ 
joyfully — but. Oh blefled Virgin ! think what his 
furprife muft have been, when, getting again into the 
plain out of the mountain, the young man difappearcd 
tod vanifhed all of a fudden, juft at the foot oF that 
llecp rock which I ftiewed you, and which ever fincc 
goes by the name of the emperor's rock— You fee 
what a dangerous place it is, and what dangerous fpiriti 
they muft be that would not fpare even the holy Roman- 
emperor. In my mind, the beft way 'is to fay nothing 
againft thofe things, as fome faithlefs people do, and 
to worfliip the Virgin and keep a good confcience, and 
then one will have the lefs.to fear/*^ 

By the time he had ended his narrative, we -were 
in fight of Innfpruck, when I annoyed and terrified 
him afrefli, by laughing immoderately at the end of 
his ftory — ^but atoned in fome meafure. for it, by giving 
tim half a florin. 

On inquiring at Innfpruck, I found that Maximi- 
riAK had aftually loft his way in the mountain, and 
had been condufted out of it by a peafant, who left 
him fuddenly ; the reft was an exaggerated traditionary 
tale, arifing from the fuperftitious fears of the country 
I'copk^ 
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IN all nations under Heaven, and at all times 
lince the creation there have been men formed to 
make a noife in the world — to increafe or impede, to 
direfl: or difturb, the calm, fober progrefs of focial life 
—and, in the eagernefs and violence of their efforts to 
reaqh the goal of fnpcriority, overturn or thruft out 
of their ordinary path the reft of mankind, till either 
' they provoke againft thenj a general coufpij-acy of their 
fellow-creatures, or, till reaching tlie point of their 
purfuit, they become elevated objefi:s of homage and 
admiration* Such men are generally compofed of 
great materials for mifchief : — ^having ftrong natural 
talents and violent ungovernable fpirits ; according to 
the direAion thcfc get, they are harmlefs or mifchievous 
— ^but, like morbid matter in the animal fyftem, if not 
let loofe by fome channel or other, they never fail to 
difturb the whole economy of the body they belong 
to, and produce fatal confequences to it and to them- 
felves ; Colonial poffeffions have, therefore, in fome 
views, been of ufe (as America formerly to England) 
to draw off thpfe dangerous fpirits, who, though they 
are in times of peace better at a diflance, in times of 
var are found to be the tougheft finews of a nation. 

The country of Tyrol, fuch as I have defcribed it, 
formed by nature for the refidencc of the Sylvan deities, 
jich in the produfts of the earth, the people contented 
and happy, and the whole the region of peace ; manu- 
£iflurts, the firit root of low vices, and commerce, the 



great inftigator of \v^, have fcarcely been able to 
fct their feet there : hence it happens, that there is no 
channel though which thofe exuberant fpirits 1 have 
alluded to can take their courfe, or expand their force. 
Home, therefore, i3 no place for thofe of the Tyrolefe, 
vAio are jcurfcd or bleffed (call it which yjou pleafe) 
with fhofe very combuftible qualities ; and they arc 
obliged to roam abroad in fearch of opportunities of 
diftinguiflilng themfelves, giving vent to their fpirits, 
anal manifrfling their talents. They are found, 
iherefore, fcattered ail aver the Continent : and as it 
l^rejy happens that opportunities occur in life of 
fignalifing &ich talents in a dignified line, rather chaa 
i>e idle they do what they caa, and apply to chicanety 
us ^ wide afid appropriate field for their genius and 
vigoar to work ion-r— ^he emigrant Tyrolefe are, there* 
forje, by moi nations of the coniinmt, reckoned among 
the mofl: expert ^fld accompliflied iharpers in tfae 
ivorld — the people, however, who remain at home^ 
are of a different charafter — they are, generally fpeak* 
ing, tail, robuft, and vigorous ; the women ftrongi 
suid vjery fair ; and both fexes exhibit a very pieafing 
mixt^ire of German phlegm and Italian fprightlinefs ; 
or, to fpeak more properly, they are a mean betwe^ 
lliofe two extremes. 

Innfpruck, tiiough a fmall city, is handfome and 
agreeable, ftanding in a very faeautlful valley, fur- 
rounded with mountains, which, while their lower 
parts are wjeH cultivated, ane capped on the tops with 
perennial fiK>w. The caftle formerly tlie refideace of 
the AuArian princes is (lately and magnificent, adorned 
wicliii) with' fine paintings, and decorated without by 
jiatural and artificial fountains, (latues, pleafant gar- 
dens, graves, walks, and covered galleries, leading to 
five different churjches. 

A'prppos — ^Let mc not forget the churches | la a 
shapd of the Franciicaa church, tliere is an image of 
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the Virgin Mary as big as the life, of folid filver^ 
"ttrith many other images of faints of the fame metal* 
If fome of thofe filver deities were transferred to Paris, 
I fear their divinity would not fave them from the 
hands of the facrilcgious Convention. One things 
however, is well worth the attention of travellers, 
particularly thofe who wifti to wipe away the fins of 
a deceafed friend, and get them a direft paffport to 
happifiefs— This Francifcan church is held to be one 
of the moll facred and venerable in the world, on ac* 
count of the indulgences granted to it by feveral 
popes ; fo that one fingle mafs faid in it, is declared 
to be fuflSicient to deliver a foul front the pains of pur- 
gatory. When we confider the great and important 
extent of their power in that refpeft, we cannot won- 
der if they had all the faints in the calendar, and the 
Virgin Mary to boot, in folid filver, even of the 
(izc of the Coloflus at Rhodes; 

Hall, the fccond city in Tyrol, lies on€ leaglie from 
Innfpruck : it is famous for its falt^works, and for a 
mint and filver mines, in which feven thoufand men, 
women, and children, are coBftantly employed* 

At a royal palace and cafUe called Ombras, lying 
at equal diftauce from Innfpruck and Hall, there is 
an arfenal, famous for a prodigious collefiion of curi- 
ofities, fuch as medals, precious ftgnes, faits of ar- 
ttrour, and ftatues of feveral prraccs on horfcback, in 
their old rich fighting accoutrements ; bcfides gres^t 
variety of military fpoils and trophies taken by thtr 
HouTe of Audria ; in particular, a ftatue of Era'ncis 
the Firft and his horfe, juft as they, were taketi at 
the battle of Pavia, and two others of Turkilh ba- 
Dxaws^ with the coftly habits and appointments with 
which they were taken, embellifhed with gold, filver, 
and precious flones. But, above all their curiofities, 
the moft extraordinary is an oak inclofmg the body 
of a deer : this laft, however unaccountable, h hCt; 
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and equals, I think^ any of the wonders in the metai'- 
morphofes of Ovid. 

Leaving Innfpruck, I proceeded on my journey, 
and foon entered into the mountains, which are there 
of a terrible height— I was the beft part of a day 
afcdSding them : as I got near the top, I was Ihewn, 
by my driver, the fpot where Ferdinand, king of 
Hungary, and the Emperor Charles the Fifth, met, 
when he returned from Africa, in the year 1520. It 
is marked with an infcription to that effeft, and has 
grown into a little village, which, from that circum- 
ftance, bears the name of the Salutation. 

Although this mountain, called Bremenberg (at 
Burning-hill), is covered with fnow for nine months 
in the year, it is inhabited to the very top, and pro- 
duces com and hay in abundance : at the higheft part 
there is a poft-houfe, a tavern, and a chapel, where 
the traveller IS accommodated with frefli horfes, pro- 
vifions, and, if he choofes, a mouthful of prayers— 
I availed myfelf of the two firft ; but the latter being 
not altogether in my way, I declined it, for which I 
could perceive that I was, by every mouth and eye 
in the place, configned to perdition as a heretic. 

Juft at this fpot there is a Ipring of water which 
falls upon a rock, and divides into two currents, 
which, at a very fmall diftance, affume the appear* 
ance, and, in fa<S, the magnitude too, of very Jargc 
rivers. The mountain is fometimes diflScuIt to pafr, 
fometimes abfolutely imprafticable— I was fortunate, 
jiowever, in this refpeft; fori got over it without 
any very extraordinary delay, and on my way wa5 tc- • 
galed with the moft delicious venifon that I have ever 
lafled in my life j it was faid to be the flefh of a kind 
of goat. 

Although it is but thirty-five miles from Innfpruck 
to Brifen, it was late when I reached the latter ; and 
as it contained nothing worth cither the trouble of 
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Adaj attending the fearch of it, I fet out the ^ next 
tnorning, and, travelling with high mountains on one 
iide, and a river all along upon the other, arrived at 
a town called Bolfano, in. the bifliopric of Trent* 
The country all along was thickly inhabited, and thg 
mountains perfeftly cultivated and manured evM to 
their highe/l tops. On entering the valley or Bol- 
fano, I found the air becoming obvioufly fweet, de- 
lightful, and temperate } the vineyards, and all the 
trees and flirubs, olives, mulberries, willows, and 
rofes, &c. all of the mod lively green, and every thing 
marking the mod luxuriant vegetation. 

Bolfano is a fmall, but extremely neat and pleafant 
town — ^but nothing I faw jbout it pleafed me fo much 
as their vineyards, which are planted in long terraces 
along the fides of the hills, and are formed into the 
mod: beautiful arbours, one row above another. 

From Bolfano to Trent, is ,fifty-one miles, a good 
day's journey 2 almoll the whole of it lies thrdugh the 
Valley of Bolfano, a mfift fruitful and pleafant-^^in- 
deed, delightful road, which made the day's journey 
appear to me much fliorter than it really was. 

Perhaps no part of the habitable globe is, withia 
the fame comparatively fmall compafs of earth, fo 
wonderfully diverfified by the hand' of nature in all her 
extremes, as that through which I have juft carried 
you. There,' under almofl: the fame glance of the 
eye, were to be feen the ftupendous, the rugged, the 
favage, and the inacceffible— the mild, the fruiful, and 
the cultivated. Here, the mountain capped with per- 
petual (how, gradually falling in blended gradations 
of (hade, far beyond the reach of the artift's pencil, 
into the green luxuriapt valley 5 and there, the vine- 
yard, the olivary, and the rich corn-field, burfting at 
once from rugged rocks and inacceffible faftneffes : 
the churlifh s^peft of the tyrant \vinter for ever 
prowling on tne mountain's head above— perpetual 
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ffnring fmiling tvith all her fafcinatmg charms m tfcc 
plains below. Such fcenes as thefe would l^affle all 
efforts of the poet^s pen or painter's pencil : to be 
conceived, they mud be feen. I (hall therefore clofe. 
my account of them with a ftrong recommendation to • 
you, that whenever you travel for improvement, you 
go through the Country of Tyrol, and there leartt- the . 
gf eat and" naarvellous working of nature. 



i^i*. 



LETTER XXm. 

-- I { 



JrERHAPS the learned unwife men of *Ec 
world, who fpend' their lives poring after impoflifeiii- 
tics5 have never met with a more copious fubjeA of 
puzzle-pated enjoyment than the derivation of the 
names of places. In all difputed cafes on this fubjeft, 
the utmoft within human reach is conjefture ; but the 
joke of it is, that, fortunately for mankind, the cer- 
tainty of it would not be of a fmgle button advantage 
to them, even if it could be acquired by their fearch, 
Doftor Goldsmith, in his Citizen of the Worlds has 
thrown this matter into high ridicule ; and I recom- 
mend it to your perufal, left this fhadow of ffteraturc 
fliould one day wheedle you from more refpeftable 
purfuits. Trent has afforded vaft exercifc to book- 
worm conjeftures in this way ; for, while fome pro- 
nounce it to be derived from Tridentum, and for this 
purpofc will have it that Keptuns was worfhippcrf 
there, though fo far from the fea— others claim the 
difcovcry of its derivation from Tribns Torrcn-^ 
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tibus, or three ftreams which run there. Now, as to 
the firft, exclufive of forcing Neptune all the way 
from the Gulph of Venice to their temples, I cannot 
find any fuch fimilarity in the found of Trent and 
Trident to warrant the inference ; and as to the Tri- 
l.bus Toitentibus, they might as well fay t{iM a prim- 
J mer or hornbook was found there, and that thence it 
S was derived from the alphabet, fince the fame analogy 

■ fubfifted between them, namely, that the letters 
T,R,E,N,T are to be found in both. But, in the 

"" name of God, what fignifies what it was called after ? 
^ Its name is Trent ; and if it had been Putney, or 

■ John o* Groat's houfe, the town would be neither the 
- better nor the worfe, nor the treafures of literature 

fufFcr any defalcation from the difference. 

The bifhopric • of Trent is about fixty miles Imgf 

. and forty broad — fertile, and abundant in wine, oil,, 

> fnxk^ and pafturer— and pleafant, the beautiful river 

r Adi^e meandering through, the whole of it from 

■" north to fouth. The inhabitants are bigoted Roman 

embolics — ^you will the lefs wonder, then, that the 

' bi(hop fhould have fo exteniive a principality, and m 

annual revenue of forty thoufand crowns. 

As I receded from Germany, and advanced towards 

Italy, I found the air, the perfons, and the manners 

of the people, to difplay a very great difference^ and 

to referable thofe of the Italians more than thofe of 

• the Germans. Though Popiih bigotry be pretty 

i, ftrong in many parts of Germany, it no where there 

IS aflomes the gloQmjj deteftable afpeft that it does in 

Ijtaly. 

I And now, fince I Ijave happened to mention the 
< charafiers of thefe two people, I may as well, once 
^ for all, more particularly as we are got to the verge 
of both, give you them in full ; in both which I am 
warranted in faying, that all whq know the two will 
agree with me, 
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Perhaps contraft was never more perfeftly exem- 
plified tban in a comparifpn between the Germans and 
Italians ; and that contraft ftrikes more forcibly and 
fuddenly in paffing from one country to the other, 
than it would in fo {hort a fpace between any two 
people exifting. The Italians, jealous, revengeful, trea- 
cherous, diffcmbling, fervile, vicious, fanguinary, idle, 
and fenfual. ITie Germans, on the contrary, open, 
good-natured, free from malice and fubtlety, labori- 
ous, fincere, honeft, and hofpitable — ^and, with thofc 
valuable qualities, properly complaifant. So happy is 
the charafter of this people, that to be German- 
hearted has long been a phrafe fignifying an honeft 
man who hated diflimulation : and their hofpitality 
was, even in the days of Julius C-ffi:sAR, remark- 
able ; for we learn from him, that their houfes were 
open to all men — that they thought it injuflice to 
affront a traveller, and made it an article of their re- 
ligion to proteft fijpfe who came under their royf. 
Did not intemperance in eating and drinking detrad 
from their virtues, no people on earth would bear 
comparifon with them for intrinfic worth, and particu- 
larly for integrity in dealing. 

The city of Trent, though not very large in circum- 
ference, is populous. The higli mountains which 
furround it, fubjeft it to all the inconveniences of heat 
and cold-t— rendering the air exceffively hot in fum- 
mer, and extremely cold in winter ; befides which, 
they expofe the town to dreadful inundations — the 
torrents that defcead from the mountains being fome- 
tiiyies fo impetuous as to roll large pieces of rock with 
them into it, and having fevcral times laid the whole 
place wafte. 

There are in Trent many ftately palaces, churches, 
and religious houfes. The only one, however, that I 
will particularize, is that of Saint Mary Major, 
noted for a prodigious large organ, which can' be 
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made to counterfeit all forts of mufical inftruments, 
together with the-ffnging of birds, the cries of feveral 
beafts, and the founds of drums and trumpets, fa ex- 
aftly, that it is difficult to diftinguifh between the 
imitation and the reality. To what an end fuch an 
inflrument (hould be fet up in a place of worfhip, I 
am at a iofs to divine, unlefs it be to add to the rich, 
ufelefs lumber that fills all thofe of Popifli Countries. 

But that which diftinguifhes this church ftill fur- 
ther, is, that it is the place where the famous Coun- 
cil of Trent* was held, concerning the -Reformation, 
at which four thoufand perfons of a public charaftcr, 
laymen and ecclefiaftics, affifted. This Council fat 
eighteen years before it did any thing : but at lafl: 
• the Pope contrived to get the afcendant ; and, after 
debating and deliberating fo long, not only the Pro- 
teftants, but even the German and French nations, 
■ xefufed to receive its decrees. Certain of the clergy, 
^finding the afcendancy ^that the negotiation of the 
Pope was getting in this counofl^ faid that the Holy 
Ghoft had been fent there from Rome in a cloakbag / 

Trent once boafted a curiofity — ^which indeed ftill 
remains, though out of ufe — that, I think, would be 
found ierviceable in moft towns in Chriftendom, and 
dfewhere too, |nd particularly at Bath, and fuch 
places. It was a tower on the river Adige, into 
which the ftream was condufted, for the purpofe of 
drowning fuch of the clergy as were convifted of 
having been too familiar with their neighbours' wives 
and daughters ! 

The people of Trent fpeak frromifcuoufly, and in- 
differently, both the German and Italian languages ; 
but whether well, or not, I was not adept enough to 
difcover. 

My next flage was Baffano, a town in the territory 
of Vincenza in Italy, fituated at the end of a very 
lortg narrow valley. It is watered by the river Brenta, 
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which walhes that very rich, fertile, fcrene, healthy,. . 
and plentiful diftrift of Italy, fo celebrated for its ad- 
mirable wines, as well as ror its fine pafture-grounds, 
rich corn-fields, and prodigious abundance of game, 
cattle, and mulberry-trees ; from all which it is callei 
the Garden and Shambles of Venice. 

The next day I arrived at an early hour at Vcmce, 
the defcription of which I fhall not injure by commen- 
cing it with th^ mutilated fragment of a letter, atfid 
jihall therefore poitpone it to my next. 

Thus, my dear Frederick, have I, in order to 
preferve the unity and order of my progrefs, bsMight 
you through Germany with a precife regularity, that, 
if I was not wifliing for your improvement, might be 
difpenfed with — »yet have left much, very much in- 
deed, untouched, in the confidence that you will your- 
felf have the induftry to find it out. 

I confefs, my dear boy, that I have often, as I 
wrote, detefted mjrfelf in excurfions from the road 
into moral refleftion — ^but I could not ftop : your im- 
piovement was my objeft in undertaking the bufinefs ; 
and I could not refrain from endeavouring to inculcate 
fuch leflbns as the progrefs of the work fuggefted, 
and as iraprefled my mind with a cx)nviftion of their 
truth and utility. 

^ You mud have obferved, that there are two to- 
pics on which 1 dwell very much— one, liberty— 
the other, an abhorrence of bigotry and fuperftition. 
But, before I proceed further, I muft call to your re- 
membrance what I have often faid, that by liberty I 
do not mean that which fome people now give that 
name to— ^nor do I mean religion when I fpeak of 
bigotry; for true liberty is ftill more incompatible 
with anarchy than with defpotifm, and fuperftition is 
the grcateft enemy of religion. Let the firil objeft of 
your heart and foul be true morality— the next, rati- 
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cnal liberty : but remember, that the one is not to be 
found independent of rcUgion, nor the other ever to 
be enjoyed but under the reftraining hands of whole- 
fome laws and good government — fuch as England* 
co^ boafls. 

In thefe times, when human opinion is adually 
polled on the two extremes of political judgment, I 
know, that to ipeak rationally, is to incur the cenfure 
of both, or to be, as Pope fomewhere fays, ** by 
tories called a whig, by whigs a tory :** but I care 
not-i*"*! fpeak my opinion with the fair face of inde- 
pendence ; nor would fcruple to tell the King of 
PrfkssiA my hatred of defpotifm, or the Conventioa 
of France my abhorrence of anjirchy — ^between both 
of which the true and genuine point of liberty lies ; 
and England, thank God i draws the line. 
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As I approached Venice, I was much de- 
lighted with its appearance. Its flately fteeples an4 
noble buildings feemed as if juft emergmg from the fea, 
and floating on the furface of it ; and it required no 
gresit ftretch of fancy to imagine, that it undulated with 
the agitated waves of its parent the Adriatic. On all 
the furrounding coafls, nature and art feemed to have 
vied with each other in pouring the greatefl profuiion 
of their gifts, while thoufands of mafts, Tcattered like 
forefls over the furrounding bays, denoted that Venice, 
not content with her own, fliared in the wealth and 
luxuries of other climes* 
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It is indeed diflScult to conceive a more extraordinary 
and pleafing appearafrce than this city makes at a 
.diftance, whether you approach it from the fea or from 
the continent. Built not like towns in Holland, where 
immenfe moles and walls pufli the fea forward, ami 
encroach on his dominion, it ftands on piles erefted 
in the fea ; and the foundations of the houfes almoft 
touching the water, gives it the appearance of floating 
on its furface. The fteeples are feen at fea at the 
diflance of thirty miles ; and the profpeft becomes 
more beautiful the nearer, it is approached — ^prefent- 
ing in many views the appearance of floating iflands. 

To ereft a city thus upon the water, while fo many 
thoufands of acres ftand unoccupied, at firfl: fight fecras 
extrardmary — but all thofe great and ftrange devia- 
tions from the ordinary path prcfented by nature, have 
. their fource in neceflity ; and it is not till long after 
the neceflity has been firfl: lamented, and afterwards 
obviated, that experience comes into aid, and demon- 
fl:rates, that, from her, fecurity and utility have often 
arifen. Thus it is with Venice, who, fortified by her 
local fituation (the effort of neceflity), fits fecure, and 
bids defiance to the world. 

The place where Venice now ftands, is fuppofed 
to have been formerly a marfliy ground, on which the 
Adriatic Sea had gradually encroached, leaving the more 
elevated parts of it above water, and thereby forming a 
vaft number of little iflands, hence called Lagunes: 
on thofe the fifliermen of the neighbouring fliores 
built their huts ; and when Italy was invaded by the 
Goths under Alaric, and after warks by thatbabarous 
race the Huns, under Attijla, both of whom fpread 
ruin and defolation wherever th^y came, vaft num- 
bers of people from the circumjacent fliores of the 
Adriatic, particularly from Padua and Aquileia, fled 
hither, and brought along with them immenfe wealth. 
Here they laid the firfl foundations on fcventy-two 

diftinft 



DESCRIPTION OF VENICE. j -^^ 

diftinft little iflands, and certainly with huts, of a 
city which afterwards flood almoft foremoft in the 
naval and commercial world: as thofe iflands were 
built upon, and became over-peopled, they gradually 
puflied forward their piles, and built upon them again,, 
till the whole became one vaft city, extending to 
many more of thofe iflands beyond the original fcventy- 
two. 

As it was indebted in a great meafure, for its rife 
and importance to the commerce of the Eaft, which 
then was carried on by way of the Red Sea and 
Alexandria, when the paflage by the Cape ■ of Good 
Hope was difcovered, that trade declined and Venice 
declined gradually along with it. ♦ 

It is amazing, what an extent of territory and ac- 
cumulation of power the Venetians once poifefled. 
Befides their prefept poffeifions, which comprehend 
the territories of Padua and Verona, the Vincentine, 
the Brefcians, the Bergamafes, the Cremafco, the 
Polefin of Rovigo, Marca Trevigiana, the Patria del 
Friuli, and Iftria, they had under their dominion the 
iflands of Rhodes, Scio, Samos, Mytilene, Andros, 
Candia, the Morea, and the cities of Gallipoli and 
Theflalonica : befides which, they, in conjunftion with 
France, took Conftantinople, and remained for fome 
time mailers of that part of the Empire ; and difputed 
the dominion of Sclavonia, Croatia, Morlachia and Da!- 
matia, with the Kings of Hungary, and contended 
with the Genoefe for the empire of the fea : but of 
a great part of thefe, and their otlier conquefls, they 
have fince been fl:ripped, almofl: entirely, by the Turks. 

As to the government of Venice, I fliall not enter 
into any particulars of its hiflory — It is called a repub- 
lic, and was once a democracy.-* The name remains, 
while that which gave it is gone. It is, certainly, 
now a downright ariflocracy — the privilege of fitting 
in ihe great Council being confined to the nobility ; 
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and the doge, under the name of head, being no more 
than a gatidy Have, loaded with fetters : yet, fuch is 
the idle fondnefs of man for fuperficial pomp, rfiat this 
oflScc is fought after with avidity ; 4or though his 
power be fmall, his ftate is very fplendid. Hence 
it is faid, that the doge of Venice is a king in his 
robes, a fenator in council, a prifoner in the city, 
and a private man out of it ; and what is more ex-r 
traordinary, is, that though he may be depofed, he 
cannot refign — nor even decline the office, if he be 
once chofen, without expofing himfelf to baniflimentji 
and his effisfts to confifcation* 

The eftaWifhed religion of this ftate is the Roman 
Catholic ; but the Venetians are not bigots, and rcjeS 
the fupremacy of the Pope. Jews, Armenians, Greeks, 
and Proteftants, are allowed the exercife of their 
religion there ; and, provided they do not intermeddle 
with ftate affairs, of which they are" extremely jealous, 
even their priefts, monks, and nuns, may take almoft 
any liberties they pleafe^— a privilege that you may 
be affured is not neglefted by any of them. 

As few places have excited greater admiration and 
attention than Venice, (o none have been more copi* 
oufly defer Ibed by travellers, every one of whom may, 
when he returns to his native country, give a very 
accurate account of the public buildings, curiofities, 
paintings, &c. by only tranflating the book given to 
him by his valet de place, or cicerone, on his arrival 
there— 'It is certain, Venice abounds with all thofe, 
particularly paintings ; but I had not the time minutely 
to inveftigate ; nor fliould I have flie inclination, if 1 
did, to defcribe fuch things : they are open to you in 
many well written volumes, which I recommend to 
your perfuaK Such things, however, as ftrike me for 
their novelty, or difference from thofe in other places, 
I will, as well as I can recoiled them, give: you an 
idea of. 

To 
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To theif local fituation xhey own their feeurity — 
fcparatcd from ierrajirma by a body of water of five 
miles in breadth, too deep to be forded, and too 
fhallow fpiP ve^Is of force to pafs ; and on the other 
fides, by Icattered (hallows, the channels between 
which are marked out by ftakes, which, on the appear- 
ance of an enemy, they can take away ; they bid 
defiance to hoftile army or navy, and have not been 
reduced to the neceflity to erefting walls or fortifica- 
tions for their defence. 

The firft peculiarity that ftrikes me, as arifing 
immediately from their living, I may fay, in the fea, 
is the total exclufion of all fort of carriages ; for thofc 
ftreets that are on firm ground are extremely nar- 
row and crooked ; and on moft ef the canals, fo far 
from having a quay on cither fide to walk on, die 
water comes up to the doors of the houfes ; fo that 
walking is but little known, for they get into a boat 
off their threfliold, and their firft ftep out of it again 
is, ten to one, on the thr^qld of another. Thii 
circumftance, though in fome fcfpefts it has its ufes, 
is, in others, extremely difagreeable, as well as in- 
jurious ; for, though thofe who have occafion to labour 
have a fufficiency of exercife, thofe whofc condition 
exempts them from labour, and who, therefahr,'*in 
all other countries, refort to artificial labour (exercife) 
for the promotion of health, arc here wtirely cut off 
frpm all fuch means of it as we praftife, having nei- 
ther hunting, (hooting, riding, bowling &c. &Cr nor 
can they have them, unlefs they go tb the Continent 
for them. The chief araufements of the VeBetians arc 
referved for the carnival time, which commences about 
a week after Chriftmas, and which, therefore, 1 could 
not fee ; but, from the concurrent teftimony of all tra- 
vellers and the people themfelves, as well as from the 
evidence of my own obfervation on the manners of 
the people, I am well warranted in faying, are feftivals 
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Mrheo every thing confpircs to give circulation to 
indulgence; and when thofe operations of the mind 
which with us have fo many channels to difchargc 
themfelves, with them, like a vaft ftream fuddenly 
confined to one narrow channel, burft forth with 
an irrefiftible torrent, and carry away before them 
every bond that religion or morality has laid down 
as reftraintson the exuberance of human paflion. The 
cuftoms and habits of the place and time contribute 
to it ; for, while the fevcre reftriftions of the female 
fex ftfr the reft of the year fharpen both inclinatioa 
and invention on the one hand— on the other, the un . 
bounded licenfe, the univerfal change of habits, cuftoms 
and laws — the total fufpenfion of all diftinftion, care, 
or bufmefs which take place at that time, aided by 
perpetual mafquerade — and thofe moft convenient of 
all receptacles, the gondolas, with thofe moft expert 
and forward of all pandars, the gondoliers — afford 
ample fcope to their wifhes, and form, altogether a 
mafs of circumftatoccs in favour of vicious indulgence, 
not to be found in any other part of ChriftriSiom; 
to refift which, they muft be more virtuous than any 
other people— a point never yet laid to their '^arge 
by the beft-natuted and moft extenuating of all "^fe 
who have written upon that fubjeft. 
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LETTER XXV. 



Profligate though the people of Lon- 
don are, I will not allow that it is fo vicious a city as 
Venice. That there are in it, and indeed in all capi- 
tals, individuals who have reached the higheft acme 
of {hamelefs debauchery and depravity, it would be 
fooHlh to deny : but that concubinage is praftifed in 
the fame open way, fo generally, or fo fyftematidalk 
as at Venice, no one will venture to aflert. I tniu 
the day of depravity atid indelicacy is far removed 
from us, -that will exhibit a Britifli mother arranging 
a plan of accommodation for her fon, and bargaining 
for a young virgin to commit to his embraces— as 
they do in Venice — ^not as wife, but as concubine. 
On that one cuftom of the Venetian ladies I reft my 
pofition ; and hsfve no hefitation to avow, that all the 
private concubinage of London amounts not to fuch 
a flagrant confummation of moral turpitude and fhamc* 
lefs indelicacy as that praftice to which I allude. 

The Venetian men are well-featured and well-fha- 
ped— the women, well-fliapeS, beautiful, and, it is 
faid, witty : but I had that within which robbed 
every objeft of its charms ; and I might fay with 
Hamlet, that " man delighted not me, nor woman 
either.** — In fhort, not all the beauties and novelty 
of the place, not all the pleafures that ftare the tra- 
veller in the face, and folicit his enjoyment,, not all 
the exquifite looks of the ladies, could roufe my mind 
from its. melancholy, or fix my attention — I grew 
I weary 
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weary of Venice before I had been many hours in it, 
»nd determined to grafp at the very firft opportunity 
that offered for my departure. 

I had arranged, in ray own mind, a plan to proceed 
to Latichea, a confiderablc fea-port town^n S)rria, 
and thence to Aleppo, whence, as it was a great 
Eaftern mart, I entertained hopes tjiiat I (hould find 
a fpeedy, or at leaft a certain conveyance, by a cara- 
van, acrofs the deferts, toBaflbrah, and little- doubted 
but that I fliould find a veffel at fome of the Vene- 
tian ports, either bound, or belonging to a fea-port 
of fuch commercial confequence, upon which I could 
procure a palTage — But in this^^ was difappointed j 
for, on the fulled inquiry that 1 could make,. J found 
that there was only one fliip ready to fail, and no 
probability of any other for a confiderablc time after 
— I did every thing I could to avail myfelf of thii 
conveyance, but was difappointed, owing, tq a young 
lady being paflengqj, who was daughter to the owner 
of the veffel-— and the old gentleman did not approve 
of ai> Eaglifli oflScer being of the party with hid 
"daughter. I ufed every argument without fuccefs, 
urging the refident, Mr. S'^range, who had behaved 
very politely to me during my fliort reiidence at Ve- 
nice, to interefl: himfelf about it : I likewife entreated 
Mrs. Strange, an atfable, pleafant woman, to exert 
her endeavours, and made her laugh, by propofing 
to her to give me a certificate of my behaviour, and 
to pledge herfelf to the old gentleman that the hap- 
pincfs or honour of his family would not be diflurbed 
by mciduring the ^affage. 

Hearing, however, that a fhip Iw at Triefte, which 
was to fail thence for Alexandria in Egypt, I deter- 
mined to embrace that opportunity, and, inftead of 
my former intended route, go to Grand Cairo, thence 
to Suez, and fo down the Red Sea, by way of 
Mecca, to Moca, and thence to Aden, where com- 

K pany's 
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pany's veffels, or India country traders are always t6 
be found going to one or other of the Britifh fettle^ 
ments. 

i accordingly fet out for Triefte, with all the im- 
patience of a fangulne mind, anxious to change place^ 
eager to pufli forward, and full of the ndw route I had 
laid down — the charms of which, particularly of fee- 
ing Grand Cairo, the Land of Egypt, and the Pyra^ 
mids, were painted by my imagination in all the glow- 
ing exaggerated colours of romafice. The captain of 
the veffel was then at Venice, and I accompanied him 
to Triefte, which is about fixty miles from Venice. 

Soon after our arrival at Triefte, I had the mor- 
tification to find, that the veflel was by no means 
likely to keep pace with the ardou: of my mind, and 
that, owing to fome unforefeen event, her departure 
was to be delayed ; fo, after a few of thofe efiuikms 
which may be fuppofed on fuch an occafion to efcape 
a man of no very cool temper hanging on the tenter- 
hooks of expeftation, I found it neceflary to fit down, 
and patiently wait the revolution of time and event, 
which nothing could either impede or accelerate. 

Ii has often been remarked, and is held as a point 
of faith by Predeftinarians, that fome men are doomed 
by fate to difappointment — and that, when they arc 
fo, no wifdom can obviate, no vigilance provide againft, 
nor no refolution refift, her decrees ; but, that, in 
fpite of all the efforts of reafon and induftry, a ferics '• 
of fmifter events fliall purfue them through life, and 
meet them at every turn they attempt to take. Such 
has been my lot for the greateft part of my life — but 
I have neither faith enough in predeftination, nor fdf- * 
love enough, fo far to blind me to my own faults, a$ 
to fuppofe that lady Fate had any thing at all to do 
with it. No, no ; it was often owing to a temper, 
warm, impatient, and uncontroled, which, in almoft 
all cafes of momentary embarraflment, chafed reafoa 

from 
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from her office, ufutped her place, and decided as 
chance direfted* Let every man cxaiiline the grounds 
of all his feriousi difappointments in life with candour, 
and he will find phyfical caufes to which to affign 
them, without reforting to fupernatural. For my part, 
when I hear a man fay that he has been all his life 
purfued bj; ill-fortune, I direftly conclude, that cither 
he has been a blunderer, or thofe he dealt with, 
brutes. In the ordinary operation ©f earthly Contin- 
gencies, mifchances will happen ; but an uniform life 
of mifchance can only arife from mifmanagement, or 
a very extraordinary chain of human injuftice. — • 
Thefc refleftions arofe from the following incident : 
I had procured a fervant to attend me on my jour- 
ney, who, from my-fliort obfervation of him^ pro- 
mifed to contribute very confiderably to liiy comfort, 
my convenience, and, indeed, to my fecurity, as he 
was apparently honeft, fincere, aftive, and clever in 
his duty^ and maftcf of feveral languages, and parti- 
cularly of the lingua FrMca^ a mixture of languages, 
peculiarly ufeful in travelling through the Eaft. Find- 
mg that I was likely to be delayed at Tricfte, ♦and 
conceiving that in this interim letters from England, 
for which I moft ardently longed, might have arrived 
at Venice for me, I imprudently and impetuoufly fent 
him to Venice, for the purpofe of taking them up, 
and carrying them to me. But guefs what muft have 
beenftny feelings when I found, almoft immediately 
after his departure, that the veflel was preparing to 
fail, and that I muft either lofe my paifage or my fer- 
vant: anxious though I was to get forward, and 
frievoua though my former delay had been to me, I 
Lcfitated which to do ; but 'prudence, for once, pre- 
vailed over inclination j and I determined, at all 
events, to depart, under all tke embarraffment attend- 
ing the want of a fervant and linguift, and all the 
poignant feelings of having been acceffary to the dif-' 
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148 REFLECTIONS ON THE VENETIANS, 

appointment) ^nd perhaps the injury of a poor, fel- 
low, whom I really qonceived to be a perfon of merjt. 
In our pafiage t(xAlei£andriawe touched at Zante, an 
ifland on the (foaft of Greece, belonging to Venice ^ 
it was anciently called Zacynthus — is about fifty imles 
in circumference, and contains fifty thoufand inhabi- 
tants. Never before had 1 tafted any thing equal to 
the delicious flwour of the fruits of this ifland— the 
grapes exquifitic, and the melons ^d^peaches of pro- 
digious bignefs ,and unequalled mvour. The ifland 
is abundantly fruitful in wine, currants, oil, figs, and 
corn, but is very fubjefl: to earthquakes. Near the 
fea-port which^we entered is as great a curiofity in 
nature as is any where, I believe, to be found. Two 
fpring wells of clear frefli water throw up large pieces 
of real pitch, in fuch quantities, that, it is fsdd, the 
people collcft, one year with another, one hundred 
barrels of it, which they ufe in paying their {hipping 
and boats. 

In the firfl ftages of melancholy, confolation is re- 
jefted by the mind as premature. The heart, intent, 
as it were, upon fupping full of woe, difclaims all ad- 
vances of comfort, and feeds on grief alone. Hence 
the truly ikilful in the human heart confider prema- 
ture confolation as an aggravation of woe, and com- 
fort only with condolence, well knowing that the tide 
of grief mufl take its courfe, and that, until it be firft 
fall, no hopes can be had of its retiring. The ftili 
force of this I began now to feel. The difquietuda 
of domeftic embarraflinent — the bitternefs of fepara- 
tion from all I loved — the folitary fadnefs of my fiiua- 
tion, wandering through unknown countries — myfelf 
unknown and unfriended — aggravated at length by 
the lofs of my fervant, who was a fort of prop to my 
fpirits — and my being caft into a fliip amodg a people 
whofe language I little underftood, without any foul 
or one circumftance to mitigate my forrow, or confole 

me 
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me under it ; all thcfe, I fav, had wound up my feel- 
ings to the higheft pitch or fortune — More miferablc 
I could not be when the ifland of Zante received me, 
and, for the firft time for a fad ifcri#s of days, raifed 
me with the tranfporting found of an Englifli voice. 

I have aromifed, my Frederick, to give you 
a candid relation, in hopes that you will improve by 
it : but if I fought, that, on the contrary, any thing 
I faid {hoi^ld tend to raife in your nqpd a fentiment 
injurious to yojua: Minciples, or reflective on your fa- 
ther's conduftj^but to be an exaiiiple, and admonitory 
guide to your own, I ^lould condemn my candour ana 
curfe ttc hour that I wrote — but, I truft to your good 
fenfe and' cQfpofition, with tny care |o direft them ; 
and {hall, but not without hefitation,* ^proceed. But, 
as I havQ already fpilh out this letter to fuch an ex- 
tent, I will defer my further relation to another. 



LETTER XXVI. 



'.•> V 



At the time I fet out upon my journey over 
land to India, I was (though married, and thp father 
of children) very young, naturally of a fanguine con- 
ftitution : my attachment to the fair fex was no ways 
diminiflied by a nylitary education ; and a warmth of 
temper, * an ardent fenfibility of mind, and a frank un- 
fufpicious difpofition, left me but too often to ragret 
the facility with which I yielded to the charms of wo- 
men. 6\it the regret for each error was wilfully 
fmothercd in vain determinations of amendment — ^and 

K 3 the 
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the promifed amendment again broken in upon by 
fome new error. Thus it was, till riper years and 
circumftances of weight ftrengthened my reafon, and 
gave it in fome greater degree that dominion it ihould 
have over my aftions. 

Circumftanced as I have in my laft letter defcribed my- 
felf to be, and conftituted by nature and education as 
I have mentioned above, I landed in the charming 
ifland of Zante, where nature herfelf fecms to have 
^confpired againft chaftity — ^making the very air breathe 
nothing but tranfport and ddjght. There I met a 
young lady, a native of England — extremely pretty, 
highly accomplifhed, and captivating in the extreme ! 
flie had been at Venice for her education— was a 
complete miftrefs of.mufic, and exprejGTed'an intention' 
of following it profcflionally on her arrival in England, 
whither fhe was going paflengcr in a'veflel bound 
there from Zante. To have accidentally met with a 
native of England, even of my own fex, in fuch a 
diftant comer of the world, under fuch circumftances 
as mine, juft efcaped from the horrid life I had for" * 
fome time led, muft have filled me with joy : allow- 
ance, therefore, may be made for my feelings on meet- 
ing this young lady, and for my thinking of foyncf ex- 
pedient to prevent our feparation. She laboured, 
perhaps, under the prcffure of feelings as difagreeable * 
as my own, and cxprefled her fatisfaftion at meeting 
with a countryman^fo very unexpcftedly. Rcferve ' 
was foon thrown off on both .fides : we entered into*^ 
a converfation intercfting and confidential," which in- " 
creafed my anxiety to keep her with me, and in order 
to perfuadc her to accompany me, I pointed out in the 
ftrongcft colours poiTible, the great advantages (he 
jpight derive from her accomplifliments in India, 
where her mufical talents alone, exclufive of her vari- 
ous captivating qualities, would be an inexhauftiblc 
mine of wealth. In Ihort, I fo very eagerly enforced 

my 
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my propofal to accompany me, and time was fo very 
(hort, that (he confcnted, and in two hoyrs we had 
arranged every thing for our departure together — 
and here with fliame and forrow I confefs (nor flaall 
ever ceafe to regret it), that this ecclaireciffement 
communicated the fii*ft ray oF fubftantial pleafure to 
my heart that it felt fince I left London. 

Thus far, gur projeft failed bc&re the wind : way- 
ward im^gipayon had decked it out in the 'moft al- 
luring drapery ihat feacr could fabricate, and pre- 
vented us from feeing tft'q impr^fticability of it, as it 
itpod in the nakpdnefs of truth ;* and when it came to 
hq carried into execution^^a thouijind difficulties oc- 
curred, that tjie wildnefs of p^ffion, and rhe warmth 
of our ieelings, had before concealed from our view. 
In the firft place, it ^as neceifary for her to obtain 
the confent of a lady to whofe care and prote6Uon ihe 
was committed : in' the next place, accommodations 
were to be* procured for her in the fame fliip with me 

.. — 2. circumftance of^moft Arduous difficulty; befides 
which, a variety of other impediments-^-^infupcrablc 
indeed— concurred to fruftrate our views, and put an 
end tp our projeft. If my pleafure at meeting her 
was great, my anguifli. at parting with her was incjc- 
IpreiEble. I had once niore to face the. world alone ; 
and, .on the fecond day of my fojourning at Zante, 

.^ embarked with a heavy 'Jxejirt, audriet fail for Alex- 
andria. The laft difappointments-we undergo, feem 
always the. heavieft ; and this at Zante I thought at 
that time to be the greateft of my life. But— oh ! 
fliort-fighted man ! \ "bubble of every delufive ihadow J 
I never reflefted, as I have fince done, what ferious 
mifchiefs, what endlcfs ^ mifery, what lofs of time, 
means, and reputation, I may by that providential 
difappointment have efcaped — for thefe are the almoft 
never-failing confequences of fuch affairs. It too often 
happens, that the fyren who deludes a man into her 
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fnares, is the very perfon who inflifts thd deadly 
wound inio his heart. Avoid, my dear Frederick I 
avoid all fuch, as you would avoid plague, peftilencc, 
or ruin — ftcel your heart by timely rcflcftion againft 
their advances. In all your tranfaftions with women, 
like a good general in warfare, fecure for your heart 
a retreat ; for it will be too late to finc^ that they 
are unworthy when your heart is enfnared — and when 
you find them worthy of your a&ftion, it will be 
time enough to give a loofc to the fenfibility, of your 
heart. A vi^jtuous woman is beyoud all calculation 
to be valued, when fhe is found ; but, alas !' in iaai* : 
ing hei-, you may pafs through fo many fires ordeal, ' 
and run fuch danger, that it is almoft a doubt, whc- ] 
ther a wife man (if he can fetter his paffions) had not . j 
better difpenfe with the blelEng, thau^un the hazard .^ 
of fearching for it. 

On my arrival at Alexandria^ I found, to my frefh 

mortification, that the plague was ragiag all over 

Egypt — ^and as, if tliis was not of irfelf fufficieut to 

block up my intended route, an irruption of, the 

Arabs, who in formidable bodies infeftcd all the 

roads, put a period to all my hopes of feeing Grand . 

Cairo, and viewing the curiofitres of that country, . 

which all who, like us, have the Bible put early into 

their hands, are taught to venerate as foon as they 

are taught to read. Here I thought to have viewed 

the pyramids, whofe antiquity, origin, or intended 

ufe, have baffled the learned and ingenious inquiries 

of fo many ages— of beholding Mount Sinai, the ftone 

of Mofes, the track of the Ifraelites, all of which are 

faid to be clearly pointed out, and geography by that 

means brought into the fupport of Sacred Hiftory. 

Thefe, and many things, I did wifli to fee — they are 

worth it : but I have had fince reafon to believe, that 

my ill luck was not fo great as 1 then thought it ; for 

the fearch is dangerous, and made prodigiouily e\- 

penfivc 
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penfivc by the ^xaftions of the Mahomedan magif- 
trates. It is as well, tl^ercfore, to travel over this 
-country in books, which afford us good information, 
and more of it, at an eafier rate than you could pur- 
chafe it in the couatry, ^ 

Alexandria was built by Alexander the Great, 
foon aftef the overthrow of Tyre, about 333 years 
before Christ, and is fituated on the Mediterranean, 
twelve miles weft of that mouth of the Nile, anciently 
called Canopicufn. • A ve^y extraordinary cfrcumftance 
is rebt^ as a proof of thp fuddennefs^^ of Alexan- 
; jcuer's refolutign to build it: After he had direfted 
■'" the number of pq^lic^ ftrutfures, jnd fixed the places 

• • where they were to ftand^5 there were no inftruraents at 
'. Jiand proper fbf nixing out the walls, according to the 
* . cullom of tI|ofe,time§.: upon this, a workman advifed 
.;% the King^D colleft what meal was among the foldiers, 

and fift it in lines upon the ground, in order to mark out 

• tlie circuitof the walls: the adyicp was followed, and the 
king's.foothfayer interpreted!^it to be a prefagc of the 
future profperity and abyyidancj^ of the city. This pro- 
phecy was certainly afterwards verified ; for it foon bc- 
cajnethe emporium of commerce, of arts, and of fciences^ 

- By the ^efcription of Strabo and other ancients, 
ityappcar$ that this city was built upon a plan well 
^worthy the vaft mind of its founder ; and the frag- 
'ments of its ornaments afterwards compofed a part 
of the grandeft embellifliments of Rome and Conflan- 
tinople. In the mufeum of the royal palace, which 
occupied a fourth part of the city, the body of Alex- 
ander was depofited in a golden coffin — but the 
deteftabic Sellucus Cibyofactes violated the mo- 
nument, took away the golden coffin, aud fubftituted a 
glafs one in its place. 

This city like raofl others of antiquity, has been 

luc fccne of terrible malfacres. About two hundred 

ycTj-s after its fcand::t:o:i, it was totally depopulated 

r . b^ 
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by Ptolemy Physcon — the very few who cfcaped 
jiaughter, flying into .other countries. Defirous, however,* 
not to reign over empty houfes, he fcduced inhabitants 
irom the* neighbouring countries ; and again, far 
fome flight offence, determined on a general maflacre 
of the young men ; and accordingly, when they were 
one day affembled in the Gymnafium, or place of pulv 
lie exercife, he ordered it to be fet on fire, fo that all 
perifhed, either in the flames, or by the fwords of his 
mercenaries, whom he had placed at all the avennes. 
Afterwards, in the year of Christ 215, the Emperor 
Caracalla, having been lampooned by fome of 
the inhabitants, ordered a general maffacre by hSs 
numerous troops, who were difperfed over the city. 
The inhuman orders being given, all were murdered, 
without diftinftion of age or fex; fo that, in one 
night's time, the whole city floated in blood, and 
every houfe was filled with carcafes : the monfter 
himfelf, retiring to the temple of Serapis, was all the 
time imploring the proteftion of the Deity — a proof 
that praftical devotion and the moft atrocious inhu- 
manity may meet in the fame bofom. As if this had , 
not been fufficient vengeance, he ftripped the city of . 
alt its ancient privileges— ordered all ftrangers who 
lived there to depart — and, that the few who re- 
mained might not have the fatisfaftion of feeing one 
another, he cut off all communication of one ftreet 
with another, by walls built for the purpofe, and 
guarded with troops. 

Notwithftanding thefe maffacres, Alexandria again 
recovered its former fplendour — and was again facked 
by Amrou, the infamous Saracen — and all the intre- 
pid youth of the city periflied with arms in their hands. 
The magnificence of the city may be efti mated from 
the account written by Amrou to the Caliph : '* I 
have taken,'* faid he, " the City of the Weft ; it is 
of an immenfe extent ; I cannot defcribe to you how 
2 many 
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many wonders it contains there are 4000 palaces, 
. 4000 baths,'* &c. &c. « 

The great advantages of ^the. E^ India trade, 
•which was then carried on by the Red Sea, prefcrved 
Alexandria through feveral revolutions; but having 
' fallen under the dominion of the Turks, and the 
paflage round the Cape of Good Hope being dif- 
covered, a fatal blow was given to its commerce, ^nd 
it has fince fallen to decay. It is, ^ however, even 
.now, worth the attention of the claiEcal traveller. 
Entering the harbour, wc paiTed by the Ifland of 
Pharos, were Ptolemy built the enormous tower 
wliich was once the wonder of the world ; and, when 
riding within the port, nothing could be more gratify, 
ing- than to fee from thence that mixture of ancient 
and modem monuments that prefented themfelvcs to 
the view, on which ever fide the eye could be turned. 

Of myriads of antiquities which this place affords 
for the infpeftioh of the curious, I Ihall mention only 
two— One, the column of Pompey, on viewing of 
which, the remembrance of that great and good man's 
xnoft unmerited and cruel fate extraAed a figh from 
the bottom of my heart : this pillar engages the at- 
tention of all travellers ; it is compofed of red granite j 
the capital is Corinthian, with palm leaves, and not 
indented ; the fliaft and the upper member of the bafc 
are of one piece, ninety feet long ; ^nd nine in 
diameter ; the bafe, a fquare of fifteen feet on each 
fide ; the whole column is one hundred and fourteen 
* feet high, perfeftly well polifhed, and only a little 
ihivered on the eaftern fide. Nothing can equal the 
majefty of this monument : fecn from a diftance, it 
overtops the town, and ferves as a fignal for veflels ; 
approaching it nearer, it produces an aftoniltment 
mixed with awe : one would never be tired of ad- 
miring the beauty of the capital, the length of the 
ftiaft, nor the extraordinary fimplicity of the pedeftal. 

Some 
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Some years ago, a party of Englifti fcamcn coiitri?cd> | 
by flying a kite, to draw a liue over the pillar, and 
by that means made a kind of a fhroud, by which they ! 
got up, and on the very top of it drank a bowl of punch, 
to the utter aftonifhment of a multitude who came to fee i 
ihcm ^ they broke off one of*the volutes of the column, 
but amply ccMnpenfated for this mifchief by a difcovcry 
they made, as, without their evidence, the worU 
would not have known, at this hour, that there was 
originally a flatus on this column, one foot and ande 
of which, of enormous fize, are ftill remaining.— 
Thcdther is the obelilk of Cleopatra, of immenfc 
fize, and of one fingle piece of granite marble. Here 
I obferved, too, a thick Xvall, with towers mouldering 
under extreme age, which contained, in its face, fig- 
ments of architefture of the moft exquifitc workman- 
Slip, fuch as broken columns, friezes, &c.. ; tfaofc were 
the antique ruins of fomc fallen pieces of antiquity, 
at the time that this antique wall was built : what, 
then, muft be the length of time fince they had firft 
undergone the hands of the workman ? Tliefc circum- 
llances tend to dcmonftrate, that, far back beyond the 
reach of our calculation, the arts flourifhed : and 
when one thinks of the miraculous maffes of work 
done in formq: ages-rthe magnitude of the pieces of 
which thofe works were compofed, fuch as whole 
columns and obeliiks of a fingle block of marble^— 
the Coloflus of Rhodes, made of brafs, one foot of 
which was placed on one fide of the harbour, and 
another on the other fide, fo that fhips pafled between 
its legs — we cannot help yielding up the palm to the 
ancients for ftupendous magnificence, however we 
may furpafs them for the ufeful, the elegant, and the 
good. 

At Alexandria I remained about twelve days, till, 
wearied of the confined ftate I lived in on account of 
the plague, I rcfolved to devife fome means, if 

poffible, 
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poflible, to get away, and at length hired a boat to 
<arry me to the^iflanS of Cyprus, from whence I 
concluded, that I fliould find no fort of difficulty in 
procuring a conveyance tb'Latichea, and fo proceed 
by my firft intended route, I accordingly arrived 
:at Cyprus in perfeft fafety, where, to my great forrow 
and aftonifhment, I found that an "ejMdemical fever^ 
equal in its effefts to a plague, prevailed : however, 
there was no alternative ; I mofl run the rlfque, and 
I difmifled die boat that carried me from Alexandria. 

Although the etymologies of the names of placcj 
arc of very Kttle importance, and moft frequentljr 
uncertain, I think it -probable that the learned are 
right, who affert the name of this is derived from 
icwirpo? (Cyprus) or Cyprefs — ^with which ftirubs fiic 
ifland abounds. It had, in ancient times, a number <£ 
other names— one of ^hich was Paphia, whence Vemis, 
iprho was worflrippedin it, was called the Paphian Ood- 
defs. It lies thirty milfe weft of Syria, whither f 
ivas bound, ftretching 'from the fouth-weft to the 
north-eaft, one hundred and fifty miles in loigth^ and 
fcventy in breadth in the wideft part 6f it. 

This ifland holds a very high rank in daflic 
lore — It gave birth to foinc-grd^t pfcilofophers aad 
confideraWe poets — ^Thc '»Apcilftle Ba«inabas was a 
native of it, and, aflifted by St. Paul,* firft intiY>- 
duced Chriftianity among them. Fanrfgufta, a towa 
on the caftern part of the ifland, oppofite to the ihorc 
of Syria, is the ancient Salamis, built by T£UC£& 
the fon of Telamon, and brother of Ajax^ 

Symiflfo, on the fouth-eaft:, the beft port in Cyprus, 
is the Amatbus meationed by Virgil, \sl his ^Sieid, 
and by Ovid in his Metamorphofcs. And SaflFo, 
on the Weftem coaft, is the n-u^c (Paphos) of anti- 
quity, famous for the Temple of Venus. 

As the branches of an empire moft remote from 
die great feat of government are always more 
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defpotically governed than thofe nearer the fource of 
redrefs, Cyprus has been continually ruled with a 
rod of iron fince it came into the heads of the Turks. 
While it was under the dominion of Chriftisuis, it 
was well-peopled, having no lefs than eight hundred 
or a thoufand villages in it, befides feveral handfome 
cities ; but the Turks have fpread ruin and defolatioa 
over the country, and it is now fo thinly inhabited 
that more than half the lands lie uncultivated. 

The air of this ifland is now for the moft part un- 
^holefome, owing to the damps arifmg from the 
many fens and marflies' with which the country 
abounds — ^while, there being but few fprings or rivers 
in the ifland, the Want of a plentiful fall of rain, at 
pjToper periods,* diftrefles the inhabitants very much 
in another way ; and by means of the uncukivated 
ftate of the country, they are grcaxly infcftcd with 
poifonous reptiles of various kinds. 

The moft remarkable mountain in Cyprus is called' 
Olympus — a name common to feveral other mountains 
in Greece, particularly to that in Theffaly, fo famous 
in the poetry of the ancients. That in Cyprus is 
about fifty miles in circumference : great part of it is 
covered with woods; and at the foot of it are fine 
vineyards, which produce admirable wine, not only 
in a fufficiency for their own confumptlon, but fomc 
alfo for exportation — And although the greater part 
of the ifland lies uncultivated, as I have before ob« 
ferved, it produces a fufEcient quantity of corn, unlefs 
in feafons when their harvcft fails, in which cafe the 
people are eafily fupplied from the continent. They 
have, befides, cattle enough for their own confump- 
tion — Many parts of the country abound ^yith wild- 
fowl, and feveral forts of game, and they have plenty 
of fifli upon the fea coafts. 

The trade of Cyprus is not inconfiderable, and 
carried on chiefly by Jews and Armenians : the com- 
modities 
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ttiodities in which they deal are wine, oil, cotton, 
wool, fait, lilk, and turpentine — ^befides, it produces 
feveral forts of earth, fit for the ufe of painters, par- 
' ticularly red, black, and yellow. 

Its moft wonderful produftion, however, is the fa- 
mous ftone A(TCiyoc (Afbeftos) inextinguifliable, or 
A^i«rT0f (Amiantos) impollutus, fo called from its ex- 
traordinary property of refifting fire. It is related 
that the ancients made out of this flone a kind of 
thread that would remain unconfumed in the moft in- 
tenfe fire. It is even faid, that fomc experiments' 
have been made in modern days, which have fuflSici- 
cntly proved that the thing is not a fiftion* In fuch 
extraordinary queftlons as this, though I do not pofi- 
tively contradia, I always fufpend my belief, till fome- 
thing ftronger than mere aflertion is offered to con- 
vince me. 

There is one dreadful mifchief to which this illand 
is fubjeft — ^In the hot feafon, locufts come from the 
Continent, in fwarms fo vaft and fo thick as to darken 
the fky like clouds. Thofe would certainly devour 
a:ll the fruits of the earth, if they were not driven to 
fea by a north wind that ufually blows at the time of 
their coming. When that wind happens to fail, which 
fortunately is feldom, the confequence is a total demo- 
lition of the fruits of the country* 

The whole ifland, as well as particular towns, was 
entirely confecrated to the goddefs Venus, who 
thence was called Venus Cypria, or Dea Cypria, 
and is reprefented by the poets as taking a peculiar 
pleafure in vifiting it— -and this unqueftionably arofe 
from the loofe habits and lafcivious temperament of 
ihic women there, who certainly are, at this time, not 
reniarkable for chaftity^ 

I muft confefs, however, that I felt great pleafure 
in entering Cyprus — ^it was, as I have already ftatcd, 
daffic ground, and dedicated to the Queen of Love, 
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But a traveller who vifits it with hopes of amufcraent, 
will be much difappointed ; for in no one particular 
did it fecm to mc to referable that Cyprus famed in 
the Heathen Story and Mythology. Of the Cyprian 
queen's favours the ladies feemed to boaft no one 
mark» fave the moft rfaufeous, difgufling lewdnefs— 
and the natural fertility of the foil is half loft beneath 
the oppreffive yoke of the fervants of the Turkifh go- 
vernment. Thus, in the extraordinary revolutions 
that human afiairs are inceffantly undergoing, that 
iiland which for its fuperior beauties was fuppofed to 
be the refidcnce of love, which gave birth to the phi- 
Ipfophers Zeno, Appollonius, and Xenophon, is 
now a miferable, half-cultivated fpot, peopled with a 
mixture of wretched Turks, Jews, Greeks, and Chiif- 
tians — ^groaning under the tyranny of a barbarous 
defpotic abufe of vdelegated power — infefted jvith lo- 
cufts which devour the fruits of the earth—and dif- 
graced by a race of ignominjj^s women, who efteem 
it to be an aft of religion to proftitute themfelves to 
all ftrangers. 

Our Richard the Firft mq4p a conqueft of this 
ifland on his way to the Holy Land, and conferred 
the royalty of it on Guy Lusignan, king of Jerufa- 
lem. The Venetians poffeffed themfelves of it in the 
year 1480 — ^but, in the fixteenth century, the Turks 
difpoffeired them, and have ever fmpe kept it under 
the yoke — I Ihould have remarked that their wine is 
excellent. 

Continuing my route, I hired another boat, after 
only forty-eight hours ftay at Cyprus, and proceeded 
for Latichea, which, as I have fomewhcre before 
mentioned, is a confiderable fea-port to wn ' of Syria, 
built on a promontory of land, which, running into 
the fea, occafions its being continually refrcftifcd with 
breezes. Fortune, who had hitherto been not very 
liberal in her difpcnfaticns, now favoured me ; for, 

I juft 
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juft as I arrived at Latichea, a caravan waj preparing. 
The conful of the Turkifli Company at Cyprus re- 
ceived me with great politencfs and hofpitality— gave 
nle a letter to the refident at Latichea ; and by his 
inftru£Hon and affiftance, sdpter 2^ very fliort ftay, I fet 
out on my way to Aleppo with the caravan. 

As I fliall hereafter ha^e occafion more particularly 
to defcribe the nature of thofe caravans, I {hall, for 
the prefent, tell you, that this was compojSsd of no 
other hearts of burden than mules and afles, of which 
there were not lefs 'than jthrec or four hundred in 
iramben 

Mounted on a muk, I travelled along, well pleafinj* 
^th the fertile appearance pf the country, aqd de- 
lighted with the ferenity of the air — We were, as 
well as I can now recolleft, near ten days on the 
toadj.dftring which time we travelled ocyiy in the 
momitig 'cawy, and in ^ heat of the day repofed 
under the (hade of trees.w 

I was informed, that if, inftead of going to Lati- 
chea, I had gone to Scandaroon (otherwife Alexan- 
dretta), I (hould, in the^road from thence to Aleppo, 
have travelled through a country, in which the moft 
iingular and extravagant cuftoms prevail that exift in 
any country emerged from barbarifip— Several of 
thofe I heard; but one in particular w^s, that the 
men proftituted • their wives and daughters to all 
comers — and that this originated from a principle of 
religion, though there was every reafon to believe, 
that, like many of their religious inftitutions, it was 
at lail made fubfervient to the gratification of avarice. 

On my way to Aleppo, I was met by a Mr* , 

an Englifti gentleman, who had heard of my coming,^ , 
and who^ in the moft kind and hofpitable manner, in- 
lifted upon my living at his houfe inftead of the Bri- 
tifh confuPs, where I ftiould otherwife have refided 
during my ftay there ; and his manner of aflcing me 
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was fo engaging, interefting, and impreffivc, thai. I 
found it impoffible to refufe him. 

As the great public caravan had departed from 
Aleppo before my arrival, and the expence of form- 
ing a private one on my account was too great, as I 
was travelling on my own account, and had no dit 
patches to authorife or enforce my departure, or bear 
me out in the expence ; I was conftrained to remain 
at Aleppo till fome eligible mode of travelling occur- 
red, or another public caravan was formed — ^This de- 
lay gave me an opportunity of feeing and informing 
myfelf of the city and furrounding country ; the re- 
fult of which, I fliall, in as fhort a manner as poffi- 
ble, relate to you in a future letter r It alfo gave oc- 
cafion to one of thofe unhappy incidents which I have 
fo often had occafion to lament, not from any CQnfci- 
oufnefs of direft criminality, but for thq fcope it 
gave to mifreprefentation, and the injury which that 
mifreprefentation did me in the opinion of fome of my 
friends. 
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■-. My dear Trederick,. , . 

iXO long • as the route of* my journey lay 
tijrough European regions, little prefented itfelf re- 
Ipefting human nature of fuch very great novelty as 
to excite admiration or awaken curiofity. In all the 
various nations through which we have pafled, a cer- 
tain parity of fentiment, arifmg frctoi the one great 
fubftratura, Chriftianity, gave the fame general co- 
louring to all the fcenes, however they might differ 
from each other in their various Ihadings. Whatever 
diifimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or lo- 
cal circumflance, may, in the revolutions of ages, have 
introduced into their manners, cufloms, municipal 
laws, and exterior forms of worlhip— the great code 
of religion atnd moral fentiment remains nearly the 
iame with all : and right and wrong, good and evil, 
being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and 
afcertained by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of 
conduA of each to fo clofe an approximation with 
that of the others, that, when compared with thofe 

h 2 ^^ 
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we are now /to attend to, they inay really b^ cmH- 
dcred as one and the fame people. 

In the empire now before us*, were we to leave our 
judgment to the guidance of general opinion of Chrif- 
tian- nations, we fhould have, on the contrary, to con- 
template man under a variety of forms and ipodifica- 
tions, fo entirely diflFerent from thofe to which habit 
has familiarifed our minds, as at firft to imprefs us 
with the idea of a total difruption from our nature, 
and induce us, as it has already the generality of our 
people, to divorce thctn from a participation of all 
thofe fympathetic feelings which ferve to inforce the 
difcharge of mutual good offices among men. Dedu- 
cing all their principles, not only of moral condud, 
but municipal government, from a religion radically 
different from, and effentially adverfe to, ours j dc^ 
luded by that fyftem into a variety of opinions whicli 
liberality itfelf muft think abfurd ; unaided, by that 
enljgl,it^ned philofophy which Jeamtng, and learned 
men, afting under the influence of comparative free- 
dpm, and affifted by the art of printing, have diffufcd 
through the raafs of Europeans ; and Kving under a 
climate the moft unfavourable to intelleftual or bodily 
exertion, they exhibit a fpeftacle which thephilofo- 
phijc and liberal mind muft view with difapprobation, 
regret, and pity-r-the illiberal fierce Chriflian with 
unqualified deteftation and difguft: while, on thdr 
part, bigoted to their own principles and opuiicms, 
they look on us with abhorrence, and indulge as con- 
fcientious a contempt of, and antipathy to Chriftians, 
which I apprehend no lapfe of time, without a great 
change of circumftance, will be able to eradicate. 
Should Mabomedanifra and Chriftianity ever happen 
to. merge in Bcifm (but not otherwife), the inhabi- 
tants of Syria and Europe will agree to confider each 
other even as fcUow.-creatures. In Spain and Portu- 
S^lj Jev, Turk, and indeed, Proteftant, are without 

diftinftioQ 
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diflin&ibn called hogi. In Turkey, Jews and Chrif* 
tians are indifcrimina^eiv called dogs ; eaeh thinking 
the other completefy excluded from the pale of huma- 
nity, and well worthy the dagger of any thue Se- 
Li£V£R who would havc the piety to apply it. 
^ 'You will allow, my dear FfiEDfiRicK, that it muft 
/ have beta rather an hnportant contcittplation to your 
father, td have perhaps two thoiifand miles to travel 
throtigh the itnctienre and almoft tracklefs wilds of a 
Coljrrtry inhabited by fuch people, without the confo* 
kciou of any others to accorarany him in his joilmey ; 
fct, unlefs a public difpatch was to overtake nrtcj 
there was little probability of my having a fingle Eu- 
ropean partner of my fatigue and perils. 

Howevef, as the period was not yti arrived at 
which I was to go forward, or even determine my 
mode bf travelBftg, I endeavoured to foothe my mind , 
as mtfch as I could into content, and to take advand* 
tage of my flay at Aleppo, to acqoiire all the kiio-^ ^ 
tedge pbffible 6f the place, that is to fay, of that city 
ii particular, and of the Turkifh government an4 
manners in gtacnriaL 

A diftant view of Aleppo fflls the mind with expec- 
tations of great fplendour and magnificence. The 
mofques^ the towers, the large ranges of houfes with 
flat roofs, rifing above each other, according to the 
flopitig hills on which they ftand, the whole variegated 
with beautiful rows of trees, foi-m altogether a fcene 
msLgnifkeiit, gay, and delightful: but, on entering 
the town, all thofe expefted beauties vanifli, and leave 
nothing in the ftreets to meet the eye, but a difmal 
focceffion of high ftonfe walls, gloomy as the recefles 
of a convent or ftate prifon, and unenlivened by win- 
dows, embelliflied, as with us, by the human face 
divine. The ftreets themfelves, not wider than fome 
of the meaneft alleys in London, overcaft by the 
height of the prifon-houfcs on either fide, are ren- 

I. 3 derei 
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dered ftill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and ' 
filence that pervade them ; while here and there a - 
lattice towards the top, barely vifible, ftrikes the foul 
with the gloomy idea of thraldom, coercion, and im- 
prifonment. 

This deteftablc mode of building, which .owes hs 
origin to jealoufy, and the fcandalous reftraints every 
man is empowered by the laws and religion of the 
place to impofe upon the women configned either by 
fale or birth to his tyranny, extends not to the infiAs ^ 
of the houfes, many of which are magnificent and 
handfome, and all admirably fuited to the . exigencies 
of the climate, and the domeftic cuftoms and manner 
of living of the inhabitants. 

The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with 
mofques and appendant towers, called Minarets, from 
which cryers call the faithful to prtiyers ; and in 
ibme of the ftreets there are arches built at certain 
diftances from each other, fo as to carry the eye 
direftly through them, and form a vifta of confiderablc 
grandeur : but all thefe are far from fufficient to coun- 
terbalance the general afpeft of gloominefs and foli- 
tude which reigns over the whole, and renders it fo 
peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to an 
Englifliman who has enjoyed the gaiety and contem- 
plated the freedom of a city in Great Britain, . 

The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely 
numerous in this city ; indeed almofl as much fo as 
churches and convents in the Popifli countries of 
Chriftendom. There is nothing in their external ap- 
pearance to attraft the notice of the traveller, or in- 
dulge the eye of the architeft ; they are almoft all 
of ope form — an oblong quadrangle : and as to the 
infide, I never hM an opportunity of feeing one ; 
none but Muffulmen being permitted to enter them, 
at, leaft at Aleppo. 

4 The 
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The next buildings of a public kind to the* mofques 
that defcrve to be particularly mentioned, are the 
caravanferas-*-buildings which, whether we confider 
the fpirit of beneficence and charity that firft fug- 
gefted them, their national importance, or their exten- 
five utility, may rank, though noi^ in fplendour of 
appearance, at leaft in true value, with any to be 
found in the world. 

Caravanferas were originally intended for, and arc 
now pretty generally applied to, the accommodation 
of ftrangers and travellers, though, like every other 
good inftitution, fometimes perverted to the purpofes 
of private emolument or public job : they are built 
at proper diftances through the roads of the Turkifh 
dominions, and afford the indigent or weary traveller 
an afylum from the inclemency of the weather ; are 
in general very large, and built of the moft iblid and 
durable materials ; have commonly one ftory above 
the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and 
ferves for warehoufes to flow goods, for lodgings and 
for ftables, while the upper is ufed merely for lodgings ; 
befides which, they are always accommodated with 
a fountain, and have cooks Ihops and other con- 
veniencies to fupply the wants of the lodgers. In 
Aleppo the Caravanferas are almoft exclufively occu- 
pied by merchants, to whom they are, like other 
houfes, rented. 

The fuburbs of Aleppo, and the furrounding, coun- 
try, are very handfome, pleafant, and, to a perfon 
coming out of the gloomy city, in fome refpefts 
interefting. ^ Some toffed about into hill and valley 
lie under the hands of the hufbandman ; others are 
covered with handfome villas ; and others again laid 
out in gardens, whither the people of. Aleppo occa- 
fionally refort for amufement. 

The roofs of all the houfes are flat, and formed of a 
compofition which refifts the weather effeftually. On 
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thofc mod of the people fleep in the very hot weather': 
they are feparated from each other by walls) but ' 
the Franks, who live contiguous to one another, 
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with 
regard to' the Turks, are under the neceility of keep- 
ing up a friendly and harmonious intercourfe to- 
gether, have doors of communication, which are 
attended with thefe fortunate and pjealing advantages, • 
that they can make a large circuit without defcending 
into the ftreets, and can vifit each other during the 
plague, without running the riik of catching the in* ■ 
feftion by going among the natives below. 

There is a caftle in the city which I had nearly 
forgotten to mention — The natives conceive it tQ be a 
place of great ftrength. It could not, however with- 
uand the Ihock of a few pieces of ordnance for a day. 
It is efteemed a favour to be permitted to fecit'; and 
there is nothing to recompenfe one for the trouble of 
obtaining permiiEon, unlefs it be the profpeft of the 
forrounding country, which from the battlements is 
extenfive and beautiful. 

Near this caftle ftands the feraglio, a large old 
building, where the bafliaw of Aleppo refides : the 
whole of it feemed to me to be kept in very bad repair, 
confidcring the importance of the place. It is fur- 
rounded by a ftrong wall of great height : belldes 
which, its contiguity to the caftle is very conveni* 
ent ; as, in cafe of popular tumults, or inteftine com- 
motions, the bafliaw finds an afylum ill the latter, 
which commmands and overawes the city, and is 
never without a numerous garrifon under the command 
of an Aga. 

Such is the fummary account I have been able to 
colleft of Aleppo, the capital of Syria j which, mean 
though it is when compared with the capitals of Euro- 
pean countries, is certainly the third city for fplendour, 
magnificence, and importance, in the vafl: extent of 
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the Ottoman Empire — Conftantinoplc and Qrand 
Cairo only excelling it in thofe points, and no other 
bearing any fort of competition with it. 



LETTER XXVIII. 



However faftlon may agitate, or abufe 
irritate the minds of men againft the executive brailctt 
of their government, the people of every nation lilidet: 
Heaven are difpofed to think their own conftitiitional 
fyftem the beft ; and the artful intertexturc of reli- 
gion with governments confirms them in that opi- 
nion, and often configns th^-nnderftanding to unal- 
terable error and illiberal prdudice. It would be 
wonderful, then, if the Turkim conftitution, founded 
on the Koran, was not looked upon with abhorrence 
by the bulk of the Chriftian world; and more 
wondei-ful ftill, if the outrageous zealots of the Chrif- 
tian church, who for fo many centuries engrofled all 
the learnitig of Europe to themfelves, fliould not have 
handed down with exaggerated mifreprefentation every 
drcumftance belonging to the great enemies of their 
fsiith. But that, at this djiy of intelleftual illumina- 
tion, mankind fliould be enveloped in fuch error and 
darknefs, with regard to the government of fo large 
a portion of the globe as Turkey,* is extraordinary ; 
and only to be accounted for by a refctcnce, in the 
firft place, to thofe religious prejudices which we^ 
fuck in from our nurfe, and "^Vhich habit, inceflant 
document, and every part of our education, tend to 
confirm in our mind ; and in the next, to that indif- 

^ofvt\Q?cv 



jjQ TURKISH CONSTITUTION 

pofition the human mind Feels to part with its old- 
prejudices, and the general indolence and incapacity 
of men to acquire knowledge by the arduous and 
fatiguing paths of fludy. 

The Turkifh government is grofsly mifreprefcntci 
Were our opinions to be direfted by the general 
belief <rf Europeans, we ihould fuppofe that the life 
and property of every being in that vafl empire were 
irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior— 
and that, without laws to proteft, or any inter- 
mediate power whatever to fliield them, they were 
entirely fubjeft to the capricious will of an inexorable 
tyrant, who, ftimulated by cruelty, fharpened by 
avarice, and unreftrained by any law human or diTioe, 
did every thing to opprefs his fubjefts, and carry dc* 
ftruftion among mankind. I firmly believe, that, from 
the combination of ideas arifing from thofe pr^iK^iccs, 
there arc few Chriftians who think or hear of the grand 
Turk, that do not, by an involuntary aft of the mind, 
inftantly think of blOod and murder, flrangling with 
bowftrings, and flicing oflF heads with cimeters. 

As there is no part of your education more near my 
heart than the eradicating illiberal prejudices from 
your mind, and fortifying you againfl their aflaolts- ; 
I find it impofEble to refrain from giving you my 
opinion of the Turkifli government, which I have been 
at fomc pains to colleft, as well from oral information 
as from the bell. authors ; and which, though. very ht 
from what a generous and univerfally philanthropic 
difpofition would .wifli them to have, is very diflferent 
from that which is generally attributed to them, and 
unquefuonably far ipore limited in its powers than the 
governments of.,feyeral Chriftian countries I could 
mention* 

The conflitution of that country is laid down ex- 
prefsly in the Koran. The emperor of Turkey (com- 
monly called the Grand Seignior) is a defcendant of 
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Mahomet, \¥ho pretended he had the Koran from 
Heaven : and he is as much bound by the inftitutes 
of that book as anjr fubjeft in his realm — as liable to 
depojQtion as they to punifliment for breach of them, 
and indeed has been more than once depofed, and 
the next in fucceffion raifed to the throne. Thus far, 
it is obvious, his power is limited and under control. 
But that is not all — It is equally certain that the 
Tuikim' government is partly republican ; for, though 
the people at large have no (hare in the legiflation, 
and are excluded by the Koran from it C which 
Koran has eftabliflied and precifely afcertained their 
rights, privileges, and perfonal fecurity), yet there is 
an intermediate power which, when roufed to exer- 
tion, is ftronger than the Emperor's, and ftands as 
a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and 
them'. ITiis body is the Ujlama, compofed of all 
the members of the Church and the la\fr, fuperior 
to any nobiKty, jealous of their rights and privileges, 
and partly taken from the people, not by cleftion, but by 
profefBon and talents. — In this body are comprifed the 
Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of 
the . religion and laws of the empire : they derive 
their authority as much as the Emperor from the 
Koran, and, when neceflary, aft with all itk firm- 
nefs refulting from a conviftion of that authority; 
which they often demonftrate by oppofing his mea- 
fures, not only with impunity, but fuccefs. Their 
perfons .are facred ; and they can, by means of the 
unbounded refpeft in which they are held, roufe the 
people to arms, and proceed to depofe. But, what is 
much more, the Emperor cannot be depofed without 
their concurrence. 

If, by this provifion of the conftitution, the power 
of the monarch is limited, and the perfonal fecurity 
of the fubjeft afcertained, on the one hand ; the 
energy of the empire in its external operations is, 

ou 
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on the bthcr, very frcqtenfly and fatally palfied If 
kw Declaration^ of War have been prooraflinated, 
till an injurious and irrecoverable ^£i of hoflili^ 
has been fuftlined; and pe^ce often protradeo^ 
when peace would have been advantageous. Thd 
Ulama being a numerous body^ it has been found 
always difficult, often impoffible, to unite fo ntany 
different opinions ; and nothing being to be dood 
"^thont their concurrence, the executive power finds 
It often impoffiUe to take a decifive ftep in a crifil 
of advantageous opportunity. But as this code of 
laws and government is received as a divine reveb- 
tion^ binding both prince and people, and fuppoftsd td 
be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be j^ut 
ficlent to donfign even the monarch to depofitiDn "afid 
death. 

As to the military force, which in the hands b( all 
Defpots has been made the inftrument of the pc&pi^i 
flavery, that of the Turk could avail him nothidg> 
and, whenever it does interfere, afts only to his oVcSf- 
throw. The very reverence t;Jiey have for his perfotf 
arifing from obedience to their religion, they arc^ 
a fortiori^ govtmcd by it, not him. He holds no 
communication with them ; and the flanding force of 
the Jatiiflarics is, compared with the mafs of the 
people, only a handful. Some wild accounts, indeed, 
have ftated it at 300,000 ; but the beft informed fix 
it below 60,000, of which a great part confifts o( 
falfe muflers and abufes— -great multitudes being en- 
rolled to obtain certain privileges annexed to the 
office of Janiflary. The faft is, that the chief force 
of the empire is a militia compofed of the people ; 
who, with refpeft to obedience and fubordinafion, 
are fo loofe that they leave their duty whenever they 
pleafe, without receiving any puniflimcnt. How ht 
the people of Turkey are protefted from the encroach- 
jHents of power, will appear from the recital of a faft 
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related by one of the beft and moft liberal of our 
hiftorians ^n that /iil>i^A, and which is of too great 
ifbtoriety to be doubta^. 

• In the year 1755, tftie Porte, as it is called, or 
Palace of the Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was 
burnt down ; in laying (he plan for rebuilding it on 
the fornier lite, the leading confideration was, how to 
contrive matters fo as to r^der it fecure from acci- 
dents of a like nature in future ; and it was deter- 
mined that the only certain means to do fp was, to 
leave a fpace of clear ground all round it, for which 
purpofe the contiguous ^oufes fliould be purchafed 
from the proprietors, and demoliflied. All the owner* 
of £he houfes agreed to the faic, except one old wo- 
^lan, who pertinacioufly reftifed: (he faid ihe was 
born, and bad lived all her life, iu that fpot, and 
would Wt quit it iox any one. Now^ in England, 
for the convenience of a private canal, the Parliament 
would force her to. fell. But wha^t did they fay in 
Turkey ? When all the people cried out, ^ Why does 
not the Sultan nfe his a«thority, and take the houfc, 
and pay her the value ?*' No ! anfwered the magif- 
trates and the Ulama, it is impoffible ! it cannot be 
done ! it is her property. While the power of the 
monarch is thus limited, and the rights of the pcojpk 
thus afcertained by the Koran, and in things maniiell 
and open to viejy rigidly adhered to, juftice between 
man and man is rarely adminiftered ^ for, though the 
laws themfelves are good, the corrupt adniiniftration 
of them difarms their eflfeft, arid diftorts them from 
cheir purpofe. TTie venality of the judges is beyond 
conception flagitious and barefaced } and their conni* 
vances at faljfe witnefles fo fcandaloufly habitual, that 
teftimony is become an article of commerce, and ^an 
be procured with a facility and at a price that at oiKe 
(tamps an opprobrium on the country, and furnifiies 
i^utter of wonder to the confiderate mind, how, if 
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judges are flagitious and fhameleft enough to be guilty 
•of it, the people can bear fuch a pernicious fyftem fo 
long. Hence flow all the cenfures on the laws and 
government of that country — Whence moft of the impe- 
diments under which its commerce and agriculture 
languifli ; while the aftual written laws of the realm 
are, if duly adminiftered, fufliciently adequate to the 
fecurity of property, the regulation of commerce, the 
repreflion of vice, and the punifliment and prevention 
of crimes. , 

In endeavouring to guard your mind againfl: an illi- 
beral, vulgar prejudice, I have ftated to you what 
the Turkifti conftitution is, and what the laws ; but 
you muft not carry what I have faid to an .over- 
ftrained or forced interpretation. I would not have 
you infer that the people are well governed; I only 
fay, that their conftitution contains within it the means 
of better government than is fuppofed. I would not 
have you infer that property is always fecurc; I 
barely fay there are laws written to fecure it. Tliis 
too I wifli to imprefs on you, that the common peo- 
ple are more free, and that property and life are bet- 
ter fecured, in Turkey, than in fome European coun- 
tries. I will mention Spain for one. 'Like the coun- 
try we are now contemplating, fear keeps them, as 
difunited individuals, under paffive obedience in ordi- 
nary cafes ; but, unlike the Spaniards, when notori- 
oufly aggrieved — when their property or religious 
code is forcibly violated — when the prince would riot 
in blood, and perfift in an unfuccefsful war — the 
Turks appeal to the law ; they find ti chief; the fol- 
diery join their ftandard, and depofe or deftroy him, 
not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upon 
the legitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, and 
a violator of the laws of God and Mahomet — ^They 
always, however, place his regular fucceflbr on the 
throne* Yet, notwithftanding the general venality 
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which pollutes the fountains of juftice, and notwith- 
ftanding the great abufe of power to which I ^ have 
aHuded, their internaf policy is, in many refpefts, ex- 
.cellent, and may be compared with acjpantage to that 
of *any nation in Europe* Highway-robbery/ houfe- 
breaking, or pilfering, are little known arid rarely 
praftifed among them ; and at all times the roads 
are a%^fecur«as the houfes. Ample proviiions too 
are made againft thoie petty fecret frauds which many 
who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an 
aftion of damages againft one that ihould call them 
rogues, praftife every day. Bakers are the moft frc* 
quent viftims of juftice, ^nd are not unfrequcntly feen 
hanging at theif own doors. They are mulled and 
baftinadoed for the firft and fecond offence, and on 
the third, a ftaple is driven up into their door-cafe, 
and rhej arc hanged from it. Nptwithftanding .which, 
men are coirilantly found hardy enough to purfue the 
fame courfe of praftice ; and this is the more extra- 
ordinary, as the police is fo ftriftly attended to, that 
the baihaw or vizir himfelf goes about in difguife, in 
order to difcover frauds and deteft the Connivances of 
the inferior officers of juftice. But what will our 
'gr^at ladies, who^confume their nights, deftroy their 
conftitution, and fquander their huft)and*s property 
in gambling; who afterwards, to repair their fliat- 
tered finances, ^ave recourfe to the infamous expedi- 
ent of keeping gaming-houfes, and endeavour to re- 
cover by degrading means what they have loft by 
folly, to the difgrace of themfelves and family, and 
the Ihame of their fex and rank — VN^hat will they fay 
when I tell them, that- gaming is held among the 
Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a gamefter 
looked upon with more'deteftation than a highway 
robber ? Ttie Turjcifh ambalTador and his train will, 
on their return to their country, have Co tell a curious 
tale of this much-famed ifland^ in that aad other refpefts^ 
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Prejudice, that canker of the hufflatt 
heart, has iujured mankind by impeding perfonal fe- 
tercQurfe, and tta^eby clogging the channel of intcl* 
leAual improvement : it forbids that interchange of 
fentimcnt — that reciprocal communication of opimon 
—that generous circulation of intelleftual wealthy 
which, while it enriches another, advances kfelf — it 
diflcvers the bond of focial union, and make^ man fif 
down the gloomy, felfifli poffeiTor of his own mifcr- 
able mite, with too much hatred to give, and tod 
much pride to receive, thofe benefits, which Provi- 
dence, by leaving our nature fo unaccommodated, has 
pointed out as neceflary to pafs between man and 
man : under its influence we fpurn from us the good, 
if we diflike the hand that offers it, *nd will rather 
plunge into the mire than be guided by the light of 
any one whofe opinion is at variance with our own. 

Thus it is between the Turks and us — the little of 
their affairs which the prejudices of the Mahomedans 
Ijave allowed themfclves to communicate, or fuffercd 
others to glean among them, has been in 'general fa 
mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprcfented by the preju- 
dices of the Chriftians, that it is not going beyond the 
truth to fay, there exift not a people in the civilized 
world whofe real hiftory and genuine ftate are fo little 
known as thofe of the Turks : and the worft of it is, 
that not one mifreprcfentation, not one fingle miftakc 
has fallen on the generous, charitable fide j but all, 
2 all 
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a!I without exception tend to reprefent the Turk in 
the moft degraded and dcteftablc point of view. As 
the purity of the Chriftian does not allow him to be 
guilty of a wilful, uncharitable mifreprefentation, we 
fhould attribute it to unavoidable error, were it not 
that, till fome late authors whofc liberality^ docs them 
honour, they all walked in the very fame'Tteck, and 
could hardly have beqji fo uniformly erroneous from 
defign. ' We mufl: tterefiore attribute it to religioi s 
zeal and miftaken piety ; in which, in this inftance alone, 
they feem to be reputable competitors with the Turks. 
Tlie morofenefs, the animofity, and ibe fupercilious 
felf-polTeffion of the bigot^ tach holcfs in common with 
the other. 

One ftriking feature in the conftitution of Turkey 
is, that neither blood nor fplendid birth are of them- 
felves Sufficient to recommend a man to great offices. 
Merit and abilities alone are the pinions which can 
lifi ambition to its height. The cottager may be ex- 
alted to the hij?heft o&ce in the empire ; at leaft there 
is no abfolute^. impediment in his way ; and I believe 
it has often happened. Compare this with France 
under its late monarchy, where no merit could raife a 
man from the Caoaille : this, I fay, is one of the cri-» 
terioui of a free conftitution, and Turkey is fp far de* 
mocnrtlc. 

. The very firft principle ingrafted in the minds of 
the Mahomedan children, is a high contempt of all 
religions but their own ; and from the minute babes 
are capable of diftinguifliing, they are taught to call 
Chriftians by the name of Ghiaour, or Infidel : this 
grows up in their manhood fo ftrong in them, that 
they will follow a Chriftian through the ftreets, and 
even juftle againft him with contempt, crying, Ghia^ 
our! Ghiaour! or Infidel! Infidel! — Men of dignity 
and rank, indeed, will treat Chriftians with courtefy \ 
but as foon as they are gone out of hearing, will call 
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th in dog! This is monflrous ! But let us rccollcft 
how a Turk would be treated in Spain or Portugal, 
arid we {hall ft.e that inhuman bigotry may be found 
in a greater degree among Chriftians than even Ma- 
homedans. In Spain or Portugal they would treat 
them thus : — the common people would call them 
hogb ; they would juftle them alio in contempt ; and 
what is more, they would ftab them (it has often 
hnrptned) for amor de Dios ; and as to the people rf 
1 11?:, they would very confcientioufly confign them to 
the Inquifition, where the pious fathers of the church 
V ould very pioufly confign them to the flames, and 
cuolly go to the altar, and pray to God to jianm 
them hereafter to all eternity. So far the balance, I 
think, is in favour of the Turks, Need I go far- 
ther ?— I wilL— 

The Mahomedans arc divided into two fe6te, as 
the Chriftians are into many. Thofe are the fcft of 
Ali, and the feft of Omar. Now, I have never heard 
among them of one feft burning the other delibe- 
rately : but the Roman Catholics, even now, burn 
Proteftants by juridical fentence — ^burn their fellw 
Chriftians to death for differing from them in a mere 
fpeculative point of doftrine. Which then arc the 
better men ? I am fure it is unneceflary to fay 5 
though bad are the beft. 

The Turks are allowed, by thofe who know them 
beft, to have fome excellent qualities ; and 1 think, 
that in the prodigality of our cenfure, which, though 
little acquainted with them, we are forward to bc- 
ftow, it would be but fair to give them credit for 
many of thofe good' qualities, which even among our-i 
felves it requires the greateft intimacy and the warmeft 
murual confidence and efteem to difclofe or difcovcr 
in each other. That they have many vices is certain. 
What people are they that have not ? Gamihg they 
^ctcft ; wine they ulfe not, or at leaft ufc only a lit- 
tle, 
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tie, and that by ftealthj and as to the plurality of 
women, it can in them be fcarcely deemed a vice, 
fince their religicMi allows it. One vice, and one only, 
of a dark dy^ is laid to their charge ; and that has 
been trumpeted forth with the grievous and horrid 
addition, that though contradiftory to nature, it was 
allowed by their religion. This I have reafon to be- 
Jieve is one of the many fabrications and artifices of 
Chri/lian zealots, to render Mahomedanifm more odi- 
ous : for I have been informed from the moft compe- 
tent and refpeftable authority, and am therefore per-* 
fuaded, that the deteftablc crime to' which I allude, is 
forbidden both by the Koran and their municipal 
laws ; that it is openly condemned by all, as with us ; 
and that, though candour muft allow there are many 
who praftice it (by the bye there are too many in 
England who are fuppofed to do the fame), there are 
none hardy or fliamelefs enough not to endeavour to 
conceal it ; and, in fhort, that it is apparently as much 
reprobated there as any wjiere ; which, at all events, 
refcues the laws and religion of the country from that 
ftigma. 

Perhaps there is no part of the world where the 
flame of parental aflfeftion burns v»4th more ardent and 
unextinguifliable ftfength, or is more faithfully re-e 
turned by reciprocal tendernefs and filial obedience, 
than Turkey, Educated in the mod unafFcfted defet 
jTcnce and pious fubmiifion to their parents* will ; 
trained both by precept and example to the greateft 
veneration for the aged, and feparated almofl from 
their infancy from the women, they acquire a mo* 
dcfty to their fuperiors, and a bafhfulnefs and refpeft-^ 
fill deportment to the weaker fex, which never ceafe 
to influence them through life. A Turk meeting a 
Woman in the ftreet, turns his head from her, as if 
looking at her were criminal ; and there is nothing 
they deteft fo much, or will more feduloufly {hun. 
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than an -mpudent, audacious woman. To get the 
better of a Turk therefore, there is nothing further 
neceflkry, than to let flip a virago at him, and he ia* 
ftantly retreats. 

Since the arrival of the Turkifli ambaflador in Loa- 
don, I have had frequent occafion to obferve, that 
the jSeoplc of his train have been already, by the goo4 
example of our Britifli belles and beaux, pretty much 
eafed of their national modefty, and can look at the 
women with as broad and intrepid a ibire, as tbe 
grea^eft puppy in the metropolis. 

I'heir habitual tendernefs and deference for the 
fiiir lex, wl^jle it fpeaks much for their manly gal- 
lantry, mud be allowed by candour to be carried to 
an excels extravagant and irrational. It is the greateft 
dii^race to the character of a Turk to lift bis hand to 
a woman ; this is, doubtlefs, right, with feme limita* 
tions ; but they carry it fo far as to allow no provo- 
cation, be it what it may, fufficient to juftify ufing 
force or flrokes to a woman ; the utmoft they can do 
is, to fcold and walk off. The confequence of this 
is, that the women often run into the moft violent ex- 
ccfles. There have been inftances where they have 
been guihy of the moft furious outrages ; where they 
have violated the laws in a coUefted body, and broke 
open public ftores of corn laid up by the government : 
the magiftrates attended, the Janiflaries were called, 
and came running to quell the riot — but, behold they 
were women who committed it : they knew no way 
of rcfifting them, unlefs by force 5 and force they 
could not ufe : fo the ladies were permitted quietly 
to do their work in defiance of magiftrates, law, right, 
and reafon. 

Among the variety of errors and moral abfurditics 
falfely afcribed to the Mahomedan religion, the ex- 
clufion of women from Paradife holds a very confpi- 
cuous place, as a charge equally falfe ^d abfurd; 

on 



Ott the contrary, the \«^oiricti have their fafts, their 
ablutiotis, and the other religious rites deemed by 
Mahomedans neccflarjr to falvation* Notwithftandingj 
it has been the praftice of travellers to have recourfe 
to invention, v^heie the cuftoms of the country pre* 
eluded pofitive information ; and to give their ac- 
counts rather from the fuggcftions of their own pre-^ 
jndiced imaginations,, than from any fair inferences of, 
concltifions drawn from the h&s tiat came undef 
their obfcrvation. 
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LETTER XXX. 



1 HiE fubjefl: 1 touched up6n iii ttiy lad: thfed 
lettefS) stndon which this, and probably fome fucceeding 
dnes, will turn^ is attended with cifcumftances of great 
delicacy, and may poffibly bear the afpeft of at leaft 
a! dubbns import, as touching the great point of reli* 
gtem I will therefore, before I proceed furthef^ 
expfalit for ybii (left it ftiould require explanation) tha 
if^e fcope of my meaning. 

My objcft throughout the whole of what I hav« 
faid tcfpe£Hng the Turks, is to war with prejudice, 
riot to draw comparifens : — to ftiew that whete the 
Mahomedans are vicious or enfliivcd, it is not the feulfr 
o^ their religion or their laws :— to convince you, the 
Turks are not the only people in the world, who,- 
ttttder all the external forms^ of fanSity afid religion^ 
are capable of the moft deteftable crimes, and fdme* 
dittos, utterly bereft of all pretcnfion^ to ^rity— ^ 

M 3 sind 
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and that, while they have been held up as a pei*- 
petual fubjeft of reproach and accufation, they were 
committing only juft the fame crimes that confciencc 
might have retorted on their accufers. If allowance 
can be at all made for hiftorical mifreprefentation, 
we may perhaps be difpofed to confider that of 
the ignorant Catholic miffionaries of the early ages, 
as entitled to fome excufe, or at leaft mitigation. The 
intemperate zeal of thofe times forbade the full cxer- 
cife of the rational faculties ; but in tl]iis age of iilunii'' 
nation and liberality^ he that falfifies from polemical 
malice fliould meet little quarter and lefs behef. And 
it muft be grievous to all men of virtue and religion 
to refleft, that churchmen, difciples of the Chriftian 
church, which fliould be 'the fountain of purity and 
truth, have been foremofl: in the lifl: of . falfifiers. 

The difficulty of obtaining information of any kind 
in Turkey, is very great ; of their religion cliiefly they 
are extremely tenacious ; and as to their women, it 
is allowed by the beft-informed men, who have lived 
there for many years, in departments of life that gave 
theni the beft means of obtaining information Europeans 
can have, that, at beft, but a very imperfeft know- 
ledge can be had of them. Yet travellers who pro- 
bably never migrated farther than '' from the green, 
bed to the brown,'* have given us difFufe accounts of 
their religion ; and adventurers who never were beyond, 
the purJieus of Drury, have fcaled Seraglio walls, and- 
carried off the favourites of Sultans. 

The truth is, my dear Frederick, the Turks, 
like all other people, have their fliare of vices, but 
are by no means countenanced in them by their reli- 
gion; and from what I have been able to colleft,, 
as well from, my own inquiries and obfervations, as 
from reading the beft hiftorians, I am perfuaded that 
tliey have not, in the whole fcope of Mahomedanifm, 
one doftrine fo fubverfive of virtue, or fo encourag- 
ing 
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nig to the indulgence of vice, as many that are to 
be found in that curious code. Popery. 

The malice of our intemperate zealots againft Maho- 
tnedanifm has been of courfe extended to its founder 
with more than common exaggeration and additions* 
They have reprcfented Mahomet to be a man of 
mean origin, pofleiling a mind unenlightened b/ 
fcience or literature, and an underftanding and facul- 
ties naturally grofs. All thofe fuggeftions are un- 
doubtedly faife ; — ^he fprung from the moft noble of 
all the Arabian tribes— the Coraifhites : at his timc^ 
poverty, fo far from being a reproach among them, 
was a mark of every thing that? was great and dignified. 
If fupported with magnanimity and fortitude ; and 
the two firft caliphs lived as poor as Mahomet himfelf, 
although they had immenfe revenues, .commanded 
vaft armies, and were lords of great provinces^ As 
to his underftanding I can only fay^ that perhaps he 
was the very laft man in the world whofe intelleftual 
powers (houid be called in queftion^ His genius was 
tinbounded, his fpirit enterprifing, his powers of addrefs 
were unequalled, he was allowed to be the greateft 
orator of his time ; and yet, with jail thefe qualifications, 
his underftanding was flighted. It is a logical truth, 
that when people prove too muchj they prove nothing 
at all: our Chriftian zealots, in this inftancej have 
Overftiot the mark^ and thereby rendered all their 
Other information at leaft doubtfuh Perhaps the 
confummation of all policy was Mahomet's preten- 
ding to be an idiot, in order to make his great and 
wonderful eflfufions appear to be the immediate infpira- 
tion of Heaven — He called himfelf the Idiot Pro- 

I>HETrf* 

The whole of Mahoniedanifm may be reduced fimply 
to this one article of faith — ^*' There is but one God, 

* Mohaxnined^ 
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frequent among the men there, than among the wdihcS 
here ; and the tide of fafliion, which in this country 
gives fuch a rapid arid irrefiftible circulation to vice ' 
ind adultery, runs there in an oppofite dire^ion ; and 
contrary to our cuftomsj no man is fo unfalbionahid 
in Turkey as he that has interrupted the domeftic 
peace of a family by feduftion^ 

Among the many virtues which may with ftrift 
juftice be afcribed to the Turks, hofpitality holds a' 
conipicuous place. It is not confined to comtmon 
civility, it extends to perfonal protefticm. Many deem 
it abfolutely their duty to riik their lives in defence 
of their guefts j nor will any nlotive, however cogent, 
be allowed to juftify the violation of it. Nay, to 
fuch a fyftem is it carried upj that an engagement 
with a ftranger is accepted as an excufc for not obey- 
ing the fummons of a great man^ when no otha' 
apology, not even that of indifpofition, wotild be 
admitted. 

While the Turks abhor and defpife all other re-' 
ligipns but their own, their government is by no 
means intolerant in fpiritual concerns. The exercifo 
of all religions is free, and at Conftantinople |wc 
are told) -Monks drefs in their habits, and are allowed 
ait funeral proccffions to elevate the crofs, which is 
more, than the Englifh tyranny allowed the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland to do, till very lately : a Turk^ 
however, convifted of apoftacy, could not by any 
means efcape death. Meantime it muft be obfervcd, 
that if they keep up a decent femblance of the foims 
of their religion, no intrufive inquiry is made into 
their real faith : and though it i^ one of the injunc*' 
tions of Mahomet to endeavour to convert unbelievers, 
and they fometimes in obedience to that command 
folicit the converfion of Chriftians and others ; they 
never fail to confider any renegado, or perfon who 
becomes a convert, with contempt, if not diflike. 

IwiU 
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>1 will conclude this letter with an extraA from 
.tnat moft valuable and accurate work, RuflePs Hillory 
of Aleppo, which will give you a better, becaufe a 
true, notion of Turkilh morals, than you are likely 
to receive from general opinion, " Upon the whole,*' 
fays he, " whether it be afcribed to the influence of 
their political conftitution, or to the abfence of various 
temptations, which in Europe often lead, to the vio- 
lation of better laws j there are perhaps few great 
cities where many of the private aqd _ dotneftic vir- 
tues arc in general more prevalent than at Aleppo.*' 






LETTER XXXI. 



1 H^ ufe of periodical ftated times of devo- 
tion is univerially admitted, and the neceflity of adopt- 
ing them makes a part of the Chriftian code. The 
Mahomedan religion, however, exceeds it far in the 
rigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion. There 
arc no lefs than five ftated times of prayer in every 
twenty-four hours, fixed as indifpenfable„ at none of 
which a true believer fails ; and the fervency of their 
praying exceeds even the frequency. I have heard 
it aiTerted, that if the houfe was to take fire while 
they are at their devotion, they would not break off; 
and fo rigidly intent do they conceive it their duty to 
be during the time of prayer, that if in the midft of 
it they were interrupted by a fit of fneezing or 
coughing, they confider all already done as gone for 
nothing, and always , begin them again. — ^And to tell 
» a truth 



,gg ViNDTCjAtlOti OF THE TURlCS CONTll^fliw 

a frutir of them, if the Chrift'ans curfc them, they 
arc pretty even with them in return, never failing tor 
pray for difcord, enmit}% and diflenfion among dicif 
enemies, as well as health and profperity to theln- 
fehres ; and to the efEcicy of thofe prayers they 
fondly attribute all the wars arid diffenlions which in-' 
ceffantty harafs Chrifteridom. A bell tolls as a pub- 
lic notice of prayer ; and when a true Mahonicdair 
tears it, let him be where he will, whether at home 
of abroadj in the highway or in the market, be the 
place dirty or clean j wet or dfy, he imnrediatcly hSk 
down and worftiips. 

As fubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, iil 
which they are full as fcrupuloufly punftual as in their 
prayers. One is preparatory to prayer, another after 
cohabitation with women, a third before eatings and 
another again incidental. Thofe they never neglcfi 
to perform, unlefs fome infuperable obftacfe Kes in the 
way. Charity, that mod glorious doftrine of any re- 
ligion, is enjoined by the Koran under the moft heavy 
denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of nc- 
gleft ; and by it they are charged to regard no bounds 
in liberality to the poor. Many Muffulmen in their 
zeal to difcharge this duty have given a fourth, many 
a third, and fome one half of their property. Nay, 
the inftances are not unfrequent of men giving awajf 
their all, and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. 
To do ftrift juftice it muft be faid, that poverty ii 
no where fo refpeftfully attended to, honoured*, or re- 
verenced, as among the Mahomedans ; who havd ar 
faying among thcfn, " that the fear of want is a marl 
or the Judgment of God.** 

Abftinence is confidered as a virtue among them^ 
and very ftriftly enjoined as a religious duty. The 
great fan: appointed by the Koran continues Ifcr the 
month of Ramedan, during, which time they neither 
cat^ drink, nor convcrfe with their wives, fronr ton-rift 

till 
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tiB the ftars appear, or the lamps are hung out at the 
mofques. Any man who breaks it is punifhed with 
death; but the worft of it is, that they will not allow 
even travellers, the fick or the wounded, to plead a 
right to exemption : fome of the Turks, however, and 
all the Chriftians, have hit upon expedients to pafs 
the month without much mortification ; that is, fleep- 
ing in bed all day, and fitting up and caroufing all 
night, to evade the reftraint. 

The laft and greateft ordinance of their religion is 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, which when once accom- 
' pliflied is fuppofed to be a dircft paffport to Hc^aven ; 
and there are few of them who do not at one time or 
other of their lives take that painful and hazardous 
journey. As this is a very intcrefting journey, how- 
ever, to travel in the clofet, as it includes the dcfcrip- 
tion of a caravan, and ferves to (hew to what extre- 
mities enihufiafm can influence men, I wiH give you a 
defcription of it as handed to me by a very accurate 
and ingenious perfon, on whofe precife veracity I can 
rely ; firft making fome remarks upon the preceding 
part of this letter. 

You will obferve from what I have already faid, 
that, excepting the mere points of religious faith, the 
moral ordinanires of Mahomedanifm comprehend moil 
of thofc parts of the Chriftian religion, on the prac- 
tice of which the reputation of piety is founded ; and 
that for ftrifl: obedience to thofe ordinances the Maho- 
metans are more remarkable than we ^re. Adultery 
is not frequent among them ; wine i$ fcldom or nevei- 
ufcd ; theft is little known ; fo is murder. Then in 
tlic pra^^ical parts of devotion, there are in the firft 
place prayers ; fecondly, abftinence or fafting ; thirdly, 
charity. Thofe are alrChriftian doftrines, more zea- 
loufly obferved by them than by us. Their ablutions 
are at leaft no injury to the caufe of morality or piety ; 
but rather, being done as a religious exercife, ferve 

to 
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to keep up the ferics of intercourfe which ftiould fub^ 
lift between the creature and his Creator : befides, E 
cannot help thinking with our inimitable poet Thorn— -- 
fon, that 

-from the body's purity, the raind 



Receives a fecret fympathetic aid. Seasons — Summer. 

And as to the pilgrimage to Mecca, however irra- 
tional it may appear to ws, it is at Icaft recommended 
by fincerity and zeal, and is doubtlefs in the eye of 
an all-feeing Providence meritorious. He, we are to 
fuppofe, will judge, not by the value of the aft, but 
the purity of the motive ; and will accept it as the 
offering of a frail, blind mortal, bending in obedience 
to that which he conceives to be the will of Heaven. 
Befides, for the life of me I cannot fee why a pilgri- 
mage to Mecca is at all more culpable than a pilgrim 
mage to Jerufalcm ; not to mention the thoufand 
other holy places to which well-meaning Chriftians 
go, for their foul*s fake, at imminent hazard of their 
lives, and certain mortification and hardfhip to their 
bodies. . 

Banifli then, my Frederick ! banifli from your 
heart all illiberal and uncharitable prejudices, if any 
have yet found their way to it. Revere and cling to 
your religion as the beft and moft conducive to eter* 
nal and temporal happinefs ; and the more good be- 
caufe it enjoins us to be charitable even to the Jews 
as well as to the Gentiles : but never think that you 
advance the caufe of that religion, or do fervicc to 
your God, by waging war againft your fellow-crea- 
tures for opinions they can no more help entertaining 
than you can help having yours, or by denouncing 
againft them that eternal fentence which refts with the- 
Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce. 

To a benevolent mind the animofities of mankind 
prefent a raoft affiifting pifture} and the frivolous 

pretexts 
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pretexts upon which thofe animofities are grounded 
render it only the more horrible. One would think 
that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the ftruggle of 
mankind for the fuperfluities of it, of themfelvcs af- 
forded ample materials for fcuffle, without reforting * 
to the (hadows of fpeculation for contm ion. Yet 
teperience has ftiewn us that opinion is a much more 
copious fource of animofity and warfare ; and that for 
one man who has been curfed, murdered, or deftroyed 
by his fellow-creatures in a conteft for property, there 
are a thoufand who have fallen facrifices to the ven» 
geance of hoftile opinion : 

^tyfjuiTtt, 

Were it poffible that I could obtain from the bounty 
of Heaven a grant of the firft wifli of my heart, that 
wifli fhould be to fee all mankind in harmony and mu- 
tual good will, ranging without diftinftion under the 
one great ns^me of man and brother. As thofe who 
foment the difunion between them are the moft per- 
nicious monfters of fociety, fo he who endeavours to 
bring them one ftep nearer to a general accommoda- 
tion of fentiment, who ftrives to inculcate the princi- 
pies of mutual toleration, aad encourage the growth 
of reciprocal affisftion between men as fellow being?, 
may be juftly ranked among the beft friends of man* 
kind, and the moft faithful fervants of ^Him who gave 
being to all. 

.^ong the grofs mifreprefentations of which I com- 
plain, and which for the-iake of mankind I lament, is 
that general falfehood, the infidelity of the Turkifli 
women. The refpeftablc author whom I have before 
taken the freedom of quoting, I mean Dr. Ruffel, de- 
clares that in twenty years refidence at Aleppo, he 
did not remember a public inftance of adultery ; and 
lliat in the private walks of fcandal thofe he heard of 

. . were 
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were among the loweft clafs, and did not in number 
exceed a dozen. " In refpcfl: to the Franks (conti- 
nues hi) the undertaking is attended pot only with 
iiich rifle to the individual, but may in its confequences 
ib ferioufly involve the whole fettlement, that it is 
either never attempted, or is concealed with a fccrecy 
unexampled in other matters. I have reafon to be- 
lieve that Europeati travellers have fometimes had a 
Greek courtefan irapofed on them for a fultana ; and 
after having been heartily frightened, have been in* 
duced to pay fmartly, in order to preferve a fecrct 
which t;he day after was known to half the fifterhood 
in town.'* He remarks, however, that at Conflanti-. 
nople the ftate of gallantry is different. " 

On the fubjeft of the Turkifli moral charaftcr, I 
have endeavoured to be as concife as juftice^ MrOuld 
allow me to be ; and yet I find that I have gone to 
fome length. I cannot however difmifs it without 
giving you a trait to which the moft obftinate polemi* 
cal prejudice, and the moft: inveterate hatred, muft 
in fpite of them pay the tribute of applaufc. TISeir 
treatment to their flaves is beyond all example among 
us humane, tender, and generous, and fuch as may 
well bring a blufli Into the faces of Chriftian deakn 
in human flelh. Whe^^oung flaves, male or female, 
are bought by a Turk^' they feem to be introduced 
into the family rather in the condition of an adopted 
child ; they receive the fame education, perfonilf 
nearly the fame offices, and are bound to no greater 
marks of refpcft than their mafter's own 'children — r 
and in faft feel none of the galling circumfliances of z 
ftate of fervility ; the V^ry worft treatment they ever 
receive is to be put on a footing with the menial do* 
.mefl:ic^ or ordered to the fame duty as a valet or z 
page. It often happens, on the other hand, that they 
are married into the family, and very frequently are 
promoted to high offices in the ftate* If they adopt 
I ' the 
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the reli^on of their mafters, it is always fpontane- 
ouHy I and even to ilaves taken in war, no compul* 
iion is ufed to make them change their faith. 

The following is the bed defcription I am able to 
give you of an Eaftcm caravan. It exaftly coincides 
with my own obfervations, and with the various ac* 
counts I have had from others. I owe it, as well ad 
the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at 
Mecca, to the kind offices of a friend, who took the 
pains to procure them for me* 



DESCRIPTION OF A CARAVAN* 

Inclofcd in the preceding Letter . 

A CARAVAN, which is fo often mentioned ill 
the hiflory and defcription of the Eaft, add in all the 
tales and flories of thofe countries, is an afTemblage of 
travelers, partly pilgrims, partly merchants, who coU 
left together in order to coafolidate a fufficient force 
to proteA them, in travelling through the hideous 
wilds and burning deferts over which they are con-i 
flrained to pafs for commercial and other purpofes } 
thofe wilds being infefled wit!?' Arabs, who make a 
profeffion of pillage, and rob )n moft formidable bo^ 
dies, fome almoft as large as Imall aifmies. As the 
colieftion of fuch a number requires time, and the em-^ 
bodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concerted 
with great care and preparation, and is never at* 
tempted without the permiffion of the prince in whofe 
dominions it is to be formed, and of thofe alfo through- 
whofe dominions it is to pafs, expreffed in writing* 
The exaA number of men and carriages, mules, 
horfes, and other beslils of burthen, are fpeclfied ia 
the licenfe ; and the merchants to whom the caravaa 

w belongs. 
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Bclbrigs, regulate and direft every thing appertainieg; 
to its government and police during the journey, and 
appoint the various officers ricceffary for condufting it. 
''-' Each caravan has four principal officers : the firft, 
the -caravatibachi, or head of the caravan ; the fecond, 
thte captain ef the march ; the third, the captain of 
f he ftop or reft ; a-nd the fourth, the captain of the 
diflribution. - The firft has the uncoutrolablc autho- 
iity ^ha-ce>mttiandov€r all the others, and gives thm 
his orders : the fecond is abfolute during the march; 
but his .authority immediately ceafes on the ftopping 
or encamping of ihe. caravan, .when the third affumcs 
his fliare of the authority, and exerts it during the 
time of- its reijnaiping at reft : ^and the fourth orders 
the difpofition of every part' of theciravan, in cafe of 
an attack or battle. This laft officer has. alfo during the 
march the infpeftion and direftion of the diflribution 
of provifionsj which is^ cOndufte,d under his naanagc- 
ment by feveral : inferior officers, who are obliged to 
give fecurif y, to the mafter of the caravan ; each of 
them having. the care, of a certain number of ^len^ 
clepiiants,:. dromedaries, camels, &c. &c. which they 
undertake to .cotiduft and furnifli with provifions at 
thtix owji Jafgue.^ according to an agreement ftipulated 
between, them.. ; ;. . 

;. A. fifth. officer of nhe carav^ i« the pay-mafter or 
trj^nfurer^ who[.h^s under him a.gr.eat many clerks and 
interpret er3,. app.ointed to keep accurate journals dF. 
all. the. material incidents ,that <)ecur upon the journey. 
And.it is. by. tliefe. journals, figned by :the. fiperipr pjf- 
ft^ers^ that the; owners of the caravan judge whetha: 
they havie been- weU or ill ferycd or conduftc;4- 
;: Another kind :of: ofiicers: are- the mathematicians, 
without whoin. no. caravan will prefume to let put. 
There are cQiijmpnly three of- them attached, to a ca* 
ravan of larg^ jQzp^jL and^hey perform the offices bpth 
of . .quarter-onaftgr^ /ap4:j..^iA6^€:camp, leading the 

;^ troops 
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trciops when the caravan is attacked, and afligning the 
quarters where the caravan is appointed to encamp. 

There are no lefs than five diftinft forts of cara- 
vans ; firft, the heavy caravans, which are compofed 
of elephants, dromedaries, camels, and horfes ; fe- 
condly, the light caravans, which have but few efe* 
phants; thirdly, the common caravans, where there 
are none of thofe animals ; fourthly, the horfe cara- 
vans, where there are neither dromedaries nor camels j 
and laffly, fea caravans, confiding of veflfels ; from 
whence you will obferve that the word caravan* is not 
confined to the land, but extends to the virater alfo* 

The proportion obferved in the heavy caravan is as 
Follows : When there are five hundred elephants, 
they add a thoufand dromedaries and two thoufand 
borfes at the leafl ; and then the efcort is compofed 
jf four thoufand . men on horfeback. Two men are 
required for leading one elephant, five for three dro- 
nedaxies, and feveu for eleven . camels. This multi- 
:ude of fervants, together with* the officers and paf- 
Tcngcrs, who^-number is uncertain, ferve to fupport 
:he efcort in cafe of a fight, and render the caravan 
nore formidable and fecure. The paffengers are not 
ibfolutely obliged to fight j but according t^ the laws 
ind;ufages of the caravans, if they refufe. to do fo, 
they are not entitled to any provifions whatever from 
the caravan,. even though they (hould agree to pay an 
extravagant price for them. 

Evei^ elephant is mounted by what they call a 
nick 5 thaf is to fay, a young lad of nine or ten 
jreiars old, brought up to the bufinefs, who drives the 
dcphant, and pricks it with a pointed iron to animate 
it in the figlit : the fame lad alfo loads the fire-arms 
of the two foldiers who mount the elephant, with him* 

The day of the caravan fetting .out being once 
fixed, is never altered or pofl:poned ; fo that no dif- 
appointmcnt can poffibly enfue to any one, 

N 2 One 
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One would fuppofe that fo enormous and powerful 
a body, fo well armed, might be certain of moving 
forward without fear ,of being robbed ; but as moft 
of the Arabian princes Jiave no other means to fubiift 
but by ,th(sir robberies, they keep fpies in all parts, 
who give them notice when the caravans fet out, 
which they way Jay v and fometimes attack with 
fuperior force, overpower them, plundor them of alt 
their ' treafure, and make flaves of the whole convoy 
-r-foreigners excepted, to whom they generally (hew 
more mercy. If they arc re^ulfed, they generally 
come to fome agreement ; the conditions of which 
are pretty well obferved, efpecially if the aflailants 
j^re nativie Arabians. The carrying on of robberies i 
with fuch armies may appear aftonifhing ; but when 
the temptation is confidered, and when it is known 
that one caravan only is fometimes enough to enrich . 
thofe princes, much of our furprife vanilhes. 

They are obliged to ufe great precautions to prevent 
the caravan from introducing that dreadful diftempcr, 
the plague, into the places through which they pafs^ 
or from being themfelves infefted with it. When 
therefore they arrive near a town, the inhabitants 
of the town and the people of the caravan hold a 
folemn conference concerning the ftate of their health, 
* and very fincerely communicate to each other the 
ftate of the cafe, candidly informing, each other whe- 
ther there be danger on cither fide.^— When there 
is re^on to fufpeft a% contagious diftemper, they 
aniicably agree that no communication whatever fli%ll 
take place between them } and if the caravan ftands 
in need of provifions, they are conveyed to them with 
the utmoft caution over the walls of the town. 

The fatigues, hardfhips, and hazards, attending 
thofe caravans, are fo great, that they certai^jly would 
never be undertaken, if the amazing profits did not 
in fome meafure counterbalance thenu — ^The merchant 

who 
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who travels in them muft be content with fuch prp- 
vifions as he can get, muft part with all his deli- 
cacies, and give up all hope of eafe ; he muft fubmit 
to the frightful confiifion of languages and nations ; 
the fatigues of long marches over iands, and under 
a climate almoft fufficiently hot to reduce him to a 
cinder : he muft fubmit cheerfirity to exorbitant duties 
fraudulently Ife^ied, aftd audacious robberies and fubtle 
tricks praftifed By the herd of vagabonds who follow 
the caravans — for preventing which, th^ merchants 
have a variety of well contrived locks, that can only 
be opened by thofe who know the knack of them. 

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, 
i and horrible ones againft which no human forefight 
or power can provide, and beneath which whole cara- 
vans fink, and are never after heard of. 

The Egyptian caravans are particularly fubjeft to 
hazards in .the horrid *trafl« they are neceflarily 
obliged to take through fandy deferts, where, for 
bouadlefs extents, nature has denied one (ingle circum^ 
(lance of favour ; where a blade of grafs never grew, 
nor a drop of water ever ran ; where the fcorching 
fire of the fun has banifhed the kindly influence of 
the other elements ; where, for feveral days journey, 
no objeft meets the eye to guide the parched*traveller 
in his way ; and where the cafual track of one cara- 
van is clofed by the moving fands, before another 
can come to take advantagc^of it* In thofe vaft 
plains of burning fands, if Ure guide (hould happen 
tQ lofe his way, the provifion of water, fo necc(rary 
' to . carry them to the place where they are to (ind 
more, muft infallibly fail them : in fuch a cafe the 
mules and horfes die with fatigue and thirft ; and 
even the camels, notwithftanding their extraordinary 
power to fubfift without water, foon perilh in the 
fame manner, together with the people of the caravan, 
wandering in thofe frightful defcrts. 

N i But 
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But more dreadful ftill, and ftill more inevita- 
ble, is the danger when a fouth wind happeps to 
rife in thofe fandy deferts. The leaft mifchief it oo 
cafions is, to dry up the leathern bags which con- 
tain the provifion of water for the journey.. This 
wind, to which the Arabs give the epithet of poi- 
foned, often flifles in a moment thofe who have the 
misfortpne to meet it ; to prevent which, they arc 
pbligedito throw themfelves immediately on the ground, 
putting their faces clofe to the burning fands which fur- 
round them on all fides, and. covering their mouths 
with fome linen cloth, left by breathing they ihould 
fwallow inftantaneous death, which this wind carries 
with it wherever, it extends.. — Befides which, whole 
caravans are often buried under moving hills of burn- 
ing fand, raifed by the agitation of the winds. 

All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exquifitelydc- 
fcribed by our charming batd Thomson, that I cannot 
refrain tranfcribing the paiTage, as bringing them 
more immediately home to the und^rftanding and the 
heart, than volumes of common defcription could do. 

Breathed hot 



From all the bouhdlefs furnace of the (ky, 
And the wide glittering wafte of burning fand, 
A fuffocating wind the pilgrim fmites 
With inftant death. Patient of third and toil, 
Son of the Defert ! even the camel feels. 
Shot through-his withered heart, the ftery blaft. 
Or from the blaek-red either burfting broad 
Sallies the fudden wirlwind. Straight \he fands, ^ 
Commov'd around, in gathering eddies play ; 
Nearer and nearer ftill they darkening come ; 
Till, with the general all-involving ftorm 
Swept up, the whol^rontinuous wilds arife ; 
And by their noon^f fount d^jedled thrown. 
Or funk at night in fad difaftrous deep 
Beneath defcending hills, the caravan 
Is buried deep. In Cairo's crowded ftreets 
Th' impatient Merchant wondering waits in vain, 
And Mecca faddens at the long delay.-—* 

Yet, 
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Yet, Dolrwithftanding all Jrhofe horrible- drfcutoftaiacos 
of terror aud danger—r-trade, -and; the 'defuse of gaifi,* 
on the one hand, iilduce multitudes of: peiapfetamri 
ihe hazard. ./ * > / .1 : '^j 

. Impiger extremes cufr it "Mercator^ad Tndos, 

Permarepaupcriem fugiensi perfax^per igties/ ' ' 

• • r I - 

And on the other hand, enthufiafm and relikious 
zeal fend thoufands to tempt their fate, arid take' it 
paffage to Heaven through thpfe horrid regijDns. Thus 
we fee in what various ways d^lufion operates.— Thej 
merchant might find a livelihood, and the bigot his 
yay to divine favour, juft as well by flaying witliin 
the confines of their owii native home. 



...... ■../.-■' 

ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY' PIL- 
GRIMS ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT MECCA. ''■' 

• # ■ • 

• The caravans are generally (o ordered, as. taarri^e 
at Mecca about forty days after the Faft of Ramedan, 
and immediately previous to the Corban^ or Great 
Sacrifice. Five or fix days before that feftival, th^ 
three great caravans,, viz. that from Europe^ that from 
Afia Minor, and that froni Arabia, ynite ; and all, con* 
lifting of about two hundred thqufand men, and jjire^ 
hundred thoufand beafts of burthen, en<;.ampaf fome 
jniles from Mecca. ' The pilgrims form thtmfelves 
into fmall detachments, and enter the town to arrangj? 
the ceremonies preparatory to the Great Sacrificdj^ 
They are led thrqugh *a ftrejst of continual .afccAt, till 
they arrive at a gate on an^ eminence, called thc.Gar^ 
of Health. From thence they fee the great mpiqup 
which inciofcs the Houfe of Abraham. They faJutc 
it with the. raoft. profound refpeS and devotion,, re- 
peating, twice, ." S.alam Alek.Irufoul Allah !'* that h 

N 4 to 
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to fay, " Peace be with the Ambaffador of God !*' 
Thence, at fome diftance, they mount five fteps to a 
large platform faced with-ftone, where they offer 
up their prayeris ; they then defcend on the other fide 
of it, and advance towards two arches, of the fame 
kind of dimenfions, but at fome diftance from each 
other, through which they pafs with great filence 
and devotion. This ceremony muft be preformed 
feven tiiies. 

From hence proceeding to thereat mofquc which 
Indofes the Houfe of Abraham, they enter the mofquc, 
and walk feven times round the little building con* 
tained within it, faying, " This is the Houfe of God, 
and of his fervant Abraham/* Then killing with 
great veneration a black ftone, faid to have defcended * 
white from Heaven, they go to the famous well called 
JZun Zun, which the angel (hewed to Hagar when 
ihe was diftreffcd in the dcfert, and could find no 
water for her fon Iflimael, and which the Arabs call 
Zem Z^m. Into this well they plunge with all their 
clothe^ repeating " Toba Alia, Toba Allji !'* that is 
to fay, ^' Forgivenefs, God ! Forgivend's, God !" 
They drink a draught of that foetid, turbid water, 
and dispart. 

The duty of bathing and drinking they are obliged 
to pafs through once; but thofe who would gain 
Paradife before the others, muft repeat it once a day 
during the ftay of the caravan at Mecca. 

At fifteen miles from the town of Mecca there is 
a hill called " Ghiabal Arafata,** or " the Mount 
of Forgivenefs/* It is about two miles in circum- 
fcrence-!-a moft delicious fpot. On it Adam and 
Eve met, after the Lord had, for their tranfgreflions, 
feparated them forty years. Here they cohabited and 
Jived in excefs of happinefs, having built a houfe on 
jt, called «« Beith Adam,*' that is to fay, "the Houfe 
pf Adam.** On the eve of the day of Saatfce, the 

threq 
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three caravans, ranged in a triangular from, furround 
this mountain— during the whole night the people 
rejoice, clamour, and riot — ^firing off cannon, mufkets, 
pmols, and fire-works, with an inceifant found of 
drums and trumpets. As fooo as day breaks, a pro^ 
found (ilence fuccee^s — they flay th«r (heep and offer 
up their facrifice on the mountain with every demon- 
AratioQ of the mod profound devotion. 

On a fudden a fcheik (or head of tly temple), 
a kind of prelate, i^iihes from amidfl: them, mounted 
on a camel — ^he afcinds five ,fteps, rendered prafticable 
for the purpofe, and in a uudied fermon preaches thus 
to the people : 

- ** Return praife and thanks for the infinite and 
iirimenfc benefits granted by God to Mahomcdans, 
through th^ mediation of his moft beloved friend 
and prophet, Mahomet: -for that he has delivered 
them from the flavery and bondage of fin and idolatry, 
in which they were plunged ; has given them the 
Houfe of Abraham, from whence they can be heard, 
and their petitions granted ; alfo the mountain of for- 
givenefs, by which they can implore Him, and obtain 
A a pardoaand.remiifion of all their fins. 

*' For that the bleffed, pious, and merciful God, 
giver of all good gifts, commanded his fecretary, 
Abraham, to build himfelf a houfe at Mecca, whence 
his defendants might pray to the Almighty, and their 
defires be fiilfiUed. 

** On this command all the mountains in the world 
ran, as it were, each ambitious to affift the Secretary 
of die Lord, and to fumifh a ftone towards erecting 
4the holy houfe ; all, except this poor little mountain, 
which, through mere indigence, could not contribute 
a ftone. It continued therefore thirty years grevioufly 
aflBlifted: at length the Eternal God obferved its 
anguiih, and, moved with pity at its Jong fuffering, 
broke forth, faying, I can forbear no longer, my child ! 
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your bitter htmentations have reached my ears ; aQdl 
now. declare, tbat all thofe who go to- vifit the houfc 
of my friend Abrahara fhall .not be abfolved of their 
fins^ if ihcydo.not jSrft rever.enc^ you,: and celebrate 
oji you the holy Sacrifice, which;! have enjoined my 
people through the mouth of -my prophet Mahomet. ! 
Love God! Pray ! Give Alm§ \'' ■ ,■ ■ 

After this fermon the people falute the Mountain, 
and depart. ^ 
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IN my my laft letters I endeavoured to give 
you an account of the Turkiilh government, laws, 
and conftitution in general, fo far as 1 was able to 
coUeft information on the fubjeft. I will now pro- 
ceed to a defcription of thofe particular parts of that 
vaft empire through which I had occafion to travel. 

During my ftay at Aleppo, I experienced much po- 
litenefs and hofpitality from the European gentry re- 

fident there, and particularly from Mr. , at 

whofe houfe I entirely refided ; and as the Franks live 
on a very good footing with each other, the time 
pafled fo agreeably, that were it not for " that with- 
in," I fliould have been happy enough— We rode 
out occafionally,- fometimes hunting, fometimes merely 
for the ride fake. ♦ Sometimes with an intelligent na- 
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fome of 
the Franks, I walked about the town, in order to 
amufe away the time and fee what was going forward., 
notwithftanding the cry of " Frangi Cucu !".. or 

« Cuckold 
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*' Cuckold Frank !'* which frequently followed us for 
the length of a ftreet. Sometimes we went of even- 
ings to fome of the outlets, where preparation was 
made for oyr reception by fervants, previoufly dif- 
patchcd for the purpofe, and there regaled with cof- 
fee, wine, fruits, &c. 

The firft day we went on a party of the lafl: men- 
tioned kind, Mrs, did us the honour to ac- 
company us : the place appointed was in a range of 
beautiful, rural gardens that lie along the fide of a 
river ; where the well cultivated earth teeming with 
a vaft abundance of the bed efculent plants, flowers, 
flowering ftirubs and fruit-trees, afforded a moft deli- 
cious regale to the fenfes ; and the plane, the willow, 
the afh, the pomegranate, and a variety of other trees, 
cluftered together in almoft impervious thickets, 
yielded a delightful fliady retreat from the piercing 
rays of the fun. It was on this occafion that I got 
the firft fpecimen of Turkilh illiberality, which, as I was 
entirely unprepared for it, confounded me, and nearly 
deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we 
walked along, I obferyed feveral Turks addrefllng 

themfelves to Mrs. and me, who walked arm 

in arm, and fpeaking with a louduefs of voice, contor- 
tion of countenance, and violence of gefticulation, at- 
tended with a clapping of hands, which, though I jdid 
not underftand their language, I could plainly per- 
ceive carried the appearance of menace or infult. I 

wa^ at a lofs what to think of it : Mrs. 

bluflied, and feemed much hurt : Mr. and 

the other gentlemen were filent, and betrayed not the 
leafl: mark of emotion or refentment, Ac length, 
when we got from them, I alked what it meant ? and 

was told, that it was all aimed at Mrs. , or at 

leaft occafioned by her : that, bigoted to the cuftoms 
of their own country, and utterly ignorant of thofe 
pf any other, they were aiFeftcd with great indigna- 
tion 
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tion at 'her drefs, occafional (Jerangement of her veil, 
and, above '^1, at the ihamelefs and unpardonably ^ 
wicked ckrcumftance of a woman walking fo openly 
and familiarly in the company of men. Talking of 

this afiair afterwards with Mr. , the lady's 

hufband, he affured me, that there was not an oppro- 
brious and infamous epithet which the vulgar inge- 
nuity of the brightcft quean in Billingfgate could 
think of, that they had not huddled upon us. I was 
beyond meafure adonilhed at the coolnefs with which' 
he bore it, and faid, that if I had underftood what 
they had faid, I fliould raoft certainly have been un-\ 
able to feftrain myfelf, and would have knocked one 
of them down as an example to the reft. Had you 
done fo, returned he, you would certainly have re- 
pented it : for, if you efcaped being ftoned, or put to 
death upon the fpot, the legal punifliment for an in- 
fidel ftriking a true believer, you could not efcape ; 
and probably we, and all the Franks in the city, 
would fuffer for it : it would at all events caufe a 
dreadful convulfion in the place, and you would your- 
felf fall a facrlfice tait. 

Not long fince I was converfing on this fubjeft with 
a gentleman of my acquaintance, and mentioned it 
with fome afperity, as 'arifmg from a fpirit of bigotry 
peculiar to Mahomedans. — " My good Sir,'* faid he, 
" let me undeceive you ! the very fame would be done 
in moft parts of Spain. I was one day," continued 
lie, '' walking in a town in Spain, in company with. 
the wife of a gentleman who refided there, who were 
both well known, and bore the moft unexceptionable 
charaftcr. Seeing me however walking with her, the 
populace, as we paflfed, held up two fingers fignifi- 
cantly, and cried to her. What a cuckold is your huf- 
band ! and concluded with ' Todas las Inglefas fon 

putas,* or, ' All Engliih women are s.'* He 

added, " that he was even in Cadiz, where commer- 
cial 
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cial intercourfe renders them rather more liberal than 
in other parts of the countJry, frequentl^r accoftcd by 
iittle children themfelves, with ' Crees in Dies ?* Do 
you believe in Godi and foraetimes forming^ croft 
with the thumb of the right hand and the fotranger, 
* Crees en efte ? Crees en efte ? No ! No ! Ah Ju- 
dio ! Moro ! Barbaro ! Bruto ! Proteftante ! Puerco ! 
Voia al los Infernos ! !* In Englifh — Do you bdievc 
in this ? Do yon believe in this ? No ! No ! Ah Jew ! 
*Moor ! Barbarian ! Proteftant ! Hog ! Go to Hell IV* 

So much for human beneficence and charity, un* 
der the foftering aufpices of religion ! 

The houfe of Mr. — — , where I, was fo hofpi- 
tably lodged, was a magnificent edifice, built in all 
the fulnefs of Eaftern grandeur and luxury, and fur- 
niflied with^all the fpiendour md ftate of Turkey^ 
united with the taftc and opulence of Great Britain* 
It was indeed a houfe in - which vpluptuoufnefs itfelf 
might fit down with fatisfafftion — The raoft unaffcfted 
hofpitality and generous benevolence invited and 
fpread the board, and politenefs and aflfability prefided 
over alL Never fliall I forget it^^— never {hall I think 
of it without gratitude and efteem, 

A gentleman of the opulence and confequence of 

Mn , with a houfe fuch as I have defcribed, 

and a difpofition to focial enjoyment, was not, yoii 
will conclude, without a refort of company and 
friends ; in truth, he had friends even ^ among tlife 
better fort of Turks. Parties of pleafure had no in- 
termiffion while I was there ; and as the ladies of Eu- 
rope or of European extraftion in that country arc 
highly accompHfhed, fpeak many languages, are inde- 
fatigable in their efforts lo pleafe, and receive ftran- 
gers from Europe with a joy and fatisfaftion not to 
be defcribed, Aleppo would have been to me an Ely- 
fmm, if the pleafures of the place did not from the 
beginning fuffer diminution from my own painful fcn- 



^q5 frequent broils at ALEPPO. 

fations, which were aggravated at lad by an incident 
that arofe from my intercourfe there-^of which more 
hereafter* /• . ' * , 

.While I remained at Aleppo, I walked, as I before 
told you, frequently about the ftreets ; and I think I 
never was witnefs to fo many broils in all my life put 
together, as I was in my wanderings there — Not a 
time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, 
three, and fometimes half a dozen or more. They, 
have nothing terrible in them however, and, were it 
not extremely dilgufting to fee men fcold, would be 
very entertaining ; for I will venture to fay that a 
ftrcet battle " a la Turque'* is pne of the moft ludi- 
crous exhibitions in the world. The parties approach 
to each other, and retreat mutually, as the aftion of 
the one gives hopes, to the other of viftory, lifting 
their hands, and flourifliiftg them in the air, as if ready 
\o flrike every moment, grinning and gnaftiing their 
teeth, while their beard and whifkfers befprent with 
the fpume of their mouths, and wagiing with the 
quick motion of their lips and ghaftly contortions of 
their jaws, prefent the moft ridiculous fpeftacle imagi- . 
nable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in 
an old Engliili ballad :— 

'Tis merry; in the hall, 

When beards \^ag ^11. . • . 

Nothing, in faft, can exceed the extravagance of 
their gefture : the vehement loudncfs of their voice, 
or the whimfical diftortions of their countenances, in 
which are difplayed fometimes the quickeft viciilitudes 
of fear and fury, and fometimes the moft laughable 
combination of both. All this time, howeyer, not a 
lingle blow is aftually ftruck ; but they compenfate 
for the want of bodily prowefs by the exercife of the 
tongue, denouncing vengeance againft each other, 
threatening inftant demolition, lavifliing every bitter 

reproach. 



Teprdach, every filthy iepithfet, a[nd every hombfc^im-r 
precatiori that they can think of j and" Irbtlf ibbafting 
occafionally of' their patience jtnd forbearftcSJei^ 'which 
fortunately enabted fhem to refrain' frorti ■ annihilating 
their adverfafy. ' At laft the fray gradually decays : 
cxhaufted '\?^ith' fatigue, and half clioaked with duft * 
and vociferation, they retreat gradually backw^ds \.6 
their own doors ; where fumming up all their malig- 
nity into a moft, horrid execration, they part for the 
time, and retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl 
away their rage, in the receffes of their haram. 

Yet thofe people are found ^terrible in battle by the 
Chriftian troops that have from time to time been op- 
pofed to them r her^,^if proof be wahttrig of* the ef- 
fefts of religion on the\humanL mind, is an incontrover- 
tible one Qf^ its .p.CLwerfn I,, operations. Under the in- 
fluence of their faith, which tells them that they go 
to-Paradife iuflantly if killed in battle with Infidels, 
they perform prodigies of valour fighting- againft 
Chriftians ; : while, forbidden by that faith to imbrue 
their hands in the blood of a- true' believer^ their pafl 
fions have been gradually brought under the dominion 
of their religion, till that which at firfl was faith at 
laft becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and 
courage of the man has. funk into the degrading and 
cmafculant efforts of the woman. 

The praftice of fighting, or perfonal confli(fts be- 
tween individuals of the fame fociety, Yetms to have 
been condemned by the univerfal confent of all reli- 
gions. The Gentoos, as well as all the other fefts 
qf the various parts of the Eaft through which I have 
travelled, give vent to their pafiion in nearly the fame 
. manner as the Turks. The Chriflians too are mod: 
ftrtftly forbidden to ftrike one another by the great 
Author of their fi|ith : but it is their good fortune, 
tliat they not only have the befl: religion in the world 
for. their guidance^ but that they are the only people 

• • • 
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in the world who claim exemption from the penalties 
of that religion, and think themfelves wronged and 
their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the 
privilege of breaking through its rules whenever thofc 
rules are at variance with their convenience. 

Be it your care, my dear child, to fortify your 
mind with the fpirit of true religion and found roora- 
Kty, and let your prafticc in life be ever guided by 
their precepts. 
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1 HE avidity with which human creatures 
fearch for fomething to recreate the mind and kdep it 
in exercife, is of itfelf a convincing proof of the natu- 
ral adivity of our intellefiual faculties, and {hews 
that, like the different parts of the body, they were 
given by Providence to be called into effort and im- 
proved by praftice. As they who by the favours of 
opulence are exempted from the neceflity of adual 
bodily labour, are obliged to have recourfe to artifi- 
cial labour called exercife ; fo they who have the mis- 
fortune to be precluded from the employment of the 
mind by bufinefs, are obliged to feek mental exerdfc 
in a variety of expedients, fome of which are crimi- 
nal, fome foolifh, and fome good for nothing or indif- 
ferent. Cards, dice, and games of chance are (ac- 
cording to the extent to which they are carried) of 
the two former — tale and novel-reading of the two 
latter. ITxofe however fcrve to occupy the vacant 
4 hours 
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hours of all the idle and unemployed. Abd when 
letters deny their friendly aid, we find among our- 
fclves the deficiency fupplied from the lefs ample re- 
sources of the memory ; and ftory-telling, love tales, 
fairy tales, anci goblin and ghoft adventures, are reci- 
. ted round the villager's fire or the kitchen hearth in 
as great numbers, with as much ingenuity, and to as, 
great efieft, as they are to be found written in the 
innumerable volumes on the fhelves of our circulating 
libraries. 

*In Turkey, where the art of printing has not yet 
been known, where the circulation of literary produc- 
.tions is chained cjown within the narrow compafs of 
manufcript, and where therefore the efforts of genius 
are repreflcd by difcouragement, the bufmefs of ftory- 
telling makes in itfelf a profeflion, which, as it i$ ac- 
quired by ftudy and profecuted with art, is folfoteed 
with confiderable pro^t. ..; 

One day a friend (a Frencli gentleman} who ef- 
corted me through the town, called to draw me out 
with him for a walk ; he faid he wiflied to fhew me' 
fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thought I 
ihould be entertained with H view of them. 1 agreed 
to go ; and he brought me to two, which, after he 
had fhewn to me and explained their principle, police, 
'and etiquette, 1 could not help admiring and ap- 
proving. To both'^efe were attached eating-houfes 
and coffee-houfes, and every appendage that could 
render them convenient and comfortable. As we were 
about leaving the laft, I obferved my friend ftop and 
lifteti attentively. , " Come hither," faid he, after a 
minute's paufe— " come into this coffee-houfe, here is 
fomething going forward that may amufe you." 

We accordingly entered the coffee-houfe, where we 
faw a number of people, fome feated in the Turkifli 
faffiion, fome on low ftools^ and fome ftanding ; and 
in the middle a man walking to and fro, fpeaking in 

o an 
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an audible voice," fometimcs flowly, ■ fometimes witfe 
rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the in^ 
fleftions of a correfponding fenfe. I could not uiidcr-- 
ftand him, but he feemed to me to fpeak with ** good 
emphafis and good difcretion :'* his aftion was cafy to 
him, though expreflive and emphatical ; and his coun- 
tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreiSon. 
I could not help (taring with aftonifhment at a fccnc 
fo new to me, and felt great approbation of the tones 
and manner of this extraordinary orator, thougb I 
cou^not underftand a fingle word he faid. He%as 
liftened to by all with great attention, and the Turks 
(albeit not ufcd to the laughing mood) frequently bc^ 
trayed ftrong fymptoms of rifibility :.but in the height 
.and torrent of his fpeech he broke fuddenly off, 
fcampered out of the door and difappeared. I fet it 
down that he was a maniac or lunatic of an rDgenious 
kind, and was for gQing away.., ^'. Stay,** fays my 
friend, " reft where you are lor a few minutes. Id 
us hear further." 

The orator had fcarcely been gone three minutes 
when the roonj was filled with the buzz of converfa- 
tion, a word of which I could not underftand, but 
which my guide liftened to very attentively. At 
length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon in- 
creafed into clamour ; when a fcene enfued of fo very 
ludicrous a kind as forced me to cram my handker- 
chief into my mouth to fupprefs a laugh, or at leaft fo 
to ftifle it as 'to avoid obfervation. In fliort, they 
were difputing violently, and the beards were, as I 
once before mentioned to you, all Vagging. I 
became more convulfed with mirth ; and my friend 
feeing that I was likely to give offence, took me under 
the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houfe : we 
retired into a porch in the caravanfera, where I gave 
vent to my fupprefled laughter till my fides were fore 
and my eyes ran tears. 

<« In 
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" In the name of God,* my friend I" faid I, " tell 

me what is the meaning of all that extravagant fcene 

to which we have juft now been witnefs : who is that 

^ madman that fpoke fo much ? and why did they all 

quarrel after he wefit away ?" 

" Come, tfome/* faid he, " let us retire to my 
houfe, and I will there explain the whole of it to you^ 
fi-oni beginning to ending/* ^ 

I accordingly accompanied hiift home, where we 
fotfnd a very gay circle affembled, to whom he de- 
fctlbed my aftoniOiment ; recounting my immqfierate 
laughter, till they all laughed very nearly as in:iiftode* 
xately as myfelf. ^ " You muft know,'* faid he, ad- 
drefling himfelf to me, " that he whom you took to 
be a madman, is one of the moft celebrated compo- 
fcrs and telleris of ftories in Afiji, and only wants the 
aid of printing, to be perhaps •as eminent in reputa- 
tion for making ConYEs, as Jtfarmontef or Madame 
T)*Anois. As w# paffed along I heard his voice, and^ 
knowing it, refolved to let you fee him, and brought 
you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining the 
company with a very curious, intcrefting, and comical 
ftory ; the fubjeft of whrch was avarice ; the hero a 
mifer of the name of Caflem. His mifery and ava^ 
rice are reprefented in it as bringing him into a va-* 
ricty of fcrapes, which wafte his wealth ; and his 
charafter is drawn with fuch ftrength of colouringj 
and marked with fuch grotefque lines .of humour — he 
related it moreover with fo much wit'j in fuch admi- 
rable language, and embelliflied and enforced it with 
fuch appropriate aftion, utterance, and emphafis — that 
it riveted, as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, 
and extorted laughter even from Turkifti gravity,** 

*' But how came he to break off fo fuddcnly ?** 
faid I. 

'^ lliat,** returned my friend, " is a part of the 
art of his profelSon, without which he could not- live : 

o 2 \u{t 
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jufl: as he gets to a mofl: interelUng part of the ftory, 
when he has wound the imagination of his auditors 
up to the higheft climax of expeftation, he purpofdy 
breaks oflf to make them eager for the reft. He 
is fure to have them all next day, with additional 
numbers who come on their report, and he makes 
his terms to finifli the ftory." 

" Why then,'' interrupted I, " why did they who 
remained behind fall difputing ?'* 

" That I will explain to you,** faid he. Juif as 
he broke off, Caffem the mifer (who, as far as I 
heard, feems as well drawn as Moliere's Avare) 
having already fulFered a thoufand whimfical misfor- 
tunes and dilapidations of fortune, .is brought before 
the cadi for digging in his garden, on the prefump- 
tion that he was digging for treafure. As foon as 
the hiftorian was gone, they firft applauded him, and 
then began to difcufs Jns ftory — :which they one and 
all agreed in praifing highly and when they came to 
talk of the probable iflue of the fequel of it, there 
were almoft as many opinions as there were men in 
company ; each maintained his own, and they went 
to loggerheads as you faw about it — when the chance 
is a thoufand to one, that not one of them was near the 
mark. One in particular furmifed that Caffem would 
be married to the cadi's daughter ; which gave great 
offence to feme, and roufed another of the company 
to declare, that he was well affured in his confcicncc 
that Caffem would be brought to the baftinado or the 
ftake, or elfe hanged, in the fequel." 

" And is it polSble," faid 1, " that a group of 
twenty or thirty rational beings can be fo far bereft 
of all common fenfe, as to difpute upon ihe refult 
of a contigency, which abfplutely depends on the 
arbitrary fancy of an acknowledged fabricator of falfe- 
hoods ?" 



cc />» 



Ce/i 



MANNERS OF THE TURKS. ^ I 2 

** C^efl vraij Monfieur ? and thereby they demon- 
ftrate the power of the poet (for poet we may call 
him) ; and entre nous, I doubt whether it is not more 
• rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the 
denouement ought to be before than after the inventor 
of the piece has difpofed of it, as is the praftice with 
us. When he has once finifhed his fable, you will 
find them all content, and the voice of criticifm filent. 
Now in France or England, our critics lie perdue, 
inr order to attack the poet, let him finifh his per- 
formance how he may. But you will recoUeft, Mon- 
fieur, that in Turkey criticifm is the honefl fpontaneous 
iffue of the heart, and with us is a trade, where 
fometimes lucre, Sometimes vanity, but oftener than 
both, envy and malice direft the decifion, and difpofe 
to cavil and cenfure. 

** But we will go again to-morrow," continued he, 
*• probably he will be there to conclude or proceed 
further with his ftory;" I agreed to this and we parted. 

On Hhe next day we went, and not feeing the 
orator in his place, lounged about the caravanfera, 
and "going to another* coflPee-houfe found him de- 
claiming with all his might. My friend told me 
that the ftory he was -now on was quite different 
from the former : however we watched his motions 
fo effeftually that we got the conclufion of the ftory 
of Caffem, which completely difappointed the prog- 
noftics of the two conflifting Turkifh critics ; for 
Caflem was neither baftinadoed, ftaked, or hanged, 
nor married to the cadi*s daughter, but lived to fee 
that extreme avarice was folly ; and to be fenfible 
that to n^ke the proper ufe of the goods of this life 
is to enjoy them. 



O 3 LETTER. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



JVIy laft letter has fliewn you, that the con- 
ceptions of genius, though they may want the aid 
of the prefs to bring them in full and perfeft dif- 
clofure to the world, will yet burft through their 
bounds, and find fome means of communication with 
mankind ; for though the art of printing be unknown 
in Turkey, the emanations* of fuperior intellcft and 
fancy fiiid their way to the general ear through the 
medium of public declamation in cofFee-houfes. This 
letter will ferve to fliew you that malverfation in office, 
public delinquency, and all thofe crimes of the^reat, 
which with us are cognizable by no tribunal but that 
of the public prefs, are not altogether fo exempt 
from the lalh and expofure of iht fatirift in Turkey, 
as the want of that great palladium of freedom .would 
difpofe us to believe ; and that, incredible a*k; it may 
appear, the magiftrates are held up to ridictllc in 
public exhibition, fatirifed with all the extravagant 
vulgarity of coarfe humour and unpoliflied wit, and 
expofed with all the bitter exaggerations of en- 
venomed genius. 

The French gentleman whom I mentioned, to you 
in my laft, as having procured me that pleafant repaft 
at the coftee-houfe, called on me a morning or two 
after that, and reminded me how highly I feemed 
to be entertained ; faid, there were often to be fcen, 
by walking about and going into public places, a 
variety of things, which however worthlefs and un-. 

entertaining 
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entertaining In themfclves, might, from the novelty 
of their appearance, and their unlikelinefs to any thing 
fecn in Europe, ferve either to* divert by their oddity, 
or promote the conception of new ideas in the mind : 
he therefore recommended it to me* with all the zeal 
of a perfoa who took an interell in my happinefs, 
to keep on my legs and in the ftreets while I remained 
at Aleppo. ; 

You will conclude that I readily complied, and 
we fallied out direftly in queft of adventure. We 
proceeded, therefore, to one of the beforementioned 
coffee-houfes, where, as my friend obferved to me, 
though there were no people of great rank, there 
was generally fomething to aflford contemplation or 
amufement ; and Avhere, if nothing elfe occured, the 
motley appearance of the company was fufficient 
to excite a variety of whimfical emotions, ^d fug- 
geft numberlefs ludicrous images to the imagination 
of an Englifli or French man. As there was no 
oratoiu at work declaiming, I had time to indulge 
mjfelf with a more accurate view than I had before 
taken of the group J:hat furrounded us : and furely 
never was ponderous gravity more ludicroufly, or 
in more various forms depifted by any caricaturift in 
the YfWHf — Here it was to be feen, in all its (hadings, 
from the felf-iraportant nod of ferious cogitation, 
down to the foporific afpeft of ftolid ftupidity. Not 
a mufcle wa$ moved in way of mirth, not a face 
difgraced with a fmile, and I could not help think- 
ing all the time, that if every nation of the earth 
was to take fomc animal for its infignia, as the 
Britifh afliime the lion, and the Pruffian the eagle, 
the Turks might be divided in their choice between 
the appropriate claims of the owl and the afs. 

Soon after we entered, a band of what they called 
mufic, ftruck up a concert. And here again the 
notipn of thg owl and the afs ftruck me with increa- 

o 4 ie4 
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fed force, as peculiarly prefiding over their mufic : for 
no other combination of founds that I know on earth, 
but the fcreeching of the one, and the braying of the 
other, could form any thing to refemble this concert, 
with which the aditory feemed vailly pleafed, though 
I was obliged to betake myfelf to flight, in order to 
get relief from the torture it give me. The Turks, 
however, as I retreated, honoured me with a few 
remarks, which as I did not underftand, I could not 
pre^ifely feel ; my friend however told me, they were 
to the effeft that we were Frangi Dumus (Frank 
Hog), and had no more ear than that filthy animal 
for mufic. 

Come, faid my friend, don't be difcouraged ! — But 
the mufic — the mufic ! interrupted I.^ — Well then, faid 
he, the mufic, or rather the founds were execrable 
to be fure ; they have at lead ferved to eftabliih 
this certainty, that there is nothing, however difcord- 
ant or deteflable, which habit will not reconcile us tOt 
Doubt not, faid he, that the beft piece of Handel or 
Correlli, performed by the beft band in Rome, would 
^ appear as ridiculous to them, as their concert did to 
us. 

We vifited many cofFee-houfes in the courfe of that 
day, in every ofie of which we found fomething to 
divert or difguft us ; at length as we entered one, my 
friendly guide turninjj to me with fatisfaftion in his 
countenance, faid " Here is fomething about to go 
forward that will pleafe you better than the concert 
of mufic.** What is it faid I ? A drama, returned he ; 
a drama, to you moft certainly of a new and extra- 
ordinary kind ; and I do aflure you that fo zealous 
am I to procure you enrertainment, I would rather 
than ^ couple of louis' you could underftand what 
is going forward : your hearty mirth and laughter, 
added he, are fufficicnt to put one in fpirits. He then 
direfted my attentioii to a fellow who was bufily em- 

ployed 
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ployed in erefting a ftage, which he accomplifhed 
in a time incredibly ftiort. The light of the fun was. 
completely excluded, and a puppet Ihew commenced, 
which gave great delight to all the audience, and ig- 
norant as I was of the language, pleafed me very 
much. 

I was aftoniflied when informed that one man only 
fpoke for all the perfonages of thc-^^rama, for to 
artfully did,he change his tone of voice, that I could 
have fworn there had been as many people to fpeak, 
as there were charafters in the piece. The images 
were not aftually puppets, commonly fo called, but 
fhadows done in the manner of Aftley's Ombres Chi^ 
noifes. They were, however, far inferior to his in 
execution and management, though the dialogue 
and incident evidently appeared even to me, to be 
executed with a degree of the vis comica far fupc-. 
rior to any I ever faw in a thing of the kind in 
Europe ; indeed fo perfeft was the whole, that though 
I knew not a word of the language, I comprehended 
dearly the plan of the piece, and many of the ftrokes 
of humour contained in the dialogues. — The. plan was 
obvioufly taken from a ftory which I have read in 
fome.of the Eaftern tales, I believe the Arabian Nights 
Entertainments, and it is founded on the law of the 
country, that a man may repudiate his wife twice, and 
take her back again ; but in the event of a third 
divorce, cannot retake her to his marriage-bed, unlefs 
flic be previoufly married and divorced by another 
man. To obviate which, hufbands who repent having 
divorced their wives a third time, employ a man to 
marry them, and reftore her back again ; and he who 
does this office is called a Hullah. — ^In the piece before 
us, however, the Lady and the Hullah like each other 
fo well, that they agree not to feparate ; the hufband 
brings them both before the cadi to enforce a fepara* 
tion } and the fcene before the cadi was as ludicrous, 

and 
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skkJ as keen a fatire upon thofc magiftrates as can well 
be conceived, though of the low kind. 

The piece was introduced with a grand nuptial 
proceffion, in which the mafter difplayed the power» 
of his voice by uttering a variety of the moft oppofite 
tones in the whole gamut of the human voice ; ibme- 
times fpeaking, fometimes fqiieaking like a hurt child, 
fometimes huz^ing as a man, a woman, or a child ; 
fometimes neighing like a horfe, and fometimes in- 
terfperfing it with other fuch founds as commonly occur 
ID crowds, in fuch a manner as adoniihed me : while 
the concomitant a£):ion of the images, grotefque bc^ 
yood meafure, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and 
throwing their riders, affcs biting thofc near them, and 
kicking thofe behind them, who retire limping in the 
mod ridiculous manner ; while their great (landing 
charafler in all pieces, Kara-ghuse (the fame as 
our Punch), raifed a general roar of obftrepcrous 
mirth even from the Turks, with His whimfical a£lion, 
of which I muft fay that, though nonfefical, though 
indecent, and fometimes even difgufting, it was on^the 
whole the moft finifhed compofition of low ribaldry 
and fun that I ever beheld. 

When they come before the cadi, he is feated in 
his divan of juftice; but as foon as the complaint is 
opened and anfwered, he rifes and comes forward be- 
tween the contending parties : here he turns to one 
and demands in a terrific tone what he has to fay, 
while the other puts cafli in his hand behind, and in 
proportion as the cafh is counted in, increafes the terror 
of his voice; he then pockets the money, and again turns 
to the other, and demands what he has to offer, while 
in like manner he receives the bribes from his ad- 
verfary and puts it in an oppofite pocket : this alternate 
application lafts till the purfes of both are exhaufted, 
when, giving a great groan, he retires on one fide to 
reckon the money of each from a pocket he has oi> 

either 
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cither fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defend- 
ant ; when balancing them, he finds plaintiff better 
hy one afper (or three-halfpence J than defendant^ 
and pronounces his judgment accordingly. The de- 
fendant appeals to the bafliaw ; they go before him : 
Kara-ghuse (Punch) however, takes the defendant 
afide, and in a dialogue, which my friend affured 
mc was pointed, witty, and bitterly fatkjcal, developes 
to him the whole fyften of magiflratical injuftice, 
advifes him to bribe the bafliaw, and declaring his 
zeal for all young people fond of amorous enjoy- 
ment (which he is at fome pains to enlarge upon to the 
cxceff of indelicacy), offers him the aid of his purfc. 
The acdvice is followed ; the bribe is accepted ; the 
cadi's decree is reverfcd, atid himfelf difgraced, and the 
mob at once hudle him and bear the Hullah home to 
his bride with clamoura of joy. Here again the 
mafter fliewed his extraordinary powers, giving not 
only, as before, diftinft and oppofite tones of voice, 
but huddling a number of different founds with fuch 
ikilr and rapidity together, that it was fcarcely poflible 
to refift the perfuafion that they were the iffue of a 
large and tumultuous crowd of men and animals. 
With this extravagant melange the curtain dropped, 
and the performance ended. *"> 

Returning home we converfed together on the fab- 
jcft of the piece, which I confefs I could not get out 
of my head for fome time. My friend explained to 
me, as well as he could recolleft, a great part of 
the dialogue,'- and affured me, that the freedom of 
fpeech of Monfieur Kara-ghuse had from time to 
time created a great deal of uneafinefs, not only to 
private offending individuals, but to the magiftracy it- 
ielf — that no offender, however intrenched behind 
power, or enflirined in rank, could efcapehim — that 
bafhaws, cadis, nay the Janiffaries themfelves, were 
often made the fport of his fury ; that he was not 

more 
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more reflrained in the efFufions of obfcenity which he 
uttered, than in his fatire ; that he was always well 
received and applauded, even venerated (as we vene- 
rate the liberty of the prefs) as a bold teller of truth, 
who with little mifchief does a great deal of good, and 
often roufes the lethargic public mind to a fenfe of 
public dangers and injuries. He added, that in fome 
cafes the magiftrate had been obliged to interfere; 
and the bafliaw himfelf was ferioufly called upon at 
times to flop the licentious tongue of this champion of 
freedom, Kara-ghuse. 

*' Well then," faid I, "it appears upon the whole 
that Monfieur Kara-ghuse is a very great black- 
guard, but a very witty, and a very honeft one." 

" You have jtoft hit it," faid he ; " and if Mafter 
Kara-ghufe was to take fuch liberties in France, Spain, 
Portugal, or Germany, all hia wit and honefty would 
not fave him from punifliment.* In England you do 
not want him ; every man there is a Kara-ghuse, 
and every newfpaper a puppet-fliew." 

** And yet," returned I, " we complaiil fadly of 
want of liberty !" 

*^ That is natural," returned my fagacious French- 
man, "perfeftly natural. Liberty .. is Jike money; 
the more we have' of it, the more covetous we grow." 

*^ Very true, Monfieur," faid I, pleafed with his 
compliment to our happy conftitution, and to clinch 
his obfervation, gave a Latin quotation, which when 
a child I got out of Lilly's Grammar, *' Crefcit amor 
nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit ;" and then 
changing nummus for libertas, " Crefcit amor liber- 
tatis, quantum ipfa libertas crefcit." 

** *Tis very well, Monfieur," faid he ; *' and to 
carry on your allufion, may we not fay, that they who 
do not know when they have enough, are as danger- 
oufly wrong in the one cafe, as thofe who fay we 
have too much, are in the other ? The EngliQi com- 

plaining 
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plaining of the want of liberty,- reminds me of the 
coffce-houfc orator's ftory of Caflem, who, wallowing 
in wealth, 16ft it all in the wild purfuit of more.— I 
hope however that they never will, like him, lofe their 
&ocJl in vain endeavours to increafe it." 



LETTER XXXV. 



W HILE I was, in the manner I have already 
mentioned, endeavouring to pafs away the time as 
cheerfully as poffible, iSl a caravan was formed, or 
Company's difpatches were coming pver land, of 
which I might avail myfelf ; I found my fituation in 

the houfe of Mr. growing extremely criticaL 

That gentleman, of whofe good fenfe, and truly ex^ 
cellent difpofition, I had too manifold proofs to call 
them in queftion, had, though fallen into the vale of 
years, married' his lady at a ^very tender age. She 
was then young, beautiful, full of fenfibility, and 
gifted with fuch natural endowments both of mind and 
perfon, accompanied with all thofe accomplifhments 
vrhich helped to drefs them to advantage, that fhe 
might well be acquitted of vanity, even though fancj 
fuggefted to her flie was fit to grace and confer hap- 
pinefs on a younger bed ; while refleftion on the ob- 
vious difparity of the match (which the cool temper 
of fatiety poffibly fuggefted to him) might perliap^ 
have alarmed his mind to circumftances of probable- 
danger, that, before wedlock, were all hid behind tlir 
deceptive veil of paflion. Whether thefc v.ere i]\r 

private. 
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private fentiments that influenced both or either of 
them, I cannot prefume to determine, though I tfeitik 
it probable : for I was not- long in the houfe till I 
plainly perceived they were on a very bad footing 
with each oth'er^ and in Ihort that difagreement was 
become habitual to them. At firft, that is to fay, for 
a few days after my becoming an inmate of their 
houfe, decency enforced concealment, and the ebulli- 
tions of peevifhnefs were flifled by the diftates of 
prudence : but the animofities of the connubial ftatc 
are thofe which of all others are the mod impatient 
under control; and as time, by producing familia- 
rity, relaxed reftraint, the pent-up pafl5ons bftgan to 
force their way,, and open bickering took:place in my 
prefence* 

It is but barely doing juftice to myfelf to fay, that 
I felt the moft poignant coliccm at feeing a couple, 
each fo perfeftly amiable in all other refpcfts, blaft- 
ing the hours that fliould-be given to harmony and 
love, in jarring reproach, and recrimination ; and I 
would have given all I was worth that T had never 
had occafion to efteem them fo much, or that I could 
give them that peace which feemed to have flown them 
for ever* Fain would I caft a veil over the whole 
tranfaftion ; fain would I bury it, "Siren from myfelf, 
in oblivion : but it has been made by my enemies the 
fubjeft of triumphant flander ; and to do juftice to 
myfelf, and difclaim the extent of guilt which they 
would impute to me, I am reluftantly obliged to avow 
the fliare 1 had, and declare how the matter really 
flood. I muft fpeak the truth, and hope you will not 
conceive that I defignedly lean too heavily upon any 
one, to eafe myfelf of my fliare of the load. 

Whatever domeftic uneafinefs ' may fubfift between 
a married pair, the man, if prudent, will endeavour to 
conceal it ; and the wonian, if truly virtuous, will take 
care lo do fo : fliould great difparity of age (as in the 

prefent 
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prefent inftance) be the cafe, the lady is more partktt- 
larfy boUnd to conceal any uneafinefs, left it fhould be 
attributed to that caufe which people arc in fuch 
cafes too prone to fufpeft, diflike to her hsifband ; atid 
before young men, above all, (he fhgufd be moft ex- 
emplary, as flie muft well know that their natural va- 
nity,' combined with the leading idea of her avcrfioii 
and infidelity to her hufband, fuggeft ideas to them 
from whence their warm imaginations draw inferences 
of a nature too pleafing to be parted with, and too 
probable npt to be put in praftice, or at leaft at- 
tcnipted. Here then a woman at once lays berfetf 
fairly iftpen to the aifault» of illicit love. I think it 
Vrill not . be denied, that the woman who promulgates 
the difagreements between her and her hufband, par- 
jlicularly if (he fufFers a young man to be privy to it, 
is either extremely jgnofant, or intentionally vkious, 
or both. 

That the lady I alludct to may in fome refpcft be 
acquitted of this impu|;ation, I muft tell you, that fee 
3was only eighteen years of age ; her tender, inexpe- 
rienced, mind had not yet arrived to that maturity 
i^hicfa gives found judgment ; and though of good 
natural talents, highly cultivated (for flie fpoke flu- 
ently Englifli,' JPi-ench, Italian, Arabic, Perfiau, and 
the Greek and Turkifti languages), (he yet was fim- 
plc, innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world, 
and incapable of reafoning from caufes up to confc- 
quences. But unfortunately that fimplicity is at- 
tended with as much mifchief, though not guilt, as 
the wilful mifconduft of the more experienced ; it has 
tl?c fame baleful effefts with the hearers, infpires the 
fame confidence, emboldens with the fame hopes, and 
leads to the fame pernicious praf^ices. 

I have already mentioned, and will now remind 
you, that I was then young;* ^Perhaps it was owing 
to a congeniality pointed out'bv our age, perhaps to 

a com^ 
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a compaiEonate politenefs amounting to tenderaefs^ 
ivhich I always difclofe4 on thofe unhappy occafions, 
joined perhaps to the ardent look of youth kindled by 
the imaginations to which this imprudent conduft in- 
fenfibly gave birth, that the lady thought proper to 
take the very hazardous ftcp of making a confidant of 
a young man and a foldier — and revealing to me the 
whole tale of her grievances, with a pathetic elo- 
quence, that would have made an impreflion upon a 
much lefs fufceptible heart than mine. I declare k 
moft folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of 
confidence and efteem communicated to my heart 
ftrong fenfations of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got 
the better of myfelf at firft, as to receive the whole 
with the fame appearance of tranquillity, as if I had 
been only a confidential female friend. I pitied, it 
is true ; — I exprefled my pity ; — I advifed, not trca- 
cheroufly but faithfully ; — I faid fuch things as otcirr- 
red to me to be moft likely to affuage and extinguifh 
the flame of difcord, and lead to an amicable adjuft- 
raent ; and I parted for that time with her to go to a 
felf-approving pillow, where, while my fancy was in- 
flamed and tickled by the flattering mark of regard 
fliewn me by fo all-accompliflied a perfon, I had the 
foothing delightful confcioufnefs of having, as far as 
I was able, done my duty, and efcaped the corroding 
refleftion of having violated the rights of hofpitality. 

Not an opportunity however afterwards offered, 
that the fame unhappy point was not the fubjeft of 
difcuflion, and unfortunately thofe opportunities but 
too frequently occurred ; till :.t length we began to 
feel that they v/ere the fweeteft minutes of our lives, 
and were fought for with induftrious avidity by both 
of us. No human refolution was fufl[icient to with- 
ftand fuch an unlucky concurrence of, circumftances : 
from lamenting the grievances, we wiflied to remove 
them 5 from wiihing, we proceeded to confider the 
2 means. 
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means ; and when we had got that length, the flight 
v^ not far to the extreme end— -the execution of it. 
My paffions 4iurried me before them, my expreffions 
^ew gradually more ai)d more unguarded, our cofa- 
vcrfation became more intercfting and warm ; and 
' though I felt and ftruggled to be guided by the ftrift 
principles of honour, and formed a thoufand refolu-^ 
lions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by in- 
juring the man who had treated me with fuch kind- 
ncfs, the ftruggle became too fevere for m>— the de- 
fire of pleaiing a lovely woman, who had repofed fuch 
unbounded confidence, in me, and who feemcd to ex- 
pcft and require of me to alleviate her mifery, at 
length bore down all the oppofitions fuggefted by rea- 
fon and principle, and 1 agreed to become the inftru- 
n^t of her removal from this unhappy fituation. 
We fell — ^but not intirely. There is one length to 
/which no earthly confideration— ^no allurement how- 
ever dazzling could tempt me — ^it is now the moft 
cordial coirfolation to my mind ; I never fuflfered my- 
felf to think of trefpaffing on the decorum of his 
houfe, nor did we in any fingle inftance carry our in- 
tcrcourfe to a direflr violation of his bed. Though 
the tranfports of youthful paffion hurried us into 
converfations and refleftions on the fubjeft of her de- 
termination to be feparated from her huAand, yet 
that pailion was of too delicate a kind to fmk into the 
brutal fordid indulgence of difhonourable flolen em- 
braces. She wifhed for that feparation, rather as a 
fubterfugc from inceflant diurnal mifery, than as a 
prelude to any vicious or illicit enjoyment ; and we 
looked with pleafure to the event, but we looked no 
further. 

It is thus that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are 
hurried on ftep by ftep, fondly imagining that each 
fucceffive objeft, which bounds our fight, will flop our 
headlong career ; while alas ! . every ftep we advance 

p givd 
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gives additional rapidity to our defcent : like the ceif- 
tripetal force of a projeftile, our pace increafes with 
uniformly accelerated motion — till difdaining all con- 
trol, and breaking down every impediment that r^a- 
foti;' morality, or honour throw in the way to refcue 
us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpeftedly into 
the laft gulph of vice and infamy. 

Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the 

Erefent cafe, which arrefted our progrefs down this 
fdeous defcefeit, and referved us both I hope to con- 
viftion of our folly, and repentance of our error. And 
I have the confolation to refleft, that out of fucha 
hoft of dangers and temptations as I was befet with, 
1 have efcaped without the aftual perpetration of a 
deed, which would, had it Happened, in all probabf- 
lity have embittered my life. 

While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fe- 
crecy of expreffing our genuine fentiments, her huf- 
band difcovered our wiflies, and all at once took the 
neceflary meafures for preventing them. ' So that^ 
overwhelmed with grief and'fliame, I direftly formed 
the refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed in the 
beft maimer I could on my.deftination. 

Thus you fee, my dear Frederick, was your fa- 
ther, by failing to refift the firft impreffions of an un- 
lawful and diflionourable paflion, infenfibly ted to the 
very brink of a precipice, thr bare remembrance of 
which now makes him Ihudder with horror. The 
ftory, by means unneceflary for me to mention, took 
wind. The folly of fome, the malice of others, and . 
the unaccountable propenfity to falfehood of more, 
trumpeted it about with many exaggerations to my 
injury, and I wa,s held up as the deliberate feducer of 
innocence: but the whotej tranfaftioir is exaft|y as I 
have ftated it ; and the difagreements previous ta my 
arrival at Aleppo, which, in telling the ftory, they 
ptirpafcly left outy were of fuch public notoriety, that 

every 
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tvcty European, even the conful hiitifelf, was fully 
acquainted with them. This is the confequence of a 
deviation from the ftrift rule of right. Treafure it 
up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten ; 
and let it operate as a, caution to you, how yciii en- 
tangle yourfelf in the fnares of women : recolleft that 
my efcape was Angularly fortunate, and the mere efFeft 
of^^cident ; and flatter not yourfelf, that becaufe ac- 
cident ferved in one cafe it will in another. Provi- 
dence has, for the wifeft of purpofeal^, implanted in 
our nature a fondnefs for the fair fex ; and fo long 
as it is ufed prudently and virluoufly, it conftitutes 
the firft happinefs of life ; but if on the contrary^ it 
ftimulates us to excefs, impels to injure our^/ellpw- 
creature, or break in upon the repofe of a family ; it 
is our reproach, our fhame, our curfe, and very fre- 
quently our utter and irremediable ruin ; add to this, 
that there is in the general charafter of women, a ca- 
,pricioufnefs, a levity^ and a vanity, under the influ- 
ence of which they fport with men, only to difplay 
their power, and evince the force of their charms, 
which makes the cultivation of their good graces in 
any way hazardous. To adopt the idea of an old 
epigram — " There is no living with them, nor with- 
out them.** 

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firfl: objeft 
of my life, my efforts, fliall be turned to the guiding 
of your greener years : from any premature impref- 
JGons ; and when reafon and matured age fit you for 
the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it 
mine to direft your fteps away from that clafs, who 
think rank a fuflicient.fanftion for vice, who flare in 
all the bronze of ariftocratic aflfurance, under a load 
jof obloquy, boneath whiclt the pooreft peafant*s wife 
would fink ; who think that wealth and rank confer 
a right to commit cxcefle* that would degrade the 
meanefl: of the canaille j and felicitate themfelves with 
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Ac refleftiofn, that, under the proteftion of family or 
an infamous hufband, thev may indulge rti enormi- 
ties, for which the lowcft of their fex are beating 
hemp in BridewelL 
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1 HE dlfcovery to which I alluded in my laft 
letter, furprifed and grieved me very much ; and in- 
deed it aftonifhed me the more, from the manner in 
which It was communicated. 

One day I received a polite meffage from the Bri- 
tifh conful,' faying, he wiflied to fpeak tonUe as foon 
as poiSble, upon a bufmefs of great confequence. I 
thought at firft, that it might be fome plan for my 
proceeding on my journey — ^perliaps Company's dit 
patches that had arrived to go over land ; and at in<- 
tervals, fomething like apprehenfions of the true mo^ 
tive of his fending for me flew acrofs my mind. I 
however went to him, when, after fome little intro- 
duflory converfation, he told me, that my hoft Mr. 
— — — ' had been with him that morning, laying be- 
fore him a complaint of a mofl extraordinary and fe- 
rious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned 
me, he thought himielf bound to inform me, in order 
that I might either contradift fo grofs a calumny, if it 
wxre untrue, or find meansr to avoid the obviouily ne- 
ceffary refult if founded in feft. 

He then proceeded to relate to me, that Mr. — — — 
had informed him of a confpnacy having been medi- 
tated 
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Uted againfl: his peace and honour, between his wife 
and the Engliih gentleman whom he had entertained 
in his houfe ; that their plan was nothing lefs than aa 
elopement, and that he did not know how foon it 
might be carried into execution, if not timely pre- 
vented ; and finally, that he had demanded the aifift- 
ance of the conful and his interefl: with the Turkiih 
magiftrate to prevent it, by granting him an armed 
force for the proteftion of his houfe. 

I was much furprifed to find that converfations fo 
very guarded ' as ours were difcovered, and more, fo 
that the aggrieved perfon did not think proper to 
fpeak to myfelf, and charge me in perfori with the of- 
fence ; never reflefting the while, that all my ideas 
were military, and his merely commercial : I was a!fo 
much at a lofs to couje^ure how he came to make 
the difcovery— -but this I found afterwards he owed 
to a female fervant, who had been improvidently in- 
triifted by her miftrejfs with the fecret. 

Finding, however* that by whatever means he be- 
came acquainted with the affair, it was a certain hA 
that he was apprifed of it, I direftly acknowledged 
the whole truth witk the utmoft candour to the con- 
fill ; . told him the affair flep by flcp as it arofe, affu- 
ting him (which I really thought to be the cafe) that 
pity for the lady*s deplorable fituation made me Uflen 
to fuch a meafure ; and that unlawful paflion had fo 
little to do with it, that jn all our private conferences 
wc had never tranfgrelfed the limits of purity ; and 
that her perfon was, at leaft refpefting me, and 1 
firmly believed all majikind, fpotlefs and inviolate. I 
^ded, that great allowances were to be made for a 
young creature bardy eighteen years of age, con- 
signed by the wickednefs ^f avaricious parents to the 
embraces of a man of fixty-five ; who, amiable and 
worthy though he was, in focial intercourfe with the 
world (.which I knew him to be), was yet in the moll 

p 3 indif^en- 
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indifpcnfablc point of connubial felicity fo littcrly de- 
feftive, as neceffarily to create difguft and abhorrence 
in a youthful mind, I remarked to him, that, in the 
forming of laws, it as plainly appeared on their face, 
who made them amongft the Englifli, as it does on 
the face of the Gentoo laws, that they were made by 
the Bramins : for, as by the latter the penalty of a 
few puns * of couries fnot value a Ihilling) is annexed 
to the perpetration or a crime, for which thofe of 
another clafs lofe their lives ; fo, among us, it ap- 
pear^ that our laws are made by the aged, the decre-' 
pid, the fenfual, and the rich. Elfe it could never 
happen that there were in the fame code, laws to pu- 
nifti marriage between the young and vigorous, and 
enable the brutality of a parent to take its full fcope, 
and confign, as in the prefent inftance, youth, beauty, 
health, and every perfonal attraftion, to the arms of 
age, infirmity, and impotence. And I concluded by 
faying, that all parties aiding in fuch an unnatural 
confederacy fliould be puniflied. 

The conful fairly acknowledged there was too much 
truth in what I had faid ; but remarked withal, that 
it was rather a hazardous experiment, and he was 
fure it would be an endlefs one, to correft all the 
abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incom- 
petency to form any thing perfeft, neceflarily left fo- 
ciety and their laws liable — that the law was written, 
and it was the duty of every individual jto obey it — 
and that in cafes of adultery, the offence could be juf- 
tified on no folid grounds whatever, for, independent 
of the feelings of the hufband, which perhaps were 
more poignant in old age than youth, the injury to 
his family was not to be got over, in probably giving 

* Couries, a kind of fmall fhells iifcd in India, as a circula- 
ting medium in place of coin, in value much below the foalleft 
copi^er coin — a Pun is a certain number of them. 

to 
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to him an heir no way a-kin to him. " It would be 
right, I think/* faid he, " to flop fuch difproportion- 
ate matches ; yet, opce made, they fhould be as reli- 
gioufly obferved inviolate as thofe of Iqve, among 
which we almoft as frequently, as in thofe of compul-. 
fion, fee inftances of infidelity. If you doubt this,'* 
faid he, " read the records of Doftors* Commons.** 

I agreed to the juftice of what he faid, at the fame 
time affured him, that my intentions went no farther 
than wifliing the lady to be refcued from her thral- 
dom, which I told him was dreadful. — " I am fure,** 
faid the conful, " that Mr. Campbell thinks fo, be- 
caufe i am convinced Jie would not otherwife fay fo. 
But may not,** faid he, fmiling, " may not Mr. C. 
have deceived himfelf ? thefe are things in which the 
paffions are ftrangely apt to hoodwink the underfland- 
ing. However,**' continued he, breaking oS plea- 
fantly, " I mufl: give you all the comfort that truth will 
allow me to do : I am fure that the poor lady is con- 
demned to great wretchednefs ; partly from my own 
^bfervation, partly from public report, and partly 
from her o^yn mouth : for ypu mull know Ihe has fe-, 
j^cral times complained to me of her hufband*s peevifli- 
acfs and tyranny ; and even befought me to ufe my 
influence and authority to relieve her from her mifery. 
Mr. ,^* continued he, " js a man whom on all 

^ther accounts I efteem^ and value highly. In this in- 
lahce he has erred, and I cannot pity him, even 
though he fufltrs all thetorments of jcaloufy : and as 
there are laws for puniflidng with death prcina;ure in- 
tcrcourfe with the fex, I cannot fee, any more than 
^ou, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age 
hould not be equall)^^puniflied, for I am fure it is 
•qually unnatural, and Hill more injurious to a ftate* 
rhefe are my fentiments,'* continued he ; " but let 
aoi this declaration induce you to think that I the kli> 
lifapprove of your intermeddling. You have allowed 

p 4 nic 



nic the privilege of a^icnd, and 1 will notfuffer it to 
be made an empty one. Yoq were more culpable 
than many young men would be j firft, bccaufe you 
are married, and fliould, upon the common principle 
of doing as you would be done by, have refrained j 
and next, bdraufe you were enjoying the fwcets. of 
hofpitality in his houfe, and fhould hav^ dafbed from 
his lips, rather than held to them, the deepefl: cup of 
bitremefs." 

" But, my dear fir,'* faid I, " I do not attempt tb 
jullify — ^I only endeavour to mitigate the matter, 
and you will recolleft that the very circumftancc 
which in one point of view aggravates, in another 
alleviates the fault : the living in his houfe afforded 
thofe interviews and expofed me to thofe temptations 
under which I was near finking— -I fliould never have 
fought them : but he mu(t be more or lefs than rnan^ 
that could have refifted them; and though I have 
a high fenfe of Mr. ConfuPs ftrift honqur and virtue, 
as well as prudence, he muft excufe me, though I 
doubt whether he could himfelf have refifted fo long 
and fo efFciSually as I did, I am fure there are many 
who will cenfure, that could not.*' *^ ; 

The conful fmiled, and, turning the difcourfc fix)m 
its direft line, obferved, that it was abfolutely necef- 
fary I fliould defift, elfe he would be obliged to ufc 
his influence and power to proteft Mr. . 

In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firfl 
place, that I would proceed no farther jp the bufincfs ; 
and that, on the contrary, I was determined to fct 
out upon my journey to India direftly, if means could 
be contrived for my conveyance ; adding, that I ihould 
confider it as a great favour, in addition to thofe I 
had already received at his hands, if he would contrive 
fome means to fet me forward in my route. 

To this he anfwered, that as the making up of a 
caravan would be extravagantlj expeofive, he knew 

no 
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no means that were not attended wkh certain haixi- 
ihip and eventual danger ; but Ending me determined 
at almoft any danger or hazard to fet off, he pro* 
pofcd to fend for a man who knew every refourcq in 
that way, and when he came would talk farther on the 
buiinefs ; and in the mean time, recommended great 
circumfpe^lion to me while 1 continued at Mr. *s 

boufe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word. 

Being now conftraincd by every confidcration, as 
well of prudence and decency as of inclination, to 
leave Aleppo immediately; I determined that no 
common impediments (hould flop me, and waited with 
impatidice the arrival* of the perfon on whom jthe 
conful refled his hopes of difpatching me. 

He came in the evening, and after a conference with 
the conful, he introduced him* to me, and acquainted 
me that he was a Tartar, and one of the vaft number 
of that defcription who are employed by the Turkifh 
fiate in carrying difpatches from court to the various 
viceroys and baihaws, and interchangeably between 
them again ; that they were men on whofe fidelity 
the utmoft reliance ccoild be had; and that this 
qan, who had an "excellent charafler, had agreed to 
-tak|( me to Bagdad, provided I would fubmit to the 
difguife oJF a Tartar. 

- The agreement between us I entirely fubmitted 
to the difcretion of the conful, who had the good- 
ncfs to fettle it thus : — ^The Tartar was to deliver 
me iafe at Bagdad ; to fupply me and my fervant, who 
a&ed as interpreter, with an ample fuificiency of pro- 
vfions and horfes on the road ; to exchange my horie 
for me as often as I pleafed, and to go at fuch a rate, 
whether fefter or flower, as I thought proper : for this 
he was to receive one hundred pounds ; and 1 further 
promifed, as an encouragement to him, that if he 
aded to my fatisfaftion, I would, on our arrival at 
Bagdad, ^d a douceur of twenty pounds. 
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The next day iic came, and I had a diftinft view 
of this my new fellow traveller ancf ^uppofed mafter, 
for in feveral places I was to pafs fdr his flave. He 
was one of thofe ftriking character figures that a 
painter would like to take a iketch of — and methought 
Tartar was written legibly in every lineament of his 
countenance and perfon. — He was tall, mufcular, and 
bony — ^his figure befpoke great hardihood, flrength, 
and aftivity — nor could the trowfers which he wore 
conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs — his fhoul- 
ders were expanded to aij enormous breadth — ^he 
was unincumbered with flcfli, or indeed rather ex- 
tremely lean — ^his forehead, though partly concealed 
beneath his turban, was. very high — his-nofe large, 
hooked, fliarp^ and prominent — ^a pair of fmall, fierce, 
black, penetrating eyes, barely feparated by the nof(^ 
and a formidable pair of muftachios, which he carefully 
fleeked with pomatum into a point refembling an awl- 
blade, and which moved like the whiikers of a purr- 
ing cat, with every word he fpoke, gave a whimfical 
ferocity to the countenance, beyond the reach of de- 
fcription, and rendered him altogether as difcouraging 
a confidential friend, as ever a Cln-iftian trufted his 
life to fince Mahomet firfl fet up the trade of a 
prophet. He furveyed me with great attention — 
opened his mouth two or three times like a gafping 
pike, as if to fpeak — ftroaked his whiikers as often — 
and at lafl pronounced that he would undertake to 
conduft me ; adding, in allufion "to ray black hair and 
dark complexion, that. I looked more like a native, 
than anjf Frank he had ever feen. He ordered me 
to cut my hajr quite fliort, to provide myfelf with the 
Tartar drefs and cap, in the fafliion of his own ; and 
faying he would call on me in proper time, departed. 
Thus equipped, we fet out, not without great pain 
and regret on my part ; pain at leaving a moft beautiful 
young v/omau^ whom I pitied and efteemed, fubjeft 

to 
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o the refentment of a hufband, at once jealous from 
Mature, peevifh from habit, and enraged from her 
^pen and unequivocal demonftrations of hatred and 
Regret at having been betrayed by fituation into fuch 
21 very ferious dilenmia. 

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair was 
rcprefented in a variety of unfavourable lights to the 
different new comers from England ; and as a fto^y 
is that commmodity which of all others honeft peo- 
ple do not love to fteal any thing from, in its paifage 
though their hands, it found its way in various forms 
(none of them however tending to foften it) to ihan^r 
of my friends and conneftions', thofe from whom of 
all others I wiflied to conceal it. Labouring under 
fuch calumnies, it cannot be confidered- at a violation 
of decorum, or unnecefTary infraftion upon delicacy, 
if I ftate the trpth^ in order, though I cannot acquit 
myfelf of cenfurable conduft, at leaft not filently to 
fubmit to unlimited calumny, and charges of crimes 
which I hope I have too much honour and integrity 
to commit. * 

I muft add, that previous to my departure the conful 
did every thing that it was poffible for him to do, 
conducive to my fafety and accommodation on the 
road, which as we were obliged to go to the city of 
Diarbeker, a great length out of our way, he obfcrved 
would be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous ; he 
procured me from others, and gave me himfelf, a num- 
ber of letters, and- at parting defired me to comfort 
myfelf with the refleftion, that when I arrived at my 
journey's end, I fliould have to boaft, that I went to 
India by a route never travelled by an European 
before. 
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As I became familiarifcd to mjr Tartar guide 
I found his charafler difclofe much better traits thaa 
his firft appearance befpoke, and I began infcnfibly 
to think him a very entertaining fellow : preceiving, that 
I was very low fpirited and thoughtful, he exhibited 
manifeft marks of compaiHon ; and taking it into his 
bead that I ;was aftually removed for ever from my 
friends anU my family, he fpoke in a ftyle of regfct 
and feeling, that did great honoul- to his heart : and 
to fay the truth, he did every .thii:^g^in liis ppwcr to 
alleviate my feelings, converfing with me, cither by 
means of the interpreter, or in broken lingua franca ; 
fupplying all my wants cheerfully ..and abundantly ; 
changing horfes with me as gften as I pcafed, and going 
flow or galloping forward jull as bed fuitcd my inclina- 
tion or humour. 

The firft objeft Jie fecmed to .have in view on our 
journey, was to imprefs me with a notion of his con- 
fequence and authority, as a meflenger belonging' to 
the Sultan. As all thofe men are employed by the 
iirft magiftrates in the country, and are, as it were, 
the links of communication between them, they think 
themfelves of great -importance in the ftate ; while 
the great men whofe^ bufinefe they are eniployed 
in, make them feel the weight of authority, and 
treat them with the greateft contempt : hence they 
become habitually fervile' to their fuperiors, and 
by natural confequence infolent and overbearing to 
their inferiors, or thofe who being in their power 
they conceive to be fo. As carriers of difpatches, 

their 
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tkeir power and authority wherever they go is in fomc 
points undifputed ; and they can compel a fupply of pro- 
vifions, horfes, and attendants, wherever it fuits their 
occafions ; nor dare any man refift their right to take 
the horfe from under him to proceed on the Empe- 
ror's bufinefs, be the owner's occafion ever fo prciEng* 

My feelings, w^hich 1 can tell you were altoge- 
ther of the moft unpleafant kind, ferved as a fti- 
xnulus to my mind, and increafed my anxiety to 
get forward ; I therefore puflicd on as feft as the 
horfes, which were in general excellent, could carry 
me: •and as we halted at a number of ftages to get 
frefli horfes and provifions, my Tartar guide had fre- 
quent opportunities of indulging his felf-impprtance, 
and difplaying his great authority anfl power, A$ 
foon as he flopped at a caravanfera, he immediately 
called luiliiy about him in the name of the Sultan^ 
demanding with' an imperious and menacing tone of 
voice, frelh horfes, viftuals, &c. on the inftant. The 
terror of this great man operated like magic ; nothing 
could exceed the aftivity of the men, the briflcndSs 
of the women, and the terror of the children ; for 
the caravanfcras are continually attended by numbers 
of the very loweft elates of the people ; but no quick- 
nds of preparation, no eflfort or induftry could fetisfy 
my gentleman ; he would fhew me his power in a fliu 
tnott ftriking point of view, and fall belaboring them 
With his whip, and kicking them with all hk might. 
I iliuft confefs I was much hurt at this extravagant 
abufe of upftart power, and was two or three times 
on the point of interfering ; bift fortunately, recol- 
tt&fid chat it would neither be in character, nor have 
aay good eflFeft, and that if I prefumed tofpeak, my 
guide would be obliged in my defence to give me a 
hogging in order to prevent fufpicion. 

.This inconfideratc tyranny and cruelty, I had after- 
trards rcafoh to believe> was by no means a part of his 

natural 
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natnral difpofition.; but vanity, to which fo vAdstf 
among us in Europe fall viftims, urged him to exceffes^ 
which I dare fay his heart privately condemned. 

It was on the fifth or fixth day (I cannot predfeljr 
'' fay which) after our leaving Aleppo, that we got to 
the city of Diarbeker, the capital of the province of 
that name, having paffed over an extent of country of 
between Aree and four hundred miles, moft of it 
bleffed, with the greatefl fertility, producing, in the 
few cultivated parts, grain, fruits of various kinds, 
and fiik in great variety and abundance, and abound- 
ing with as rich paftures as I ever beheld, covered 
with numerous herds and flocks. The air was charm- 
ingly temperate in the day-time, but, to my feeling, 
extremely cold at night. 

Yet notwithftanding the extreme fertility of ibis 
country, the bad adminiftration of government, con- 
fpiring with the indolence of the inhabitants, leaves 
it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbeker, proper, 
called alfo Mefopotamia, from its lying between the 
two famous rivers Tigris and Euphrates, and by Mo- 
fes called Padan Aram, that is to fay — " The fruit- 
ful Syria ;" abounds with corn, wine, oil, fruits, and 
all the neceflaries of life. It is fuppofed to be the 
feat of the Earthly Paradife, and all geographers agree 
that it was there the defcendants of Noah firft fettled 
after the flood. 

Infignificant as thofe circumftances may appear to 
mere calculators of profit and lofs, it cannot be denied 
that they have a powerful and pleafing effeft on the 
refined imagination.. To be treading that ground 
where Abraham trod ; where Nahor the father of 
Rebecca lived; and where Laban, to whom Jacob 
fled to avoid his brother Efau*s refentment, and whom 
he ferved fourteen years for the love he bore to Ra- 
chel, was to me a circumftance produftive of delight- 
ful fenfations. How finely has that giant of the pen, 
4 Johnfon, 
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Johnfon, juftified thofe fenfations in his Tour to the 
Highlands of Scotland and Weftern lilands ;— dc- 
fcribing his emotions on vifitirig the famous ifland of 
lona, or CoTombkill, he fays-^" We were now tread- 
ing that illuftrious ifland which was once the luminary 
of the Caledonian regions, whence'favagc clans and 
roving barbarians derived the benefits of 'tnov/ledge, 
and bleffings of religion. To abftraft the*nlind from 
all local emotion, would be impoffiblc if it were en- 
deavoured, and would be foolifli if it wrre pofTible. 
Whatever withdraws us from the pov/er of our fenfes 
•—whatever makes the paft, the diftant, 6r the future, 
predominate over the prefent, advances us in the dig- 
'ihty of thinking beings. Far from me, and Trpm my 
■friends, be fuoh frigid philofophy, as may cohduft us 
indifferent and unmoved over any ground which has 
been dignified^by wifdom, bravery, or virtue ! — that 
man is little to be envied whofe patriotifm would not 
gain force upon the Plain of Marathon, or whofe p'ety 
"would not grow warmer among the ruins of lona.** 

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a delight- 
ful plain on the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly 
at its head ; it is one of the richefl, inoft tra;ding, 
ftrong, and populous cities in Afiatic Turkey; and 
is adorned with many piazzas and market places in 
' the Turkifh ftyle, and a large magnificent mofque, 
formerly a Chriftian church ; for Chriftianity flou- 
rifhed over this country fo late as the fixth century. 
There is even now a feft, whofe patriarch fWl refides 
here: and they fhew on the road near the town, a 
chapel where the holy man Johr is faici to be buried, 
"Tliis city is fupplied amply with water by a canal cut 
from the Tigris, and has many caravanferas on both 
fides of the river. • 

Few countries in the world exceed that about this 
city for natural riclmefs and beauty : — the bread and 
wine are excellent — the fruit beyond conception deli- 
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cious — and tfty- friend the Tartar took care, under 
pretence » of fupercilious hauteur^ to tear in pieces a 
couple of JFowls, and hand me how a leg, now a wingv 
till I made the mod delicious repaft 1 ever remember to 
have eat in my life. 

It fisii Computed that there are refident in this dty 
no Ids than twenty thoufan4 Chriflian inhabitants, 
fom!t^ef«whom arc of the Church of Rome; — ^and 
perhaps it is o^i^ing ^> that mixture, that the fair fex 
have more freedom, and the men more politeneil 
and affability, than thofe of any other city in the em- 

]>irc : — the chief bufinefs there, is making that fine 
eather conunonly called Turkey leather. 

Figure to yourfelf, my dear Frederick, my Tar- 
tar guide, who was an admirable a£^or, fitting at a 
caravanfera in (late at his dinner, devouring excellaH 
fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious hmt^ m as^great 
pomp las a bafhaw ; and in order to keep up th^ fem- 
blance of authority over me, to favour my drfguife, 
handing to me, who fat at humble diftance, a part of 
his provifions. You may form to yourfelf an idea of the 
Icene ; but all the efforts of imagination muft fall fbort 
of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the 
anions of the Tartar ; fometimes affefting contemptuous 
pity, fometimes fupercilious aifrogancc; fometimes bru- 
tal fternnefs, and fometimes the gentle blandilhments of 
confcious fuperiority ; and all in fuch a mafterly ftile of 
performance, that I doubt whether Garrick himfclf^ 
with aH his powers of countenance, could outdo him. 
Critical though my fituation was, and much as I was 
harafled with the corrofioris of mental pain, the extra* 
vagant aftion and ludicrous pompofity of this man 
frequently overbore my prudence, and compelled mc 
to laugh incontinently and loudly ; — on all fuch occa- 
fions he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his 
eye-brows to his turban, fcrew down the corners of 
his mouth in the molt rueful manner^ and give a loud 

I ' whew I 
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whew ! with his eyes fixed in a flare at me, till en- 
tirely overcome with laughter, and ready to fink un- 
der It, I clapped my face between my hands, and, as 
well as I could, ^ bowed in token of forrow and-fub- 
miffion ; when, threatening me vehemently, and at the 
fame time uttering a lamentable expreffioi^'Of doubt 
that he was afraid ^e had had an idiot impofed on 
him, he would buflle' about, direA the horfea^ to be 
got ready, and order me to get.on.horfeback, with 
many denunciations of fevere treatment, and a thou« 
fand flouriflies of his whip over my head. 

As I have rode along mufmg upon the contemptible 
ftratagems to which I was reduced, in order to get 
through this country, for no other reafon but becaufe 
I was a Chriflian, I could not help refleAing with for- 
jow on the melancholy eflfefts of fuperflition, and re- 
gretting that that place, which in the times of primi- 
tive fimplicity was called the Terrefbial Paradife ; that 
place where God firft planted man after the flood $ 
where the god-like Abraham and the holy Job 
breathed the pure air of piety and fimplicity ; diat 
place which from all thofe circumflanccs ought to be 
confidered above all others as the univerfal -inheritance 
of mankind, fliould now be cut oflF from all but a 
horde of fenfelefs bigot«, barbarous fanatics, and in- 
flexible tyrants. And I could not help confidering 
with melancholy concern, the blindncfs and infatua- 
tion of men, who, lefs earneft to accommodate them- 
felves than injure others, fhut out their felfow-crea- 
tures from that which they themfelves will not ufe, 
and, while they fufFer millions of the richeft acres in 
the univerfe to be untillcd, and fpend their fwectnefs 
in the defert air, with wicked jealoufy, and envy more 
than diabolical, begrudge to others the little fpot on 
which they fland, and chafe them as they would a ra- 
vening tiger from their country. 
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A S wc advanced t6wafds the fouthward aind 
caftward, in our way from Diarbeker towards Bagdad^ 
I found the air become fcnfibly wartner, and obfervcd 
that the difpofition of the people grew more and more 
brutaL My guide's conduft (for he knew them well) 
became proportionately artful, and my manners were 
of courfe to grow fo much the humbler. I obferved^ 
however, that his authority continued the fame, and 
that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour'; not 
in feverity or chaftifcmcnt, but in exafting implidt 
obedience. Yet ftill he evidently afted with great 
taution and circumfpeftion ; for, in fome diftrift^, he 
either avoided the little villages by a circuitous route, 
or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while 
the gaping multitude confidercd us as on a difpatch 
of hafte and importance — in others, he entered the 
towns without referve, and left it to chance to decide 
whether we fliould be difcovered or not* At fome 
caravanferas he treated me with afFefted negligence, at 
others he made me eat with him and drink wine, of 
which, in fome places, he himfclf drank copioufly, and 
ut others as fcrupuloufly refrained from. And fome* 
times we lay at night out in the open air, rather than 
enter a town ; on which occaiions I found the weather 
as piercing cold as it was diftrefsfully hot in the day 
time. Bred,^ as the man was, a mixture of flave and 
tyrant, I can fuppofe fome parts of this conduft to 
arife from caprice ; but, as he was naturally kind, as 

many 
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many of thofe aberrations from the ufual mode of tra- 
velling were attended with hardfhip and inconvenience 
to himfelf, and as my fcrvant and the other Tartar 
were clearly of opinion he was rights I am rather 
difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, afted from 
principles of found fenfe and,policy# 

He frequently advifed me againft indulging in laugh- 
ter ; faid it was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftcnt with 
the gravity becoming a wife man, and withal danger- 
ous. 

One evening we came to a caravanfera much fa- 
tigued, the day being extremely hot, and we having 
rode very hard — whether it was caprice or fatigue, 
or the fuggeftion of policy that moved him, I cannot 
fay, but he was certainly more difpofed to play the 
.tyrant jiian I had ever before feen hinu He flogged 
the men who look the horfes, kicked every one. he 
mctj" made the houfe ring with his enormous voice ; 
dire^d fuppcr to be got ready, ate growling, and find- 
ing fault with every thing ; and under pretence of dif- 
likiog the ingredients of an excellent pillaw, handed 
it over to me, faying. Here, Jimmel (the name he 
called me), here, take this filth, and cram it down thy 
coarfe throat, it is only fit for a Frank — ^I took it 
with the bcft air of humility I could aflume ; and 
tearing the meat with my fingers, which I alfo ufed 
inftead of a fpoon to eat the rice, fwallowed it 
eagerly ; he watching me all the time attentively- 
When I had finiflied it, I gave him a hint in the Frank 
language, that I fliould like to wafh it down with 
feme wine ; but he did not, or rather would hot, un-i^ 
dcrftandme. 

Supper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him 
with lome water, and direfted him to wafli his feet j 
while that operation was performing, he continued me- 
nacing every one about him. My fervant, who fat 
next me and behind him, interpreted every thing he 

Q^ 2 fawL 
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faid. " Yes, ye Haves,*' faid he, as he lolled back 
upon his cufliion, " yes, I will make the beft of yon 
wafh my feet ; for who Ihall refafe to wafli the feet 
of him, who reprcfcnts the Sultan of the World, the 
Son of Mahomet, the Meffenger of the Lord ?** The 
poor fellow procetfded in his humble office, and only 
interrupted him by faying, *' Bleffed be my lord the 
fultan, and glory be to the Lord onr God, and Ma- 
homet his prophet." — " Yes, yes,'* continued ray 
Tartar, " blefs God and the prophet, and pray fat 
his fervant our fultan, and all who rcprefent him like 
me, that flaves of your defcription are permitted to 
live : nay, thou fhalt wafli this Frank*s feet :" then, 
turning to me with an air of magifterial tendemefs, 
" Jimmel,'* faid he, " hold forth thy feet, and let 
them be wafhed by this difciple of Ali — ^I fay^ hold 
forth thy feet." 

Scarcely able to refrain from laughter at this Bom* 
bwdinian of the Eaft, and his pompous manner of if- 
fuing his orders, I drew up my trowfers and took off 
my boots — the man brought frefli water, and fell to 
rubbing my feet with great good will and humility j 
yet evidently felt fo much hnrt at the humiliation, 
that I was forry for it, and would rather have difpen- 
fed with the wafliing, though it was a luxury. 

In the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was 
reclining on his cufliion, fmoking, rofe up, and (talk- 
ing two or three times acrofs the room, with the moft 
ludicrous air of felf-conceit and importance, took his 
tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandiflied it in often- 
tatious parade, and in the tone and manner rather of 
one that was raving than of a man in his fobcr fenfcs, 
burft out with an emphatical expreiTion of fatisfa^ion^ 
and faid, '* This it is to be protefted by a great man ; 
Muffulmen falam to him and wafh his feet/* 

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfurdity 
of its application, and the confequential folemnity of 

his 
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his aftlon and countenance while he fpokc, altogether 
ruflied upon me with fuch impetuous force, that I 
could not refill it, and, in fpite of every effort to fc- 
ftrain myfelf, burft into an immoderate fit of laughter. 
Had I the pencil of HG|»rth, the pen of Shake- 
fpeare, or the powers of a \jarrick7 I might attempt 
to give fome idea of hk couttenance, when, tiu-ning, 
he beheld me convulfed with laughter. I might at- 
tempt it, I fay, but I could not do it juftice. Such a 
combination of ludicrous cxpreffion I never beheld ; 
it was indeed an epitome of all the lower order of hu- 
man paffions. Fury predominated, but it was rifiblc 
fury — it was fury that rather grinned than frowned ; 
though under it were to be feen (hame and mortifica- 
tion, forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filly 
bafhftijnefs and decayed importance. For fome time he 
flood j:ran8fixed to the fpot, his fyes gliftening like thofc 
of a rat in a trap ; his pointed whifkers moving with the 
contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now and 
then opening like the beak of a wounded hawk. To 
utter his fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in 
t^MS ftate,' not only till my laughter was abated, but 
till I had time to refled and be ferioufly concerned. 
• At length, without faying a fentence, he wheeled 
about, threw off his flippers, drew on his boots, voci- 
ferated till he brought all the people of the caravan- 
fera about him, and ordered horfes to be ready in- 
(lantly. As orders from fuch a perfon were not likely 
to be diibbeyed, the horfes were got ready. I faw 
that I muft either proceed, or come to an open rup- 
ture with him ; fo recoUefting that I was myfelf in 
fault, that a difpute might be fatal, and that at all 
events it was only the humour of the moment, I drew 
on iny boots too, and was ready to go, though I was 
mu^h fitter for a twelve hours* nap than for an hour's 
travelling on borfcback. 
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We mounted immediately, and it was my good for- 
tune to have the beft horfe. He fct out upon the 
gallop, the moon Ihining as bright almoft as day ; I 
put forward my horfe, and kept rather before him, 
which vexed him fo, that he beat the poor animal he 
rode on moft unmercifully. At length, after about 
eight or ten miles riding, he called a halt — difmount- 
cd, and faid he would reft there all night. I faw it 
was all refcntment : but knowing that it would be in 
vain to remonflrate, I difmounted too ; and, judging 
that the beft way to mortify him in return, was tt> 
comply with afFefted approbation, turned to my fcr- 
vant and told him (knowing that it would go from 
him to the Tartar) that I was delighted wnth the 
beauty of the night ; remarking at the fame time, that 
lying in the fweet falubrious air was far preferable to 
being confined in the fiiltry filth of a caravanfera. 

As . foon as this was communicated to the Tartar, 
he remarked, that the open air was the fitteft place 
for the hearts of the fordft, and therefore fuitable to a 
Frank ; but for his part, he would much rather repofe 
on a cufhion, which he fliould have done, had it ngt 
been for my accurfed rifible faculties. 

Here the converfation refted, and we fell afleep. In 
a few hours he awoke us, and we fet forward : after 
fome paufe, he began in the following manner, which 
was interpreted to me, as he fpoke, by my fervant : 

" Surely God made laughter for the derifion and 
fliame of mankind, and gave it to the Franks and 
the monkies ; for the one ha, ha, ha's, and the other 
he, he, he's, and both are malicious, mifchievous, 
and good for nothing but to fret and tantalize ail 
tliat come acrofs them.*' 

Here hepaufed, as waiting forfomething to be faid : 
however, I remained' filent. At length, he continued : 
*' Not but that, with all their laughter, they have the 
wifdom to take fpecial care of themfelves j for half a 
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dozen monkies, will he, he, he, and empty a whole 
orchard x)f its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred ^ 
sgid a Frank will ha, ha, ha, and eat you up pillaws 
and poultry like a wolf, and drink up wine with 
the fame moderation that a cancel drinks up water. ^ 

I thought I fliould have choked with fmothercd 
laughter : I would not however interrupt him, and fo 
contrived to keep it to myfcif : he proceeded to apo- 
thegmatife ; 

** But with all their he, he, he's, and ha, ha, ha's, it 
fometimes turns out that they are caught : the monkey 
is feized in a trap and caged or knocked in the head, 
and the Frank is put in jail, <ind baftipadoed or hanged ; 
and then the tune is chaiQged, ^nd it is Qh^ ho, ho !'' 
Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and 
at th? fanje time fo ndiculoiifly j that I burft out 
lapghihg agaiii, ^ 

" Obferve, Jimmel/* faid he haftily, ** pbfcrve { you 
CTn't refrain ! But by our holy prophet," faid he ferir 
oufly, *' it may end as I faid ; fo look to yourfelf, an4 
avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part ; for there 
are places, and that wai one of them laft night, where 
fufpicion would ruin you. And if you loft your life, 
what fliould I fay for myfelf on my retprn to Aleppo ? 
Eh, what fliould I fay for myfelf? tja ha, ha! would 
not do. No, no, they would PQt believe it, and J 
ihould lofe my charaaer/* 

" Why, don't you laugh yourfelf?-* faid I, 

^* Very feldom, qr rather never," returned he^ 
*^ at Icaft I would not in time of danger. No, no, 
none but Chriftians and monkies make a pradice of 
laughing-— Turks and Tartars are wifer." 1 prpmifed 
him, that I would in future take more care ; and, 
by way of appc^fing him with a little flattery, faid,- 
^at he played his part fo admirably, it was impoflible 
to rcfift the impulfe. But he anfwered, with a grave 
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face, that his aftion in that cafe was of too fcrious a 
nature to be made a fubjeft of merriment — and ad- 
vifed me to believe it fo. 



LETTER XXXIX. 



X HE folicitude of my guide for my fafcty 
was the earocftncfs of a man of bufinefs zealou* 
to difchargc with the utmoft punftuality the duty 
he had undertaken ; and I muft obferve to you, that 
the whok of his conduft evinced a precifion and 
punftuality of dealing rarely found in our intercourfc 
with mankind. Previous to leaving Aleppo, he had 
undertaken to convey me fafe — he was, as you may 
already perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in 
his endeavours tor do fo ; he had promifed to fupply 
jne with food-^fo he did, in the mou ample manner 5 he 
promifed to go as I pleafed, faft or flow — fo he did ; 
fie promifed to change horfes with me, as often as 
I thought proper to defire — he did fo. But beyond 
this, he feemed to carry his care of me no farther 
than to any bale of goods he might have in his 
charge. He was bound to deliver me fafe, in good 
order and condition, at Bagdad: fo much he was 
determined to do, and no more did he think of. I 
had got letters to the bafliaws of fome of the towns 
through which we were to pafs : but as the delivery of 
a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country al- 
ways accompanied with a prefent, I thought it bet- 
ter to decline delivering them, except when neceffity 
' * compelled 
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compelled— -though the; ftate of the country was fo 
unfettled, that wc often had occafion for a guard. 

*As foon as the remembrance of the laughing afiair 
was a little decayed, the Tartar began to relax into 
good huiDour, and to talk with his ufual vehemence ; 
for he TOS always, according to the flow of his fpirits, 
cither fuUenly filent or extravagantly loquacious. His 
tongue might be confidered as a thermometer, by 
which the warmth or coldnefs of his temper might 
be calculated, and the extremes, of garrulity and taci- 
turnity were the indices. His converfaticn, however, 
was very circumfcribed, and confifted chiefly of fl:ories 
of himfelf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he 
Inade, and the feats of manhood he performed. One 
circumflance I muft in juftice mention, as I think it 
marks* ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modefty of 
this people. Although he, frequently' lamented my 
baniftiment from my family, and although we were for 
eighteen days continually converfiug on a variety of 
occafions that might lead to the iiahjcft, he never once 
talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fituation, 
glanced even remotely at the poflibility of my getting 
a fubftitute in that way ; never hinted that he thought 
of them himfelf. On feeing women, coming to the 
wells, they reminded me of fome of the flories in the 
Old Teftament. I mentioned it, but it went no 
feuther ; for whenever the fubjefi was fl:arted, he threw 
cold water on it. 

That he conceived me to be in fome refpefts a 
parcel of property, I Jiave good reafon to believe : for 
I obferved that at fome caravanferas the people collec- 
ted round me, and regarded me with ftrong fymptoms 
of furprife and pity ; fome viewed ipe with commifera- 
tion, fome with contempt ; but not one creature, how- 
ever wretched or abjeft, fcemed to envy my fituation. 

I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an 
incident that happened between Diarbeker and MofuL 
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One morning I was unufualljr overcome with the 
fatigues of the preceding day : the Tartar called me, 
fummoned me to horfe ; and finding that I gave no 
anfwer, nor ihewed any tokea of awaking, he lifted 
me in his arms bodily from my couch (fuch was his 
ftrcngth that he did it without any difficulty), carried 
me out without the leaft ceremony, and, before I was 
fo completely awake as to be fenfible of my Htuation^ 
had me fixed upon a horfe ready to depart. 

A tranfaflion fo very fingulir, you may well con- 
tiludc, furprifed me at the time, and would not readily 
be forgotten : fuch a crowd of ftrange, confufed, and 
incongruous thoughts aod fenfations as occurred to 
me, I never before experienced : they were painful, 
they were furprifing— but I was in fuch a ftate that I 
could not afterwards analyfe them* The chief rcflec* 
tion that arofe from it was, that human fentiment 
muft be in a deplorable fiate of degradation indeed, 
when fuch a circumflance could occur from the notion 
that a man was as much an affet or piece of property, 
could be transferrred by the fame means, and moved 
in the fame unfeeling manner, as any portion of inert 
matter that makes up a bale of merchaildize. Of the 
truth of this pofition 1 had foon after a melancholy proof, 
in an incident which, though lamentable, was attended 
with fuch ludicrous circumftances, that even now I 
never think of it without fmiling — fmiling, as I did 
then, with a heart bleeding with pity. 

One morning I was awakened before day-break 
with a buftle in the caravanfera where we lodged. 
I conjcftured that the Tartar was preparing to get 
forward, and rofe in order to lofe no time. I was fo 
far righr in my conjeftures : the horfes were ready, and 
I came out to mount, and was very much furprifed 
to perceive feveral horfes before me loaded with 
foinething which flood ereft from their backs, and 
ti'hicli I liad barely light to difcern were not men. I 

conclu .'.cd 



RePLECTIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 25 1 

concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed 
in a particular form, and afked no queftions till full 
day-light difclofed co me that they were human crea- 
tures tied up in facks, and faftened aftride on the horfcs* 
backs. Thefe was a ftrange union of horror and 
oddity in' the conception, that ftruck me at once with 
a- mixed emotion of indignation, pity, and mirth. — 
The former however got the better, and I afked my 
fcrvant with* forae warmth what it meant. — He faid 
that the fatks contained fome young women whom 
the Tartar had bougfit. — ^^ Good God !" faid I, " is 
it poffible that he can have bought wretched females 
to treat them with io little tendernefs ?" *' He has 
bought them,'' returned my fervant, " in the way 
of traffic, not for pleafure/* 

*' Suppofe he has," faid I, " fuppofe even they were 
men, not to mention young women, *how can he 
imagine that they will furvive this? Tied up 'and 
fweltered in a fack— faftened crofs-Iegs, on a horfe^ 
and driven at fuch an amazing rate (for by this time wc 
had fet forward, and another Tartar was whipping the 
horfes up all the time, and driving them on) — how is 
it poffible they can furvive ? They muft be fniothered 
—they muft be ftiattered to pieces — they muft be 
ftripped, excoriated, and tortured to death !" 

** If I might prefume to advife,'* faid he, *' I would 
fay that you had better make no remarks upon it : it 
would only get them perhaps worfc grcated, and raife 
his anger againft you.'* 

To conclude, I took his advice, and kept my mind 
to myfclf. The unfortunate women were in this 
manner carried fifty miles, at the end of which their 
tender-hearted purchafer difpofcd of them in fome way 
of keeping till his return ; when I fuppofe they 
were to be carried back in facks aftride upon harfes, 
all the way to Aleppo, there to bs ibid to the highdl; 
bidder. 
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To US, my Frederick, who live in a country 
where an hour's detention in a houfe agaiflft.oui* will is 
puniflied as unlawful iniprifonmcnt, and who feel and 
Vcilue thfe rich treafure of liberty above all earthly bleff- 
ings, the bare idea of flavery appears horrible ; when 
the miferies of flavery are fliarpcncd by cruelty, our in- 
dignation burns at the offence : but fuch a complicated 
piece of enormity as that I have mentioned, almoft 
tranfcends belief, and indignation is loft in amazement. 
There are but few men, even in our bradng climate, 
whom fifty miles riding would not fliake to pieces, and 
torture almoft to death. No woman would think oS 
it. But when to that is fuperadded, firft the com- 
pulfion — then the forry and at beft painful equipage 
of the horfes — the tender perfons, unaccuftomed to 
riding, of the women — the fmothering heat of the fack 
— and above all the horrid climate, burning with an 
almoft vertical heat (vertical at leaft compared with our 
oblique fun) — it will be allowed to be a wonder, 
almoft approaching to a miracle, that they furvived one 
half of their journey. The wonder-working hand of 
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it.; and 
when I afked in the evening whether they were 
dying or dead, and was told that they were not 
only alive but in perfeft health, I could not help re- 
peating that moft beautiful expreffion put into the 
mouth of Maria by the inimitable Sterne, " God 
tempers the wind to the fide of the fliorn lamb.'* 

This affair tended to prejudice me ftrongly againft 
my Tartar guide, and I was for fome time that I 
could not look upon him without horror : but at 
length my refentment abated ; and reafon, refuming 
her feat of cool deelfion, told me, that though it 
was a crime and a grievous one, he was not fo rc- 
fponfible for it as thofe who, knowing better, autho- 
rifed it by their concurrence, gave it the fanftion of 
law, and made it familiarly praftifed; he only did 

that 



REFLECTIONS ON THE SLAVE TRADE4 ^ C t 

that which he had been even from his mother's 
brcaft inftrufted to do, and fliould therefore not be 
judged by thofe rules with a Briton would lay down 
for the government of fuch cafes. 

A Briton ! — Hold ! Have I not now been uttering 
a mofl: fcvcre fatire upon the Britifli nation ? Yes I 
imputing to men a virtue which they want, is the 
worft kind of fatire — I meant it not at the time, but 
will not retraft what I have written — Britons defervc 
the lafli of Tatire ! They deferve a worfe lafh : for the 
traffic .jn human bodies ftill ftands a bloody brand of 
infamy on her great national councils. Their bro- 
ther's blood ! the blood of millions of murdered Afri- 
ams, like that of Abel, cries to Heaven againft them, 
and will not, I fear, cry in vain. 

Great God ! — What a horrible thought ! — what an 
indelible ftigma! that a legiflator fhall, in the cold 
blood of commerce, make a calculation of the proba- 
ble profit upon human lives — put commercial expedi- 
ency in the balance againft murder^— and make conve- 
nience the excufe for crime ! — Why, the robber may- 
do fo ! — But fhall Britons, generous Britons, wha 
boaftful claim precedence of the world in freedom, 
humanity, and juftice — fliall they look on and fee in- 
ferior nations fpurning from them with horror the de- 
bafing traffic ; and ftimulated by avarice, or milled by 
wicked policy, retain the blot that other ftates have 
wiped away, and live at once the curfe of one part, 
and the fcorn of the reft of mankind ? — Forbid it 
mercy ! Forbid it Heaven ! — And oh ! may that vir- 
tuous man, who, difdaining the malignant taunts of 
the bafe and interefted, boldly ftcps forth the advo- 
cate of man and of his country, and feffion after fef- 
fion fprings from the couch of repofe which opulence 
prefents him, to break the fetters and the fcourgcs 
which improbity and avarice have forged for our fel- 
low creatures — may he ilicceed and bear down all his 

oppofers I 
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oppofers ! and may the juftice of his country make hk 
triumph and his glory as certain and complete here, 
5is the juftice of that Being, under whofe direftion h^ 
afts, will ,doubtlefs make them hereafter ! 
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r ROM the confiderations I have already 
pretty fully mentioned, my mind was by no means at 
cafe. The inceffant travelling for fo many days, at 
the rate of feventy-five miles a day, to be continued 
I knew not how long, increafed my anxiety : and the 
apprehenfions of accident, interruption, and above all 
iicknefsj intercepting me on my way, haunted my 
imagination with all its terrors. I was befides ap- 
proaching faft to that region where the winds ftrike 
all living things that draw them in inftantly dead : and 
conceiving that the more expeditious I was in getting 
over the journey, the greater chance I had of efcaping 
thofe mifchiefs ; I pufhed heartily forward, and urged 
ihc Tartar till he at laft expreffed his aftonifliment and 
approbation ; paid me the compliment to fay, that I 
was almoft equal to himfelf for enduring fatigue ^ and 
concluded with a very fagacious furmife, that in all 
probability I had been myfelf a carrier of difpatches 
among the Frank governments. 

One day after we had rode about four miles from 

a caravanfera, at which we had changed our cattle, I 

found that a moft execrably bad horfc had fallen to 

my lot : he was ftilF, feeble, and foundered j in cou- 

I fcqr.eiice 
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fequence of >¥hich he 'ftumbled very much^ and I 
Avery minute expefted that he would fall and roll 
over me. I therefore propofed to the guide to ex- 
change with me ; a favour he had hitherto never re- 
Aifed, and for vsrhich I was the more anxious, as the 
beaft he rode was of the very heft kind. To my utter 
aitonifhment he peremptorily refufed : and as this had 
been a day of unufual taciturnity on his part, I attri- 
buted his refufal to peevilhnefs and ill temper, and 
was refolved not to let the matter reft there. I there- 
fore defired the interpreter to inform him, that as he 
had at Aleppo agreed to change horfes with me as 
often as I pleafed, I fliould confider our agreement in- 
fringed upon if he did not comply, and would write 
to the Conful at Aleppo to that effeft. 

As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed 
ilrongly agitated by anger ; * yet endeavoured to con- 
ceal his emotions under affeftcd contempt and derifion, 
which produced from him one of the moft fingular 
grins that ever yet marred the hjiman phyfiognomy^ 
At length he broke forth : 

'' You will write to Aleppo, will you ? Foolifli 
Frank ! they will pot believe you ! By Mahomet, it 
would be well done to hear the complaint of a wan- 
dering Frank againft HaiTan Artaz — Haffan the faith- 
ful and the juft, who for ten years and more has been 
the meflcnger of an emperor, and the friend and con- 
fidant of cadis, bafliaws, and viceroys, and never yet 
was called fo much as liar ! Who, think you, poor 
mifguided one ! who, think you, would believe that I 
broke my promife ?^' 

** Why do you not then,'* faid I, interrupting; hira, 
** why do you not perform it by changing horfes, 
when you are convinced in your confcience (if you 
have any) that it was part of your agreement r'' — 
*< Once for all I tell you,'' interrupted he, "I will 

not 
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not give up this horfc. There is not," faid he gafco^ 
nadingiy, " there is not a Muffuhnan that ever wore 
a beard^ not to talk of a wretched Frank, that ihould 
get this horfe from under me ; I would not yield him 
to the commander of the faithful this minute, were 
he in your place : I would not, I tell you, Frank-— 
and I have my own reafons for it." 

" I dare fay you have," returned I ; " love of 
your eafe, and fear of your bones." 

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous— called 
Mahom£T and Alla to witnefs that he did not 
know what it was to fear any thing— -declared that he 
was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that day got 
poflfeffion of me — and indeed feemed well difpofed to 
go to logger-heads. At length obferving that I looked 
at him with fneering contemptuous defiance, he rode 
up along fide of me — I thought it was to ftrikc, and 
prepared to defend myfelf. I was however miftakcn ^ 
he fnatched the reins out of my hand, and caught 
hold of them coUefted clofe at the horfe's jaw ; then 
fell flogging my horfe and fpurring his own, till he 
got them both into full fpeed ; nor did he flop there, 
bat continued to belabour mine with his whip, and 
to fpur his own, driving headlong over every impedi« 
ment that came in our way, till I really thought he 
had run mad, or defigned to kill me. Several times 
I was on the point of ftriking him with my whip, in 
order to knock him off his horfe — ^but as often patience 
providentially came to my afTiftance, and whifpered to 
me to forbear and fee it out. Mean time I confidered 
myfelf as being in fome danger ; and yet fuch was the 
power he had over the cattle, that I found it impoflible 
to flop him : fo refigning the event to the dire6li9n 
of Providence, 1 fuffered him without a further effort 
to proceed ; I calling him every opprobrious name I 
could think of in lingua Franca, and he grinning, and 
4 callinj^ 
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calling me Dumus, Jihafh, Burhl (i. e. hog, afs, 
mule), in rapid and impetuous vehemence of tone and 
^ utterance. 

He continued this for a length of I dare fay fome 
miles, over an uncultivated traft, here and there in- 
terfefted with channels formed by rills of water in the 
periodical rains ; thickly fet with low furze, ferns, and 
other dwarf bufhes, and broken up and down into 
• Httle hills. His horfe carried him clean over all : and 
though mine was every minute ftumbling and nearly 
down, yet with a dexterity inexpreilible, and a vigour 
altogether amazing, he kept him up by the bridle, 
and I may fay carried him gallantly over every thing. 
I was aftoniftied very much at all this, and towards 
the end as much pleafed as aftoniflied ; which he per- 
ceiving, cried out frequently and triumphantly, " O, 
la Frangi ! Heli ! Heli ! Frangi !" and at laft drawing 
in the horfes, flopping fhort, and looking me full in 
• the face, exclaimed in lingua Franca, " Que dice, 
Frangi— Que dice ?^* 

For fome time I was incapable of making him any 
anfwer, but continued furveying him from head to 
foot as the moft extraordinary favage I had ever be- 
held ; while he ftroked his whiikers with great felf- 
complacency and compofure, and nodded his head 
every now and then, as much as to fay, Ay, ay, it 
is fo ! look at me ! am not I a very capital fellow ? — 
** A capital fellow indeed you are,'* (aid I, *' but I 
wifli I was well out of your confounded clutches.'* 

We alighted on the brow of a fmall hill, whence 
was to be feen a full and uninterrupted profpeft of 
t|ie country all round. The interpreter coming up, 
he called to him and defired him to explain to me 
carefully the meaning of what he was about to fay ; 
which I will give you as nearly as I can in his own 
words, as they were tranflated by the linguift ; 
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*^ You fee thofe mountains yonder," faid he, point- 
ing to the eaft ; " thofe are in the province of Kur^ 
delian^ inhabited by a vile race of robbers called Je- 
fides, who pay homage to a God of their own called 
Jefid (Jefus), and worftiip the Devil from fear. They 
live by plunder, and often .defccnd from thofe moun- 
tains, crofs the Tigris which runs between them and 
us, and plunder and ravage this country in bands of 
great number and formidable flrength, carrying away 
into flavery all they can catch, and killing all who refift 
them. This country therefore, for fome diflance 
round us, is vqry dangerous to travellers, whofe only 
fafety lies in flight. Now it was our misfortune this 
morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleafe 
All A (ftroking his whiikers), fome one Ihall receive 
the baftinado. Should we meet with a band of thofe 
Curds, what could we do but fly ? And if you, 
F>angr, rode this horfe, and I that, we could never 
efcape : for I doubt you could not keep him up from 
falling under me, as I did under you : I fliould there* 
fore come down and be taken — ^you would lofe your 
guide, and mifs your way, and all of us be undone. 
Befides," continued he, ** there are many villages 
here where people live, who, if they only fufpeftcd 
you were a Frank, would follow and facrifice you if 
ihey could to Mahomet, and where of courfe you 
muft run for it." 

As foon as the interpreter had explained this to 
me, '^Well," continued the Tartar, "what does he 
fay now to it ?" Then turning to me, and tofling up 
his headf— " Que dice, Frangi ?" 

** Why, I fay," returned I, " that you have fpo- 
ken good fenfe and found rcafon ; and I am obliged 
to you." 

This, when interpreted fully, operated mofl: plea- 
fmgly upon him; his features relaxed into a broad 
look of fatisfaftion, and he faid :— " I will do every 

thing 



fcXTltAVAOANT^CONDUCrr OF THE TARTAR. ^ CO 

thing I can to make you eafy and contented: and 
when I am obftinstte, don't refift — for be affured I 
have reafon for it ; and above all things avoid laugh- 
ing in my prefcnce. But we fliall reach Moful by 
and bye, and probably then we may have no more 
rides." For I expefted to get down the river Tigris 
•from Moful to Bagdad, and had told him fo, and he 
•encouraged me with the expeftation. 

That night we came to a caravanfera which lay at 
fome diftance from a village. Here, the Tartar, 
pleafed with himfelf for the conduft of the day, and 
pieafed with me for my approbation of it, ordered a 
moft admirable fupper; and not only, as was very 
conrtnon with him, rejefted the beft dilh in order to 
prefent it to me, but alfo felefted for me the choiceft 
bits of thofe upon the table. He then ordered wine, 
obferving that the fatigue of a government meffenger 
demanded indulgence ; and ufmg a falvo of my fug- 
geftion on a former occafion, viz. that the Prophet 
would not be oiFended with travellers more than with 
the fick for taking it as it were medicinally. 

We accordingly had wine, and admirable it was, 
though by no means equal to that we drank at the 
city of Diarbeker. I took little however, and the 
Tartar was much furprifed at my abftemioufnefs ; re^ 
marking, that be never faw a Frank before that was 
not a downright hog when he got the cup to his lips. 
My taking it in fmall portions, while he drank it as 
we do table beer, particularly aftonilhed him. Before 
he lay down on his couch, he gave orders for horfes, 
threatening the people with fevere caftigation if they 
gave bad ones ; holding up as an example the pcrfon 
that gave us the {tumbling horfe that day, who he de- 
clared ftiould be baftinadoed as foon as he returned, 
if there was a cadi within ten leagues of him ; and I 
dare to fay that he kept his word mod religioufly. 

R % The 
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The next moniiog we had excellent cattle; feaur — 
produced n'onders among than, and \re fet foi ii iiiM 
raft as the fun rofe. As we entered the firil viiiaoea.. 
1 was fbmewhat ahnned by percdvirg n:y guicc Jra^ 
up lus h«ie— deliberate — mutter to lamidi' 
Iccm rather unealy while he viewed a crowd t>.at 
up the ftreet before us ; ioir.c of whom I j. t^^t^i^ 
to be agitated with ibrae exrr.-ordinna\ ir^otions of 
bodv, while one man ilood in the miJuie* rohinc bi 
body into a variety of ftrange cor,:artion<. — The Tir- 
tar* fta* a minute or two. feeroed to be debati::^; wiiiua 
himiclf whc iher he Ihouid proceed cr turn aboi:: : at 
length putting me on his lefc hand« he let forward at 
full fpeed, leaving the crowd on his right, who, foci&g 
the rapidit)- of our pace, fiew on one lide, and let ui 
pafs. We foon however heard {houring behind us, 
and could hear plainly the words, ^^ Ghiaour ! Fraon^ 
Cucu I" and iookirg back, perceived fcveral ragged 
men like favages punuing us, lifting ilones occalMHi- 
atly, and cafting them after us with all their might. 
The fpeed of our horfes at lall got us out of both 
fight and hearing ; and I plainly percdved^ and was 
for the firll time convinced, that my guide*s conduS 
was directed by found fenfe, fpirit, good faith, and 
integrity* 
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1 HE extraordinary occurrence which I men- 
tioned in njy laft letter required explanation, and my 
Tartar friend was not backward in giving it ; for he 
loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and, on any 
fubjeft within the compafs of his knowledge, was 
(hrewd, perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent : he 
had moreover on that occafion afted the part of a 
jfldlful general ; and as I applauded his prudence and 
addrefs, he was extremely kind and comntunicative, 
and gave me a full account of that alEiir, his motives, 
his deliberations, and the urgency of the cafe ; and, 
in fliort, every thing that coiild elucidate the circum- 
fiance, or aggrandize his own importance* It would 
be a pity to take it out of his own words : I fhall 
'therefore relate them I© you, as I had them through 
the medium of our linguift, for they made an impret 
fion on my memory not eafily to be erafed. 

%*^ You muft know,** faid he, " that there are 
fpfead over the face of this great and glorious empire 
a number of dervifes of different kinds — -holy men, 
"who renounce the enjoyments and pleafures of the 
world, to converfe with Mahomet and worfliip Alia. 
Some of thofe are very good men, indeed faints, and 
never do any thing bad j preaching and praying, with- 
out hurting any thing, even a rat or a fnake ; nay, they 
would not hurt a Chriftian. There are others again, 
of whom I have heard our bafhaws and effendis, and 
even the Maazecn, declare that they are forbid by 
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the Koran ; and yet the common people (the lower 
fort you know have no fenfe) reverence and worfliip 
them — they are called Santons ; live by themfelves, 
fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fonietimes. 
in the thickets and woods. They go where they 
pleafe, take the beft feat in any man's houfe, cram 
themfelves with meat and drink, and yet none refift 
them ; for fome will not, and others dare not. Nay, 
they often pollute women in the open ftreets — and 
they neyer fct their eyes on a ChrilHan or a Frank, 
that they will not kill, if pofGble. For my part, I 
think that they ought to be hanged, every one <rf 
them that had a head to be hanged by— or rather 
ftaked — for no punifhment is too great for them ; but 
I dare not fay fo in that town — ^if I did, I Ihould be 
ftoned to death by the rabble. 

*' As foon as I perceived the crowd, and the raf- 
cals dancing, I knew that they were fantons, and was 
fure that they would ftop us in order to extraft money 
from us J in which cafe they would mod: probably 
have difcovered you— for they have the eyes of the 
devil. Nothing then could fave your life ; the crowd 
would join them, and your brains would have been 
beat out with ftones. I had a mind to turn back 
and go round the town, but that might have caufed 
fufpicion, and got us perhaps intercepted ; fo I de- 
termined to puih by them boldly, which I did, you ^an 
tejflify, like a brave man. You faw enough yourfelf, 
to convince you of the danger you have efcaped, and 
of my wifdom and valour ; ' let me therefore entreat 
you to be entirely guided by me, and above all things 
avoid that accurfed propenfity to laughter.'* 

Since I firft formed the refolution of writing this 
account of my journey, I have been at fome pains to 
dip into the beft hiftories of that country, and I find 
that in every inftance my Tartar guide's information 
was correft, Thofc fantons, as well as other clafTes 
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of dervifes and flieihs, travel about the country, and 
levy contributions on the inhabitants : fome are really 
what they pretend to be, and are as pure and as 
pious as the monks of the primitive Chriftian church ; 
but the fantons are monfters, who exift only by the 
barbarous credulity and more than favage ignorance 
of the lower order of the people — though repro- 
bated, and indeed, execrated, by the better fort of 
Turks. They affeft to be dementated (which with 
with the Mahomedans is the greateft mark of fanftity), 
and under cover of that madnefs commit every excefs 
and enormity, not merely with impunity, but with 
applaufe. Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation, 
to which the weight of fuperftition's chains bends the 
mind of man ! It is not long Cnce I had a very pleafing 
difcuffion of this extraordinary fubjeft, with a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, for whofe veracity I have 
great refpeft. Superftitio© and cfpdulity very natu- 
rally led to a confideration of the Turkifli religion, 
and 1 expreffed my fatisfaftion, that the worft excre- 
fccnces of the Chriflian fchifms could not be compared 
with the Turkifh faith in their dervifes. He faid, that 
he agreed it did not go quite the length of the fantons; 
but he related to me a converfation between him and a 
Roman catholic, not more than twenty*four miles from 
the enlightened city of Dublin, which furprifed me 
mych. 

** I was," faid he, " when a youth, very free in 
cenfuring all religions, and chiefly Popery ; for, being 
bred among Roman catholics, I had the greater op- 
portunity of feeing their abfurdities, which I treafured 
up as fo much gain, without ever taking into ac- 
count their many virtues, of which they have 
their fhare. One day I was on a party of pleafure, 

at a place called , and in prefcnce of a poor 

country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributing to 
them many vices, and particularly fornication and 
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adultery. The man refifted me, and declared it 
was impoflible. Then I fuppofe, faid I, if a prieft 
and a woman were locked up in a room together 
for a year, and the woman in a week after coming 
forth was brought to bed of a child, you would not 
believe it to be the prieft's. No, faid he, 1 would not. 
Then how comes the child? I don't know, replied 
he — any way but by him. In fliort, he would believe 
in felf-impregnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather 
than allow a prieft to be capable of fornication/* 

" But," faid I, " you fuppofed a cafe — if the fellow 
was fhrewd enough to fay, no fuch cafe could at all 
happen, he would have put you down ; that was what 
he meant, though he knew not how to go about 
cxpreffing it. 

The difficulties and hazards of the journey, which 
feemed to thicken upon us as we advanced, made 
me pant for a fpeedy Oonclttfion to it ; and the adven- 
ture of the laft day opened more clearly to my view 
the dangers we had to encounter, which were ftill 
likely to increafe as we got to the eaftward and 
fouthward, where the fury of bigotry raged with- 
out remorfe ; where the greater diftance from the 
feat of government made the populace more law- 
lefs, and the magiftrate more corrupt and tyrannical ; 
where the total feclinfion from all well ordered fociety 
rendered the manners barbarous ; where ftrangers were 
feldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfecuted ; and 
where particularly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely 
any Englifliman had ever fet his foot ; and above all, 
where the very winds that blew were charged with 
deftruftion, atid carried inftant death upon their wings. 
I therefore earneftly longed to reach Moful, where the 
probability was, I fhould get at leaft the more com- 
fortable and commodious conveyance of water carriage, 
and where I might refrefli myfelf completely, after 
the fatigues of fo many days journey } and, if the»e 
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was occafion, claim a guard and proteftion, having 
along with mc a letter to the bafliaw, which I 
might withhold or deliver, jud as bell fuited my in- 
diination or convenience. 

I could not help viewing with a fad and melan- 
choly eye my preicnt ftate ; wandering, I may fay 
alone, unatccommodated and wretched, through an 
inhofpitablc region, and more inhofpitable people; 
where danger befet me in a thoufand forms, and 
every ftep I took, I took in hazard of my life ; and 
comparing it with thofe fcenes of opulence and 
comfort which I had once experienced, whc^ every 
lawful wifti met with its accomplifliment ; where 
every neceffity was fupplied, and every difficulty 
obviated ; where tender love and attachment- antici- 
pated every defire ; and foothed every care : where 
the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommoda- 
tions of tender relatives, Vj^^e, Aildren, faithful friends, 
ancf kindly intimates gave a zed to life, made me feel 
that my exiftence was of intereft to others as well 
as to myfelf, and communicated a confcious impor- 
tance which thelfolated, folitary, felfifli n\an can never 
feel : I could* not help looking back with grief and 
mortification, to think that I once pofleffed thofe 
bleffings, Jlnd Ihould perhaps polTefs them no more ; 
- but, on the contrary, might perifh unknown, un- 
heeded, and unlamented, in an unknown comer of 
the wilds of an unknown hoftile countn% without one 
friend to folace or to cheer me, or tell to thofe who 
loved or took iliare in my concerns, the place where 
I lay, or the particulars of my fate. 

Nor in this difmal train of reflections was Aleppo 
forgotten. It made the great connefting link be- 
tween my former happinefs and prel'ent mifery; it 
was, as it were, the door through which I pafled when 
I took my laft farewell of comfort : when it clofed 
^d (hut me out, the profpeft was indeed gloomy ; 
nor did I after feel one happy fcafation, unlefs the 
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convulfivc ti*anfports of a laugh, and the boifterous 
fleeting mirth arifing from the Angularities of my 
guide^ which, as the furge raifed by the tempeft 
above its proper height lifts up the ihattered bark 
only to caft it on the beach andjleave it fhip wrecked, 
elevated my fpirits for the moment beyond th^ir proper 
pitch, to retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors 
of ten times deeper melancholy. 

Perceiving how much caft down I was, my friendly 
Tartar began to rally me : '^ Jimmel," faid he, " the 
fantons have frightened you : — ^but don't be afraid 
—Hassan Artaz is no boy : he can bring yoa' 
through greater difficulties than thofe, Ihould they be- 
fell us." 

** But how comes it,*' faid I, " Haffan, that you, 
who have fo much power at the caravanferas, have 
not' power to relift thofe rafcally fantons, or the 
mobs of a village ?" 

'' Why, as to the mob,'!, faid he, " if I was *by 
myfelf, or had only a true Believer with me, I would 
make them fly before me like the duft before the 
wind. As to the fantons, no one can refift them: 
the Great, who hate them, are obliged to £how them 
refpeft : and the Balhaw of Aleppo, nay the Comman- 
der of the Faithful himfelf, could not fave you, if one 
of them cfalled on the mob to ftone you, or tear 
you to pieces. However, be of good cheer ; for, 
pleafe Alla, I will deliver you fafe and found to thr 
Coja at Bagdad : befides, we fhall very foon be at 
Moful from whence we will go down by water, which 
will be very pleafant : and the chief danger then will 
be in fair fighting, which is better than being cut oflf by 
fantons. — Should there be occafion," faid he, looking 
moft ferocioufly and brandilhing his whip— '^ fhould 
we be attacked by Curds or Robbers, you (hall 
fee — you ihall fee, Jimmel — Oh ! holy Prophet, how 
ril fight !" 

LETTER. 
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IT was early in the evening when thq pointed 
turrets of the city of Moful opened on our view, and 
<:ommunicated no very unpleafant fenfations to my 
heart. I found myfelf on Scripture ground ; and 
could not help feeiing fome portion of the pride of 
the traveller, when I reflefted that I was now within 
fight of Nineveh, renowned in Holy Writ. — The 
city is feated in a very barren fandy plain, on the 
banks of the river Tigris, embelliflied with the 
united gifts of Pomona, Ceres, and Flora. The 
external view of the town is much in its favour, 
being encompaffed with ftately walls of folid ftone, oveij 
which the ftecples or minarets of other lofty build- 
ings are feen with increafed effeft. Here I firft faw a 
large caravan encamped, halting on its inarch from 
the Gulph of Perfia to Armenia ; and It certainly 
made a moft noble appearance, filling the eye with 
a multitude of grand objefts, all uniting to form one 
magnificent whole. 

But though the outfide be fo beautiful, the infide 
is moft deteftable : the heat is fo intenfe, that in the 
middle of the day there is no ftirring out ; and even 
at night the walls of the houfes are fo heated by 
the day's fun, as to produce a difagreeable heat toe 
the body at a foot or even a yard diftance from 
• them. However, I entered it with fpirits, becaufc 
I confidcrcd it as the laft ftage of the worft part 
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of my pilgrimage. But, alas! I was difappomtcd in 
. my expeftation ; for the Tigris was dried up by the 
intenfity of the heat, and an unufually long drought j 
and I was obliged to take the matter with a patient 
flirug, and accommodate my mind to a journey on 
horfeback, which, though not fo long as that I had 
already made, was likely to be equally dangerous, 
and which therefore demanded a full exertion of 
fortitude and refolution. — There are a thoufand latent 
energies in every man, which only want the power- 
ful voice of neceiSty to call them out : and now 
drawn to the top of my bent, I prepared my mind 
to fet out in the morning, with as much cheerful- 
nefs as if the hopes of water , carriage to Bag- 
dad had never once occurred to my mind. 

It was ^ ftill the hot feafon of the year, and wc 
were to travel through 'that country, over which 
the horrid wind I have before mentioned fwceps 
its confuming blafts : it is called by the Turks famiel, 
is mentioned by holy Job under the name of the Eaft 
Wind, and extends its rayjiges all t^e way from the 
extreme end of the Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful ; 
it carries along with it fleaks of fire, like threads 
of filk ; inftantly ftrikes dead thofe that breathe it, 
and confumes them inwardly to aflies ; the flelh foon 
becoming black as a coal, and dropping off from the 
bones. Philofophers confider it as a kind of eleftric 
fire, proceeding from the fulphureous or nitrous exha- 
lations which are kindled by the agitation of the 
winds. The only poffible means of efcape from its 
fatal effefts, is to fall flat on the ground, and there- 
by prevent the drawing it in : to do this, however, 
it is neceffary firft to fee it, which is not always 
• prafticable. 

But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate 
is extremely dangerous to the blood and lungs, and 
even to the ikin, which it blifters and peels away 
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^ from the fldh, affefting the eyes fo much, that tra- 
vellers are obliged to wear a tranfparent covering 
over them to keep the heat oil 

That night, Haflan faid, that as we muft proceed 
to Bagdad on horfeback, he wbuld ftay the next 
at Moful to refrefh us ; which I objefted to : he 
then fix>ke of the fucceeding part of the journey 
as a thing of nothing : we had already come near 
nine hundred miles, and had not above five to go : 
befides, as the weather was warmer, we would 
travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day- 
time, in places with which he was "well acquainted. 

In fhort, the poor .fellow feemed to take an in- 
tcreft in my fafety, and to wiflb to alleviate the 
pains of my mind ; an4 he always concluded with 
a* remonftrance againft laughing, which . from fre- 
quently hearing I now uhderftood even in his own 
language. — " Don't laugh, Jimmel, don't laugh,** 
he tvould fay with great folemnity. — By the bye, I 
obferved, that when he was well difpofed to me he 
always called mcc Jimmel (a name which I prefume he 
conftrufted, with my fervant's affiftance, from the. 
refemblance of found between Campbel and Gamely 
Jimmel being the Turkifh for that animal) ; and when 
angry, he called me Frangi, with all its gradations 
of Turkifh abufe, Dumus, Cucu, &c. 

That evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man 
entered and fpoke to Haflan, who feemed to pay great 
attention to what he was faying. — He was a well 
made man — ^below the middle fize — and had that kind 
of countenance which befpeaks Ihrewdnefs, ingenuity, 
and mirth. At length he retired ; and foon after 
Haflan bade us rife and follow him : he went into a 
fort of public room, where a number of people 
were collefted, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee- 
houfes on low fl:ools. Haflan pointed to me to fit 
iiown, which 1 did: then placing the Interpreter 
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near us, he fat himfelf : and ftraight I perceived the 
little • man, who had juft been fpeaking to him, ftep 
forth from the Browd and begin to pronounce a 
fort of prologue, which I neither underftood nor 
wilhed to underftand : it appeared from bis cadences 
to be metrical, and feemed, by the little impreffioH 
it made on his auditors, to have nothing particular 
to recommend it. At length, however, he paufed, 
and, hemming feveral times to clear his pipes, began 
agiam to hold forth. " He is going to tell a ftory,** 
£i^ th* Interpreter. . The attention of all was fixed 
upon him, and he proceeded with a modulation of 
•tones, a variety of aftion, and an energy of expreffion, 
-, that I think I have never heard or feen excelled: 
his a£):ion indeed was Angularly admirable ; and I 
could preceive that he was occafionally fpeaking in 
the tones of a man and a woman ; in which latter 
charafter he gave a pifture of whining ludicroua* dif* 
trefs, that moved the rifible mufcles of all the company. 
I looked at Haffan, and he was grinning as merrily 
as could any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lin* 
guift occafionally interpreted what the ftory-teller 
was faying ; and I foon began to fufpeft that it was 
a ftory I had more than once* read in the Arabian 
Nights, though altered, and in fome meafure drama- 
tized by the fpeaker. I looked feveral times archly 
at Haifan, and he returned my glance, as much as 
to fay. You fee I don't laugh at all this. At length, 
however, the orator came to a part where he was 
to mimic a poor little hunch-back (for I now dif* 
covered it to be the ftory of little Hunch-l)ack) 
choking with a bone : he threw up his back ; 
fqueezed till all the blood in his body feemed col. 
lefted in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, 
his knees knocked, he twifted and folded his body, 
putting his fore-finger, and thumb into his throat, 
and pulling with all his might, as if to pull fome^ 

thing 
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thing out : at length he grew weaker, ftretchcd his 
arms down, and his fingers back, like thofc-of a 
perfon ftrangling — ^kicked, fell, -^quivered, and died. 
It is impoffible for any defcriptiori to do juftice to 
the perfcftion of his afting ; and what rendered it 
the more extraordinary was, that though it was a 
fcene of death, and well afted death, he continued 
to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fuf- 
pcnd the audience between a laugh and cry« They 
did not remain long fo ; for he fuddenly bounced 
up, and began the moft doleful lameutatien of a 
woman, and exhibited fuch a fcene of burjcfquc 
diftrefs as I never witneffed. All burft out* in tor. 
rents of laughter, HaiTan as well as the reft — I alone ^ 
remained purpofely feriojis; and the orator, according^ 
to cuftom, broke off in the middle of an interefting 
fcene. 

JAThen we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied 
ti^c Tartar on the fcore^of his laughter : he growled, 
and laid, " Who could avoid it ? Why did not you 
laugh as you were wont ?'* — " Becaufc,*' faid I, 
" he did not aft as comically as you/* — " No,'* 
returned he, '' but becaufe Franks and monkies only 
laugh for mifchief, and where they ought not. ^No, 
Jimmel, you will never fee me laugh at mifchief.'* 
<— '^ What," faid I, '^ not at a poor man's being 
choked to death !"—" Nay," faid he, "I feldom 
laugh, yet I could not avoid it the." That very 
hour, however, a puppet-fhow was exhibited in the 
fame room, and my grave guide laughed till the tears 
ran down his cheeks, and his vcMce funk into a whin- 
. ing treble. Kara ghufe was certainly extravagantly 
comical, though filthy ; and frightened a cadi with 
a whole troop of Janiffaries, by letting fly at them 
a fliot or two— ^ parte pod 

The next day we fet out well mounted, and puflied 
on with renovated fpirits towards Bagdad. Haflan 

could 
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could no more have the affurance to cenfure laughing 
and, as I was little difpofed to do it in time of danger, 
we were likely to agree well. In fliort, we began 
to like one another's company ; and if I brought 
him to be a greater laugher than he ufed to be, 
he gave himfelf the credit of haying made me much 
more ferious than I had been before — ^1 profited by 
hjs indrudions. 

It would be an effort as idle and fruitlefs on my 
part, as unentertaining and uninterefting on yours, 
to attempt to give you a regular detail of our progrefs 
from Moful to Bagdad ; the fame general cautions 
were obferved, with the fame occafional relaxations. 
HaflTan ftill continued to treat me with a repetition 
of himfelf and his horfe, his own feats and his horfe's 
feats ; to be filent when ill-tempered, and loqua- 
cious when gay ; to flog the attendants at the cara- 
vanferas ; order the beft horfes, and eat the beft vic- 
tuals, and to give me the beft of both ; and finally 
we had our fallings out and fallings in again : but 
I had not the mortification of feeing any more women 
tied in facks on horfes' backs, and excoriated with 
a ride of fifty miles a day. 

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftrag- 
gling callenders, a kind of Mahomedan monks, who 
profefs poverty and great fanftity j they were dreflfed 
all in rags, covered with filth, carried a gourd, by 
way of bottle, for water — I prefume fometimes for 
wine too — and bore in their hands a long pole deco- 
rated with rags, and pieces of cloth of various colours. 
They are fuppofed by the vulgar to have fuper- 
natural powers : but Haflan, who feemed to have 
caught all his ideas from his betters, expreiTcd no fort 
of opinion of them ; he Jalam^d to them and gave 
them money, however. It was extraordinary enough, 
that they were all in one ftory — all were going on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca — or, as they call it, Hadje. 
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As foon ts ever we got out of their fight and 
hearing, Haflan fhook his head, and repeated 
*' Hadje, Hadje !" fcveral times doubtingly, and 
grinned, as he was accuftomcd to do when he was 
difpleafed, without being able to manifcft anger. 
" Hadje !" he would cry, " Hadje, Hadje !" I 
aiked him what he meant ; and he laid, that thefc 
fellows were no more going to Mecca than I was. 
*' I have a thoufand and a thoufand times," faid he, 
*' met callcnders on the road, and always found 
them facing towards Mecca. If I am going fouth- 
ward, I always overtake them ; if northward, I 
meet them ; and all the time they are going where- 
cver their bufinefs carries them. I overtook," con- 
tinued he, " one of them one day, and I gave him 
alms and pafled him by ; he was coming he faid, 
after me, towards Mecca : but I halted on purpofe 
for a day, and he never pafled ; and a merchant ar- 
riving at the fame caravanfera informed me, he had 
met the very fame fellow four leagues farther north- 
ward i who had anfwered him with the fame ftory, 
and ftill had his face turned towards the fouth." 

Fifty years ago, no man in Turkey would have 
dared to hold this language; but every day's ex- 
perience evinces that the light of reafon fpreads its 
rays faft through the world— even through Turkey ; 
and furnifhes a well founded hope, that in another 
half century every monkifh impoftor (I mean real 
impoftors), whether they be Mahomedan monks, 
or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from focicty, 
and forced to apply to honeft means for fubfiftence. 
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My dear Frederick, 

After patlng through an immcnfe' tradt 
of country, diftinguiflicd by nothing that could ferve 
even as a cirqumftance to mark and remember our 
daily journeys, but which I obfervcd to grow mani- 
fcftly worfe, both in foil and climate, as wc pro- 
ceeded Southward, wc came in fight of the famous 
city of Bagdad, on the feventh day from that on 
which we left Moful, and on the eighteenth from 
that of my departure from Aleppo j in which eighteen 
days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly 
through a route which no European, I have reafbn 
to believe, ever took before* 

On entering the city, I deCred my guide to con- 
duct me to the houfe of a Merchant, to whom I. had 
got letters of credit and introduftion. He took me 
accordingly through the windings of feveral ftreets, 
and at laft flopped at the door of an Armenian Mer- 
chant, or Cojuy where he made me alight, and come 
in. I was received with great politcncfs ; and, on 
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producing my letter,^/ound thathe was not the pcr- 
fon to vi/hom it was dlrcfted : I accordingly made a 
fuitable apology, and was for retiring to find the 
hoiife of the proper pcrfon, for which purpofe the 
Armenian offered me a fervant, when, to my great 
aftoniihment, my Tartar interfered ; faid that it was 
to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and that 
1 muft remain where I was^ at the fame time order- 
ing the Armenian, in* a peremptory tone, to take 
charge of me, and ufe me well^ It was in vain that 
the Armenian endeavoured to explain to him the 
nature of the bufinefs, and that I infifted I muft go 
to the other Merchant — Hassan was peremtory, 
and declared that I fhould not. It was fo extremely 
outre and ridiculqus, that I could not be angry ; and 
the good Armenian uniting his voice with that of 
the Tartar, and entreating me to favour him with 
my company, I acquiefced, and indeed remained in 
his houfe all the time I wa? at Bagdad. This was 
proof pofitive, if any other than I already had was 
wanting, that he confidered me merely as a piece of 
merchandife, which he was bound (according to the 
language of Merchants) to deliver in good order 
and condition. 

I had undertaken, before leaving Aleppo, to give 
the guide, if he aftcd conformably to my wifhcs, 
and behaved well, twenty pounds over and above 
the hundred provided by the agreement : I therefore 
fent for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had 
heard that I was a pcrfon difi^crent from what he had 
fuppofed me to be : but it did not alter his conduft, 
as might be expefted, or make him ftoop to cring- 
ing; he ftill fpoke with the fame honcft, bold fami- 
liarity ; and when I gave him the promifed twenty 
pounds, he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked 
as if he expedted more : but when we came to part, 
the feelings he difclofed, and thofe I myfelf felr, 

convinced 
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convinced me, that Man is not naturally that brute 
which prejudice has made htihi; and, when left to 
its own operations, the human heart would be uni- 
formly kindly, afFeftionate, and fympathetic : the ' * 
poor, rough, unpolifhed Turk, betrayed the ftrongeft 
marks of fenfibility, and I myfelf once more felt the 
uneafinefs of parting, 

I think this is the proper place to give you my 
opinion of the Turks, while the rccolleftion of 
honeft HassXn is ftefh in my mind , and I cannot 
do it better than by* quoting the words of an excel- 
lent l**rench Writer 

" The Turks (fay§ M. du Loir) are naturally a 
good people, which is not to be afcribed to the cli- 
mate 5 for the Greeks born in the fame climate have 
very different difpofitions, and retain only the bad 
qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treachery, 
and vanity. The Turks, on the contrary, priding 
themfelves on their ii^grity and modcfty, are dif- 
• tinguiflied in generalbyan open, ingenuous fimpli- 
city of manners j courtiers only excepted, who, in 
Turkey, as every where elfe, are the flavcs of am- 
bition and avarice.*' 

The name of Bagdad has been fo renowned in 
Eaftern ftory, and is the fcene of fo many of thofe 
bewitching tales which we find tranflated, or pre- 
tended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and Per- 
fian, that I felt great pleafure in feeing it, and con- 
ceived myfelf to be at the very fountain-head of 
marvellous adventure and romance. Fraucrht with 
this idea, I was impatient to go forth into the town ; 
and notwithftanding the weather was beyond con- 
ception hot, I paraded a number of ftrects : but 
never did I, in the courfe of my life, fee a place fo 
calculated to bely the opinion one would form of ic 
from the eaftern tales. It appeared to me to be 
among the moft difagreeable cities of the world,^ 

s 3 and 
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^nd has no one circumftance that I could difcover 
to recommend it : the heat is fo great, that in the 
Summer-time the inhabitants are forced to keep 
their markets in the night, and to lie all night in the 
ppen air on the terraces of their houfes. 

The Armenian with whom I rcfided, did every 
thing in his power to render the place agreeable to 
me ; and I fhall always retain a lively fcnfe of his 
goodnefs and hofpitality : he was not only generous 
and polite, but well informed, and pleafing in con- 
verfation. I took occafion to exprefs to him the 
difappointment I felt at finding Bagdad fo very dif- 
ferent from what I expefted j and told him that I 
had, when a youth, learned to think highly of it, 
or rather romantically, from reading Eaftern tales, 
This led to a conversation on the Arabian Nights 
Entertainments, a copy of which he had in the 
Arabic, and produced it : he then fhewed me, with 
great triumph, a French tranflation of them, printed 
at Paris, which he had read, and declared that the 
tranflation was nothing at all in comparifon with the 
original. I believe he was well qualified to judge, 
for he was a perfecft mailer of the French language. 

We talked of the Eaftern tale of the Glafs Man, 
who, in a reverie^ increafes his ftock till he gets fo 
;-ich as, in imagination, to marry the Cadi's daugh* 
ter, &c. &c. and in kicking his wife, kicks all his 
glafles about, and deftroys the whole of his vifionary 
fortune. I praifed the humour of it much — " Sir,*' 
laid he, " there is nothing in it that may not be ex- 
perienced frequently in aftual life : thofe waking 
dreams are the ufual concomitants of opium : a man 
"^ho has accuftomed himfelf to the pernicious prac- 
tice of eating opium, is conftantly fubjeft to them. 
J have, in the courfe of my time, found ajthoufand 
of thofe dreamers holding forth in the plenitude of 
imaginary power. I have feen a common porter 

become 
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become Cadi, and order the baftinado. I have feen 
a wretched tailor raifed by the efFefts of opium to 
the office of Aga of the Janiflaries, depofing the 
Sultan, and ordering the bo-w-ftring to all about 
him. I have feen fome indulging in the blandifli- 
mcnts of love with Princeffes, and others wallowing 
in the wealth of Golconda. But the moft extraor- 
dinary vifionary of this kind I ever met with, was 
one who imagined himfelf tranflatcd to Paradife, 
co-equal to Mahomet, arid fitting by the fide of that 
prophet, arguing with him in defence of the ufe of 
wine and opium : he argued moft ingenioufly, lif- 
tened in filence to the fuppofcd arguments of his 
adverfary, anfwered them, replied, rejoined, and 
ftill argued on — till, growing at laft angry, he fwore 
that he was as good a prophet as him, did not care 
a fig for him, and called him fool and falfe prophet. 
A Turk who was prefent, in the fulnefs of his zeal, 
laid a ftick very heavily acrofs his flioulders, and 
put an end to the vifion : and never did I fee a 
wretch fo abjeft, fo forlorn, or fo miferably def- 
ponding ; he put his forehead to the ground, which 
he wet with his tears, crying, Mercy, Mahomet ! 
mercy, holy Prophet ! mercy. Alia ! — nor could he 
find relief (fuch is the ruin of opium) till he got a 
frefti fupply of it in his mouth, which foon gave 
him a temporary refpite from the horrors of his 
fituation." 

Unqueftionably, Bagdad was once a great city, 
of flouriftiing commerce ; but the Sultan Amurath 
the Fourth, when he made himfelf matter of it, put 
the richeft Merchants fettled there to death ; and it 
has ever fince gradually declined: About two days 
journey from it, lie the ruins of the once famous 
city of Babylon. I was much difpofed to go to fee 
it, and thence drop down the Euphrates to Baffora : 
but my Armenian hoft told me there was nothing in 

s 4 it 
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it to rccompenfc a pcrfon for half the trouble ; for, 
of that magnificent city, which was fixty miles in 
circumference, which was encompaffcd with walls 
eighty-feven feet in thicknefs, and three hundred 
and fifty in height, nothing was to be feen but the 
bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower 
of Belus, and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie 
with the reft in undiftinguifhed ruin. The greateft 
curiofities, then, were, in the firft place, the ruins 
of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel, 
which appeared to have been half a league in com- 
pafs; and the remains of a vaft bridge over the 
Euphrates, where it is half a league broad. 

I was not more anxious to arrive at the city of 
Bagdad than I was to leave it ; and having written 
letters, and put them in a way of being forwarded 
to Europe, I took leave of my friendly hofpi table 
Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments 
for his kindnefs, fct out on horfeback to a place on 
the Tigris, where I embarked in a boat, in order 
to proceed to Baflbra. This river, known fince 
the firft records of humanexiftence by Geographers, 
is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, Pliny fays, 
it has the name of Tigris, (in the Median language, 
a dart) ; and for its extraordinary courfe, which is 
in many places under ground, rifes in Armenia, 
finks into the earth near mount Taurus, and runs 
under a mountain— ♦theii rifing at the other fide, 
follows its courfe through the lake Thefpites — 
again finks frequently under ground, and continues 
hid at one time for a fpace of twenty-five miles; 
where, once more emerging, it glides along with a 
very rapid ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place 
called Korna, paflTes through Baffora, and falls into 
the Perfian Gulph. 

As the boat in which I took my paflage had no 
fonveriience for excluding the violence of the fun. 
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except an awning, I fufFcred extremely from the 
heat. The river itfelf was grand ; but the banks, 
and contiguous country, contained nothing to at- 
tract notice — no objeft to diverfify the dreary, de- 
ferted afpcft of the fcene — nothing to afford room 
for refleftion, or give birth to a new idea. I do 
not remember to have ever paffed through fuch a 
vaft extent of* country, fo uniformly dull and unin- 
terefting. The only thing that ferved to keep the 
mind ahve, was the apprehenfion of robbers, who, 
in great numbers, hover over this river, and plun- 
der paffengers. We had taken care, on leaving 
Bagdad, to be well provided with fire-arms; and 
they did us yeomen's fervice— for we were fre- 
quently attacked by robbers with a view to plunder, 
but found that a (hot or two difperfed and fent them 
off in confternation. One night, however, in paf- 
fing a creek, we perceived feveral boats iffuing 
from it, in great order, and in a manner that evinced 
method and premeditation : v/e filently prepared for 
their reception, and were completely ready to meet 
them warmly, while they thought us quite unpre- 
pared, and unconfcious of their approach : they firfl; 
endeavoured to board us by furpriie : wifliing rather 
to frighten than to kill them, we began by firing 
* over their heads j on which they fet up the moll 
horrible fliouts, and rulhed on with a tumultuous 
Tapidity, making the mod terrible noife, in order 
to intimidate us : they were by this time quite near 
us ; we therefore took aim at them, and let fly, and 
immediately perceived them in great confufion, 
fome of the boats lofing their helm, and falling with 
the ftream on the others : at laft we faw them fhecr 
off, and they gave us no farther trouble. 
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LETTER XLIV. 



After eight or ten as difagreeable days 
a$ I remember to have fpent in my life, weakened 
with inceffant watchinfg, haraffed with bodily fa- 
tigue, and melted with the exceflive heat of the fun, 
I arrived at the city of Baflbra, where I was received' 
with the utmdft hofpitality by Mr. Latouche, the* 
Company's Refident from Bombay, who did every 
thing poffible for my accommodation, and procured" 
me every inftruftion refpefting my further progrcfs. 
This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in mar- 
vellous ftory. The country about it is conlidered by 
the natives as the beft fpot in Afia, though the burn- 
ing winds annoy and frequently deftroy travellers, 
overwhelming them with mountains of hot fand, 
driven, like waves of the fea, before the temped 
out of the neighbouring deferts. It carries on a ' 
great trade, and is inhabited by vaft numbers of 
-Chriftians and Jews, The Englifh and Dutch have 
faftories here, as well for the purpofc of commerce, 
as the tranfitof difpatches, by way ofDamafcus and 
Aleppo, to Europe. The richeft' merchandife of 
India and Europe are brought here in caravans ; and 
its opulence is greatly increafed by the caravans of 
Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to 
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many 
rich commodities. The horfes of this place are 
celebrated fpr th^ir fuperior excellence : it is faid 
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that they will run thirty hours without meat or 
drink , I doubt the faft, and Ihould be forry to fetf 
fo inhuman an experiment tried. 

One comfortable circumftance attending Baflbra 
is, that at night the ftreets may be walked with per- 
fc6t fafi^ty at all hours. It is fubjeft to an Arab 
Prince, who is tributary to the Turk, and whofe 
revenue is very great, as well from the above-men- 
tioned caufcs, as becaufe he gives full liberty to all 
Nations to come and trade to his capital 

From Baflbra I took mjt paflage in a date-boat 
going to Mufkat, expefting to' get from thence a 
Ipccdy paffage to Bombay r but the boat fprung a 
leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into Bufliecr, 
. where I was very hofpitably received and entertained 
by Mr. Galley, the Company's Refident. 
. There really fecmcd to be an unufual fatality at- 
, tending me throughout the whole of my journey. 
You will recoUedt, in the firfl: inftance, I was pre- 
vented, by the war with France, from going by the 
dirc(5b route which I Ihoukl otherwife have taken, 
and obliged to pafs through the Low Countries and 
Germany — Li the next place, at Venice I was dif- 
appointed in obtaining a paffage to Latachasa ; and, 
immediately on the heels of that, loft my fervanc at 
Triefte, by fending him for letters to Venice — 
Afterwards, when I had gone to Alexandria with 
cxpedtatipn of travelling through Egypt, and view- 
ing that interefting part of the world, I found myfelf 
prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the 
country — the plague raging in Alexandria, and all 
the roads being blocked up by an incurfion of the 
Arabs. Thus mortified and difappointed, I turned 
about, in order to make my way in another direc- 
tion ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite 
furprife and regret, that an epidemic dlfeafe, little 
ihort of the plague, prevailed there, and fvvept off 
• H the 
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the inhabitants in great numbers : when» after fur- 
mdjbnting all thofe obftacles, I arrived at Aleppo, 
th^firll information I got was, that the caravan was 
gone, and that it would be a long time before 
another would be /eady ; and my departure from 
Aleppo was attended with circumftances no lefs in- 
aufpicious than my^ entrance — At Moful I expe- 
rienced another difappointment, by the river's being 
dried up, and rendered impradbicable by boats— 
My paffage from Baffora to Mufkat was impeded 
by the veflel fpringing a leak — And now, when at 
laft I hoped to get from Bulheer to Bombay, I was' 
ftopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was 
blocked up by French privateers, infomuch as ne 
vefTel could hope to efcape. I was therefore obliged 
to remain at Buflieer, till a Company's frigate, com- 
manded by Captain Hardy, and foon expefted, 
fhould afford me an opportunity of* proceeding to 
Bombay. Time, however, brought that period 
about ; and I took my. pafTagc, and arrived fafe at 
Bombay, where 1 foon after embarked on board a 
Porcuguefc veffcl, being the only conveyance that 
ofFered for me to proceed to Madras : fhe was firft 
bound to Goa, and we arrived fafely at that ifland, 
where I was received with great politenefs, and 
treated with the moft friendly attention, by Mr. 
Henshaw, the Englifh Refident. 

Goa belongs to the Portuguefe : the Viceroy of 
that Nation lives there in great pomp. It was once 
the fcene of the moft abominable cruelties, exer- 
cifed by that flagitious people on the natives, under 
pretended zeal for Chriftianity — I had read the Abbe 
Raynal's glowing defcription of it^ and as I trod 
the ground, my frame trembled at the thoughts of 
the maffacres perpetrated there. 

I was impatient to get from Goa, and yet I looked* 
forw^ard to my departure with a fecret uneafinefs, 

V far 
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for which I was entirely unable to account — I wiihed 
to proceed, and yet fome fccret foreboding wbif- 
pered to my heart that I was on the verge of cala- 
mity : fo powerful was it, and fo obftinate, that I 
could neither reafon away its admonitions, nor refift 
Its impreflions j and fomething inceftantly told me, 
in as plain language as if a human being fpoke, that 
J fhould fufFer a dreadful misfortune. As I had all 
my life been an enemy to fuperftition, I felt my 
fpirit infulted, and my underftanding degraded, by 
the involuntary vidtory which I allowed to this im- 
predion — I combated it with reafon, with ridicule, 
with felf-contempt — all in vain : in fpite of me, I 
became the very ftave of gloomy prefentiment; and 
in order to get the fuccedaneous aid of a friend's 
reafon, as well as to be prepared, I communicated 
thc.ftate of my feelings to Mr. Henshaw. In vain 
he endeavoured to cheer me : all he could do was to 
give me his counfel -, in confequence of which I 
aftually fettled all my affairs up to that day, made 
my will, left it with Mr. Henshaw, and, full of 
dreadful forebodings of fliipwreck, went on board 
a Portuguefe fnow bound to Madras. 

It was now the eighteenth day of May when we 
failed from Goa. The hemifphere had been for 
fome days overcaft with clouds.: fome light Ihowers 
of rain had fallen ; and you may conclude that it 
did not^tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my 
ominous apprehcnfions,' to hear that thofe circum-: 
fiances indicated an approaching gale of wind. I 
obfcrved, moreover, that the vcffel was much too 
deep in the water, being greatly overloaded — that 
fhe was in many rcfpefts defective, and, as the 
feamen fay, ill-found, and in Ihort very unfit to 
encounter a gale of wind of any violence. I fcorned, 
"however, to yield to thofe united impreflions, and 
determined to ^proceed. 

On 
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On the nineteenth, the fky was obfcured by im- 
menfe fleeces of clbuds, furcharged with inflam- 
mable matter i and in the evening, the rain fell in 
torrents, the firmament darkened apace, fudden 
night came on, and the horrors of extreme dark- 
nefs were rendered fl:ill more horrible by the peals 
of thunder which rent the air, and the frequent 
flafhes of lightning, which ferved only to fliew us 
tlfe horror of our fituation^ and leave us in increafcd 
darknefs : mean-time the wind became more vio- 
lent, blowing on the fliore ; and a heavy fea, raifed 
by its force, united with it to make our fl:ate more 
formidable. ^ 

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth, 
the gale had increafcd to a furious tcmpeft ; and the 
fea, keeping pace with it, ran mountain-high ; and 
as it kept invariably to the fame point, the Captain 
and Officers became ferioufly alarmed, and almoft 
perfuaded that the South-wefl Monfoon had fet in, 
which, if it were fo, would render it abfolutely im- 
pofllble for us to weather the coaft. All that day, 
however, we kept as clofe as the •violence of the 
weather would allow us to the wind ; but the fea 
canted her head lb to leeward, that fhe made more 
lee than head-way ^ and the rigging was fo fl:rained 
with the work, that we had little hope of keeping 
off the fhore, unlcfs the wind changed, of which 
there was not now the fmalleft probability. During 
the night there was no iritermiffion of the fl:orm : 
many of the fails flew into ribbons ; fome of the 
rigging was carried away j and fuch exertions were 
made, that, before morning, every (lick that could 
poffibly be fl:ruck was down upon the deck. 

About feven o'clock on the morning of the 
twenty- firfl:, I was alarmed by an unufual noifc upon 
the deck, and running up, perceived that every 
remaining fail in the veffel, the fore-fail alone ex- 
cepted. 
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ccpted, was totally carried away. The fight was 
horrible ; and the whole vcflel prefented a fpcftaclc 
as dreadful to the feelings as mortifying to human 
pride. Fear had produced, not only all the hclp- 
leffnefs of defpondency, but all the mifchievous 
freaks of infanity. In one place flood the Captain, 
raving, ftamping, and tearing his hair in handfuls 
from his head — here, fome of the crew were caft 
upon their knees, clapping their hands, and pray- 
ing, with all the extravagance of horror painted in 
their faces — there, others were flogging their images 
with all their might, calling upon them to. allay the 
ftorm. One of our paflengers, who wasP-urferof 
an Englifh Eaft-Indiaman, had got hold of a cale- 
bottle of rum, and, with an air of difl;ra6lion and 
deep defpair imprinted in his face, was (talking 
about in his liiirt. I perceived him to be on the 
point of fcrving it about, in large tumblers, to the 
few undifmayed people ; and well convinced, that, 
fo far from alleviating, it would fharpen the horrors 
of their mind, I went forward, and with much dif- 
ficulty prevented him. 

Having accomplifhed this point, I applied my- 
fclf to the Captain, and endeavoured to bring him 
-back (if pofllblc) to his recoUeftion, and to a fenfe 
of what he owed to his duty as a commander, and 
to his dignity as a man : I exhorted him to encou- 
rage the failors by his example ; and drove to raife 
his fpirits, by laying that the ftorm did not appear 
to me by any means fo terrible as fome I had before 
experienced. 

While I was thus employed, we Ihipped a fea on 
the ftarboard fide, which I really thought would 
have fent us down. The veflcl fecmcd to fink 
beneath its weight, fliivercd, and remained motion- 
lefs — it was a moment of critical fufpenfe: fancy 
made me think I felt her gradually defcending — I 
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gave myfelf up as gone, and fummoncd all my for- 
titude to bear approaching death with becoming 
manhood. 

Juft at this crifis, the water, which rufhed with 
incredible force through all parts of the veflel, 
brought out floating, and nearly fuffocatcd, another 
Englifli paflenger, who was endeavouring to take a 
little repofe in a fmall cabin boarded off from the 
deck : he was a very ftoyt young man, and full of* 
true fpirit. Finding that the veffel was not, as I 
had thought, going immediately down, he joined 
me in exhorting the captain to his duty : we per- 
fuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a 
number of trunks and packages with which the veflcl 
was much encumbered ; and with fome little exer- 
. tion, we got the pumps fct agoing. 

Here I will ftop, knowing the warm fenfibilitjr 
of my Frederick's mind; and, convinced that his 
fympathetic heart will go hand-in-hand with his 
Father's fufferings, I will not overcharge it with 
grief by an immediate continuation of the bufincfs, 
but defer it to another Letter. 



LETTER XLV, 






X HE name of the Englifh paffcnger, whom 
I mentioned to you in my laft Letter as affifting mc 
in getting the Captain and Mariners to do their duty, 
was Hall. He was a young man of a moft amiable 
difpofition, and with it poffeffed all t|iat manly fpirit 

that 
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that gives prefencc of mind in exigences of danger. 
He and I having, with great difficulty, got fome 
hands to flick to the pumps, flood at the wheel, 
at once to affifl the men, and prevent them from 
quitting it; and, although hopelefs, determined 
that no effort prafticable on our parts Ihould be 
wanting to the prefervation of the vefTcl. The 
water, however, gained upon the pumps, notwith- 
ftanding every effort i and it evidently appeared 
that we could not keep her long above water. 

At ten o'clock the wind fcemed to increafe, and 
amounted to a downright hurricane : the fky was fo 
entirely obfcured with black clouds, and the rain 
fell fo thick, that objefts were not difcernible from 
the wheel to the fhip*s head. Soon the pumps were 
choaked, and could no longer be worked : then 
difmay feized on all — nothing but unutterable def- 
pair, filent anguifh, and horror, wrought up to 
frenzy, was to be feen j not a fingle foul was ca- 
paible of an effort to be ufeful — all feemed more 
delirous to extinguifh their calamities by embracing 
death, than willing, by a painful exertion, to avoid it. 

At about eleven o'clock we could plainly diflin- 
guifh a dreadful roaring noife, refembling that of 
waves rolling againfl rocks ; but the dackncfs of the 
day, and the accompanying rains, prevented us 
from feeing any diflance j and if they were rocks, 
we might be adbually dafhed to pieces on them before 
we could perceive them. At twelve o'clock, how- 
ever, the weather cleared up a little, and both the 
wind and the fea fcemed to have abated : the very 
expanfion of the profpedl round the fiiip was ex- 
hilerating; and as the weather grew better, and the 
fea lefs furious, the fenfes of the people returned, 
and the general flupefa£lion began to decreafe. 

The weather continuing to clear up, we in fome 
time difcovercd breakers and large rocks without 

T fide 
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fide of Us ; fo that it appeared we mufl: have palRd 
quite clofe to them, and were now fairly hemmed 
in between them and the land. 

In this very critical junfture, the Captain, entirely 
contrary to my opinion, adopted the dangerous re- 
folution of letting go an anchor, to bring her up' 
with her head to the fea : But, though no feaman, 
my commbn fenfe told me that fiie could never ride 
it out, but muft direftly go down. The event 
nearly juftified my judgment; for Ihe had fcarccly 
been at anchor before an enormous fea rolling over 
her, overwhelmed and filled her with water,. and 
every one on board concluded that fhc was certainly 
finking' — On the infliant, a Lafcar, with a prefencc 
of mind worthy an old Englifli mariner, took aa 
axe, ran forward, and cut the cable. 

On finding herfelf free, the veflel again floated, 
and made an effort to right herfelf; but fhc was 
almoft completely water-logged, and heeled to lar* 
board fo much that the gunnel lay under water. Wc 
then endeavoured to ftecr as faft as W(* could for the 
land, which we knew could not be at any great dif- 
tance, though we were unable- to difcover it through 
the hazy weather : the forefail was loofened j by 
great efforjs in bailing, ftic righted a little, her 
gunnel was got above water, and we fcudded as well 
as we could before the wind, which ftill blew hard 
on fhore; and at about twb o'clock the land ap- 
peared at a fmall diftance a head. 

The love pf life countervails all other confidera- 
tions in the mind of man. The uncertainty wc 
were under with regard to the fhore before us, which 
we had reafon to believe was partof Hyder Alli's 
dominions, where we fhould meet with the moft 
rigorous treatment, if not ultimate death, was for- 
gotten in the joyful hope of faving life ; and wc 
fcudded towards the fhore in all the exulting tranf- 

ports 
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ports of people juft fnatchcd from the jaws of 
death. 

This gleam of happinefs continued not long : a 
tremendous fea rolling after us, broke ovcr'ourftern, 
tore every thing before it, ftove in the fteerage,* car- 
ried away the rudder, ftiivered the wheel to pieces, 
and tore up the very ring-bolts of the deck — con- 
veyed the* men who ftood at the wheel forward, and 
jwept them overboard. I was (landing, at the time^ 
near the wheel, and fortunately had hold of the taf- 
farel, which enabled me to refift in part the weight 
of the wave. I was, however, fwept off my feet, 
and daflbed againft the main-maft. The jerk from 
the tafFarel, which I held very tenacioufly, feemcd 
as if it would have diflocaced my arms : however, it 
broke the impetus of my^ motion, and in all pro- 
bability faved me from being daihed to pieces againft 
the maft. 

•I floundered about in the water at the foot of the 
maft, till at length I got on my feet, and fcized a 
rope, which I held in a ftate of great embarraffment, 
jdubious what I Ihould do to extricate myfelf. Ac ^ 
this inftant I perceived that Mr. Hall had got 
upon the capftern, and was waving his hand to me 
to follow his example : this I wifhed to do, though 
it was an enterprife of fome rifk and difficulty i for, 
if I loft the hold I had, a fingle motion of the vcflel, 
or a full wave, would certainly carry me overboard. 
I made a bold pufh, however, and fortunately ac- 
complifhed it. Having attained this ftation, I could 
the better furvey the wreck, and faw that the water 
was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for 
the veflel was deep-waifted) s and I perceived the 
unfortunate Englifh Purfcr ftanding where the water 
was moft {hallow, as if watching with patient ex- 
pc6lation its rifing, and awaitiAg death : I called to 
him to come to us, but he fhook his head in defpair, 

T d and 



Itnd ikid, ifi a lamentable tone, '^ It is all over V9\th 
bs ! God have mercy upon us !" — then feated him- 
felf with fetming compofurc on a chair which hap- 
pened to be roHing about in the wreck of the deck, 
clnd in a few minutes afterwards was wafhed into tha 
fea along with it, where he was foeedily rclcafcd 
fiiMn a ftace ten thoufand times worie than death. 

During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror 
I Was in could not prevent me from obferving a very 
curious circtHttftance, which at any other time woidd 
have excited laughter, though now it produced no 
other amotion than lurprifc — We happened to be 
in part laden with mangoes, of which the ifland of 
Goa is known to produce the fineft in the world i 
(otnt of them lay in baikets . on the poop ; a Kttle 
black boy, in the moment of greatcft danger, hiid 
got ieated by them, devouring chem voracioufly, 
and crying all the time moft bitterly at the horron 
of his fituation ! 

The vcfiel now got cooiplctely :»vater-k>gged 5 
and Mr. Hall and I were employed in forming 
conjc&uf al calculations how many minutes fhe could 
keep above water, and confoling one another on the 
unfortunate circumftances under which we 'met— 
lamenting that fate had thus brought us acquainted 
only to make us witneffes of each other's mifcry, 
and then to fee one anothef no more. 

As the larboard fide of the veffel was gradually 
going down, the deck, and of courfc the capftem, 
became too nearly perpendicular for us to continue 
on it: we therefore foreiaw the neccflity of quitting 
it, and g9t upon the ftarboard fide, holding faft: by 
the gunnel, and allowing our bodies and legs to 
yield to the fea as it broke over us. Thus we con- 
tinued for fome time : at length the feverity of the 
labour fo entirely cxhaufted our ftrength and fpirits, 
that our bcft hope feemcd to be a fpeedy conclufion 

to 
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to our painful death > and we began to have ferious 
intentions of letting go our hold, and yielding our- 
fclves up at once to the fury of the waves. 

The veffel, which all this time drifted with the 
fea and wind, gradually approximated the Ihore; 
and at length • ftnick the ground, which fbr an in- 
ftant revived pur almoft departed hopes ; but WiC 
foon found tha^it did not in the fmalleft degree bet- 
ter our fituation — ^Again I began to yield to utter 
dcfpair — again I thought of letting, go my hold, and 
finking at once : It is impoflible . thought I ever to 
efcape — why, then, 'prglong, for a few miquccs^ a 
painful exigence that muft at lafl: be given up? 
Yct^ yet, the alUfubduihg love of life fuggefted, 
thai many things apparently impoffible had come t:o 
pafs I and I faid to myfdf. If life is to be loft, why 
BOI lofe it in a glorious ftruggle ? Should I furvive 
k by accident, life* will be rendered doubly fweee 
to me, and I ftill more^worthy of it by perfevcring 
fertitude. 

. * While I #as employed in thw train of refleftiofi, 
Ipcrceived fome of the peoplevcoUefting together» 
talking, and holding a confulcation— It immediately 
occurred to me, that they were deviling fome plan 
%r efcaping from the wrecks and getting on fhore : 
mdi, fo natural is it for man to cling to his fellow^ 
ereature for fupport in difficult or dangerous exi- 
gences, I propofcd to Mr. Hall to join them, and 
take a fhare in the execution, of the plan*— "Obferving 
10 him at the fame time, that I was determined at 
all events to quit the vtllcl, and truft to the pro^ 
te£lion and guidance of a ii^^intending Provid^ce 
for the reft. .*, 
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As prodigality of life is, in fomc cafes, the 
icxccfs of virtue find courage— ^-fo there are others in 
which it is vice, meannefs. and cowardice. True . 
courage is, accpfding to the circumftances under 
which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi- 
lant of life ia one cafe, as it is indifferent and rc- 
gardlefs in another i and I think it is a very ftraHgc 
contradiftion in the ,hunian heart falthough it often 
happens), that a man who has th« moft unbounded 
courage, in fecking death 'Cven in .the cannon's 
mouth, Ihall yet want the neceffary refolution to 
make exertions to fave his life in cafes of ordinary 
danger. The unfortunate Englifh Purfer could not 
colle6t courage fufficient to make an effort to favc 
himfelf 5 and yet I think it probable that he would 
have faced a btttcKy of artillery, or expofed himfelf 
to a piftol-Ihot, if occafion required, as foon as any 
other man. Thus it appears at firft view : but may 
not this fceming incongruity be explained by faying, 
that perfonal courage and fortitude are different 
qualities of the mind and body, and depend upon 
the exercife of entirely different functions ? 

Be that as it may, I argued with myfelf, in the 
height of my calamitous fituation, upon the fubjeft 
of fortitude and dcjeftion, courage and cowardice -, 
and, notwithflanding the ferious afpcft of affairs, 
found myfelf liflening to the fuggeflions of pride: 

■ ' . What 
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What a paltry thing to yield,, while ftrength is left* 
- taftruggie! "Canity herfeif had her hint, and whif- 
pcrcd, "Should I efcape by an effort of my own, 
what a glorious theme of exultation V There were, 
I confefs, tranlitory images in my mind, which, co- 
operating with the natural attachment to fclf-pre- 
I lerVaiion, made me perfevere, and rcfolve to do lb, 
while one veft^e of hope was left for the mind to 
dwell on. 

•* Obferving, as I toktyou before, the people con- 
fulting together, and^refolving to join them, I made 
an effort to gertcf the lee llirouds, where they were 
ftanding, or rather clinging j but- before I could ac- 
complilh it, I loft myiiold, fell flown the hatchway 
(the^ gratings liaving ' been carried away with the 
longboat), and was for fome minuted entangled 
there amongft a heap of packages, whirfh the violent 
• flumiations of the water 'had collefted on the lee 
fide". As tjie vtflel moved with the fea, and the 
water flowed in,* the packages and I were rolled 
together— fomctimes 6iie, fometimes another^ up- 
permoft ; fo*that I began to be ^prehenfive I fliould 
not be able, to extricate myfclf t by the mereft ac- 
cident, however, I grafped fomething that lay in my 
way, made a vigorous fprtng, and gained the lee 
Ihrouds. Mr. Hall, who followed 'me, in feizing 
the ftiTOuds, came thump againft rii*' with fuch vio^ 
lence' that I could fcarcely retain* my -hold of the 
rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituationin 
which I ftood, I called out to him for God's fake to 
keep off*, for that I wa$> rendered quite breathlefs 
and worn out : he generoiifly endeavoured to make 
way for me, and, in doing fo, unfortunately loft his 
hold, and went down under the ftiip's fide. Never, 
never fhall I forget my fenfattons at this melancholy 
• incident — I would have given millions of worlds 
' that I could have reciilled the words which made 

T 4 him 
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ihim 'move ; my mind was wound up to the laft 
pitch of anguilh : I may truly fay, that this was the 
moft bitter of all the bitter moments of my life, 
compared with which the other circumftances of the 
fhipwre^k fecmed leiTened — for I had infenfibly ac- 
quired an.unufual eilcem and warm attachment for 
him, and was doubtful whether, after being even 
the innocent occafion of his falling, I ought to take 
further pains to^preferve my own life. All thofe 
fenfatipns were pafling with the rapidity of lightning 
through my thoughts, when, as much to my aitonifli- 
ment as to my joy, I faw him borne by a returning 
wave, and thrown among the very packages from 
which I had but juft before, with fuch labour and 
difficulty, cxtricaiicd myfclf— In the end he proved 
equally fortunate, but after a much ' longer and 
harder *ftruggle, and after fuftaining much more 
injury. 

I once more chinged my ftation, and made my 
way to the poop, where I found myfclf rather more 
flieltered — I earneftly wilhed Mr. Hall to be with 
me, whatever might be my ultimate fate — and 
beckoned to him to come to me j but he only an- 
fwercd by Ihaking his head, in a feeble, defponding 
manner^— flaring at the fame time wildly about him.: 
even his fpirit was fubducdj and defpair, I per- 
ceived, had beguh to take poffcffion of his mind. 

Being a little more at eafe in my new ftation than 
I had been before, I had more time to deliberate, 
and more power to judge. * I recoUefted, that, ac- 
cording to the courfe of time, the day was far gone, 
and the night quickly approaching: I reflefted, that 
for any enterprize wh^tfoever, day was much pre- 
ferable to night i and above all I confidered, that 
the veffcl could not hold long together — I therefore 
thought, that the beft mode I could adopt would 
be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thing 

I could 
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I cdold fee r^nd, as the wind and water both fcemcd 
to run to the fliorc, to take my chance in that way 
df reaching it. In purfuancc of this refoliltion, I 
tore off my fhirt, having before that thrown off the 
other parts of my drefs — I looked at my fleeve but- 
tons, in which was fee the hair of my departed chil- 
dren — and, by an involuntary aft of the imagination, 
afked myfelf'the qucftion, .*' Shall I be happy 
enough to meet them where I am now about to go ? 
—•fliail thofe dear lad* re mains, too, become'^ a prey 
to the dc\feurin^ deep ?'* — In that inftant, rcafon, 
fufpended by*the liorrors of the fcene, gave way to 
inftinft ; ancf I rolled my fliirt up, and very care- 
* fully thrufl it into a hole between decks, with the 
wild hopes thiat the fleeve buttons might yet efcape 
untouched/ Watching my opportunity, I faw a log 
of tvood floating' near the vcflel, and> waving my 
band to Mr. Hall as a lafl: adijij^ jumped after it. 
Here, again^ I was dooriicd to aggravated hardfliips 
— -Ihad fcarcely toughed the log when a great fea 
fnatched it fropi my hold : fl:iil as it came n^ar me, 
I grafped at -it ineffeftually, till at lafl: it was com- 
^ pletely carriccl away, but not before it had cut and 
battered and bruifed me in fevcral places, and in a 
•inanner that at any other time I fliould (lave thought 
dreadful. ; 

Death feemed inevitable j and all that occurred to 
me now to"d6, was to accelerate it, ahdgetoutof 
its pangs as fpecdily as pofliblci for, though I knew 
how to fwim, the tremendous furf rendered fwim- 
ming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been 
ridiculous. I therefore began to fwallow as much 
water as poflible j yet, fl:rH rifing by the boyant 
principle of the waves to the furface, my former 
thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was that, 
or natural inftinft, which furvived the temporary 
impreflions of dcfpair, I know not—but I endea- 
voured 
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voured to fwim, which I had not done long, when- 
i again difcovered the log of wood I had loft float- 
ing near me, and with fomc difficulty caught it : 
hardly had it been an inftant in my hands, when, 
by the fame unlucky means, I loft it again. I had 
often heard it faid in Scotland, that if a man will 
throw himfelf flat on his back in the water, lie quite 
ftraight and ftifF, and fuffi?r iiimfelf to fink *t ill the 
water gets into his ears, he will continue to float fo 
for ever: this occurred to me now, and I deters 
mined to try the experiment 5 fo I threw myfclf on 
my back in the manner I have dcfcribed, and left 
myfelf to the difpofal of providence i nor was it 
long till I found the truth of the faying — for I floated 
with hardly an eflFort, and began for the firft time 
to (^onceive fom^thing like hopes of prefcrvation. 

After lying in this manner, committed to^the dilf. 
cretion of the tide5,.I foon* faw the veftel — law that 
it was at a confiderable diftance beKind me. Live- 
licfthope began to play abobt my heart, and joy 
fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind : 
I began to form the favourable conclufion, that the 
tide was carrying me rapidly to land from the vefTel, 
and that I Ihould foon once more touch Urrafirma. 

This expeftation was a cordial that revived my ' 
exhaufted Ipirits : I took courage, and left myfelf 
ftill to the fame all direfting Power that had hitherto 
preferved me, fcarcely doubting that I fliould foon 
reach the land. Nor was I miftaken \ for, in a fliort 
time more, without effort or exertion, and without 
once turning from off my back, I found myfelf ftrike 
againft the fandy beach. Overjoyed, as you may 
well fuppofe, to the higheft pitch of tranfport at my 
providential deliverance, I made a convulfive fpring, 
and ran up a little diftance on the fhore ; but was fo 
weak and worn down by fatigue, and fo unable to 
clear my ftomach of the fait water with which it was 

loaded. 
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loaded, that I fuddcnly grew deadly fick, and appre- 
hended that I had' only exchanged one death for 
another 5 and in a minute or two famted away. 



LETTER XLVII. 
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X HAT admirable man, and fagacious pene- 
trating philofopher, Dr. Franklin, has left iis, 
Simorig innumerable inftruftions for the conduft of 
human Kfe, and for remedying many of the grievan* 
ces of It, difedtions for going a voyage at fca, and 
has particujarly enforced the folly of quitting fhips 
haftily, and yielding one's felf up to defpair. I am 
convinced, that nine tenths of the people who perifh 
by fhipwreck, perifh from the want of prefence of 
mind, and TufEcient fortitude to bear them out. 
The unhappy purfer, who fat deliberately in a chair, 
and fuffercd himfelf, without a ftruggle, to be car- 
ried overboard, is an inftance in point. The feeble 
conduft of the captain and crew is another. Had 
he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and afting 
t^e part a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken 
''vigorous fncafures in time ; and had they, inftead 
of whimpering prayers on their knees, and whipping 
their images, made all clear, and prepared for the 
worft^ in fhort, had they, ^according to the moral 
of the old fable, put their fhoulder to the wheel, in- 
ftead of calling on Hercules, it is not impofTible but 
the veffel might have been faved. 
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As for my part, the joy of cfcapihg immediate' 
ckath made me blind to the othcr^ mifcrics of ihy 
fituation. Naked, moneylefs and frieodlefs, upoa 
an unknown, and probably jnhofpitaole coaft, what 
rcafonable caufe had I to rdjoice ? Perhaps the re- 
vcrfc. But that remains to be fcen. 

How long I continued in the fwoon into which I 
had fallen, it is impoflible for me to tell ; but, when 
I recovered, I found myfelf furrounded by a guard 
of armed foldiers, fepoys, and pikemen; I knew 
them immediately to be the troops of Hyder Alli, 
and almoll wifhed myfelf back into the waves again. 
Looking round, I faw that the people and effcfts 
that had been faved from the wreck were colledcd 
all together along with me. 

In this ftate we remained till it was dark; A 
Lafcar * belonging to the veflel, perceiving that my 
nakednefs gave me great concern, tore into two a 
piece of cloth which he had tied round his waifl:^ 
and gave me one part of it, which afforded a'fhorc 
apron. This fimpic aft of a poor, uninformed black 
man, whom chriftian charity would call an idoiator^ 
methought had more of the triie and eiTential fpirit 
of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading 
ncwfpaper public charities of London-— the flough of 
purfe -proud vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. 
Of all the a6ls of beneficence that I ever met with, 
it ftruck me the moft forcibly : it had kindncfs, dif- 
intercftednefs and delicacy for its bafis; and I, have 
never fince thought of it without wifliing that I could 
meet the man, to reward him for his beneficence 
with a fubfiftence for life. The lower order of 
people of a certain country, I know, would think a 

* Natives of India, employed fometimes as Tailors, focnetiafs 
for inferior offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, drawing 
guns, &c. 

man 
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man' in fuch ctrcumftances as I was chfcn in, a fitficr 
objeft of pleafantry than pity. ' , 

The vaft quantity of fait waoer I had fwallowcd, 
ftill made tpc d<iad}y fic^ in the ftomach : however, 
after fome crnie, I chreilr it up^ and gat great relief. 
Thad hardly felt the comfortable cfteds of this, he* 
fore I w^ ordered to maTch : nine oi us, all Lafcars 
except rayfelf, were jconveyed to a village at a few 
miles ^iftanoton the fca-fidc, wiiere we were for the 
night put imoa fqoare place, walled round, open to 
the incirffif ncy of the weather above and below, and 
filled with large logs of wood ; it blew moft vio-* 
lently, and the rain fell in torrents — while not one 
ftnooth plajik could fee found on wfcicb to ftretch 
^Mir fatigued an^ wafted bodies. Thus, naked, lick, 
€;3c,hauAed with fatigiie and faAing, drenched with 
wet, aiid unable to lie dowia, our ^onifcry might be 
iUppofed to be incapable of incirafe. But, alas ! 
wfcccc -are thf bounds which we can ftt to human 
woe f-f— Thirft, that* moft dreadful of pains, oc- 
cafioned by the drenching with fait water, feized 
186; we begged, wt untreated, we clamoured for 
jwtcf ; but the inhuman wretches, deaf to the groans 
aiid icrecchcs of their feUow-crcatures, (for ibme 
girew delirious with the agofty of thirft), refufed 
them even the chptp and miferable indulgence of a 
drop of water ! I 

The influence .of the mind upon the body has 
been much infifted on by philofophers and phy- 
ftcians, and I beUeve wHl be admitted by all wiic 
men. I was myfelf in this inftancc, a ftriking proof 
of it ; for, though I had fwallowed and thrown up 
fo much (alt water, though my thirft had exceeded 
any thing I had ever before felt — yet, finding that 
Water was not to be had or cxpeftcd, I compofed 
my mind to do without it, diverted my thoughts 
from it by the contemplation of the many other evils 

which 
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which bcfct me, and paffed the night without that 
horrible agony experienced by the others. 

Indeed, a night of more exquifite horror cannot 
be imagined. The thoughts of being a prifoner to 
Hyder Alli, was, of itfelf, fufficient to render 
me completely unhappy: but my utter want of 
clothes almoft put me befide myfelf 5 and lying ex- 
pofed to the open air, where I was glad to fit clofe 
to the Lafears to receive a little heat from their 
bodies, and to hold open my mouth in order to 
catch a drop of the defcending rain, was a ftate that 
might be confideredas the higheft refinement upon 
mifery. 

' About four o'clock in the morning, a little cold 
rice was brought us to eat, and water was dug out 
of a hole near the fpot for us; but as all things in 
this life are good or bad merely relatively, this 
wretched fare was fome refrefhment to us. I was 
then removed to the ruins of a toddy-hut,* feparated 
from the reft, and a guard fet over me. Here I had 
full room for reflcftion, and could " meditate .e*en 
to madnefs," The whole of my fituation appeared 
•before me with all its aggravating circumftances of 
horror; and to any one who confiders it, I believe 
it will appear that it was hardly pofllble to fill the 
bitter cup of calamity fuller. Oh ! what were my 
thoughts ! My family bereft of him on whofe eflForts 
they were in a great meafure to depend for fupport 
and protection — you, then a little innocent cherub, 
appeared to my diftrafted imagination twining round 
your mother's neck, and, in infant clamour, calling 
yeur father-r-while he, in a dreadful captivity, com- 
pared with which even a cruel death were mercy, 
lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perifhing with the 

* A fmall temporary hut> where tod^ (a liquor cxtradled from 
the cocoa-nut tree) is fold. 

inclemency 
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inclemency of the* weather, wanting even food fit 
for his fupport, and expofed to the fcourgc of every 
petty tyrant that fcarbarous power might employ to 
guard him ! — Such were my refleftions : they were 
in reafon well founded ; for there was no probability 
'of my being ever releafed, as my captivity was un- 
likely to be known to my country, or by my 
friends. '" • - , ' 

In this ft^rc I was, when, to my utCf r aftonifh- 
mcnt, and to my no lefs joy, the amiable companion 
of my Ihipwreck, Mr. Hall, appeared before me. 
I fcarceiy knew how to think his appearance reality, 
as I undcrftood that the Lafcars then along with mc 
were all that were faved ftom the wreck ; and he 
was, at the time I parted from him, fo exhauftcd 
both in body and mind, that I thought he would be 
the laft who could efcape. He, however, ihook 
me by the hand ; and, fitting down, told me that he 
^Aad/ given me up for loft, and remained with the 
vcflfcL until the tide, having ebbed, left her almoft 
dry — that, immediately on getting aftiore, and being 
taken prifortcr, he made inquiries about me, and 
heard that I had .been faved — that, finding this, his 
joy was fuch as to fttake him almolt forget his own 
misfortunes — and, ekefeting all his entre^ities not to 
be feparated from me,r?they had been fo far indul- 
gent to him, and had brought him to me, that we 
might be companions in bondage. He added, that 
out of eleven Europeans ;and fifty-fix. Lafcars who 
were on board, only he and I of the former, and 
fourteen of the latter, were faved from the wreck, 
the reft having been cirowned in the attempt, ex- 
cepting forae who, overcome with terror, anguifh 
and anxiety, and exhaufted with fatigu^, had bid a 
formal adieu to their companions, let go their hold, 
and calmly and voluntarily given themfelvcs up to 
the deep, 

I here 
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• I here took occafion to remark to him, what I 
have already faid to you, that thoufands lofe their 
lives for want of prefevcrance, fortitude, and cou- 
rage, to prcfcrve them — Had the Englifti Purfer 
coUefted courage enough to hold faft till the tide 
ebbed, he might hav6 been fafe on fhore as we 
were, as he was fupcrior to either of us in bodily 
ftrength. 

" Ah ! my friend !" faid he, fhaking his head 
defpondingly — " is he worfe where he is ? I doubt 
whether death is not far preferable to our prefent 
profpefts." 

" Come, come," faid I, perceiving he was me- 
lancholy, though I myftlf laboured under all the 
horrors he expreflcd — " come, let us not think j all 
will yet be well: I forefee it will; and you muft 
know I have fomething of the prophet in. my nature 
—perhaps the fecond fight." I then told him my 
prefentiments on leaving Goa, which much aftonilh- 
cd him — ftill more when I acquainted him with the 
formal afts I had done in confequence thereof, by 
Mr. Henshaw's advice, and with his privity. 

In faft, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great, 
and in fome refpeft cheered us for the time under 
all our miffries in hand, and the dreary profpeft of 
thofe yet to come. 

Perceiving that he ftood as much in need of re- 
lief as I did when the Lafcar relieved me by divid- 
ing his cloth, I took mine off, tore it in two, and 
gave him half of it : you may well conceive our 
mifery from this, if other circumftances were want- 
ing, that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth 
fix pencej was a very material accommodation to us 
both. 
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Your letter, occaHoned by the account 
of my (hipwrcck and fubfcquent difaftcr, gave me, 
my amiable boy ! as great pleafurc as thofe difafters 
■ga.vc me pain. Your account, too, of John's burft- 
ing into tears on the reading of it to him, had almoft 
a fimilar effeft upon myfelf : and I truft in the Al- 
jnighty difpofer of events, that that excellent turn 
of mind will be fo fafhioned by the education I give 
you, as to make it the fourcc of boundlefs grarifica- 
lion and' true greatnefs (by which I mean goodncfs) 
here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter. You 
fay you. cannot account for it, but you found more 
happinefs at my efcape, than mifery at my misfor- 
tunes. I hail that circumftance as the ftrongcft mark 
of pcrfcft excellence of difpofition. A great moral 
philofopher has laid it down as a maxim, that it is 
the furcr mark of a good heart to fympathife with 
joy than with forrow; and 'this inftance only comes 
in aid of that opinion of ^ou which my fond hopes 
have always nouriflied. 

At the fame time I muft declare to you, that my 
pleafure at cfcaping fhipwreck was by no means as 
great as the agony my mind underwent at the prof- 
pe£t now before me 'was poignant. I have already 
faid, and indeed with truth, that I fhould have with 
much greater pleafure embraced death : I, who had 
been already fome years in India, and had oppor- 

ty tunities 
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tunities of hearing, as well from my father as from 
other officers in the fervice, what the difpofition of 
the tyrant in whofe power I had now fallen was, 
knew too well the horrors of my lit^iati^n to feel 
any thing like hope. The unmerciful difpofition of 
Hyder, and all thofe in authority under him, and 
the cruel policy of the Eaftern chiefs, making the 
life of any one, particularly a Britifh prifoncr, at 
the bed a precarious tenure, I did not know the 
moment when death might be inflifted upon rile 
with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances : 
and at all events, the affairs which demanded my 
prefcnce in India fo very importunately as to uiigt 
me to all the fatigues and hardlhips of a pafTage over 
land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my 
mind uneafy ; but the abjeft ftate of want and 
makednefs in which it feemedl was likely to renwn, 
ftruck a deep and damp horror to my hearty and d- 
moft unman'd me. 

Mr. Hall an3 I, however, endeavoured with all 
our might to ftem the headlong torrent of our fate^— 
Melancholy preyed deeply and openly upon him, 
while I concealed mine, and endeavoured to cheer 
the finking fpirits of that noble youth, who, I per- 
ceived was the prey rather of extreme ferifibility 
than fceblencfs of mind. All the horrors of Ihiver- 
ing nakednefs, though, to a mind delicate like his, 
and a perfon reared in tht lap of luxury, fufficiently 
goading, appeared as nothing when compared with 
one lofs he had fuftained in the depredations with 
which fhipwrrck is conftantly followed up. In the 
cruel fufpenfc between life and death, which I have 
already dcfcribcd, previous toany getting on ftiorc, 
this amiable young man had lecured and treafurcd 
next his hearr, as the infeparable companion of his 
face, a miniature portrait of a young lady ; it hung 
round his neck, iiad was, by the unfeeling villains 

who 
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who feized him on his landing, taken away. This 
cruel deprivation was an inccflant corrofive to his 
mincj'— the copious fource of anguifh to his heart — 
-the hourly theme of the moft pathetic, affliding ex- 
clamations. *S Had I," he would cry, " oh 1 had 
I had but the good fortune to have f one to the bot- 
tom while yet it hung about my neck, I ffiould have 
bee« happy : but now, feparated from the heavenly 
original,., and bereft of the precious image, what is 
4i,ki what would be life were I yet fure of it? What 
pleafure, what common content,^ has the world left 
for pie ? None — oh ! none, none ! Never fhall this 
heart again know comfort ! 

I did every thing I could to confole him^ ^'nd, as 
, far as I could, prevent him from dwelling on cnofc 
gloomy fubjc6ts. Our co!»verfations were intereft- 
ing afld pathetic ; bi^, alas ! the pifturc, at every 
pauie^ chafed away the flight imprefTions of the 
precediittg converfe : no fufFerings of the body could 
countervail that lofs — no confolation mitigate it ; 
and amidft the horrid refleftions which unparalleled 
calamity impofcd upon his mind, the lofs of that 
one dear relic rofe paramount to all — and as- every 
thought began, fo it ended, with the pidure. 

For fome days we lay in this ' place, expofcd to 
the weather, without even the flender comfort of a 
little ftraw to cover the ground beneaih us — our 
food, boiled rice, fcrved very fparingly twice a- day 
by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more 
of it to each upon a very dirty board, which we 
devoured with thofe fpoons nature gave us. 

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us, 
the I-^fcars, were ordered to proceed into the 
country, and drove *n foot to a confiderable dif- 
tanor, in order to render up an account of ourfelves 
to perfons belonging to government, authorifed to 
take it. It was advanced in the morning when we 

.* V 2 moved, 
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moved, without receiving any fort of fuftcnancc -, 
and v;ere marched in that wafting climate eight 
hours, without breaking our faft j during which time 
we were expofed alternately to the fcorching heat 
of the fun and heavy torrents of rarin, which raife<^ 
painful blifttrs on our fkin : we had often to ftaod 
expofed to the weather, or to lie down, under the 
prfflure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground;, 
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome in- 
folent, unfeeling monfter, until he finifhed his dior 
ner, or took his afternoon's nap ; and <vhen this was 
over, drove forward with wanton barbarity by the 
people who attended us. 

You, my Frederick ! who only know the mild 
and merciful difpofition of the people of Great Bri* 
tain, where government, religion, and long .habit, 
have reduced charity and benevolence fo completely 
to a fyftcm that they fcem to be innate principles of 
the mind, can have no conception of a people who 
will not only look upon the worft human affliftions 
with indifference, but take a favage delight in the 
mifcries of their fellow-creatures, even where; no 
poffible advantage can be reaped from their inhu- 
manity, and where the only reward they can propofe 
to thtmielves for their cruelty is the plcafurc of 
contemplating human fufPerings. 

Such, forry am I to fay it, is the difpofition of 
fome parts of the Eaft Indies that I have been in; 
and although thofe parts under the dominion of 
Great Britain owe their emancipation from the molt 
galling yoke-s to the Englifh — and though, under 
their aufpices, they live in a ftate of greater hap- 
pinefs than ever they did, and greater freedom even 
than Britons themfclves — yet fuch is the wicked in- 
gratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible ani- 
mofity arifing from a contradictory religion, that 
the death or fuffering of an Englifhman, or any mis- 
fortune 
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fortuhc that may bcfal him, often ferves only as 
matter of fport or amufemcnt to them. It would be 
well if it rcftcd there — but unfortunately they arc 
worfc again ; for^in general they have the like cold- 
ncfi and indifference, or indeed, to fpeak more pro- 
perly, the like averfion, to each other's good , and 
the fame diabolical principles of felfifhnefs and 
treachery pervade the greater number in thofc vaft 
regions, almbft boundlcfs in extent, and almoft 
matchlefs in fertility. 

Two days after this, we were moved again, and 
marched up the country by a long and circuitous 
route, in which we underwent every hardfliip that 
cruelty could inflift, or human fortitude endure — 
how bliftcred with the heat, now drenched with the 
rain, and now chilled with the night damps — defti- 
totc of any place but the b re earth to reft or lay 
our heads on, with only a fcanty pittance of boiled 
rice for our fupport— often without water to quench 
our ihirft, and conftantly goaded by the guards, 
who pricked us with their bayonets every now and 
then, at once to evince their power, entertain the 
fpeftators, and mortify us. We arrived at Hyder- 
nagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanore 
—a fort of con fide r able ftrength, mounting upwards 
of fcventy guns, containing a laxge garrifon of men, 
and poflcfled of immenfe wealth. 

It was about two o'clock in the morning when 
we arrived at Biddanore : the day was extremely 
hot, and we were kept out under the full heat of 
that broiling fun till fix o'clock in the evening, 
before we were admitted to an audience of the 
Jemadar, or governor of the place, without having 
a mouthful of viftuals ofFercd to us after the fatiguing 
march of the morning. 

While we ftood in this forlorn ftate, a vaft con- 
courfe of people collcfted about, and viewed us with 

u 3 curiofity. 
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curiofuy. Looking round through thofc who flood 
nearclt, 1 obferved fomc men gazing at mc with 
llrong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder- 
and concern pourcrayed in their countenances. Sur- 
prifed to fee fuch fymptoms of huftianity in a My- 
Ibrian Indian, I looked at them with more fcrutitiiz- 
ing attention, and thought that their faces were 
familiar to me. Catching my eye, they looked at; 
me fignificantly, as though they would exprefs their 
regard and rcfpeft for me, if they dared ; arid I then 
began to recolleft that they wjere formerly privates 
in my regiment of cavalry, and were then prifoners 
at large with Hyder. 

J was not lefs furprifed that thofc poor fellows 
fhould recognife me in my prcfcnt milcrable fallen 
date, than aftcfted at the fympathetic feeling they 
difclofed. I returned their look with a private nod 
of recognition j but, feeing that they were afraid to 
fpeak to me, and fearing I might injure therh by 
difclofing our acquaintance, 1 forbore any thing 
more. The guilty fouls of defpotic governments 
are perpetually alive to fufpicion : every look alarms 
them ; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be fol- 
lowed up with profcription or death. 

Men, when in the fuUnefs of power and pride of 
office, very fcldom.give themfelves time to refleft 
upon the inft'ability of human greatnefs, and the un- 
certainty of earthly contingencies. Wnen, inverted 
with all the trappings of authority, I commanded 
the regiment to which thofe poor fellows belonged, 
I would have thought that he fpoke wildly indeed 
who would have aliedged that it was poffibje I could 
ever become an objcft of their pityiT-that I (hould 
Hand i:akcd ^nd degraded before them, and they 
jbf afraid to acknowledge me: but, though I (hould 
have thought fo then, it was yet Tome comfort to 
jtCy when that unfortunate event did come co pafs, 

^9 
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to reflect, that, when in power, I made fu^h ufe of 
it fta to.cxelte emotions in their bofoms of affeftion 
and ref*p€6t. Did the tyraht and overbearing in- 
fdknt chiefs confider this, and govern themfelves 
by its ittitruftions^ they would go into the field with 
the confoling refledion, that no gun would be level- 
led tt tl\t\r head except that of the common enemy 
thmg th^t docs not gilways happen. 
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JtIAD we been, made prifoners of war in 
battle againft an eneftiy, there is np law of nature or 
ftations, no rule of reafon or principle of equity, 
that could palliate fuch treatment as that which we 
now received: but, caft by misfortune and fliip- 
wreck oh their fliore, we were entitled to folace and 
proteftion. The worft wretches who hang out falfe 
beacons on the weftern coafts of England, to allure 
(hips to their deftruftion, would not be cruel with- 
out temptation 5 and, if they did not expcft to gain 
ibme profit by it, would rather decline knocking 
th^ir fellow- creatures in the head: but thofe bar- 
barians, without any profit but what a malignant 
heart derives from the miferies of others, or any 
pleafure but what proceeds from their pain, exercifcd 
•upon us the moft wanton cruelty. Compared with 
fuch treatment, inftant death would have been an a6t 
of mercy to us 5 and we Ihould have had reafon to 
blefs the hand that infiifted it. 

u 4 Mortifica- 
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Mortifications of one fort or other— rthc inccfiant 
torturing of the mind on the rack of fufpcnft — the 
injuries to the animal fyftcm, occafipncd by con* 
ftanc cxpofure to the weather, and the w^nt of food 
•—all cpnfpircd to reduce me to the dimenfions and 
fccbknefs of a fkclcton. I had grown daily weaker 
and weaker, and was now nearly exhaufted, and 
quite faint ; while, on the other hand, my aipiable 
companion in affliftion was reduced by a dyfentery, 
which attacked him foon after our fhipwreck, and 
which the torments of his mind, the want of medi- 
cine and con;fortablc food, and, above all, the al- 
ternate violent changes from profufe perfpiration in 
walking to chilling cold at night, had increafcd to 
fuch an alarming degree, that he was obliged to be 
carried the two laft days journey : — ^In this ftate, we 
appeared to each other as two fpeftres hanging over 
the brink of the grave: and in truth, perceiving the 
rapid progrcfs he was making to his diffolution, I 
was affefted to a degree, that, while it really exaf- 
pcratcd my own worn-down ftate, deprived me of 
all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into, 
and almoft entirely cngroffed my care. In my pro- 
grefs through life, I have had occafion to try feveral 
men, and have found among them many who were 
every thing that a good heart could wifh to find : 
but this ycung gentleman had at once fo much 
fuavity and fpirit — fuch gentlencfs and fortitude^ — 
his fufferings (thofe of his mind, as well as thofe.of 
his body) were fo exquifite, and he bore them with 
fuch meeknefs, tepipered by fuch uninterrupted good 
humour, and concealed and managed with fo much 
delicacy, that I do not tranfgrefs the bounds of truth 
when I fay I never met one who fo entirely interefted 
my feelings, and attached my friendlhip fo unalter- 
ably, upon principles of inftinftive impulfe, as well 
as rcafon. Impelled by the irrefiftible claims he had 

upon 
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upon my approbation and cfteem, I entered with all 
the Wj^rmch of a brother into his lufFering's, and caa 
aflert with truth that they conftituted the fcvercft 
trials I underwent during my whole imprifonment. 

While we flood in the court, waiting to be 
Wought before the Jemadar, we prcfented a fpeftaclc 
that would have wrung pity, oncwould think, from 
the heart of a tiger, if a tiger was endued with re- 
flection. At length we were fummoned to appear 
before him, and brought into his prefence, I had 
made up my mind for the occafion — determined to 
deport myfelf in a manly, candid manner — and to 
let no confideration whatfoever lead me to any thing 
difgraceful to my real charafter, or unworthy my 
fituation in life ; and, finally, had prepared my felf to 
meet, without fhrinking, whatever misfortunes might 
yet be in ftore for me, or whatever cruelties the 
barbarous difpofition or wicked policy of the Tyrant 
xpight think proper tainflift. 

On entering, we found the Jemadar in full Duibar.* 
He was then occupied with the reading of difpatches, 
and in tranfafting other public bufinefs. We were 
placed diredly oppofite to him, where we flood for 
near an hour, ditring which time he never caft his 
eyes towards us : but when at laft he had concluded 
the bufinefs, in which he was engaged, and deigned to 
look at us, we were ordered to proftrate ourfelves' 
beforC'him : the Lafcars Tmmediately obeyed the 
order, and threw themfelves on the ground j but I 
contented myfelf with making a falam, in which 
pdor Mr. Hall, who knew not the Eaftern manner 
as I did, followed my example. 

As foon as this ceremofty was oyer, the Jemadar 
(who was no other man than the famous Hyat 
^AHip that has made fome noife in the hiflory of that 

* Court. 

war) 



^ar) b^gan to qucftioh me. He defied 16 ktf&W, 
who I was ? — what my profcflion was ? — whtit . Was 
the cau(e and manner of my approaching thecdufttry 
of Hydbr Alli ? — To all thofe qucllions Ig^vc 
anfwcrs that feemcd to fatisfy him. He ther> rtffccd^ 
me, what news I had brought with me from Eu;F6pe K 
-—inquired into the ftateof the army, and humbef 
of recruits difpatched in the (hips of that fcafdii— »*was 
minute and circumftantial in his queftions rcfpe6ting 
the nature and fuccefs of the war in Europe — and 
examined me clofely, touching the refources of th<* 
Eaft India Company. I faw his drift, and^ was 
cautious and circumfpeffc in my anfwers, and at the 
fame time contrived to fpeak with an air of candour 
that in fome fort fatisfied him, . 

Having cxhaullcd his whole ftring of queftions, 
he turned the difcourfe to another fubje6l — no lefe 
than his great andpuiifant Lord and Maftcr, Hyder, 
of whom he had endeavoured to imprefs me with a- 
great, if not terrible idea — amplifying his power, his 
wealth, and the extent and opulence of his domin- 
ions — and defcribing to me, in the moft exaggerated 
terms, the number of his troops — his military talents 
— his vaft, and, according to his account, unrivalled 
genius — ^his amazing abilities in conquering and 
governing Nations — and, above all, his many ami- 
able qualities, and fplendid endowments of heart, no 
Icfs than undcrftanding. 

Having thus, with equal zeal and fidelity, ei^- 
deavoured to imprefs me with veneration for his 
Lord and Mafter, and for that purpofe attributed to 
him every perfeftion that may be fuppofed to be divi- 
ded among all the Kingfand Generals that have 
lived fince the birth of Christ, and given each 
dieir due, he turned to the Englifti Government, 
and endeavoured to demonftrate to me the folly and 
inutility of our attempting to refift his progrefs, 

which 
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which he compareil to that of the f<ra, to a tempeft, 
to a torrent, to a lion's pace and fury— to every thing 
tj)at an Eallern imagination cculd lugged as a figure 
]troper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiilible power. 
He then vaunted of his Sovereign's fuccefles over 
the Englilh, fome of which I had not heard of be- 
fore, and did not believe ; and concluded by afluring 
me, that it was Hyder's determination to drive all 
Europeans from Indoflan, which he averred he could 
not fail to do, confidering the weaknefs of the one, 
and boundlefs power of the other. This part of 
Hyat Sahib's difcourfe is well worth your remem- 
bering, as it \\ill fcrvc to make a very diverting con- 
jraft with his fubfequent conduft. 

After having expended near half an hour in this 
manner, he called upon me to come over near him, 
arid caufed me to feat my felf upon a mat with a pillow 
10 lean upon — encouraged me, by every means he 
could, by the mod gentle accents, and the moft 
toothing, mollifying language, to fpeak to him with- 
out the leaft refer vc — exhorted me to tell him the 
truth in every thing we fpoke of— and hinted to me, 
chat my falling into his hands might turn out the moit 
fortunate event of my life. 

I was at a lofs to what motive to attribute all thofe 
fingular marks of indulgence ; but found that he had 
karned whofe fon I was, and knew my father by 
reputation from the prifoners, our Sepoys, who were 
pow prifoners at large here : and as rank and office 
are the chief recommendation in the EaP", as well as 
clfwhere, or rather much more than any where clfe, 
the fagacious Hyat Sahib found many claims to 
cfteem and humanity in" me as the fon of a Colonel 
Campbell, which he never would have found in 
me had I been the fon of a plain humble farmer or 
tradefman in England. 

After 
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After a fuU hour's audience, in which Hyat 
Sahib treated me with diftinguilhed marks of his 
favour, confidering my fituation, he dif^niffcd mc 
with the ceremony of beetle-nut,* rofe-watcr, and 
other compliments, which are in that country held 
as the ftrongcft marks of politenefs, refpccSt, and 
good- will. 

Leavings the Durbar; I was led to the inner fort or 
citadel: and the officious zealofthofc about me, un- 
willing to let me remain ignorant of that which they 
conceived to be a moft fortunate turn in my affairs, 
gave the coup de grace to my miferies as I went along, 
by congratulating mc on the favourable opinion which 
the Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating at the 
fame time that I would foon be honoured with a rcf- 
pcftable command in Hyder's fervicq. 

If I was mifcrablc b* fore, this intimation entirely 
dcftroyed the laft remnant of peace or hope. I was 
determined to die athoufand deaths fooncr than fcrvc 
any State hoftile to Great Britain — but ftill more a 
Tyrant, whofe country, nature and principles I de- 
teilcd, and could never think of without the grcateft 
horror ; and I judged, that if fudh an offer fliould be 
made, and I refufed it, my life would fall a facrificc 
to their rage and difappointment, or at leaft I (hould 
live a lifeofimprifonmcnt, and never more behold 
country, family, friends, tonntdlions, or any thing 
that I valued in life. 

That night the Jemadar fcnt me an excellent fup- 
per, of not lefs than fixdiflics, from his own table j 
and although I had been fo long famiftiing with the 
want of wholcfome food, the idea of being enlifted 
in the fervicc of Hyder ftruck me with fuch horror, 
that I loft all appetite, and was fcarcely able to eat a 

* An aromatic nut which the Ead Indians chew ; it is warm and 
ailringent^ and coniidered by them a great reftorative. 

mouthful. 
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mouthful. Mr. Hall and I, however, were fepcra- 
tcd from the Lafcars, who were rcleafcdand forced to 
•work, 

Notwithftanding the favourable intentions mani- 
fcftcd towards mc by the Jemadar, as I hive already 
mentioned, no mark of it whatfocver appeared in 
ourlodging. This confifted of a fmall place, exaftly 
the fize of our length and breath, in the zig-zag of 
one of the gates of the citadel : it was open in front, 
but covered with a kind of a (hed on the top ; and a 
number of other prifoners were about us : each of us 
was allowed a mat and pillow, and this formed the 
whole of our local accommodations. Upon my re- 
marking it, we were told, chat in conformity to the 
cuftom of the Circar,* we muft be treated fo for fomc . 
time, but that oiir accommodations would afterwards 
be extended, and made more agreeable to our wifhes: 
even this was better than our fituation fincc we 
landed. 

In addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the 
value or four pence halfpenny a day for our mainte- 
nance i and a guard of Sepoys was put over us and a 
few more prifoners, one of whom was dire6tec| to go 
andpurchafc our viftuals, and do fuch like. offices 
for us. 

This guard was changed every week — a ftrong 
mark of the fufpicious and wary tempers of thofc 
people, who could fear intrigues and cabals between- 
wretched prifoners like us and their foldiers. 

In two or three days ^fterthis, Hyat Sahib fent 
for me, treated mc with great kindnefs, gave mc 
fome tea, and furnifhed me with two or three (hirts, 
an old coat, and two pairs of breeches, which were 
ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown 
aQiore from the wreck — every thing that was faved 

• Country or Province. 

from 



^|| eoMMPrrxD to frisok. 

from it being fent to Biddanore. At this interview 
be treated me with great refped—gave mc, befides 
the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees— and, 
upon my going away, told me th^t in a few days a 
very flattering propofal would be made to me, and 
that my Htpation would be rendered nbt only com- 
fbrtable» but enviable. 

It is impoffible for me to exprefs to you, my dear 
FuEDERiCK ! the horror I felt at the idea of this 
intended propofal-— for I knew but too well what ic 
meant> It was the fource of bitter mifery to my 
mind : neverthelefs, I detersmincd to refill every 
effort that ihould be «nade, whether blandifjiment, 
intreaty, or menace — to lay down my life itfelf, 
though in obfcurity, with honour — and to carry 
along with me, go where I would, the confcioufnefe 
of having done m-y duty. 

I have in the courfe of my life met with many 
people, who, under the plaufible pretext of libeiality 
and greatnefs of mind, have called themfelves citi- 
zens of the world, and declared that the country 
where they lived, be that what country ic might, 
was their's, and demanded their allegiance and pro- 
.teftion: but I have always flirewdly fufpe6ted, that 
fuch men aft from a confcioufnefs of being outcafts 
of their own country — ^and, fcorned and rejefted by 
their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by afFefting to 
deny their natural attachment. There are men who 
neither love father, mother, fitter, brother, or con- 
nexion: fuch, however,, are, -thank God! very 
thinly fown in this world 5 but, except it be a few 
fuch unnatural people, I am convinced that there is 
no one whofe heart does not confefs the patriotic 
pafllon, apd burn with a flame, more or lefs ardent, 
of love for Jiis country. My predileftions that way- 
are naturally ftrong, and I am now happy to reflcft 
that I evinced them by the moft unequivocal proofs : 

had 



jiad I not, I were indeed, in my own opinion, fit 
&r any puniftimcnt, however ignocninious j and to 
all fuch as lift their arms againO: their country, as to 
Pvficides, I will fay, in the words of the poet; 

" Never pray more — abandon all remorfe : 

^' On horror's head, horrors accumulate ; 

«< Do deeds to make Heaven weep — all earth amaaM ; 

'" For nothing can'ft thou to damnation add» 

" Greater thad that." 
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Un the evening of that day on which the 
Jemadar Hyat Sahib had honoured me with an 
audience, given me clothes and money, and inform- - 
«d[ me that a propofal, which he called flattering, 
would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not 
at the Durbar, but at the houfe of a man high in 
office. As I cxpefted to meet Hyat Sahib him- 
felf, and trembled at the thoughts of his expefted 
propofition, I was furprifed, and indeed pleated, to 
find that it was with one of his people only Lwas to 
have a conferience. This man, whofe name I now 
forget, received me with great kindnefs, encouragtd 
me, made me fit down with him, and began to fpeak 
of Hyat Sahib, whom he extolled to the flcies, as 
a perfon endowed with every great and amiable 
quality; informing me at the fame time, that he 
was poflcfled of the friendlhip and confidence of his 
nuafter, Hyder Alli, in a greater degree than any 
other perfon — Tippoo Sahib, his own fon, not ex- 
cepted : 
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ccptcd: he then gave me the private hiftory of 
Hyat — faying, that he was born a Gcntoo prince, 
of one of the provinces of the Malabar coaft, which 
had fallen beneath the irrefiftible arms of Hydir, 
and had been by him annexed to the vaft Myforean 
Empire. Hvat, he faid, was then only a boy of 
eleven or twelve years of age, of a moft promifing 
genius, and a quicknefs of mind unufually met with 
in one of thofe tender years. Hyder, who was in 
all refpefts a man of unrivalled penetration, thought 
he faw in the boy that which, if properly cultivated, 
would turn out of vaft ufe to a ftate ; and as, in 
all Mahomedan governments, unconnefted, ifolated 
boys, oft-times Oaves, arc bred up in the feraglio 
to fuccecd to the great offices of the ftate, Hyder 
adopted the boy, had him made a Mahomedan, 
and, in faft, treated him as if he had been the iffuc 
of his own loins, and brought him up with all the 
affeftion and tendernefs of a fond parent. I am the 
more particular in ftating this part of Hyat's hif- 
tory to you, as fome refpedable hiftorians, deceived 
by erroneous report, have faid that he was the illeoi- 
timate offspring of Hyder. The fultan, however, 
was not difappoinced in the expedlations he had 
formed ; for Hyat Sahib had, in zeal, fidelity 
and attachment, as well as in intelleftual faculties 
and talents for governing, even ftirpaffed the warmefr* 
hopes of his mafter. 

Having given me this concife account of the 
Jemadar, he proceeded to inform me, that the 
Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before mentioned to 
you, had difcovered to Hyat Sahib who. I was, 
given him a full account of my family, and informed 
him that I had commanded a regimertt of cavalry in 
the fcrvice of the Nabob of Arcot, together with a 
corps of infantry and artillery attached to it. In 
confequence of this report, Hyat Sahib, he faid, 

had 
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had intcrfted himfclf very warmly in my favour, and 
cxprefled an anxious defire to render mc a fervicc. 

Thus far the difcourfe pleafcd me. Nothing was 
faid^in it to give me alarm ; on the contrary^ I in- 
dulged a hope, that, knowing my rank, and the 
rank of my father, he would no longer entertain A 
hope of my entering into the fcrvice of Hyder, 
and, for the time I was to be irfiprifoned, treat mc 
with fuitable indulgence. But I flattered myfelf too 
foon ; or, as the old faying is, " reckoned without 
my hoft.'' 

When he had finiftied his hiftory of Hyat SahiBi 
which he overcharged with fulfome panegyric, he 
told me, with a face full of that triumphant impor- 
tance which one >yho thinks he isxonferring a great 
favour generally aflumes, that it was the intention 
of Hyat Sahib, for and on behalf of his matter the 
Sultan, to give mc the command of five thoufand 
'men — an offer which he fuppofed I could nof think 
of declining, and therefore cxpefted no other anfwer 
but a profulion of thanks, and ftrong manifeftations 
of joy on my part. 

It is not poffible for me to defcribe to you my difr 
may at this formal propofal, or pourtray to you the 
various emotions that took poffeffion of my breafti 
Refcntmcnt had its fharc — the pride of the foldier^ 
not unaccompanied with the pride of family and 
rank, while it urged me to fpurn from me fuch a 
bafc accommodation, made me confider the offer as 
a great infult. I therefore paufed a little, to fup- 
prcfs my feelings ; and then told him my firm re-* 
fblution, never to accept of fuch a propofal s and 
upon his expreffmg great aftoniftiment at my declin- 
ing a ftation fo fraught with advantage, I laid down> 
in the bed manner I could, my reafons i and I muft 
fay, that he liftencd to all the objcftions I ftarted 

X with 
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With great patience ; but, in the conclufion, faid he 
had* little doubt of finding means to overcome my 
reluftance* 

He difmiffed me for the prcfent, and I^rtturncd 
to my prifon, where I related to my companion, 
Mr. Hall, every thing that paffed between us: 
we canvaffcd the matter fully, and he agreed with 
me, that it was likely to turn out a moft dreadful 
and cruel perfecution. It was on this occafion that 
I firft felt the truth of the principle, that perfecution 
never fails to be fubverfive of its own end, and to 
promote that >\1iich it is intended to deftroy. There 
is, in the human mind, an innite abhorrence of com- 
pulfion ; and perfecution always gives new ftrcngth 
and elafticityto the foul; and at laft, when ftraincd 
to its utmoft extent^ makes man furmount difficul- 
ties which- at firft fecm to be beyond the reach of 
humanity. 

Piqued by the idea of perfecution, I began to 
feel a degree of enthufiafm which I was before a 
ftranger to: I looked forward, with a kind of 
gloomy pleafure, to the miferies that brutal tyranny 
might inflift upon me, even to death itfelf ; and al- 
ready began to indulge the exultation of martyrdom. 
" No," faid I, *^ my dear Hall ! never will I tar- 
nifh the charafter of a Britifh foldicr — never will I 
difgrace my blood or my profeffion — never fhall an 
aft of mine fully the pure fame of my revered father 
—never ftiall any fufFerings of mine, however poig- 
nant, or worldly advantage, however feduftive, 
tempt mc to do that which his noble fpirit would 
regard with horror or contempt. I may, and I fore- 
fee I muft be miferable ; but I never will be bafe or 
degenerate !" Indeed, I had wrought myfelf up to 
fuch a pitch of firmnefs, that I am perfuaded the 
moft cxquifite and refined qruelcies which the in- 

' genuity 
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gcnuity of an Iroquois Indian could have infliftcd 
on my body, Would have been utterly incapable of 
bending the ftubborn temper of my mind. 

' Thi'^lace in which we were lodged was fituated 
in a way not very favourable to our feelings. Juft 
within fight of it, the commandant of the citadel 
held a court — by him yclep'd a court ofjuftice — 
where the moft fhocking, barbarous cruelties were 
hourly exercifed — moft of them for the purpofe of 
extorting money, and compelling the difcovery of 
hidden, or fuppofitious hidden treafures. Indeed, five 
fixths of thofe who fufFered were of this defcription; 
and the procefs purfued was as artful as barbarous : 
they firft began with careffe?, tfien proceeded to ex- 
amination and croff-examination, thence to threats^ 
thence to puniflimcnt, and, finally, to the moft 
cruel tortures. .:, 

' Direftly oppofite to us, was imprifoned an un* 
fortunate perfon, who had for years been a clofc 
captive, and the fport and fubjeft of thofe enormi- 
ties. He was a man once of the higheft rank in the 
country where now he was a prifoner : for a feries of 
years he had been governor and fole manager of the 
whole province of Bidanore. This was during the 
reign of the laft Rana, or Queen, whofe family had 
been fovereigns of the country for time immemorial, 
till Hyder made a conqueft of, and annexed it to 
his other ufurpations. Unfortunately for him, he 
was fuppofed to have amaffed and fecreted enormous 
treafures, in confequcnce of which he had already 
undergone the fiery ordeal of torture fcveral times» 
He was fuppofed to have produced, from firft to 
laft, about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in 
the courfe of eighteen months, was degraded gra- 
dually, from the high refpeft in which he was at firft 
held, down to a moft abjeft ftate — threatened, flog- 
ged, punifticd in a variety of ways, and, finally, put 
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to the moft cruel tortures. I myfelf faw him treated 
with the higheft degree of refpeft, and afterwards 
brought to the lowed ftage of mifery and humilia^- 
tion. One thing, however, I muft not fcrgct, is 
the fortitude with which he and all of them -bore 
their puaifliment : it was truly heroic — indeed, be- 
yond all belief Nothing could furpafs it, except 
the fkill and inventive ingenuity which the barba- 
rians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. 
My foul fickened with horror at the fight : the 
amiable Hall could worfe fupport it than his own 
miferies, and loft all that fortitude, in his feeling 
for others' misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo 
unbounded a (hare in his own : and often, very 
often J we found the rigour and fe verity of our own 
fituation utterly forgotten in our anguifh and fym- 
pathy for the fuftcrings of others. Never fhall I for- 
get it: never fh.ll I think without horror of the ac-. 
curfcd policy and wicked tyranny of the Eaftcrn go- 
vernments, where every fenfe of humanity is extin- 
guilhed, and man, more^mcrcilefs than the tiger, 
riots in the blood of his fellow- creatures without 
caufe. 

Mr. Hall, notwithftanding the various fuffcrings 
both of mind and body which he had undergone, 
began to recruit, and get a little better ; and this 
circumftance, ofitfelf, difFufed a flow of fpirits over 
me that contributed to my fupport. We confoled 
each other by every means we could devife — ^fomc- 
times indulging in all the luxury of woe — fometimes 
tallying each other, "and, with ill-diflembled fpright^ 
linefs, calling on the goddefs EuPHRosYNEto come 
with her ** quirps and cranksy and wreathed /miles :** 
but, alas ! the mountain nymph, fweet Liberty, 
was far away, and the goddefs fhunned our abode. 
VVc however began to conceive that we might form 
1^ fyftem for our relief, and by a methodical arrange- 
ment. 
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ment, entrench ourfclves from the aflaults of grief: 
to this end, we formed feyeral refolutions, and en- 
tered into certain engagements — fuch as, never to 
repine ac our fate, if we could — to draw confolation 
frcw^thc more dreadful lot of others, if we could ; 
—-and to encourage hope — hope that comes to all ; 
and, on the whole, to confine our conveVfation as 
much as poflible to fubjefts of an agreeable nature: 
but thcfe, like many other rules which we lay down 
for the conduft of life, were often broken by necef- 
fity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human 
precautionary fyftems. 

The youth and ftrength erf Mr. Hall was to the 
full as ade<]uate as mine to the fupport of any per- 
fonal hardfliip : his intelleftual powers were ^cel- 
Jcnt, his temper incomparable, and his fortitude 
unparalleled ; yet could I fee, that fomething more 
than appeared upon the furface wrought within him, 
and gnawed his heart with hidden pain. United as 
wc were by fentimcnt, as well as by parity of fyfFer- 
ing, I felt for him too deeply, not to have an in- 
terefting curiofity to kriow what it was that preyed 
upon his mind : we had now been, months together, 
fellow- fufFerers ; and I thought myftrlf not without 
feme claina to his confidence — I told him fo, and 
dcfired him to impart to me his ftory; which he, 
with his accuftomed fuavity and condefcenfion, 
agreed to-^alTuring me that it was not fuch a ftory as 
could requite the trouble of hearing it, or intereft 
any one but himfelf, or fome very warm friend in- 
deed : fuch, however. He added, he took me to be ; 
and, as fuch, would tell it to me." I think it, how- 
ever, worth relating, and will give it to you in his 
own words ; and, though it be very ftiort, muft defer 
the relation to another letter. 
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Mr. Hall having, as I told you in my 
Jaft, obligingly agreed to favour me with a rcla* 
tion of his ftory, I now -give it to you as nearly 
in his own words as I can remember them. He 
proceeded thus : 

" Although you are now, my dear friend I a wit- 
nefs to my being the moft perfcdly wretched of all 
created beings, yet the time is not long paft when for-, 
tune fmiled upon and gave me promifc of as much 
Jiappincfs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is al- 
lowed by hiscircumfcribed nature to hope for. I have 
feen the time, when each revolving fun rofe to 
uftier me to a day of joyj and fet to confign me to a 
night of undifturbcd repofc— when the bounties of 
Nature, and the productions of Art, were poured • 
with the profufion of fond paternal afFeftion into ' 
my lap*— when troops of friends hailed my rifing 
profpefts-^when health and peace made this perfon. 
their uninterrupted abodes—and when the moft ber 
nignant love that ever bleffed a mortal filled wp the 
meafurcof my blils. Yes, Campbell ! it was once 
my h^ppiflefs^ thbugh now> alas ! the fource of 
poignant mifery, to be bleflcd with the beft parents 
that ever watched over the welfare of a child — with 
friends, too, who loved me, and whom my heart 
cherilhed— *afid— O God ! do I think of her, and 
yet retain my fenfcs-r^with the afFcftions of a young " 

lady^ 
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lady, than whom providence, in the fullnefs of its 
power and bounty to mankind, never formed one 
more lovely, one more angelic in^perfon, more 
hcavefi^ in difpofition, more rich in intellcdlual 
endowments. Alas ! my friend, will you, can you 
pardon thofc warm ebullitions of a fond paffion ? 
will you for a moment enter into my feelings, and 
make allowance for thofc tranfports ? But how can 
you ? Your friendlhip and pity may indeed induce 
you to excufe this interruption ; but, to fympathife 
truly, and feel as I fee^^ you muft have known the 
charming girl herfelf ' S . 

" My father, though he did not move in the very 
firft ^ilk of life, 'held? the rank of a Gentleman by 
birth and education, and was refpeftable, not only. as 
a man of confiderable property, but as a perfon who 
knew how to turn tht gifts of fortune to their beft 
account: he- Was generous without prodigality, and 
charitable without oftentation : he was allowed by alh 
who kniew him to be the moft ^tender of hqftpands — 
the moft zealous and* linceYe of friends 5 and ij can 
bear witnefs to his bein^ the beft of parents. As 
long as I can rerriember t6 have been able to make 
a remark, the tcnderncfs of both my father and 
mother knew no bounds : I feemcd to occupy all 
their thoughts, all their attention ; and in a few years, 
as I thank God I never made an unfuitable return for 
their afFeftion, it incrcafed to fuch a degree, that 
their cxiftence fcemed to hang upon mine. 

" To make as much of a chlW fo beloved as his 
natilral talents wotild allow-, no expAic'e was* fpared 
in my education : 'fiSom childhdod, icvcry inftruc- 
tion that money cdilld purchaieV* and ei^ery allure- 
ment to learn that foftdn^fs coiild fuggeftj were 
b^ftowed upon me ; while my beloved father tracing 
thfc advances I made with the magnifying eye of 
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afFcftion, would hang over mc in rapture, and 
enjoy by anticipation the fame and honours that, 
overweening fondncfs fuggcfted to him, muft one 
day furround me. Thefc prejudices, my dear-friend ! 
arifing from the pxcefs of natural afFeftion, arc ex- 
cufeable^ if not amiable, and deferve a better fate 
than difappointment. Alas ! my honoured father, 
you little knew — and, oh ! may you never know, 
what fort of fame, what Ibrt of honours, await your 
child ! May the anguiih he endures, and his mod: 
calamitious fate, neveV reach your ears ! — for, too 
well I know, 'twould give a deadly wrench to your 
heart, and precipitate you untimely to your grave. 

*' Thus years rolled on ; during which, time 
feemed to have added new wings to his flight, fo 
quickly did they pafs. Unmarked by any of thofe 
finifter events that parcel out the time in weary 
ftages to the unfortunate, it Aid on unperceived ; 
and an enlargement in my fize, and an increafe of 
knowledge, were all I had to inform me that eighteen 
years had pafled away. 

" It was at this time that I firft found the fmooth 
current of my tranquillity interrupted, and the tide 
of my feelings fwelled and agitated, by the acceffion 
of new ftrcams of fcnfation — In fhort I became a 
(lave to the delicious pains of Love ; and, after 
having borne them in concealment for a long time, 
at length collefted courage to declare it. ' Franknefs 
and candour were among the virtues of my beloved : 
Ihe liftened to the proteftations of affcftion, and, 
rifing. above the little arts of her fcx, avowed a 
reciprocal attachment. The me^fure of my blifs 
feemed now to be full ; the purity of my paffion 
was {uchy that the thoughts of the grofler animal 
fiefires never once occured j and happy in loving, 
and being beloved, we paffed our time in all the in- 
ppccqt blandiihments which truly virtuous love in- 

fpires. 
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fpircs, without our imagination roaming even for an 
inftant into the wilds of fenfuality. 

"As I was to inherit a genteel, independent 
.fortune, my father propofed to breed me up to a 
learned profcflion — the Law; rather t6 invigorate 
and excrcife my intellefts, and as a ftep to rank in 
the ftatd, than for mere lucrative purpofes. I was 
put to one of the univerfitics, with an allowance 
fuitcd to his intentions towards me ; and was imme- 
diately to have becrit fcht to travel for my further im- 
provement, when an unforefeen accident happened, 
which immediately cruftied all my fathers views, 
dafhed the cup of liappineft from my lips, and brought 
me' ultimately to that deplorable ftate in which you 
have now the misfortune to be joined along with me. 

*' It was but a few months antecedent to my 
embarking for the eaftern world,, that my father, 
whom I had for fome time wich forrow obfervsed 
thoughtful, ftudious and melancholy, <ook me into 
his ftudy, and, feizing my hand, and looking ear- 
nefty into my face, while his countenance betrayed 
the violent agita'tion of his mind, alked me cmpha- 
ticiUy, if I thought I had fortitude to bear the great- 
eft poffible calamity ? I was horror-ftruck at his 
emotion, accompanied by fuch a queftion — but re- 
plied, I hoped I had. He then afked me if I had 
afFeftion enough for him to forgive him if he was the 
C2|ufe of it ? I anfwcred, that the idea connefted 
with the word forgivene/s y was that which I could ne- 
ver be brought by any earthly circumftance to apply 
to my father -, but begged him at once to difclofe the 
worft to me — as, be it what it might, my mifery could 
not furpafs what I then felt from the myfterious man-? 
ner in which he then fpoke. 

•^ He then told me that he was an undone man — ? 
that he had, with the vefy beft intentions, and with 
the view of aggrandizing me, engaged in great and 
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important fpcculations, which, had they fuccccdcd, 
VouFd have given us a princely fortune — but, having 
turned out, unfortunately, the reverfe, had left him 
little above beggary. He added, that he had not 
the refolution to communicate his loffes to me, until 
ncceffity compelled him to tell me all the truth. 

" Although this was a fevere ihock to me, I en- 
deavoured to conceal my feelings from my father, 
on whofe account, more than on my own, I was af- 
fefted, and pretended to make as light of it as fo 
very important a misfortune would juttify ; and I had 
the happinefs to perceive that the worthy man took 
fome comfort from my fuppofcd indifference. I 
conjured him not to let fo very trivial a thing as the 
lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in 
o« his peace of mind or health, which could not ; 
and obferved to him, that we had all of us ftill 
enough — for that my private property (which I pof- 
fefled independent of him, and which a relation left 
me) would amply fupply all our neceffities. 

" Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my 
unhappy father's feelings to his loffes, I had yet to 
accommodate my own j and began to revolve in my 
mind what was likely to cnfue from, 'and what flcp 
was moft proper to be taken, in this dreadful change 
of circumftances. That which lay nearcfl my heart 
firfl occurred j — you will readily gucfs that I mean 
my love ; to involve her I loved more, far more, 
than my life, in the misfortunes of my family, was 
too;horrible a confideration to be outweighed evtn 
by the dread of lofing her. I knew not what to do, 
and I thought upon it till I became almofl enfrenzied 
— In this ftarc I went to her, and unfolded the whole 
flate of our concerns, together with my refolution 
not to involve her in our ruin ; — when— -can you be- 
lieve it ? — the lovely girl irJifl:ed on making my fate 
indiflolubly her's — not, as Ihe faid, that flie had the 
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fmalleft apprchenfion lapfe of time or change of cir- 
cumftance could make an alteration in our affed^ion, 
but that Ihe wiflied to give my mind that repofe which 
I might derive from fecurity. This I would by no. 
means accede to ; and, for the prefent, we cgntented 
ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity. 

*' As foon as I thought my father's mind fit for 
fuch a converfation, I opened to him a plan I had 
formed of coming to India* to advance my fortune. 
His underftanding approved of it, but his heart dif- 
fented ; and he faid, that to part with me would give 
the finilhing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, as my 
^ntereft was tolerably good, I reprefented to him the 
^r<*at iikelifhood I had of fucccfs ; and at }aft, with 
fortie difficulty, he cbnfented. * 

*' My next ftep was to acquaint Mifs ^ 
with my refolutiort. I purpofely pafs over a meeting 
which no power of language can defcribe ! — then 
how can I ? — Oh ! Campbell, the remembrance of 
it gnaws me like a vulture here,*' (and he put his , 
hand upgn his heart, •while the tears rolled down his 
cheeks), " and will foon, foon bring mc to my end. 
" Not to detain you with vain efforts to defcribe 
all our feelings, I will confine myfelf to telling you, 
that after having made every neceffary preparation, 
and divided with my much honoured parents the little 
property I pofleffed, I fet fail for India, in a ftate of 
jnind compared with which the horrors of annihila- 
tion would have been enviable : the chaos in my 
thoughts made me infenfible to every objeft but oncj 
and I brooded with a fort of ftupid, gloomy indulg- 
ence, over the portrait of Mifs y which hung 

round my neck, and was my infeperable companion, 
till the people who feized me as I came afhore plun- 
dered me of it, and thereby deprived me of the laft _^,-^ 
refuge for comfort I had left. Oh ! monfters ! bar-l^r^ 
barians ! had you glutted your favage fury by diffe- ^ 

vering 
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vcring my limW, one after another, from my body, 
it would have been mercy, compared with depriving 
me of that little image of her I love ! But it is all 
over, and I fliall foon fink into the grave, and never 
more be bleffed with the view of thofe heavenly fea- 
tures, till we meet in that region where all tears are 
wiped away, and where, I cruft, we fhall be joined 
together for cndlcfs ages, in eternal, never-fading 
biifs!'' 



LETTER LIL 



vJn the dav fucceedinor that en which the 
agent of Hyat Sahib had held the difcourfe with 
me, mentioned in my laft letter but one, I was again 
fcnt for, and brought to the fame perfon, who afked 
me, whether I had duly confidered of the important 
offer made me by Hyat Sahib, and of the confe- 
quences likely to refult from a refufal ? and he ap- 
prifed me at the fame time, that the command of 
five thoufand men was an honour which the firft Ra- 
jahs in the Myforean dominions would grafp at with 
trafifport. 1 told him I was well convintcd of the 
honour fuch a command would confer on any man 
but an Englifhman, whofe country being the objcft 
of Hyder's inceffant hoftility, would make the ac- 
ceptance of it infamy — that although I knew there 
were but too many Engliflimen apoftates to their 
country, I hoped there were but few to be found in 
India willing to accept of any emoluments, hower 

great. 



HYDER ALU'S SERVICE, 6^- 

grc^t, or any temptations, however* fpccious, to fly 
from the ftandard of their country, and rally round 
that of its bittcreft enemy — that, for my own part, 
being of a name ever foremoft in the ranks of loyalty 
and patriotifm, and of a family that had hitherto de- 
tra&cd nothing from the honours of that name, fuch 
an ad of apollacy would be peculiarly infamous in 
me, and I could view it in no better light than trai- 
torous and parricidal — that, independent of all thofc 
claims, which were of themfclves fufficient to deter 
me, I felt within myfelf a principle, perhaps innate, 
perhaps infpired by military habit, that forbade my 
acceding — and, finally, appealed to the good fcnfe 
of Hyat Sahib, whether a man who in fuch cir- 
cumftances had betrayed his country, and facrificed 
her intercfts to his own convenience, was fuch a 
perfon as confidence could properly be put in. 

Notwithftanding thefe, and a thoufand other re- 
monftrances, which I cannot immediately recolledl:, 
but which the hazards of my ficuation fuggefted, he 
ftill continued to prefs me, and ufed every argu- 
ment, every perfuafion, that ingenuity could diftate, 
or hints of punilhmcnt enforce, to Ihake my pur- 
pofe — but in vain : attachment to country and family 
rofe paramount to all other confiderations ; and I 
gave a peremptory, decifive refufal. 

Circumftanced as I was, it was impoffible for mc 
to keep an accurate journal of the various incidents 
that paflcd, or viciflltudes of thought that occurred, 
during tht period of my imprifonment. Indeed, f 
was fcarccly confcious of the length of my captivity, 
and could nor, till I was releafed, determine cxaftly 
how long it had continued. You muft therefore 
content yourfelf to be told in general terms, that I 
was repeatedly urged on the fubjeft by fair pcrfua- 
fives : they then had recourfe to menace ; then they 
•withheld the daily pittance allowed for my fupport ; 

and 
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; Projcfts *nd hopes of a new kiqd now began to 
intrude themfelves on my thoughts ; and I conceived 
a defign, which I flattered myfelf was not entirely 
impradlicable^ to efltft an efcape, and even a revolt 
in the place. A variety of circumftances|(|^curred 
to perfuade me, that the tyranny of Hyde 
fervant Hyat Sahib, was abhorred, th( 
dared to give vent to their fentimcnts. 
could obferve, that the native prifoner 
me was privately beloved, and might, from the re- 
coUeftion of his former dignities, have confidcrablc 
influence in the place. Several Arcot fepoys and 
their officers (fome of them belonging to my own 
regiment) were alfo prifoners at large ; and withal I 
recoUefted, that difficulties apparently morc^vpcnd- 
ous had been overcome by Engliflimen— having 
often heard it aflfertcd, that there was not a prifon in 
the known world out of which a Britifh fubjedt had 
not made his efcape. 

Fraught with thofe conceptions, I attempted to 
found the officers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it 
were not poffible for us to efFeft our efcape ? So 
ardent is the flame of liberty in all men's breafts, fo 
great is the deteftation of human nature to flavcry, 
that I perceived a manifefl: willingnefs in the people 
about us to join me in an attempt to procure our 
liberty, or bring about a revolt in the garrifon. My 
heart beat high with the hope ; and I began to flat- 
ter myfelf, that the day was not far removed when 
we fliould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but 
even make them repent the day on which we were 
cafl: afliore on their coafl:. 

Having thus difl:antly founded all who I thought 
were likely to concur, upon the prafticability of the 
attempt, and found them, as I conceived, difpofed 
to take fliare in it, it yet remained to confidcr of 
the quomodo — and, after having formed the general 

outlines 
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however, dcfifted to prcfs me into their fervice. 
The only relief from our fuflFerings lay in the rc- 
fources of our own minds, and in our mutual endea- 
vours to pit afe and confole one another : the cir- 
cumftances of aggravation were the ncceffity of daily 
bearing witnefs to the moft barbarous punifhments 
inflidled upon wretched individuals under the fern- 
blance of juftice, and the occafional deprivation of 
our food, either by the fr^ud of the fepoys who at- 
tended us, or the capFice or cruelty of their fupc- 
riors. It is but juftice, however, to fayj, that they 
were not all alike : fome overflowed with mercy, 
charity, and the milk of human kindnefs; while 
others, again, were almoft as bad men as the fo- 
vereigns they ferved. We were not allowed the ufc 
of pen, ink, or paper; and very fcldom could afford 
ourfelves the luxury of (having, or clean linen : nor 
were we at all Iheltered from the inclemency of the 
weather, till at length a little room was built for us 
of mud, which being fmall and damp,^ rendered our 
fituation worfc than it was before. 

The prifoner whom I have already mentioned, as 
having, in the time of the former fovereign, held 
thc^^firft office in Bidanore, ftill continued oppofite 
to me ; and he and I at length began to underftand 
each other, and found means, by looks, figns and 
geftures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an inter- 
courfe of fentiments together. From the circum- 
ftance of liis being a native, and better flcilled in the 
language than me, he had much better intelligence 
than I could poflibly have, and he was always eager 
to convey to me any circumftance or news that he 
thought might . be agreeable : fome meffages alfo 
paffcd between us, by means of the fepoys who had 
alternately been his guard and mine — for our guards 
were changed every week. 

Projeds 
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Whether the plan which I mentioned 
in my lad was difcovcred or not, or from what other 
motive it arofe, ,J have not to this day been able to 
decide ; but fo it was, that while my fanguine mind 
was overflowing with the hope of carrying my pro- 
jcd for an efcape into efFed, Mr. Hall and I were 
one day unexpcdedly loaded with irons, and faftened 
together, leg by leg, by one bolt. This, as nearly 
as I can conjpute, was four or five months before 
my releafc. Of all the circumflances of my life, it 
has made the ftrongeft imprcflion upon my mind : 
it unexpeftedly and fuddenly broke down the moft 
pleafing fabric my imagination had ever built. The 
furprife occafioncd by the appearance of the irons, 
and the precautionary manner in which it was un- 
dertaken, was indeed great: ilill more was I fur- 
prifed to obferve, that the perfon who was em- 
ployed to fee this put in execution, manifefted un- 
ufual emotions, feemed much afFedled, and even 
fhed tears as he looked on : and while the fudden- 
nefs and cautionary mode of doing it convinced mc 
that fome refiftance on our part was apprehended, 
the forrow which the officer who fuperintcnded it 
difclofed, portended in my mind a fatal, 6r at leaft 
a very ferious iflue. . , 

Unfortunately, poor Mr. Hall had for Ibroc 
time been afilidcd with a return of his dreadful dif- 

ordcr, 
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order, the dyfenteryi and our being fhacklcd to- 
gether increaf^d an unconquerable mortification of 
feelings which he had before undergone, from a 
delicacy of nature that would have done honour to the 
mod modeft virgin,, be her fenfibility ever fo ex- 
quifite, or her delicacy ever fo extreme — And here^ 
my dear Frederick ! I cannot let flip this oppor- 
tunity of remarking to you, that the man, as well 
as the woman, who would render himfelf truly amia- 
ble in the eyes of his fellow-creatures, ihould culti- 
vate delicacy and modefty, as the moft captivating 
of all the moral Virtues : from them, heroifm derives 
additional luftre — wit, ten-fold force — ^religion and 
morality, the charms of perfuafion — and every per- 
' fonal aftion of the man, irrefiftible dignity and win- 
ning grace. From this unlucky event, I received a 
temporary deprelTion ; and the rapidly increafing ill- 
Bcfs of poor Hall rendered my fituation more than 
ever calamitous; when, again, my fpirits^ eagerly 
prone to grafp at every thing that gave a momed^ 
tary hope of iupport, were a little recruited by con- 
fufed rumours of the Englifli army having made a 
dcfcent on the Malabar coaft : and fo powerful is 
the influence of mind on the animal fyfl:em, that Mr. 
Hall enjoyed from the report a momentary alle- 
viation of his malady^ but, having no medical af- 
fiflance, nor even fufficient fufl:enance to further the 
favourable operations of nature^ he relapfed again -, 
the difeafe fell upon him with redoubled fury: a 
Veryfcanty portioo of boiled rice, with a more 
fcaidty morfel of fl:inking fait' fifli or putrid flcfli, 
was a very inadequate fupport for me, who, though 
emaciated, was in health — and very improper me- 
dicine for a perfon labouring under a malady fuch as 
Mff Hall's,- .which required comfort, good medi- 
cal' ikill, and delicate nutritious food* The tea 
which Hyat Sahib had given mc ,was expended; 
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and we were not allowed to be fhaved from the hour 
we were put in irons, an indulgence of that kind 
being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the prifon: 
and, to refine upon our tortures, fleep, " the balm 
of hurt minds," was not allowed us uninterrupted; 
for, in conformity to another regulation, we were 
difturbed every half hour by a noifc fome thing rc- 
fembling a watchman's rattle, and a fellow who, 
fti iking every part of our irons with a kind of ham- 
mer, and examining them left they (hould be cut, 
broke in upon that kind rcftorative, and awoke our 
fouls to frelh horrors. 

As it muft be much more naturally matter of 
aftonifhment that any bodily ftrength could fupport 
itfelf under fuch complicated calamities, than that 
infirmity fhould fink beneath them, yo,u will be ra- 
ther grieved than furprifed to hear that poor Mr; 
Hall was now approaching to his end with hourly 
accelerated fteps. Every application that I made in 
liis favour was refufed, or rather treated with cruel 
negledt and contemptuous filence; and I forefaw, 
with inexprcffible anguifh and indignation, that the 
barbarians would not abate him in his laft minutes 
one jot of mifery, and that my moft amiable friend 
was fated to expire under every attendant horror 
that mere fublunary circumftances could create. 
But that pity which the mighty, the powerful and 
enlightened denied, natural benevolence operating 
upon an uninformed mind, and fcanty means, af- 
forded us. Hyat Sahib, the powerful, the weal- 
thy, the governor of a great and opulent province, 
refufed to an expiring fellow-creature a little cheap 
relief — while a poor fcpoy taxed his little means to 
fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord, 
at hazard of imminent punifliment^ purchcd us a '■ 
lamp and a little oil, which vi^e burned for the ^ft 
few nights. 

Philofophcrt;] 
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Philofuphers and divines have declaimed upon the 
advantages of a well-fpent life, as felt in articulo 
mortis ; and their efForts have had, I hope, fume 
cfFeft upon the lives of many. To witnefs one ex- 
ample fuch as Mr. Hall held forth, would be worth 
volumes of precepts on this fubje£t. The unfeigned 
refignation with which he met his diflblution, and 
the majeftic fortitude with which he looked in the 
face the various^circumftances of horror that fur- 
rounded him, rendered him the moft dignified ob- 
ject I ever beheld or conceived, and the moft glo- 
rious inftance of confcious virtue triumphing over 
the terrors of death, and the cunning barbarity of 
mankind. - Were the progrefs of virtue attended 
with pain, and the pradlice of vice with pleafure, 
the adoption of the former would be amply repaid 
by its foothings in the dreadful moment, even if it 
w^cre to accompany us no further. About a quarter 
of an hour before he died, Mp. Hall broached a 
moft tender fubjeft of converfation, which he fol- 
lowed up with a fcries of obfervauons, fo truly re- 
fined, fo cxquifitcly turned, fo delicate and fo pa- 
thetic, that it feemed almoft the language of inspi- 
ration, as if, in proportion to the decay of the body, 
intclleft incrcafcd, and the dying man had become 
all mind. Such a converfation I never remembered 
to have heard, or heard of. Its effedts upon me 
were wonderful ; for," though the combination of 
melancholy circumftances attending my now critical 
fituation had almoft raifcd my mind to frenzy, the 
ialutary influence of his words and example con- 
trouled the ^xcefles of my fenfations; and I met the 
afflifting moment of his departure with a degree of 
tranquillity, which, though not to be compared to 
his, has on refleftion appeared to me aftonifhing. 
This converfation continued to the very inftant of 
his deaths during which time he held my hand 
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clafped in his, frequently enforcing his kind «- 
preffions to tnc with a fqueeze— while my forrow, 
taking its moft eafy channel, bedewed my face with 
tears. As he proceeded, my voice was choakcd 
with my feelings i and I attempted once or twice in 
vain to fpeak. His hand grew cold : he faid his 
lower limbs were all lifclefs, and that he felt death 
coming over him with flow creeping fteps?— He 
again moralized, thanking God with pathetic fer- 
vour for hi? great mercy in leaving him his intellefts 
unclouded, and the organ of communication (the 
tongue) uncnfeebled, that, to the laft, he might 
folace his friend and fellow-fufFerer — " Ah ! Camp- 
bell !" continued he, " to what a feries of miferies 
am I now leaving you ! death in fuch circumftances 
is a blefling— I view mine as fuch ; and fliould think 
it more fo, if it contributed, by awakening thoie 
people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to foftcn their 
rigour to you : but cruelty like theii^'s is fyftematic, 
and ilobps not to the controul of the feelings. Could 
I hope that you would yet cfcape from their clutches, 
and that you would once more prefs your family to 
your bofom, the thought would brighten ftill the 
moment of our feparation : and, oh ! my friend ! 
could I ftill further hope that you would one day fee 
my moft beloved and honoured parents, and tell 
them of my death without wringing thetr hearts with 
its horrid circumftances, offer them my laft duties, 
and tell how I revered them — If, too, you could fee 

py ^ and tell h^r how far, far more dear 

than— — 1" Here he turned his eyes toward the 

lamp, then faintly on me — made a convulfive effort 
to fqueeze my hand — cried out, " Campbell ! oh, 
Campbell! the lamp is going out!" and expired 
)vithout a groan; 

The recital of this afBifting event has called up to 
my fancy fo lively a pifture of the fcene as it paffed 
" ^ ' with 
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With all its horrors — horrors which outftrip all eff jrcs 
of defcription, and baffle all power of Janguage — 
that my feelings are in part renewed, nnd I find my* 
fclf incapable of proceeding further at prcfcnc. 



LETTER LIV. 



rOR fome time I was loft in grief for the 
death of Mr. Hall. Though I had long expcfted 
^ and might confequcntly be fuppofed to have 
wafted great p^t of my lorrow in anticipation ; yet, 
having only confidcred and felt the point before his 
death merely as it refpcfted him and his misfortunes, 
a great portion of the calamity yet remained uncon- 
ccivcd : and, now that he was dead, I began for the 
firft time to confider and feel the fubjeft as it con- 
cerned myfelf Refleftion told me, that he was 
happily relieved from woe, and in a ftate of blifs— 



<< 



After life's fitful fever, he fleeps well ; 

Nor fteel nor poifon. 



Malice domeftic, foreign levy — nothing 
" Can touch liim further !'* 

But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barba- 
rities, without hope of relief from the old. No part- 
ner to fhare, no fociaLconvcrfe to allevij^te, no friend 
to confole me under my affliftions, I looked at the 
body of my friend with envy, and lamented that 
death had not afforded me, tbo, a flielter from the 
cruelties which fatefeemed determined to heap upon 
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It IS impofllble for me to exprefs to you the agonies 
of mind I underwent during the reft of the night. In 
the mornjng a report was made to the commandant, 
of the death of Mr. Hall ; and in about an hour 
after, he paflcd mc by, but kept his face purpofely 
turned away from me to the other fide. I patiently 
waited for the removal of the dead body till the even- 
ing, when I defired the Sepoys who guarded me to 
apply for its being removed. They returned, and 
told me that they could get no c-nfwer refpc6ling it. 
Night came on, but there was no appearance of an 
intention to unfetter me from the corpfe. The com- 
mandant was fitting in his court, adminiftering, in 
the manner I have before defcribed, jujiice! I called 
put fo him mylelf with all my might, but cbuld get 
no apfwcr from him. Nothing could equal my ragq 
^nd confternation 5 for, exclufiye of the painful 'idc^ 
pf being ftiackledfo the dead body of a friend I loved, 
another circumftance contributed to make it a ferious 
fubjeft of horror. In thofe climates the weather is 
fo intcnfely hot,. that putrefa(5lion almoft inftaptly 
fucceeds death, and meaf: that is killed in the morn- 
ing, and kept in the fliade, will be unfit for drefllng 
at night. In a fubjeft, then, on which putrefaction 
had made advance^ even before death, and which 
remained expofed to the open air, the procefs muft 
have been much more rapid. So f^r> however, from 
compaflionating my fituation, or" indulging me by a 
removal of the body, their barbarity fuggcfted to 
them to make it an inftrument of punifhment ; and 
•they percinacioufly adhered to the nfiOfft mtDrtifying 
filcnce and difregard of my complaints. For fcveral 
days and nights it remained attached to me by the 
irons. I grew almoft diftrafted— wiftied for the 
means of putting an end to my miferi(ss by death, 
and could not move without witnefling fome new 
ftage of putrcfccnce it attained, or breathe without 
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inhaling the putrcd effluvia that arofe from it — while 
myriads of flies and loathfomc infefts relied on it, 
the former of which every now and then vifited me, 
crawling over my face and hands, and lighting in 
hundreds on my viftuals, I never look back at'this 
crifis without confufion, horror, and, even aftonifh- 
menti and, were it -not connefted with a chain of 
events preceding and fubfequent to it, too well known 
by refpeftable people to be doubted, |ind too much 
interwoven with a part of the hiftory of the laft war 
in India to admit of a doubt, I fhould not only be 
afraid to tell, but abfolut;fly doubi myfelf whether • 
the whole was rtot the illufion of a dream, rather than 
credit the poITibility of my enduring fuch unheard of 
hardfMps without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfes. 
.^ At laft, when the body had reached that fhocking 
loathfome ftate of putrcfaftion which threatened that 
Further delay would render removal abominable, if 
not impofTible, the monfters agreed to take it away 
from me — and I was fo far relieved : but the morti- 
fication and injury I underwent fr.om it, joined to the 
agitation of the preceding week, made a vifible in*- 
foadon.jpy health. I totally loft my fpirits; my 
appetite entirely forfook me : my long- nourifticd 
hopes fled j and I looked forward to death as the 
only defirable event that was within the verge of 
likelihood or pofiibility. 

One day, my Qppofite friend (the native prifoner) 
gave me a look of the moft interefting and encou- 
raging kind ; and I perceived a more than ufual buf- 
tie in thc*ci^adel, while thcXepoys informed me that 
they were ordered on immediate fervice, and that 
fome events of great importance had taken place. 
From this feeble gleam, my mind, naturally aftive, 
•though depreflfed by circumftances of unufual weight, 
again took fire, and hope brightened with a kind cf 
gloody light the profpedt before me : I revolved a 
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thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand fur- 
mifcs 5 but all as yet was only conjefturc with mc. 
In a day or two, the buttle increafcd to a high pitch, 
accompanied with marks of conftcrnation : the whole 
of the troops in the citadel were ordered to march; 
and the commandant, and a inan with a hammar and 
inftruments, came to take off my irons. 

While they were at work taking off my irons, I 
perceived they were taking off thofe of the native pri- 
foner oppofite to me alfo. He went away under a 
guard : we looked at each other complacently, nod- 
ded and fmiled, as v/ho Ihould fay, " we hope to 
fee one another in happier times not far diftant.'* 
But, alas ! vain are human hopes, and fhort and 
dark is the extent of our utmoft forefight 1 This un- 
happy man, without committing any fort of offence 
to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable, bar-* 
barous policy of thofe countries, was, by the Jema- 
dar's orders,, taken forth, and his throat cut ! This 
the Jemadar himfelf afterwards acknowledged to me— 
and, what was ftill more abominable ifpoffible, under- 
took to juflify the proceeding upon the principles of 
reafon, found fen fe, aud precedent of Afiatic policy. 

In order to elucidate the whole of this bufinefs, ic 
is neceffary for mc to recur to events which happen- 
ed antecedent to this time, but of which, by reafon 
of my fituation, I was then entirely ignorant; and as 
they involve, not only the grounds Qf my fubfequdnt 
cfcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion 
of hiftorical fad, and fome of the material interefts 
of the Eaft India Company, I will be the. more par- 
ticularly careful in relating them, and dcfire from 
you a proportionate fhare of attention — But their im- 
portance entitle them to a feparate letter : therefore 
conclude with affuring you, &c. &c. 



LETTER 



EAST INDIAN POI4TIC3. 



347 
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H YDER ALU KHAWN, late Nabob of 
Myfore, and father to the prcfcnt Tippoo Sahib 
SuLTAiN, was as extraordinary a wiUj and perhaps 
pofleffed as great naCural talents, as any recorded in 
the page of^hiftory. Born and bred up in the lowcft 
ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant people, and 
to the laft day of his life perfcftly illiterate, he not 
only emerged from his native obfcurit^ by the vigor 
of his mind and body, but became un objcft of ter- 
ror and admiration to furrounding potentates. Early 
initiated in the habits and inyred to the toils of a mi- 
litarjr* life, he rofe, by the gradual fteps of promo- 
tion, to a rank which afforded an opportunity of dif- 
playing his capacity and prowefs : he foon obtained 
the command of that army in which h« had once 
ferved as a common foldicr,' and immediately de- 
monftrated -that thefublimity of his mind was formed 
to keep pace with his extraordinary elevation. 

The Marhattas, the moft formidable people in Hi- 
ther India, bordered on the Myforean dominions, 
and kept their neighbours, by frequent hoflilities, in 
a continual ftite of awe — making incurfions on their 
territories, and taking pofTelTion, by force of arms, 
of large portions of their country : but no fooner 
had Hyder got the command of the armies of his 
country, than he drove back the Marhattas from the 
Myforean dominions, which he extended by confi- 

derable 
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dcrable acquifitions from the Marhatta frontiers -, 
and followed up his conq.uefts with fuch fucccfsful 
ardour, that he compelled that warlike nation to rcf- 
pcft his countrymen as their equals, if not fuperiors, 
in military achievement. Thus, while he ingrati- 
ated himfelf with his fovereign and fellow-citizens 
by his wiftiom, he acquired the admiration of the 
Ibldiery by his perfonal addrefs and valour ; and at 
the fame time, by the feverity of his difcipline, and 
the occafional aullerity of his deportmet, maintained 
an awe over them, which ftrengchcncd his authority 
Avithout diminilhing their afFeftion. 

Hyder was therefore now arrived at that poihtof 
elevation, beyond which no exertion of mental capa- 
city,, if governed by virtue or integrity, could raifc 
him — So far he owed all to genius: but his towering 
ambition looked higher j and, unrcllrained by any 
principle of religion or morality, he determined to 
accomplifh, at any rate, that which he knew nothing 
but crime could accomplifh. Wich wicked deliber- 
ation he looked forward into the womb of time, and 
with unparalleled policy arranged the whole fyftem 
upon which he was to aft, when that order of things 
his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to 
fee would naturally arile from each other, Ihould af- 
ford him a proper opportunity. Alchougli he was 
utterly ignorant of books, and of courfe could derive 
liale benefit from the examples of the great and am- 
bitious men recorded in hiftory, yet, drawing upon 
the infinite rtfources of his own mind for informa-. 
tion, he adopted the very fame means of furthering 
his views j and forefeeing, that, with an immenfe 
army devoted to his interefts, few things would be 
unattainable, he applied himfelf diligently to model 
and form that of the King of Mysore to the great- 
eft perfection in difcipline, and to render it attached 
to his pcrfon, and fubfervient to his views, by a 

fkilful 
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ikilful mixture of fevcrity and relaxation, toil and re- 
ward, danger and applaufe, which none but a mafter- 
hand like his was capable of cxaftly compounding. 

The death of his fovereign the King of Mysore 
at length afforded him the opportunity to which he 
had fa long, and with fo prophetic an eye, looked 
forward — and gave him ample room for felf gratula- 
tion on the fcore of his fagacity and prudence. 

The heir in fucceffion to the throne being then an 
infant,* the politic Hyder, fettingafideall claims of 
fhe kindred of the young prince, took upon himfclf 
thcrguardianlhip — under the title of Regent aflumed 
the fupreme authority — and, though too well aware 
of the inviolable attachment of the people to their 
lawful monarch to put him direftly to death, ufurped 
the throne, and .configned him to imprifonmenc in 
Seringapatam, the capital of the Myforf an domini- 
ons. 

Having thus, by his talents, acquired the poflcf- 
fion of the throne, he gave a* large range to the fub- 
limity of his views, and loon difplayed the exhauftlefs 
refourccs of his mind in the new office of Governor 
and Legiflator — forming fuch vaft well-ordered mi- 
litary eftablifliments, and fuch judicious and falutary 
civil inftitutions, as made him blaze forth at once 
the terror of his neighbours, and rendered him, in 
the fcqucl, the mod powerful and formidable poten- 
tate In the Hither Ptninfula. In carrying onthofc, 
his deficiency in letters was fupplied by his vigilance 
and fagacity, fharpened by fufpicion : three fecreta- 
ries executed all his orders in fcparate apartments : 
and if, on comparifon, they were found to differ, he 
who committed the error received fentcncc of donth. 
His natural crucltv made him take the execution of 
their fentence upon himfelf not unfrequently : to (lice 
off a head with his own hand, or fee it done by others, 
.was a luxurious recreation to the fanguinary Hvder. 

The 
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The natural fagacity of this great man fuggeftcd, 
that in order to accomplifh the extenfive objefts 
which his aftive and ambitious temper held up to 
his imagination, the introduftion of the moft per- 
feft military difcipline was above all other things 
neccffary ; and his judgment informed him that the 
European was the beft. He therefore held out the 
moft tempting allurements to military adventurers, 
and particularly to thofe, whether black or white, 
who had been trained in the fcrvice of the Englilh 
Eaft India company : he fent emiffaries, for the pur- 
pofe, to all parts of India, with inftru<5tions to offer 
great rewards ; and carried this defign fo far, that 
whenever accident or war threw perfons of that def- 
cription into his hands, he never failed to detain 
them, and, if they refufed to enter into his fervice, 
treat them with the moft unpardonable rigour and 
barbarity; and* by thefc means brought his army to 
a ftate of pcrfeftion till then unknown to a black 
power. He did not ftop there, but determined to 
cftablifh a navy — by large offers allured many fliip- 
carpenters and artizans from Bombay — made no in- 
confiderable progrefs in conftrufting dock-yards, 
and had aftually equipped fome Ihips of the line, 
befides frigates, fitted to encounter European feas. 
Indeed, he feemed to have carried his views of con- 
queft even to the Polar regions ; for it is a faft, that 
he direfted his people, in conftrufting thofc veflcls, 
to fit them for encountering feas of ice, or, as he 
called it, the thick water. 

To a man of fuch ardent ambition and deep pene- 
tration, the vaft power which the Englilh Eaft In- 
dia company had acquired, and were daily acquir- 
ing, in the Eaft, could not fail to be an objedt of 
jealoufy. He conceived a deadly and implacable 
animofity to the Britilh Nation, which influenced 
his whole fucceeding life, ended only with his death, 

and 
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and was then tranfmitted to his fon Tippoo Sahib, 
with the exa6tion of a folemn oath, ever to rctaia 
.thofe fentimcnts.' 

A coincidence of circumftances, which has fcidom 
occurred in the fortunes of men, tended, 2t a luck/ 
crifis, to further the bold projefts of Hyder ; and 
neither fortune, though extremely propitious to him, 
nor his own unbounded talents and energetic fpirit, 
favoured the execution of them, more than the 
bungling politics, the ludicrous ambition, aad the 
confequcnt unjuftifiable proceeding^, of one of our 
Prcfidencies in India — I mean Bombay. Fortunate- 
ly, the wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India 
councils at this day, vindicate the wounded charac- 
ter of the Britifti nation, and juftify me in the re- 
marks I make. 

An ambitious and profligate chief of the Marhatta 
Tribes — his name, Raganaut Row — had been 
depofed by the wife men of his country, for having 
murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp the throne 
of Setterah. He fled to Bombay, and, by fpecious 
promifcs and other means, prevailed on that Prefi- 
. dency to afford him an afylum, and finally to take 
up arms in his defence againfl: the united Marhatta 
States, who at the very time were able to raife an 
army of three hundred thoufand fighting men. Hof- 
tilittes were firfl: commenced by the Englilh ; and 
by them peace was firfl: propofed. The treaty of 
Poonah was made, by which it was provided that 
Raganaut Row would quit Bpmbay ; and by the 
Englifli the provifions of* that treaty were broken — 
for, in dircft violation of it, Raganaut was kept 
at Bombay. This breach of the treaty led to 
another i for this crafty and unprincipled chief made 
ufe of it with fuch addrefs as to perfuade that Pre- 
fidency to attack the Marhattas again : — by magni- 
fying the power of his party among his countrymen, 

he 



\ 



^ -2 *^^ INDIAN POLITICS^ 

he prevailed upon them once more to aflcrt his 
rights ; and the Prefidency of Calcutta, I 4m afraid, 
were induced to join that of Bombay in the plan. 

It happened unfortunately, that at thjs time the 
Prefidency of Bombay was compufed of perfons the 
moil unqualified, probably, that could be found in 
yany community for offices of fuch in\portancc. On^ 
particularly, was allowed, by the almoft unanimoiff 
confent of thofe who knew his private or public 
charadter, to be ignorant, not only of the firft prin- 
ciples of government, but of the ordinary knowledge 
requifite for a gentleman ; and for fituations of mo- 
ment he was peculiarly difqualified by a fondncfs for 
minutiae, to which he paid more atotntion than to 
matters of greater confequcnce. A temper and in- 
telleft of this kind were rendered ftill more incapa- 
ble of the. enlarged views any Reprefcntative of a 
great Nation in a diftant colony fhould poffefs, by 
a mercantile education and habits, which narrowed 
even his circumfcribed mind, arid left him not* a 
fentiment, not an idea, that was not merely com- 
mercial. The adminiftration of fuch men was ex- 
aftly what might have been expefted ; and, inftcad 
of aflcrting the dignity of Great Britain, or. promot- 
ing the advantage of their employers — narrow policy, 
fclfifh views, and efforts arifing from miftaken no- 
tions of ronqueft, made the whole tifllie of their 
conduft in India. 

Blinded by the plaufible irifinuations of Raga- \ 
NAUT, and iVimulated, as I have already obferved, 
by a luft for conqutft, which would have been un- 
juftifiable even in an hereditary defpot, but which 
were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of 
merchants who were themfelves fubjedls, the Eaft 
India company's fervants again determined to fup- 
port, by force of arms, that moft atrocious mur- 
derer: and with the contemptibly inadequate force 

of 
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of four thoufand men, encumbered with an Unwieldy 
train of baggage and fervants for the accommodation 
of finikin voluptuous officers, and led by two doughty 
cctapting-hoafe champions (Carnac and M05- 
tyn), with colonel Egbrton as miliiafy affifianf 
rather than commander, they fct out^ to encounter 
th§ whole torrcrft of the Marhacta force, and con- 
dira RoGANAUT to PooHah. 

Had RoGANAUT advanced at the head of his own 
partizans only, the chiefs of the Marhatta Nation 
might poffibly have taken different fides of the 
qucftipn,. and left between them a breach for his 
arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the 
general caufe of the country: but the ajflaults of a 
foreign army — an army of intereftcd peculating 
ftrangers, as the company's troopis then were-^an 
army of avo\ved natural enemies, profeffing a dif- 
ferent religion, entertaining different political prin* 
ciplps, and formed by nature of a different com- 
plexion— -roufed and united them in one common 
caufe,*and com^effcd difcordant intcrefts, which 
had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable va*» 
fiance, iiito oncf compaft body of refiftance, which, 
as it became more firm from the ftrokes of hoftility, 
could not, in the nature of things, be fubdued \ iri 
the fame manner as the unjuftifiable confedtracy of 
kings againft France lately united all the conflifting 
pirties of that country— converted twenty-fcvcn 
millions of people, male and female, into one Com-* 
pa6t armed force— rendered them not only invin- 
cible at home, but terrible abroad— and finally, has 
enabled them to beftride, Coluffus like, the uni- 
Vcrfc. 
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1 HE approach of the Britifh troops*with 
RoGANAUT caufcd great alarm at Poonahj'iand the 
miniftcrs there fcnt to offer terms, which were con- 
tcmptuoufly tejefted* They then deterflnined to 
fave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not 
preferve by juftice or negociation-r-and took the 
field with fuch great force, that their menacing ene- 
mies found it.'expedient to confider of a retreat. The 
faithful KoGATfiAVTy fihding his plans bafRed, fent 
privately to Scindiah, the Marhatta chief, pro- 
pofing to him to attack the Englilh, and promifing 
m that cafe to join him with his part of the»army : 
his perfidy, however, being difcove red, the Englifli 
commanders began to retreat, carrying 4iim along 
with them* They were, however, furrounded, and 
reduced to make the moft abjeft conceflions — offers- 
mg2i carte-blancke to Scindiah as the price of a 
-retreat : but that auguft chief nobly difdaincd ' to 
take advantage of their fituation, and contented 
himfelf with terms which juftice Ihould have exadted 
from them, even if neceffity had not compelled 
their acceptance. The reftoration of Salfettc, and 
of the other conqucfts made by the company's 
troops during the preceding hoftilities, and the de- 
livery of Rooanaut's perfon into the hands of the 
Marhattas, were among the provifions. Roganaut 
V/as delivered up : two hoftages were taken for the 

remaining 
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femaining part of the treaty ; and the, harraffcd re- 
mains of the -Jlnglifti army were permitted to return 
to Bombay. 

RoGANAUT having found means to efcape, reach- 
ed Suratj and the company's chiefs refufed to com- 

» ply with the provifions of the treaty : notwithftand- 
iqg which, the tioble Marhatta difmifTcd the hof- 

^ cages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than 
that which could be wreaked on two defencdefs in- 
dividuals. General Goddart, who had been fent 
with an army from Bengal, was commiffioned to 
negociate for a pacification : but Scindiah making 
the delivery of Roganaut into his hands an indifi 
pcnfable preliminary, the ncgociation was broken 
off, and both parties determined to refer the con- 
troverfy to the decifion of the fword. 

Every thing feemed to confpirc to chaftifc the 
rafbnefs and folly of our Indian couilcils. The dif- 
fiqulties in which our American conteit had invpl- 
vcd the nation, were reported with exaggeration in 
India, and gav^ "additional firmnefs to our enemies 
in thj^t quarter. The rcillefs and intriguing fpiric 
.of the fourt of Verfailles found its way with Mon- 
fieur St.-Lubin to the fhores of Indoftan> and fo 
powerfully worked upon the mind of Hyder, that 
he entered into a treaty with France againft England, 
and. brought the ftrength of both into the molt for- 

' ifii4rible combination that ever wa^ made in that 
country, to root out the power of Great Britain from 
the Eaft* 

Thus, by the depraved politics of the councils of 
a petty fettlement, were the important intcrefts of 
Gteat Britain in India, and the lives and properties 
of all its fervants in that quarter, at once expofed to 
the fury of three forrnidable hoftile powers — the Ma* 
rhattas, Hyder and the French. 

« 2 I will 
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I will not entangle my narrative with a detail of 
the various military operations which a^pfc from this 
confederacy : they were in general difaftrous to the 
Englifh, whofe power there was preferved from 
utter annihilation by the energetic copncils of Mr. 
Hastings, the unexampled courage of our troops, * 
and the unparalleled abilities and gallantry of the ve- 
teran Sir Eyre Coote. 'That part which applies to • 
my prefent narrative, is the only part I think it ne- 
ceffary to detail ; but I wilh you to inform yourfelf 
of all of them fully, by an attentive pcrufal of the 
different hiftories of that war. 

In order to relieve the Carnatic, which was fuf- 
fcring under the ravages of a formidable vi6korious 
army, who had not only cut off a great part of our 
forces on that coaft, but affronted our army even at 
the walls of Fort St. George, defcents upon the coafts 
of Malabar were planned, in order to make a diver- 
fioa: and General Mathews, in January 1783, 
landed with a fmall army under his command, at a 
place called Rajamondroog — tookOnore, and faveral 
forts : and being joined by other troops, which, un- 
der the command of Colonel Humbertson, had 
done confiderable fervice to the fouthward, and were 
now commanded by Colonel Macleod, marched 
from Cundapore, with an army confiding of twelve 
hundred Europeans and eight battalions of Sepoys, 
towards Huffaingurry Ghaut, a pafs that leads over 
thefe immenfe mountains which divide the peninfula, 
running north and fouth from Perfia to Cape Cortio- 
rin. After furmounting obilacles that would have 
difcouraged a Icfs enterprifing commander, and for 
which I refer you to his own letter, inclofed here- 
with,* he mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing 
before him with the fixed bayonets and reached 

* See Appendix. 
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witliin a fliort march of ^ydernagur, the place where 
I was confined. Thofe operations were undoubtedly 
much facilitjited by the death of Hyder Alli, 
which happened while I was in prifon, and which 
drew the attention of Tippoo Sahib to affairs ,of 
more immediate importance than the defence of the 
Malabar forts. 
, ■*• I have thus digrefled from the flraight path of 
* my narrative, in order to explain to you the occafion 
of the extraordinary revolution that fo fuddenly took 
place in the fort, which I dated to you in my lafl: 
letter biK one — You will therefore look back to the 
conclufion of that letter, from whence I again take 
up my narrative. 

I was utterly at a lofs to conjefture what this fo 
fudden refolution to releafc me and my oppofite fel- 
low-prifoner meant. I endeavoured to get fome 
explanation of it frbm the perfons about me ; but all 
I could at the time colleft was, that the Jemadar had 
diredled me to be taken out of irons, and ordered 
me to appear before him. I walked out of the cita- 
del with two or three men who had got charge of me : 
it was a* delightful afternoon ; and my fenfations on 
once more vifiting the open air — at again viewing 
the vaft expanfe of the firmament above, and the 
profufion of beauties with which nature embelliflhed 
the earth beneath — were too blifs^l, too fublime for 
defcription. My heart beat with involuntary tranf- 
ports of gratitude to that Being from which all fprung; 
and I felt that man is, in his nature, even without the 
intervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For 
an' hour of fuch delight as I then experienced, a year 
of imprifonment was, I thought, hardly too dear a 
price. Thofcexquifite fenfations infenfibly led my 
heart to the moft flattering prefages : the animal fpi- 
rit appeared to have, in correspondence with the 

* 
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body, fhaken ofF a load of chains ; and as I walked 
along, I fecmed to tread on air. 

As we proceeded forward, we founds at fome dif- 
tance from the fort, an open dooly, into which the 
guards, forcibly crammed me ; and I was carried off, 
ftill attended by the fame men. As we went along, 
they gave me to underftand that Hyat Sahib, the 
Jemadar, was at a place ten or a dozen miles diftantV- 
from Bidanore. J thought it within myfelf a mcfft' ' 
extraordinary circumftance, and was at a lofs to con- 
jedture for what purpofe he required my prefencc 
there. Perhaps, thought I, it is to deliver me perfonally 
into the hands of Tippoo*— perhaps to fend me to Se- 
ringapatam. Sufpence whetted my curiofity ; and 
impatience to know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon 
a wide fea of conjefturc. Still, however, my fcnfes 
acknowledged a degree of pleafure indcfcribable — I 
inhaled the frefli air with greedinefs, and, as I fnuffed 
it in, faid to myfelf, " Well, well — at the worfl:, 
this will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new (lock 
of health and vigour, to enable me to endure with 
manhood whatever other fuffcrings the barbarians, 
into whofc hands I have fallen, may have in ftore 
for me/' 

When we had got about a mile from the fort, we 
met a pcrfon attended by three others, all on horfe- 
back. He was a man of confidcrable rank in that 
country, and I recoUcfted to have feen him at the 
Jemadar's Durbar, where he had manifcfted a fa- 
vourable difpofition towards me, looking always 
gracioufly, and nodding to me, which, confidering 
my circumftances and his, was not .a little extraordir 
nary. The moment he recognized me, he leaped 
from his horfe, appapently in great agitation : then 
turning to the guards, ordered them ta leave me im- 
mediately — faying at the fame time that he would be 
^pfwerable for the confequences, They fecmed at . 

firit 
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. firft to hcfitate whether they would obey him or not; 
but on his fhaking at them his fword, which was all 
along drawn in his hand, and fmeared with blood, 
and repcating^his orders a fccond time in a firm and 
dccifive tone of voice and manner, they all ran off. 

As foon as we were alone, he revealed to me, that 
he had all along known who I was— had moft hear- 
^ cily pitied my fufFerings, and privately entertained 
"* tc^r moft anxious wiflies to fcrve me, but could not 
venture to interfere — the leaft Jealoufy, when once 
awiikened, being there always K)llowed up by fum-' 
mary vengeance. He then mentioned his name, in- 
forming me that he was the fon of a Nabob near 
Vcllore, whofe dgminions had been wrefted from 
him by force, and united to the Carnatic ; that his 
family had received great fa^vours from my father, 
in return for which he felt himfelf bound to do me 
every fervice in his power ; but that, having been, 
after the misfortunes which befcl his family, taken 
-into the fervice of Hyder, and holding then a place 
of confequence under him, he waf difqualified from 
demonftrating his gratitude and efteem in the way he 
wifhed : he added, he had juft come from the fum- 
mit of the tjhauts, where he left the Englifh army 
pofted, after their having beat the Circar troops, and 
carried all tie ftrong works which had been erefted 
for the defence of the paffes, and were deemed from 
their fituation impregnable; that the Jemadar, P;y- 
AT Sahib, had gone there to encourage the troops, 
and animate them to one grand efFort of refiftance, 
and would remaiu there till the fucceeding day— - 
Here he flopped, an4 feemed much agitated ; but, 
recovering nimfelf foon, faid, in a folemn and alarm- 
ing manner, "-This day I heard Hyat Sahib give 
orders to bring you before him, in order that he 
might fatiate his revenge by your death ! How hap- 
py am I in having an opportunity to refcue you ! I 

will 
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will carry you back with me, therefore, to Bida* 
norc, and place you in a ftate of fccurity with my 
family." 
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OUCH unprecedented gcnerofity afFc&ed 
mt fenfibly. To run fuch a hazard as he mufl: have 
incurred, merely from a principle of gratitude for 
fervice^ fo remote in both time and perfon, was 
more than we could hope to find even among Eng- 
Jiftimen, who boaft of their fuperior juftice and gc«- 
nerofity-'-^but in a native of Indbftan, where the tide 
of human feeling runs rather low, was aftonifhing. 
As well as my limited kno\f ledge of the language of 
the country enabled me, I endeavoured to make him 
a fuitable acknowledgment : in fuch a caufe, dullncfs 
muft have become eloquent ; and I lamented that 
my deficiency in the language prevented my giving 
vent to the extreme fullnefs of my heart. He feem- 
cd, however, to be fatisfied with my meaning ; and 
I was juft on the point of returning with him to Hy- 
dcrnagur, when we were fuddenly ftartled by the Je- 
madar's mufic, which was foon afterwards fucceeded 
by the appearance of his guamis advancing towards 
us at fome diftance. He feemed confounded and 
alarmed*«-lamented, in warm terms, his incapacity 
to ferve me — and, pointed to a path which wound 
through a wood that lay on either fide of the road, 

direftcd me to ftrikc into it immediately, faying, 

that 
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that by following that route, I ihould certainly fall 
in with the Britilh army. He then rode away, and 
I followed his advice, and proceeded for fome time 
through the wood without interniption ; for, though 
I did not implicitly believe the aliertion that Hyat 
Sahib meant to have cut me off, I deemed it pru- 
dent to avail myfclf of the opportunity which offered 
to effeft my efcape, apprehending a worfe fate than 
death, namely, being fent prifoner to Seringapatam. 
Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to exa- 
mine my fuuation, and to reflcdt on the different 
converfations which had paflcd between Hyat Sa- 
ftiB and me, and on his conduft previous to my be- 
ing put in irons.* ^ I recollefted the information I had 
from time to time received^ touching the Jemadar's 
-difpofition, Hyder's death, Tippoo Sahib's cha- 
rafter and avowed hatred of Hyat, and the nature 
of the inhabitants. I moreover took into cbnfidera- 
tion, that my ftrcngth was impaired, and my con- 
ftitution undermined J and that my profpefts in In- 
dia,* in point of fame or emolument, could only be 
fromated by fome extraordinary exertion, or fome 
azardous enterprifc. The refult of the whole was a 
determination on my part to return back to the fort, 
and venture an attempt to perfuadc the Jemadar to 
offer propofaTs for an accommodation to General 
Mathews, and to make me the inftrumcnt of hi? 



negociation. 



Ip purfuance of this determination, I returned i 
and about fix o'clock in the evening re-entered the 
fort, and proceeded to the palace of the Jemadar, 
where, defiring an auSience, I was admitted. At 
the very firft fight of him, I could perceive in his 
appearance all the mortification of falling power. 
He received me with a gloomy countenance, in 
which there was more of thoughtful fadnefs than of 
vindiftivc fury. After a minute's filence, however, 

he 
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he faid to me, " Well, Sir ! you have heard, I fup- 
pofe, that the Englifh army are in poflcfllon of the 
Ghauts, and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this 
country authorife my proceeding againft you witti 
the utmoft rigor." Here he paufed foj: a few mo- 
ments — then proceeded thus : *^ Neverthelefs, in 
con fide ration of your fatfiily — in confid^rationof the 
regard I have for along time conceived for you, from 
oblerving your conduft, and ftrift adherence to truth 
in anfwering all my queft ions, and iUU more on ac- 
count of the fufierings which you have fuftained with 
fortitude^ I will allow you to efcape : l>afte ypuj then, 
away— fly from this fort direftly — begone!" Thea^ 
waving his hand as a fignal for me to depart, averted 
his face from me, and looked another way. 

I thought that this was a very favourable oppor-, 
tunity for my intended purpofe, and entreated him 
to hear me while I faid a few words of perhaps more 
moment to him than to myfelf. He again turned 
towards mej and, nodding afcent, while his eye 
befpoke impatient curiofity, I proceeded— And, firft, 
I exprefled, in the ftrongeft terms I was able, the 
high fenfe I entertained of the favourable reception I 
met with when I firft came to the fort; afliiring him, 
that I fhould never forget the kindnefs he Ihewed 
me on that occadbn, and that in my" confcience I 
imputed ail the fufFerings I had undergone wholly t6 
orders which he had been obliged to execute, and, 
not to any want of humanity in hinifelf. Here I 
perceived the clouds which had overfpread hifr coun- 
tenance begin gradually to difperfe, and with the 
greater confidence proceeded to fay, that if he would 
condefcend to give me a patient hearing, and not 
take my boldnefs amifs, I would venture to intrude 
upon him with my advice. At this he ftared at me 
with a look of fuiprife— paufed — then faid, that he 
authorifed ipe to fpcak whatever I plcafed — conti- 
nuing, 
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nuing, in a tone of gentle melancholy, ^^But of what 
ufe can your advice be to me now ?" 

Having thus obtained his permiffion, I began by 
cpmplimenting him on his great talents and temper 
in govcrningr^-on his fidelity, zeal and attachment 
to Hy PER — and on the mild and benificent ufe which 
he was acknowledged to have'made of the unbounded 
power vefted in him by that great Prince, which was 
the more extraordinary, confidcring how many ex- 
amples* he had to juftify^ him in a contrary prafticc. I 
u reminded him, however, that cifcumftances were at 
. prefentwi(JelydifFer|^l^t from what they wer,e^-rthat he 
had now got a very dffFerent fovereign to ierve — that 
he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hyder 
might have been confidered to him), but Tippoo 
Sultan, now the mailer, once the rival, whofe 
meafures he had always oppofed, againft whom he 
had once laid a moft ferious charge, and who, con- 
fidcring the fi.rmnefs of his nature, could not be rea- 
fonably fuppofed to have forgiven himj and I hinted, 
that whatever extern'al appearance of regard Tippoo 
might from the political neceffity of the moment af- 
fume, his temper, and the fpirit of Afiatic policy, 
were too well known to have a doubt remaining, that 
fo far from continuing him (Hyat) in the fame pow- 
er and authority which he enjoyed during rive life of 
his father Hyder, h^ would, on the contrary, pro- 
ceed againft him with rigor and cruelty. 

Here I perceiv-ed the Jemadar involuntary nod- 
ding his head in a manner which, though not intend- 
ed for my obfervation, denoted internal aflenti and 
was convinced that I had exaftly fallen in with the 
current of his own thoughts. No wonder, indeed, 
they fliould be his fentiments ; for they had long 
been the fentiments of all perfons who had known 
the circumftances of the Nabob's family. 

Having, 
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Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as 1 
conceived to be ncceflary to awaken the mind of 
Hyat to the precarioufnefs, or rather danger of his 
fituation with Tippoo, I painted to him, in th« 
ftrongeft colours I was mafter of, the humanity, the 
fidelity, the bravery and generofity of the Englifh, 
which, I faid, were fo univerfally acknowledged, 
that even their worft enemies bore tePrimony to them: 
and I affured fcim, that if, inftead of making an un- 
availing oppofuion to them, he would throw himfclf 
with confidence upon their proteftion, and become 
their friend, he would not only be continued* in his 
ftation, power and authority, and fupported as here- 
tofore, but Be made a much greater man, with ftill 
greater fecurity, than ever he had been before. 

This was the general fcope of my argument with 
him; but there were many more which fuggeftcd 
themfelves at the time, though I cannot now remem- 
ber them. I enforced them with all the power I 
had : they were fupported by the acknowledged 
charafter for generofity of the Englifh, and ftill 
more by Hyat's apprehenfions of Tippo6j and 
they had their effeft. That very night he authorifed 
me to go to the Britilh General ; and, though he 
would not commit himfelf by fending propofals in 
writing, he confented to receive them from the Ge- 
neral, and promifed to wait for my return till day- 
light the next morning — adding, thit if J did not 
appear by that time, he would go ofFwith his family 
and treafure to fome other place, and fet the town, 
powder-magazine and ftore-houfes on fire, leaving a 
perfon of dilHnguiflied charafter to defend the citadel 
or inner fort, which was ftrong, with a deep ditch, 
and mounted with many pieces of cannon, and fend 
immediate intelligence to an army of fix thoufand 
horfc and ten thoufand infantry, who were at that 



time 
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liflte on their road from Seringapatam, to haften 
; tbcir progrcfs, and make them advance with all pof- 
^Wc rapidity ; and he further obfcrved, that as Tip- 
'00 himfclf would come to the immediate proteftion 
of his country, and, if once come while the Englifli 
arnav remained in the open field, would give them 
caule to repent their temerity, there was no time to 
be loft. 

Accompanied by aperfon who had officiated as in- 
terpreter between the Jemadar and me, and whofc 
good offices and influence with Hyat, which was 
very great, I had been previoufly lucky enough to 
fecure, I fet off at ten o'clock at night, on horfcback, 
to the Britifli army. My companion was in higlx 
fpirits when we firft fet out from the fort ; but as we 
proceeded, he expreffed great apprehcnfion of being 
Ihot in approaching the camp, and earnefty entreated 
me to fleep at a choreltry, which lay in our way, till 
morning. His terror muft have been great indeed, 
to induce him to make fuch a propofal, as he knew 
very well that we had pledged ourfclvcs to be back 
before dawn next day. I rallied him upon his fears, 
and endeavoured to perfuade him there was not the 
fmalleft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the out- 
potts, when they fhould challcnjre us, in fuch a man- 
ner as to prevent their, firing. As we advanced to 
the camp, however, his trepidation increafcd 5 and 
when we approached the fentries, I was oblip;cd to 
drag him along by force. Then his fears had very 
nearly produced the danger be dreaded, (the almoft 
invariable effeft of cowardice); for the fcntry next 
to us, hearing the ruftling noife, let off his piece, 
and was retreating when I had the good fortune to 
make him hear me. My companion, alarmed at 
the noife of the muiqucr, fell down in a p:u*cxyfm of 
terror, from which it was fome time before l\e was 
completeiy recovered. The fcntry w]\o h;iil fired, 

coming 
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.comng up, conckiftcd us to a place where other fen- 
tries were pofted, one of whom accompanied us to ac 
guard, from whence wc were brought to the grand 
guard, and by them conduded to the General. 






LETTER LVIII. 



' ' 1 WAS no Icfs pleafcd than furprifcd to 
find, that the commander of this gallant and fuccefs-^ 
ful little army was General Mathews — an old friend 
of my father's, and a pcrfon with whom I had fervcd 
in the cavalry foon after I entered the fervice. When 
I arrived he was faft afleep upon the bare ground in a 
chorelcry. His dubafli, whofc name was Snake, 
recoUefted me immediately, and was almoft as much 
frightened at my appearance at firft,' as my interpre- 
ter companion was at the fhot of the^fentry -, for it 
was full five months fmcc my hair and beard were 
both fh^ved at the fame time, during which period 
a comb had never touched my head : I had no hat — 
no ftockings — was clad in a pair of very ragged 
breeches, a fhirt which was fo full of holes that it 
refembled rather a net than a web of cloth, and a 
waiftcoat which had been made for a man twice my 
Cze — while my feet were defended from the ftones 
only by a pair of Indian flippers. Snake, as foon 
as he was able to conquer his terror, and flop 'the 
loquacious cfFufions of aftoniflimcnt, brought me to 
the General, whom I found faft afleep. We awoke 
him with great difficulty, and, on his difcovering 

me. 
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me, expreffed great plcafure and ftirprifc at fcJ uncx-. . 
pcfted a meetings for, though he had heard of my 
imprifonment at Bidanorc, he did not^^pcft to have 
had the pleafure of my* company fo foon.' '• 

Haying dated to the GeHeral the nature and ob- 
jeft of my miflion, and related to him what had 
happened in the fort, he inftantly faw the great ad- 
vantages that muft accrue from fuch an* arrangement 
—entered into a full but Ihort difcuffion of the bufi- 
nefs — fettled with me the plan to Jbe purfued in either 
cafe of Hyat Sahib's acceding to or diffcnting 
from the terms he propofed to ofFerj and in lefs-. 
than an hour after my arrival, I was difpatched back 
to the fort in the General's jialanquin, with a cowl 
from him, fignifying that the Jemadar Hyat Sahib'S 
power and influence Ihould not be leffened, if he 
Ihould quietly furrender up the fort. Before niyde- 
parture, the General expreffed, in the warmed terms, 
his approbation of my conduft j and added that ton- 
fidering the importance of the fort; the extenfive 
influence of Hyat Sahib, and the advantages that 
might be derived from his experience and abilities, 
coupled with the cmfeebled fl:ate of his army, the 
benefits of fych a negociation fcarcely admitted of 
calculation. 

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances 
with which my prefent purfuit was attended, I could 
not help, as I returned to Hydernagur, finding fome 
uneafy fcnfations, arifing from the immediate nature 
of the bufincfs, and from my knowledge of the faith- 
lefs difpofition of Afiatics, and tHe little diffioulty 
they find in violating any moral principle, if it hap- 
pens to clafh with their intereft, or if a breach of it 
promifcs any advantage. Iconfidered chat it was by 
no means impoflible, that fome rcfolution adverfe 
to my projcft might have been adopted in my ab- 
fence, and that the Jemadar's policy might lead him 

to 
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to make my deftruftion a fort of propitiation for hb 
former ofFencea, and to fend me and the cowl to« 
gether to Tififoo, to be facri6ced to his refentment« 
Thcfe thoughts, I own, made a very deep imprcf- 
lion on my mind— but were again effaced by the rc- 
fledion, that a laudable meafure, once begun, ought 
to be perfevered in, and that the accompliihing a 
plan of fuch importance and incalculable public 
utility^ might operate (till further by example, and 
produce confequences of which it was impofiible at 
the prefent to form a conception. Thofc, and a 
variety of fuch fuggcftions, entirely overcame the 
fcruples and fears of the danger i and i once more 
entered the fort of Hydcrnagur. At this time the 
Britifh troops, were by 'detaching a part with Co- 
lonel Maclsoo, to get round the fort, and attack 
it in the rear, and, by death and fickncfs, reduced 
to lefs than four hundred Europeans and feven hun- 
dred Sepoys, without ordnance. 

When I delivered the cowl to the Jemadar, he 
read it, and fecmed plcafcd, but talked of four or 
five days to confidcr of an anfwer, and feemed to 
be wavering in his mind, and labouring under the 
alternate impulfcs of oppofite motives and contra- 
diftory paffions. I faw that it was a crifis of more 
importance than any other of my lifc~-a crifis in 
which delay, irrefolution, or yielding to the pro- 
traftive expedients of Hyat, might be fatal. To 
prevent, therefore, the effefts of either treachery 
or repentance, I took advantage of the general con- 
fufion and trepidation which prevailed in the fort— 
collefted the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the number of 
four hundred, were prifoners at large — pofted them 
at the gates, powder-magazines, and other critical 
fituations ; and, having taken thefe and other pre- 
cautions, went out to the General, who, according 
to the plan concerted between us, had pufhcd on 

with 
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with the advanced guard; and, conducing him into 
' the fort with hardly an attendant, brought hint 
ftraight to the Jemadar's prefence wh^e he yet re-^ 
mained in a (late of indecifion and terror. General 
Mathews, in his firft interview with the Jema- 
dar, did every thing to re-affure him, and confirmed 
with the moft folemn afleveratio'ns the terms of the 
cowl; in confequence of which the latter acctdedto 
the propofitions contained in it, and the Britilh co-« 
lours for the firft time waved upon the walls of the 
chief fort of the country of Bidan(5re4 

Having thus contributed to put this important giN 
rifon, with all its treafures, which certainly wertf 
itnmcnfe, into the hands of the Company, without 
the lofs of a fingle man, or even the ftriking of a fin- > 
gle blow, my exultation was inconceivable j andj 
much though I wanted money, I can with truth aver^ 
that avarice had not even for an inftant the leafl: 
jftiare in my fenfations. 'Tis true, the confcioiifnefs 
of my fcrvices affured me of a reward ; but how thaC 
reward was to accrue to me, never once was the fub- 
jc6t of my contemplation — much lefs did I think of 
availing myfelf of the inftaot occafion to obtain it- 
How far my delicacy on the occafion may be cen- 
fiired or approved, I cannot tell ; but if I got nothing 
by it, I have at leaft the confolation to refleft that f 
efcaped calumny, which was with a moft unjuftifia- 
ble and unfparing hand laviflied on others. The 
General, it is true, promifed that I ftiould remain 
with him till he made fome arrangements j and 
Hyat Sahib ofFered, on his part, to make me^ 
through the General, a handfome prefent. The 
General, however, fuddeniy became diffatisfied with 
me; and I neither got HyAt Sahib's prefent, nof 
ever received even a rupee of the vaft fpoil found 
there. 
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Here I think it a duty incumbent on me to fajr 
fomcthing of General Mathews, and, while I de- 
plore the unfortunate turn in his temper, which in- 
jnrtd me, ana tarnifhed in fome meafure his good 
qualities, to rcfcue him from that unmerited oblo- 
quy which the ignorant, the int^refted and the en- 
vious have thrown upon his fame. ^ Light lie the 
allies of the dead, and hallowed be the turf that pil- 
lows the head of a foldier! General Mathews was 
indeed a foldier — was calumniated too ; and although 
he did not ufe me*as I had reafon to hope he would, 
I will, as far as I can, refcue his fame from grofs 
mifreprefcntation. 

An extravagant love of fame was the ruling paflion 
of General Mathews : it was the great end of all 
his purfuits ; and while, in his military profelfion, 
he walked with a firm pace towards it, he loft his 
time, diftorted his progrefs, and palfied his own ef- 
forts, by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition 
of thofe whom he found taking the fame road, whe- 
ther they walked befide him, or panted in feeble ef- 
fort behind. This was his fault; it was doubtlefs 
a great alloy to his good qualities : but it has been 
punifhed with rigour difproportionate to the ofFencel 
Thofe who perfonally felt his jealoufy, took advan- 
tage of his melancholy end to traduce him, and mag- 
nify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of 
crime. It is unmanly in any one — indeed it is — to 
traduce the foldier who has fallen in the fervice of 
his country ; but it is herefy in a foldier to do fo. 
No fooner di9 the buzz of calumny get abroad, than 
thoufands of hornets, who had neither intercft nor 
concern in the afi^air, joined in it. The malignant, 
who wifhed to fting merely to get rid of fo much of 
their venom — and the vain, who wifhed to acquire 
a reputation for knowledge of Afiatic affairs at the 
cxpence of truth— united together, and raifcd a hum 

which 
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which reached Europe, where the hornets (I mean 
authors), under the lefs unjuftifiable impulfe of* ne- 
ceffity, took it up, and buzzed through the medijun 
o{ quartos and o5iavos fo loud, that public opinion was 
poifoned ; and the gallant ibldier who, for the ad- 
vantage of E^ngland, ftood the hardeft tugs of war, 
and at laft drank the poifoned cup from the tyrant 
hands of her enemy, was generally underftood to be 
a peculator, and to haye clandeftinely and difhoneftly 
obtained three hundred thoufand pounds. 

On this affertion I put my dired: negative. It may 
be faid, however, that this is only affertion againft. 
affertion — True ! Sorry fhould I be to rclt it there : 
my affertions are grounded on fuch proofs as are not 
to be fhaken— proofs on record in the office of the 
Prefidency of Bombay. 

As foon as Hydernagur was taken poffeffion of^ 
Hyat Sahib immediately iffucd orders to the forts 
of Mangalore, DeokuU, Ananpore, and fomc others 
in that country, to furrender to the Britifh arms. 
Some obeyed the mandate ; but thofe three refilled, 
and were reduced by General Mathews. Rendered 
incautious by fuccefs, our army became kfs vigilant, 
and Tippoo retook Hydernagur 5 and, in diredt 
breach of the capitulation, made the garrifon prifon- 
crs, treated them with a degree of inhumanity which 
chills the blood even to think of, and forced General 
Mathews to take poifon in prifon ! 

Mean-time Hyat Sahib, with whom the Ge- 
neral had got into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and 
laid a charge againft him, which he, being in the 
hands of Tippoo, could not controvert, or even 
know. And what was the charge ? The whole ex- 
tent of it was his (Mathews's) having gat two lacks 
of rupees, and a pearl necklace, a-> a pr-^fent^— ^a fum, 
confidering the country and circumftances, not at all 
extraordinary, but which is completely vindicated 

A a 2r by 
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by the Generars letter to the Court of Dircftort, 
dated at Marigalorc, the 1 5th of March, 1783; in 
which he ftates the prefent, and requefts permiffioh 
to accept if. This, as I laid before, is on record, 
and was tranflated by Mr. SYBBALD,^wh6 was then 
Perfian interpreter at Bombay. The Jetter I allude 
to, you will fee in the Appendix. In (hort. Ge- 
neral Mathews had his faults, but an unjoit avarice 
wds not amongft them. 
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Having, in my laft letter, faid as much 
as I thought juftice demanded in defence of General 
Mathews, againft the charge of peculation, I am 
now to fpeak of him as his conduft touched me. He 
was, as I have already mentioned, an old friend of 
my father's, and an intimate of my own : I had rea- 
fon, therefore, to expeft from him, according to 
the ufual difpofitions -and manners of men, if not 
partiality, . at leaft friendfhip ; and in fuch a cafe as 
I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim 
to notice, it was not unreafonable to fuppofe that he 
would have been forward to promote my intercft, by 
ftating my fervices in fuch a manner as to call atten- 
tion to them. He had, however, fome difagreca- 
ble difcuffions with his officers ; and feeing I was on 
a footing with Colonel Humbertson, and ftill more 
with Major Campbell (he who fo ably and gal- 
lantly 
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lantly defended Mangalore againft Tippoo's whole 
army and fix hundred French), and finding me ex- 
tremely zealous and importunate to have his ar- 
rangement with Hyat Sahib adhered to, he be- 
came difpleafcd,'* and, though he himfelf had deter- 
mined that I fliould remain with him, changed his 
mind, and ordered rne away at an hour's notice— 
itiany dajs fooner than he had originally intended to 
fend off any difpatches. He moreover occafioned 
' my lofing a fum of money, and on the lyhole paid 
lefs attention to my intereft than the cirgumftances 
of the cafe demanded. 

In the evening of the day on which he determined 
on my departure, I fct off with his difpatches to the 
governments of Madrafs and Bengal, and reached 
the mod diftant of our pofts that night. From thence 
I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a fea-port town 
upon the Malabar coaft, taken by us from the ene- 
*my. During this journey, which was through the 
country of Tippoo Sahib, I had only fix Sepoys to 
conduft me : yet, fuch was the univerfal panic that 
had feized all claffesand diftinftions of people at the 
yrogrefs of the Britifh arms in that quarter, I met 
pnly a few fcattered Sepoys, who were fo badly 
wounded 1 prefume they were unable to trav.cl— r-the 
villages throughout being completely abandoned by 
all their inhabitants. 

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell 
us, and I experienced, is dangerous, from bad to 
good, as well as the revcrfe, confpiring with the 
mortification I felt at feeing things going on fo very 
contrary to what I v/i(hed, and what I had reafon to 
expcft, had a mod fudden and alarming effeft upon 
my conftitution ; and I was feized on the road with 
the moft excrutiating, internal pains, which were 
fucceedcd by a violent vomiting of blood. At 
length,, with great difficulty, J reached Cundapore, 

where 
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where the commanding officer, and all about him, 
did every thing in their power to afford me affiftance 
and comfort under my mifcries, which increafed every 
hour rapidly, I felt as if my infidc was utterly de- 
cayed, and all its funftions loft in debility : at the 
fame time my head feemed deranged — I could fcarce- 
ly comprehend the meaning of what was faid ; lift- 
ing up my head was attended with agonizing pain; 
and if I had any power of thought, it was to con- 
fider myfelf as approaching faft to diffolution, I ^ 
had the fenfe, however, to fend to General Ma- 
thews, to acquaint him with my indifpofition, and 
utter inability to proceed with his difpatches. To 
this I received the following letter : 

f^ Bidanorey Feb. 3, 1783. 

*^ Dear Campbell, 

" I am forry to hear that you have been unwell. 
*' Should your indifpofition increafe, or continue, fo 
^' as to render you unable to purfuc your journey with 
*' the neceffary expedition, I beg that you will for- 
** ward the letters to Anjengo by a boat, with direc- 
" tions to Mr. Hutchinson to fend them per 
" tappy* to Palamcotah, and fo on to Madras. 

" I (hall hope to hear of your recovery, and that 
^' you'll have gone to fea. 

*^ Your's very truly, 

" Richard Mathews/* 

The receipt of this letter induced me, bad as I 
was, to make one other exertion ; and I refolvec^i 
though I fhould die on the way, not to leave any 
jhing yvhich, even by malicious conftru6tio«, could 

• Poft, or exprefs. 

be 



SETS OFF FOR BENGAL. 



37S 

be made a fct-oflF againft my claims : I therefore 
hired an open boat to carry me along the coaft to 
Anjengo, and fet out with every profpeft of having 
the virulence of my diforder incrcafed, by being ex- 
* pofed in an uncovered veffel to the damp of the 
night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day, 
and of being arretted by the hand of death in aiy 
way. By the time I had got down the coaft as far 
as Mangalore, my complaints increafed to an alarm- 
ing heighth ; and I became fpeechlefs, and unable 
to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Com- 
pany's veffel then lying at anchor off that place, the 
captain of which had the gOodnefs to invite me 
to remain on board with him, ftrenuoufly advifing 
that I fhould give up the thoughts of proceeding 
immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I 
could not poffibly furvive, and to forward my dif- 
parches by another hand. The furgeon of the fhip 
joining the captain in opitiion that I could not fur- 
vive if I attempted it, and my own judgment coin- 
ciding with their's, I at length confentcd, and re- 
mained there. ; 

^Tranquillity, kind treatment,' and good medical 
afliftance, produced, in the fpace of two or thtee 
weeks, fo material a change in my health, I was in 
a condition to avail myfclf, at the expiration, of that 
time, of a fhip bound to Anjengo, and which of- 
fering the addhional inducement of touching at Tel- 
licherry, determined me to take nly paffage*^ in her. 
When I arrived at Tellicherry, and during my ftay 
there, the great attention fhewn me by Mr. Free- 
man, the chief of that place, and the comforts of 
his houfe, reftored me to a great ihare of health and 
fpiritS'^-^And here a very fingular circumftance oc- 
curred. 

One 
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One day a veflcl arrived ; and perceiving a boat 
coming on fhore from her, Mr. Freeman and I 
walked down to the beach, to make the ufual in- 
quiries-— fuch as, where flie came from ? what news 
ihe 'brought ? £5?^. (ffc. As foon as the boat touched 
the fhore, a gentleman leaped out of it, whofc per- 
fon feemed familiar to me : upon his nearer approach, 
I difcovered that it was Mr. Brodey, a gentleman 
who had been kind enough to take upon him 
the office of my attorney, upon my leaving India 
fome years before— not my attorney in the ordinary 
acceptation of that word, but a liberal and difinter* 
cfted frie,nd, who obligingly undertook the manage-* 
ment of my affairs in my abfcncc, without thcfmal- 
left hope of advantage, or rather under circumftan-f 
CCS which ferved as preludes to further obligations. 
I was certainly pleafed and furprifed to fee him ; but 
his aftonifhment to fee me amounted almoft to a dif- 
truft of his cye-fight : he had received fuch indubi- 
table proofs of my death, that my fudden appear- 
ance on his landing, at the firft rufh of thought, im- 
prefTcd him with the notion of. a deceptio vijus. My 
identity, however, was too pofitive for refiflancc \ 
and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfac- 
tion, and congratulations on my fafety. He then 
took out a pocket account- book, in which, for 
. fecurity againft accidents, he kept accounts-current, 
written in a brief manner — ^and fhcwed me mine, 
fettled almoft to the very day, upon which was tranf- 
cribed a copy of a letter he had received, and which 
he thought was a tcftimony of my death. So, cut- 
ting out the account, and prefenting it to me, he 
cxprefTed, in the moft cordial and handfome manner, 
his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft 
had an opportunity to deliver it. This gentleman is 
now in this Kingdom, and too well known for me 
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to defcribe him. Suffice it to fay, that in England, 
as well as in India, he has always enjoyed the eileem 
and refpeft of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex- 

, tent as any other perfon I know. 

I again embaijrked to proceed on my voyage, and 
had hardly got on board when a Ihip dropped anchor 
^long fide of us, in which captain Campbell of 
Comby, a very near connexion of mine, was paf- 
fcnger. On hailing one another, he heard that I 
v^as' on t board, and immediately was with me. 
Thofc who (incercly love each other, and whofc 
hearts confefs the fond ties of confanguinity, can 
alone conceive what our mutual plealure was at 
meeting fo unexpectedly in fo remote a corner of 
the world. He was then on his way to join the 
army. This amiable young man, now repofes in the 
bed of honour at Mangalore ! He fell, after having 
diftinguifhed himfelf in the very gallant defence made 

-by that place -againft the whole force of Tippoo. 
With regret we parted r and in due time I arrived at 
Anjengo without any accident befalling me, which 
was rather extraordinary. 

Leaving Anjengo, I fet out-for Madras, defigning 
to go all the way by land — a journey of near eight 
hundred miles. I accordingly Prruck through the 
Kingdom of Travancore, whofc fovereign is in al- 
liance with the Englifh ; and had not long entered 
the territories of the Nabob of Arcot, before Major 
Macneal, an old friend of mine, and commandant 
of a fort in that diftrift, met me preceded by a troop 
of dancing girls, who encii'cled my palanquin, dan- 
cing around me until I entered the Major's houfc. 
• It would be difficult to give you an adequate notion 
of thofe dancing girls. Trained up from their in- 
fancy to the praftice of the mod graceful motions^ 
the moft artful difplay of perfonal fymmetry, and the 
moft wanton allurements, they dance in fuch a ftyle, 

and 
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and twine their limbs and bodies into fuch poftures,' 
as bewitch the fcnfes, and extort applaufe and admi- 
ration where in ftriftnefs difapprobation is due : nor 
is their agility inferior to the grace of their move- 
ments — though they do not exert it in the fame 
fkipping way that our ftage dancers do, but make it 
fubfcrvient to the elegance, and, I may fay, gran- 
deur, of their air. They arc generally found in 
troops of fix or eight, attended by muficians, whofc 
afpeft and drefs are as uncouth and fqualid, gs the 
founds they produce under the name of mufic, are 
inelegant, harfh and diflbnant. To this mufic, from 
which meafure as much as harmony is excluded, 
they dance, moft wonderfully adapting their ftcp to 
the perpetual change of the time, accompanying it 
with amorous fongs, while the correlt)ondent action of 
their body and limbs, the wanton palpitation and 
heaving of their exquifitely formed bofoms, and the 
amorous, or rather lafcivious exprcflion of their 
countenance, excite in the fpeftators emotions not 
very favourable to chaft'ity. Thus they continue to 
aft, till, by the ^rmth of exercife and immagi- 
' nation, they become feemingly frantic with ecftacy,' 
and, finking down motionlefs with fatigue, throw 
themfelves into the moft alluring attitudes that in- 
genious vice and voluptuoufnefs can pofllbly devife. 
That fuch incitements to vice Ihould make a 
part of the fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamented : 
yet, at all ceremonies and great occafions, whether 
of religious worfhip or domeftic enjoyment, they 
make a part of the entertainment; and the altar of 
their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, are 
alike polluted by the introduftion of the dancing 
girls. The impurity of this cuftom, however, 
yanilhes in India, when compared v/ith the* hideous 
praftice of introducing dancing boys. 

The 
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The Major, after having entertained me in the 
mod hofpitable manner, accompanied me to Palam- 
xrocah, to the houfe of Doftor Dott, who lived 
in a generous and hofpitable ftyle. I had once had 
an opportunity of evincing my good difpofition to 
this gentleman, when he was moft critically fituated; 
and the reception he give me demonftrated, that 
he then retained a lively fenfe of my conduft to 
him. 

Leaving Palamcotah, I continued my route 
through Madura, This country is rendered re- 
markable by the revolt of the famous Isif Cawn, 
who made a bold and well-condti6ted attempt to 
creft himfelf into the fovereignty of that province, 
independent of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whofe 
fcrvice he was: and as the affair occurs to my 
thoughts, I will, for your information, notwith- 
ftanding its being unconnefted with my ftory, digrefs 
into an account of it. As foon as the revolt of Isif 
Cawn was known, General Monson, an officer of 
great military (kill and perfonal merit, went againfl: 
him at the head of the King's ana company's troops, 
3nd inverted the fort of Madura, in which that re- 
bellious chief was pofted. The general made a 
prafticable breach, and, in ftorming, was beat 
back with great flaughter by Isif ; and the fetting 
in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded the 
further operations of our army againft the place; 
and in the interim, peace having been concluded 
between the courts of St. James's and Verfailles, the 
King's troops were withdrawn. 

On the rccal of the King's troops, an army of 
company's troops was formed, to proceed againft 
Madura, in order to reduce this gallant turbulent 
rebel to fubjeftion ; and the renowned general Law- 
rence being rendered incapable of adlual fervice, 
and obliged to remain at the prcfidency by extreme 

age 
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age 'and infirmity, the chief command devolved 
upon my father by fcniority : he headed the expe- 
dition ; and, after overcoming innumerable difficul- 
ties thrown in his way by the inventive genius and 
cnterprifing fpirit of Isif Cawn, again made a 
breach, which was deemed prafticable by the chief 
engineer, now Sir John Call. An aflault was 
made with no better fuccefs than the former; for 
our army was again repulfed with incredible 
flaughter: more than tv/o thirds, I believe^ of our 
European officers, were among the killed or wound- 
ed; and the death of Major Preston, fccond in 
command, a mab endeared to the army by the pof- 
feffion of every advantage of perfon, heart and 
talents — an aftive, intrepid and able officer — ag- 
gravated the calamities of the day. 

If, impelled by my feelings, or tempted by re- 
membrance of the paft, I fometimes digrefs from 
the direft path of my narrative, my Frederick 
will accompany me, not only with patience, but I 
dare fay with pleafure : I cannot refrain, therefore, 
from mentioning a memorable occurrence during 
that fiege, not only-as it is fomewhat extraordinary 
in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near and dear 
conneftion. Colonel Donald Campbell, who 
then commanded the cavalry, received no lefs than 
fourteen fword-wounds and a mufquet-ball in his 
body — yet continued doing his duty with fuch cool 
intrepidity, that brave foldiers who were witnefics 
lo it, exprelTed the utmoft aftonifhment : upon 
being requcfted to quit the field, he replied, that as 
his family were provided for, he had nothing to 
fear; and as it was very unlikely his life could be 
faved, he would not deprive his country of any ad- 
vantacre that miorht be derived from his exertions 
for the fhort rcfidue of it, but continue to the lafl 
moment at his duty. With all this firmnefs and 

magnanimity 
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magnanimity, he was gentle, good-humoured, mo- 
deft and unafluming; and was admired for his great 
pierfonal beauty, as. well «s military talents, par- 
ticularly by the Duke of Cumberland, under 
whom he ferved in the war in Germany as a fubal- 
tern officer, in fo much that his Royal Highnefs 
had his pifture drawn. It was to him the company 
were firft indebted for the introduftion .of perfedt 
military difcipline into their army in India. In the 
various relations in which he ftood, whether domef- 
tic or public, as the fubjeft, the citizen, the father, 
or the friend, he was fo uniformly excellent; that 
the (hafts of malevolence, which int beft and wifeft 
of men have but too often felt, feldom reached him j 
and he may juftly be reckoned amongft that very 
fmall number of created beings, of whom fcarcely 
any one had the audacity to fpeak ill. Upon my 
firft arrival in India, I was put under his command, 
, and lived in his family — when, inftead of deporting 
himfelf towards me with that referve and- aufterity 
which rank and reputation like his, coupled with 
the circumftance of his being my uncle, might in 
fome fort have juftifie(3, he took me into his con- 
fidence, treated me with the greateft afFexSbion, and 
afted rather as the brother and the equal, than a* 
the parent and fuperior ; and thus .his gentle admo-^ 
nitions had more tfft&: in rcftraining the fallies of 
youth, and impetuofity of my temper, than the 
four, unpalatable documents of a fupcrcilious pre- 
ceptor could poffibly have had. 

The wonderful effcfts of this happy temper in 
fwaying the ftubborn difpofition of headftrongyouthy 
was exemplified in another inftance — of which, 
fince I am on the fubjcft, I will inform you. Mr. 
DupRES, then governor of Madras, wrote to him 
about a young gentleman, in the following words : 

« My 
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" My dear Colonel, 

*^ In the lift of officers appointed to your garriibn^ 

'^ you will fee the name of . This 

young man (nephew to Mrs Dupres), with abi* 
lities that mighi: render him confpicuous, I am 
** forry to fay, ftands in need of a ftrift hand. All 
** the favour I have to requeft of you is to fhcw 
him no favour : keep him rigidly to his duty ; 
and, if he requires it, rule him with a rod of iron. 
Should his future conduft meet your approbation, 
it is unncceflary for me to alk it, as you arc al- 
ways ready td*ihew kindncfs to thofc who merit 
" it." 
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The peculiar ftyle of this letter made fuch an im- 
prcffion on my memory, that I am able to give the 
cxaft words. Colonel Campbell, however, took 
his own unalterable method, mildnefs — treated the 
young gentleman in fuch a manner as to raife in 
him a confcioufnefs of his dignity as a man, the firft 
and beft guard againft mifconduft — and appointed 
him to the grenadier company. The refult was 
anfwerable to his expeftations ; for the young man's 
condudt, both as an officer and a gentleman, was 
fuch in the fequel as to rcfleft credit on himfelf and 
his family; and his very honourable and hopeful 
career was at laft terminated by a cannon-ball at the 
fiege of Tanjore. 

If the veneration in which I fliall ever hold this 
moft dear and refpefted relative admitted of in- 
creafe, it would certainly receive it from the con- 
traft I am every day obliged to drav^ between him 
and the wretched butterflies who fometimes flutter 
round us under the name of men : for, how can I 
help contrafting his inflexible courage, united to 
angelic mildnefs, with the infolence of lilly-livcred 
Hcdtors, who, confcious of the moft abjedt cowar- 
dice. 
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dice, dare to give an infulc, and bafcljr jfkulk from 
honed refcntment beneath the arm of the law !— 
fellows who, like Bobadil in the play, can kill a 
whfele army with the tongue, but dare not face a 
pigmy in the field ! — and, while they want the pru- 
dence to rcftrain the torrent of effeminate invedive, 
have patience enough to bear a kicking, or a box in 
the ear ! — who blufter and vapour to hide the trem- 
bling limb and poltroon afpeft, as children whiftle 
in the dark to brave the ghofts they dread ! Beware 
of all fuch wretches as you would fhun plague or 
peftilence. I hope you do not imagine that I have 
fo little common fcnfe or philanthrtfpy as to cenfure 
thofc who, from phyfical caufes or conftitutional 
delicacy, are averfe to conteft : No, no — ^I do affure 
you, on the contrary, that my obfervation leads me 
to think fuch men, though flow to quarrel, and 
inoffenfive in condiift, are very gallant when honour 
or duty demand from them a conqueft over their 
weaknefs. I have, in my time, feen fuch men at 
firft the fport, and at laft the terror of your blufter- 
ing bullies ; and I have always thought, that in fuch 
a triumph over their feelings, t;hey had more true 
merit than men conftitucionally courageous : the 
latter has his valour in common with the mere ani- 
mal; the other poffeffes the valour of fentiment. I 
mean that moft ignominious of all beings, who, 
prodigal in offence, yet reludtant in reparation — 
who, hoping to find fome perfon paffive as them- 
felves over whom to triumph, hazard the giving of 
an infult, with the malignant view to gafconade 
over him if he fubmits — and, if he refents, to wreak 
the whole vengeance of law upon him. In fociety 
with fuch men, there is no fafety ; for they leave 
you only the cafual alternative to choofc between 
fhame and ruin. ' Him who fubmics, they call pol- 
troon; and him who refents, they fleece in form of 

Uw. 
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law. There are others who, to bring their felloi^- 
creatures down to their own level, brave the execra- 
tions of mankind, and the vengeance of Heaven : 
fuch harpies do exift, who, though bold enough to 
' infult, are tame enough to receive chaftifcmcnt 
without refiftancc ; and, though tame enough to fub- 
mit to chaftifement, are fo furioufly vindiftive as to 
proclaim their fhame, their cowardice, perhaps in 
the face of an open court, in order to glut their re- 
venge by the pillage of their adverfary's purfe. Let 
fuch men enjoy the fruits of their machinations, if 
they can — To their own feelings I confign them ; 
for lean wiflia villain no greater curfe than the 
company of his own confcience, nor a poltroon a 
more poignant fting than that which the contempt 
of mankind inflidts upon him. 



LETTER LX. 



Jt ASSING through Madura, I arrived at 
Trichinopoly, where I met Mr. Sullivan, the 
refident of Tanjorc, who very politely furnilhed me 
with a letter to Mr. Hippesley, his deputy at 
Tanjore, from whom I received many marks of 
civility. At that place I had tHe pleafure of meet- 
ing a gentleman with whom I had been at college, 
and for whom I had always entertained a great 
cfteem : this was Colonel Fullarton. It is an 
old maxim, that we fhould fay nothing but good of 
the dead — '* De mortuis nil nifi bonum.'* It is not 

a new 
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& new maxim, I believe, to avoid praifing the living : 
1 am aware of the indelicacy of it ; and therefore 
Jjurppfely avoid in this, as I fhall in other inftances, 
ipeaking the full opinion I entertain* To the general 
cfteem in which he was held by all ranks of people m 
India, I refer you to Colonel Fullarton's charafter t 
it is of fuch a fort, that I wifli to hold it up for 
ypur imitation. At a time of life when others havd 
arrived to fome perfeftion in their profeffion, he made 
choice of his, and entered for the firft time into the 
arduous military depft-tment, with a ^command for 
which the training of many years is no more than 
fufficient to prepare other men. The Minifter of that 
day gave him this important charge, underwent the 
clamours of Oppofition for it, and was juftified in the 
event. When the Colonel came to aft, fo far from 
being deficient, his whole conduft was diftinguifliedj 
not lefs for military talent than courage — ^while the 
moft fortunate command of temper and captivating 
addrefs fubdued the fpirit of prejudice, reconciled the 
moft difcordant, and gained him, though a King's 
Officer, the efteem as much of the Company's as 
King's troops. In ftiort, all ranks of people, civil as 
well as military, whether belonging to King or Com- 
pany, united in approbation of his conduft — a thing 
iiot before, nor fince, but in the perfon of Lokp 

CORNWALLIS. 

Too much cannot be faid of the advantages re- 
fulting from a proper command of temper. To pro-i 
mote that in my Frederick, v/ill be attended with 
little diSiculty : on the contrary, my only doubt is, 
that the placability and mildnefs of his difpofition 
will too often fubjeft him to impofition. John is, 
however, of a different temper ; there is fomething 
in it which requires both admonition and good ex- 
ample to reprefs within proper bounds : to ftiew 
him the beauty as well as ufe of a mild, cool tem* 

B b ^e.^:^ 
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per, fuch inftances -as Colonel Fullarton may be 
of weight, and I wifli him to refleft upon it. And 
here I am reminded of a perfon and a circumftancc 
fo exaftly in point, that I cannot refrain from noticing 
them : they convey no inadequate idea of the happi- 
nefs refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and domi- 
nion over the mind ; and as the perfon I allude to is 
dead, I may fpeak of him with the greater freedom 
in that full ftrain of praife of which his Ihlning 
virtues defer ve. 

Of all the men I have ever hCi the good fortune to 
know, Sir Archibald Campbell poffefled, in the 
highefl: degree, that heavenly turn of mind, which 
not only is at peaCc with itfelf, but diffufes harmony 
and chcerfulnefs around it. No bufmcfs, however 
urgent in occafion, reftrifted in point of time, or em- 
barraffed with difficulty — no accident, however unex- 
pefted, or event, however fmifter— none of thofe in- 
numerable minutiae which fret and chafe the tempers 
of other men, ever fufpended the cool tenor O'his 
thought even for a moment : nothing ftiook the fe- 
renity of his temper — nothing deranged the prefcnce 
of his mind: uniform and placid, he in all fituations 
had the full dominion of hirafelf, and in the field it gave 
him a decided fuperiority ; nor was this felicity of 
nature confined to his public conduft ; it attended 
him at the domeflic enjoyments of the fire-fide — ^at the 
focial board — in the private receffes of his clofet; 
and the very fame habit of foul which, in his great 
public duties, rendered him valuable to his Country, 
and formidable to her enemies, gained him the admira- 
tion and efteem of his friends, the unbounded affec- 
tion of his family, and the bleffing of all his dependants. 

An incident that occurred in my prefence may 
ferve in fome meafure to decipher the mind of this . 
admirable man — I ftiall never forget it. Previoufly 
to his going to India, he had exerted his iutcrcft 

to 
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to obtain jBrom the Eafl India Company: feme re- 
ward for my ferviccs ; and, a few days before his 
departure, promifed to fpeak again to Mr. De- 
VAYNES, Chairman of the Eaft India Company, I 
waited on him on the day he was fetting off; he was 
juft about to depart, and furrounded by a numerous 
circle. In the midft of this buflle, and the confu- 
fion, one would fuppofe, infeparable from fuch a 
crifis, he recollefted his promife — told me Mr. De- 
VAYNES had that minute taken leave of him, and 
he had forgot to mention me, but faid that he would 
write to him on the fubjeft ; and, though he was at 
the inftant on the point of moving to the carriage that 
was to carry him off, fat down, and with that amiable 
fwcetuefs of manners and happily collefted mind fo 
peculiarly his own, wrote a letter for me to Mr. De- 
YAYNES — holding converfation, the while, in the mod 
lively, engaging i manner, with the perfons around 
him. The concifenefs and perfpicuity of language in 
which this letter was couched, wi]l ferve to eluci- 
date what I have faid — I therefore tranfcribe it 
for you: 

'*5/. James's Hotely Sept. 30, 1785. 
Dear Sir, 



cc 



I forgot to mention to you this forenoon, and 
again to repeat my earned wiflies, you would take 
*' the cafe of Mr. Campbell fpeedilyinto yourconfi- 
** deration. . His fufferings were of fuch a nature, 
*' and his fervices fo meritorious, that I ain pcr- 
fuaded, upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will 
give him your firmed fupport. I have looked into 
all his papers ; and the tedimonies of effential fcr- 
" vices rendered to the Company by him, do him, in 
' ** my opinion, the highcd honour. Unlefs fuch me- 
•* rits are. recompenfcd, few will rifk every thing, as 

B b 2 ^' Mr 
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" Mr. Campbell did, to promote the fticcefs of the 
" Company's arms in India : but I truft you will fee it 
'* in its proper light ; and in that hope I fliall only 
" add, that whatever afts of kindnefs you ftiew to him, 
*' will be confidcred as an obligation conferred on, 

" Dear Sir, 

" Your faithful and moft obedient humble fervant, 

" Archibald Campbe;.l." 
" To IVllliam DevayneSy Efq.'' 

Be affurcd, my dear boys, {Jot now I fpeak to John 
as well as Frederick), that one aft of triumph over 
the temper is worth a million of triumphs over our 
fellow-creatures, and that the perfeft dominion of our 
mind is more advantageous and laudable than the do- 
minion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches 
merely to our corporeal part, and is buried with our dnft 
in the grave : the other follows our immortal part, and 
paffes with it into eternity. 

On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel Fullarton hon- 
oured me with the care of a letter to Lord Macakt- 
J4EY, then Governor of Madras — an extraft of which 
I give you, as it applied to my bufmefs particularly : 

^^ Tayore, March 20, 1783. 

" My Lord, 

" I had the honour to write to your lordfliip on 
the 8th by Captain Hallam, who carried from 
hence very large packets to you. The opportunity 
of Captain Campbell tempts me to trouble your 
lordfliip, merely to inform you, that all my letters 
from Bidanore afcribe in a great degree the fuccefs 
of our arms in that quarter, and the romantic Re- 
*' volution eiFefted there, to the influence he had 
withHvAT Sahib, and to the propofals of furren- 

" dcr 
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^* der which- he fuggefted, and tranfafted with the 
*f General and Jemadar. I think it neceflary that you, 
*^ my lord, may know how much the Public is in- 
debted to Captain Campbell, whofe good fortune 
in this affair has only been equalled by his good 
conduft. He is perfeftly acquainted with the Hate 
*^ of affairs on the other coaft, and has feen and heard 
*^ much of our tranfaftions here ; fo that no perfon 
*' can give a more clear or unbiaffed view of events/' 
I had alfo the good luck to meet, at Tanjore, Mr, 
Buchanan, a very near conneftion of mine, for whom 
I had long entertained a fmcere and warm regard. It 
has been my misfortune to have been obliged frequent- 
ly to.cenfure fome of my relatives for ill-nature and in- 
gratitude : I never did fo without the moft painful fen- 
lations. When, on the contrary, I am enabled to 
fpeak to their honour, I feel a proportionate ftiare of 
pleafurc : I am therefore happy in mentioning Mr. 
Buchanan as a man as amiable in his private as ref- 
peftable in his public charafter ; but the fatisfaftion I 
felt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in 
a very bad Hate of health. 

Before I left Tanjore, I had an opportunity of being 
eye-witnefs to that extraordinary and horrid ceremony, 
the buring of a Gentoo woman with the body of her 
hufband. As this is a ppint which has occafioned 
much fpeculation and fome doubt among Europeans, I 
inclofe yoii an accurate account of the ceremony, iis 
minuted down at the time it happened, ' 

Defcription of the CeremoiTy of the Gentoo Women burning 
themjdves with the bodies of their liupandsi 

*' This day, , I went to fee a Gentoo woman 

fefign herfelf to be burned along with the corpfe of 
her deceafed hufband, 

B b 3 ^^ The 
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" The place fixed upon for this tragic fccne, was a 
fmall iflet on the bank of one of the branches of the 
river Cavery, about «^ mile to the Northward of the 
fort of Tanjore, 

'^ When I came to the fpot, I found the viftim, 
who appeared to be not above fixteen, fitting on the 
ground, drefled in the Gcntoo manner, with a white 
cloth wrapped round her, fome white flowers like 
jeflamins hanging round her neck, and fome of them 
hanging from her hair. There were about twenty, 
women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white 
handkerchief, extended horizontally over her head, to 
fliade her from the fun, which was exceiSvely hot, it 
being then about noon. 

*' At about twenty yards from where flic was fitting^ 
and facing her, there were feveral Bramins bufy in 
conftrufting a pile with billets of fire-wood : th<; pile 
was about eight feet long, and four broad. They firft 
began by driving fome upright flakes into the ground, 
and then built up the middle to about the height of 
three feet and a half with billets of wood. 

^^ The dead huft)and, who, from his appearance, 
feemed to be about fixty years of age, was lying clofe 
by, ftretched out on a bier, made of Bamboo canes. 
Four Bramins walked in proceflion three times round 
the dead body, firft in a direftion contrary to the 
fun, and afterwards other three times in a dire6Uon 
with the fan, all the while muttering incantations \ 
and at each round or circuit they made, they 
untwifted, and immediately again twilled up the fmall 
long lock of hair which is left unfliaven at the back of 
jtheir heads. 

^^ Some other Bramins were in the mean time em- 
ployed in fprinkling water out of a green leaf, rolled 
jip like a cup, upon a fmall heap of cakes of dry cow- 
(diing, with which the pile was afterwards to be fet oa 
fire. 

5« An 



BURNING OF GENTOO WIDOWS. ^gj 

** An old'Bramin fat at the Nortli-eaft corner of the 
pile upon his hams, with a pair of fpeftacleson, read- 
ing, I fuppofc, the Shafter, or their Scriptures, from a 
book coinpofed of Cajan leaves. 

^' Having been prefent now nearly an hour, I in- 
quired when they meant to fet the pile on fire : they 
anfwered, in about two hours. As this fpeftacle was 
moft melancholy, and naturally ftruck me with horror, 
and as I had only gone there to affurc myfelf of the 
trtiih cf juch Jacrifices being madcy I went away towards 
the fort. After I was gone about five hundred yards, 
they fent fome one to tell me they would' burn imme- 
diately ; on which I returned, and found the woman 
had been moved from where (he was fitting to the river, 
where the Bramins were bathing her* On taking her 
out of the water, they put fome money in her hand, 
which ftie dipped in the river, and divided among the 
Bramins : flie had then a yellow cloth rolled partially 
round her. They put fome red colour, about the 
fizc of a fixpence, on the centre of her forehead, and 
rubbed fomething that appeared to me to be clay. She 
was then led to the pile, round which flie walked three 
times as the fun goes : fhe then mounted it at the North- 
eaft corner, without any afliftance j and fat herfelf down 
on the right fide of her hufband, who had been pre- 
vioufly laid upon the pile. She then unfcrewed the 
j>ins which faftencd the jewels or filver rings on her 
arms : after flie had taken them off, flie fliut them, and 
fcrewed in the pins again, and gave one to -tach of 
two women who were fl:anding : flie unfcrewed the 
ear-rings, and other toys, with great compofure, and 
divided them among the women who were with her. 
There feemed to be fome little fquabble about the difc 
tribution of her jewels, which flie fettled with great 
prccifion ; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled 
a fold of the yellow cloth over her face^ turned her 
jt)reaft towards hei- hufl^ands fide, and laid her right 
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arm over his bread j and in this pofture fhe remained 
without moving, 

" Juft before file lay down, the Bramins put fomc 
rice in her lap, and alfo fome in the mouth and on the 
long grey beard of her hufband : they then fprinkied 
fome water on the head, bread and feet of both, and tied 
them gently together round the middle with a flender 
bit of rope : they then raifed, as it were, a little wall 
of wood lengthways on two fides of the pile, fo as to 
raife it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crofs 
pieces, fo as to prevent the billets of wood from preffing 
pn thepi : they then poured on the pile, above where the 
woman lay, a potfiil of fomething that appeared to me 
to be oil ; after this they heaped on more wood, to the 
Jieight of about four feet above where the bodies were 
built in ; fp that all I now faw was a ftack of fire-wood. 

" One of the Bramins, lobferved, flood at the end 
of the pile next the woman^s head— was calling to her 
through the interflices of the wood, and laughed 
fevcral times during the converfation. Laflly, they 
overfpread the pile with wet flraw, and tied it on with 
ropes. 

" A Bramin then took a handful of draw, which he 
fet on fire at the little heap of burning cakes of cow- 
dung ; and, danding to windward of the pile, he let 
the wind drive the flame from the draw till it catched 
the pile. Fortunately, at this indant, the wind rofe 
much higher than it had been any part of the day ; and 
in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile, and it 
burnt with great fury. I lidened a few feconds, bat 
pould not didinguifh any fhrieks, which might perhaps 
be owing to my being then to windward. In a very few 
painutes, the pile became a heap of afhes. 

^' During the whole time of this procefs, which laded 
from fird to lafl above two hours before we lod fight 
pf the >ypman by her being built up in the middle of 
die pile, \ kept my eyes almod condantly upon her ; 
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and I declare to God* that I could not perceive, either 
in her countenance or limbs^ the leaft trace of either 
horror, fear, or even hefitation : her countenance was 
perfeftly compofed and placid ; and Ihe was not, I am 
pofitive, cither intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral 
circumftances, I thought the Bramins exulted in this 
hellifh facrifice, and did not feem at all difpleafed that 
Europeans ftiould be witneffes of it.'* ■ 

From Tanjore I proceeded to Negapatnam, which 
had been taken from the Dutch by the Company's 
troops, and where Mr, Cochran, an old friend of 
xnine, was Chief. 

The communication by land between Negapatnam 
^d Madras being interrupted by the enemy's troops, I 
embarked in a veffel, and proceeded thither by fea — 
Major Johnston, of the Engineers, being alfo a pat 
fcnger. 
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JlIITHERTO every ftep of my journey has 
been marked by occurrences fo unexpeded, and ac- 
cidents fo extraordinary, that I fliould feel fome re- 
pugnance to relate them, left my veracity fliould be 
called in queftion, were they not attefted by fo many 
living perfons of refpeftability, and by written docu- 
ments of authority on record. Were one to con- 
fider them merely as the offspring of fiftion, they 
Yfpuld perhaps have intereft enough to catch the at- 
tention ; 
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, tcntion ; but, viewing them as fafts, they borrow, 
from their number and rapid fucceiEon, as well as 
from their fingularity, fo much of the complexion of 
.imaginary adventure, that the combination cannot, 
I think, fail' to. intereft your mind as well as your 
feelings. 

Arrived at Nagapatnam, within a fhort run of 
Madras, it is natural for you to fuppofe that adven- 
ture was at an end, and that fortune, fatigued bv the 
inceffant exertion of her caprice, might have left mc 
to proceed the Ihort refidue of my way without fur- 
ther moleftation. It fell out otherwife: flie had 
marked mc as her game, and refolved to worry mc 
to the laft moment ; for, as We approached Madras, 
we were chafed by a French frigate, and taken nour 
Fort St. George. 

This appeared to me the greateft misfortune I "had 
yet met with, and likely to be the mod fatal in its 
confequences. In order to explain this, I muft recur 
to certain circumftances, which though I was informed 
of them fince my releafe from Hydernagur, I did not 
relate to you, becaufe they were no way connefted 
with my narrative till now. 

Monfieur Suffrein, the French Admiral, having 
a number of Britifh prifoners in his pofleiEon, whom 
he found it extremely inconvenient to fupport, made 
a propofal for an exchange — which, from fome failure 
in the conveyajice, or ambiguity in the terms of the 
corrcfpondcnce, was neglefted. 

The motives or accidents which gave rife to this 
negleft have never been completely developed ; and 
perhaps tlie Admiral himfelf. Sir Edward Hughes, 
and Lord Macartney, were the only perfons who 
Wicv/ the bottom of that tranfaftlon. In fuch cafes, 
however, the ignorance of faft is generally fupplicd 
by conjefture ; and men have prefumed to cenfure 
unequivocally on the mere hypothetical fuggeftions of 

their 
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thdr own imaginations. Candour, however, in fuch 
i cafe, where it could not fpcak with certainty, would 
(peak with caution. An Hiflorian, particularly, ihould 
fteer clear of party rancour, and not fuflFer the pre- 
judice or malignity which miiled himfelf, to go down 
to and miflead pofterity. Where pofitive proof is 
wanting, if We are obliged to decide, we muft judge 
by analogy and inference ; and in the cafe now before 
us, we have little but the charafters of the perfons 
concerned to guide us in our decifion. 

Of the horrid cataftrophe which fucceeded the nc- 
glcft of exchanging prifoncrs, it is hardly poffible 
that any one but Monficur Suffrein himfelf could 
have had a conception. To fuppofe, that, under 
fuch an impreilion, our leading men would have 
helltated to prevent it, would be to fuppofe their in- 
tclleds weak, and their hearts corrupt and inhuman. 
I fancy it will be difficuk to faften on Lord Macart- 
ney cither the one or the other j for he was wife 
and humane : thofe whom the difappointment of un- 
rcafonable expe^tions, or the tnalevolence of party, 
have induced to fufpeft his Lordlhip's heart, have 
been forced by his conduft to revere his talents ; and 
the breath of calumny has never touched the humanity 
of Sir Edward Hughes. Whatever their motives, 
therefore, may have been — reafon, confcience, and 
candour, muft acquit them of the confequences. It 
fliould be recoUeftedy too, that Monfieur Suffrein's 
charafter was a very probable fecurity, in the mind 
of men of fenfe and honour, againft any aft of horrid 
inhumanity ; his conduft as an officer had made a new 
lera in the Naval Hiftory of France : his talents and 
courage might (w compared, without difadvantage, 
to thofe of the bfcft of our Britifti Admirals ; and he 
bad exhibited marks of uncommon generofity to thofe 
-whom the chance of war had thrown into his hands. 
It would therefore have l^een fomething more than 
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prcfcience to have prefuppofed what aftually hap- 
pened ; and I declare moft folemnly, that the inference 
I draw from the whole information I have had on the 
fubjcft is, that, calamitous though the event was, it 
attaches no pofitive guilt on any of the parties con- 
cerned. The fafl: is plainly this : The French Ad- 
miral having no place on the coaft where he could fe- 
cure his prifoners*, and grieving, as he himfelf fub- 
fequently wrote to Mr. Hastings, to fee the un- 
happy men, who had been fix or fevcn months at 
fea, dying of the fcurvy, delivered over the pri- 
foners, to the number of above three hundred, to 
Hyder. Their fate afterwards was fuch as it would 
harrow up your foul to hear related. 

Take the whole of the circumftances into one 
glance, and fee what my feelings muft hav? been on 
finding myfelf once more a prifoner. Hyder Alli, 
who was, when compared with the worft defpots of 
the European world, a monfter, muft yet be con- 
fidered, when put in comparifon with his fucceifor 
TiPPOo, mild and lierciful. Hyder, from policy 
and hypocrify, fliewed fome lenity to the prifoners 
who fell into his hands. Inftances are known where 
Britifli captives have broke through the crowd that 
furrounded him into his prefence for proteftion — 
when he has hypocritically feigned anger, threatened 
the perfons who had treated them ill, reprobated 
feverity, and fent them off fatisfied for the prefcnt. 
TiPPoo, on the contrary, was fo perfectly favage, 
that cruelty feemed to be, not only the internal habit 
of his foul, but the guide of all his actions, the mov- 
ing principle of his policy, the rule of his public con- 
duft, and the fource of his private gratification. Like 
the tyger which, Buffon tells us, kills the whole 
flock bofore he begins to feed, every appetite of his 
yielded to the more urgent calls of barbarity ; and 
while one drop of blood remained unfpilled, one agony 
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uninflifted, one tear unfiled, the natural appetites of 
TiPPoo flood fufpended, and the luxuries of life 
courted his enjoyment in vain. Like the hyena which 
Thompson calls the felleft of the fell, the fury of 
his nature was neither to be controuled by refiftancc, 
nor affuaged by blandifliments. Aloof from the ge- 
neral order of the workings of Providence, he ftands 
a fingle inftance, in which the Omnipotent has prefented 
a glowing . living pifture, all shade: not one ray 
breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpeft of the piece; 
but, diftinft from the whole human race, of him 
alone it may be faid, that he never yet difclofed, even 
for a moment, one fpark of virtue. 

From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the 
ordinary chance of war, what could I expeft if I fell 
again into his hands — I who had been the inftrument 
of one of his chief Governors' defcftion — ^who had, 
by my negociations, contributefl to deprive him of a 
Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater 
weight with him, robbed him- of the gratification 
of a long harboured revenge, b^ putting his enemy 
Hyat Sahib under. the proteftion of the Company? 
Diabolical vengeance never perhaps met with afubjeft 
of fuch fublime enjoyment, as the torturing of me 
would have been to this monfter. Couple this, then, 
my Frederick, with the fears of Suffrein's doing 
by me as he had already done by the other Englifli 
prifoners — and guefs what my terror and confterna- 
tion mud have been at falling into the hands of the 
French ! 

Having ftruck our colours to the FrenA frigate, 
the Captain ordered us to follow her, and ueered to 
the northward. We obefed him for fome time : at 
length night fell ; and, a Jfrefli and favourable breeze 
fortunately aiding the attempt^ we put about, ran for 
Madras, and luckily dropt anchor fafely in the roads. 
In the efcapes I had hitherto had, there was always 
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fome difagreeable circumflance to alloy the pleafidrc 
arifing from thein*'*-*la this inflance, my joy \)^ pure 
and unqualified ; and I Io6ked forward with a reafbn- 
able hope that the worft was all over. 

Here I found Lord Macartney gov€mOT,ftrug- 
gling to fupport the credit of the Company, and 
directing their affiurs through fuch embarraflmeuts and 
difficulties as made the mod wife and temperate 
defpair of fuccefs. So arduous an undertaking as the 
government of Madras then was, has rarely occurred -y 
and a more fuccefsful final accomplifhment is not to 
be inflanced. In the inceilant confliAs to which he 
was expofed, he maintained his pod with inflexible 
firmnefs and unabated energy of mind — and, in the 
moil trying circumflances, difcharged his important 
duty with zeal, integrity and wifdom. The (bift 
difcharge of the duty he owed to his country, raifcd 
clamours againft him amonsf an interefted few in 
India ; but the united applaufes of all parties, on his 
return to England, (lamped currency on his fame, and 
has broken the fhiafts of detra6lion. 
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/\.FTER fo many hazards and hardfliips as 
i had undergone, it was a mod pleafing refleftion 
to find myfelf in a fociety compofcd of my oldeft 
profejffional conncftions, and warmed and fincered 
friends : but this was a happinefs I could not long 

enjoy 
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enjoy ; for, being charged with a miffion from Hyat 
Sahib to the Governor-General and Supreme Council, 
I was conftrained to prodeed to Bengal, and ac- 
cordingly fct fail for Calcutta, which I reached in 
little more than a week, without encountering any 
accident, or meeting a fingle occurrence, worth the 
relation. Upon my arrival there. Sir John Mac- 
PHER80N, who was in the Supreme Council, gavemc 
a kind invitation to live at his houfe, and prefented 
me to Mr, Hastings, wirh whom I entered into a 
negociation on behalf of Hyat Sahib, which will 
appear by the following letters : 

LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ^ 

" Calcutta^ May 3, 1783. 

" Honourable Sir, ♦ 

*' Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fince the 
^* firfl: day after my arrival here, to have the ho- 
" nour of paying you my refpefis, and of laying 
" before you, for the information of the board, the 
*' objefts of my miffion to your fuperintending govern- 
" ment. . 

" As thefe objefts arc of public importance, and 

as ill health may prevent me, for fome time longer, 
" from having the honour of waiting upon you, I • 

take the liberty to beg your attention to this addrefs. 

" The great revolution in favour of the India 

Company upon the weft fide of India, and to 
" which I had the happincfs of being in fome little 

degree inftrumental, has been certainly brought 
" about by the zeal and fpirit of General Mat- 
*' THEWS ; but that officer afcribes to the orders 
*' and fupplies of your govcftimcnt the principal merit 
*' of the undertaking : he looks to the fame govern- 

" ment 
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** ment for fupport in the arrangement which hcTiarf 
*^ made^ and may make, for the fecurity of the con- 
^^ quered province. 

'* The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety 
" for my fpeedy communication of his fuccefles, gave no 
'' time for a formal communication to the Governor- 
** General and' council, of the particulars of his fuc- 
*' ceffes, and of the arrtogements which he wifhed to 
*' be adopted. He wrote a ihort account of the firft 
" to the Prefidency of Fort St, George ; and gave 
" me a public letter to the Commander in Chief of 
" the Military Eftablilhment of that Prefidency to 
** which I particularly belong, in atteftation of the 
*' fervices I rendered in the negociation between him 
** and the Governor of Bidanore, for the furrender 
*' of that capital and province, A copy of that letter 
** I have the pleafure to lay before you. 

" As I was charged with a particular commiiEon 
" from Hyat Sahib, the manager of the Bidanore 
'^ province, to the Governor-General and council, as 
^^ appears by his letter, which I had the honour of 
'^ prefenting to you, General Matthews gave me, 
" in verbal inftruftions, and memorandums written in 
*^ his own hand, the particulars of what he wiflied mc 
** to reprefent to your Government : he gave me, 
" befides, Ihort notes of introduftion to two of the 
^' members of Government, whom he knew perfo- 
*^ nally — referring them to me for an account of his 
" fituation, and allowing me, I believe, more credit 
" than 1 deferve, for the fliare I had in contributing 
" to his final acquifition of Bidanore without drawing 
" a fword. 

" It would be tedious, and more fit for the detail 
" of converfation than of a public addrefs, to inform 
" you of the various fteps that led to the furrender 
<* of the capital and province of Bidanore. I had 
" had feveral conferences with Hyat Sahib before 

" Hyder's 






** KEvder's death, and endeavour to iugge4:io hini 
" the advantage which \vouId arife to himTroni a 

revolt in favour of the Company. My efforts in 
** thefe converfations ended ultimately in the moft rj-f 
** gorous diftrefs to myfelf : I was put in irons, ancf 
*^ remained fo for four months, in a fittiation only 0/ 
*' exiftence without any hopes of ever efcaping^ 
^^ When General Mathewjl, bad ftormed the 
*^ Ghauts, Hyat Sahib fent fof me^ and, after va-' 
*' rious ftruggles, and much indecifion, agreed to my 
*' proceeding to the Englifh camp ; and I conduftea 
*' General Mathews, almoft unattended, into Bi^ 
•* danore. Hyat Sahib at length agreed to fubmit i 
*' but as, in his various converfations with nic be^ 
*^ fore and after that event, he made a vcjj par* 
*^ ticular diftinftion between the government .of Bom-^ 
*^ bay and the chief government of the Englifh it! 
*' Indi^an, fo he propofed that I ihould immediately 
•^ depart, after he had given up the place and all thrf 
*^ forts of the Province, with a letter to you, to ob-^ 
*^ tain your fanftion to me to his arrangements witb 
" the Englifli General. 

*^ Thefe arrangements were not eteri clAu-ly dei^^ 
'^ ned before my departure ; and fo anxious was hef 
^' for my fpeedy arrival at Calcutta, that he only 
" gave me the general propofitions that are contained 
^^ m his letter* 

" Permit me here to obferve, that it is by tfie tfeat-' 
•* ment which Hyat Sahib meets with, that thtf 
** other chiefs of Hyder's country will eftimate th< 
•* advantage of abandoning • the interefts of Tippod 
** Sahib, or will confirm their dependence upon hini/ 
" Tippoo was prevented by his father from all mtcr*^ 
*' courfe *rith the Governors of his provinces, or any 
** interference in country affairs^ j fo that thofe left irf 
*' charge at his father's death are ftrangers to liiiii, 
^* and are men to whom he has little attachment. H*- 
** i*, befidcs, confidered to be of a cruel difpolkicsft 
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•^ His father was cruel upon a political principlfe : he 
*' is thought to be fo from nature. 

** The unfortunate differences about money which 
*' arofe in General Ma'j:hews*s camp, and of which 
** you will probably hear from the Prefidency of 
•^ Bombay, took up much of the General's time,' and 
** may have retarded his operations: however, his 
** futcefs in the itduftion of Mangalore gives a 
^* fecurity to his conquefts. The revenues of the 
*^ Bidanorc Province are about twenty lacks of pago- 
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tention. It is placed in a valley of confiderable 
extent in circumference : according to the beft ob- 
** fervation I could make, there is an afccnt to it, 
from all fides, of near feven miles : it can only be 
approached by four roads, which are cut among 
the hills, and which were judicioufly fortified with 
great pains by Hyder : woods, to the depth of 
many miles, are a frontier round its ikitts ; and 
where thefe admitted a paffage, Hyder took the 
precaution to plant bamboos and thorns — fo that 1 
" have little fear but that General Mathews will 
" be able to defend thefe pafles ; and as for pro- 
vifions, and military "ftores of all kinds, that were 
found in Bidanore, of the latter particularly, what, 
according to General Mathews's own declara- 
tion, would equip nine fuch armies as his. 

Cundapore is the next fea-port to Bidanore, and 
is diftant about fifty miles : Mangalore is diftant 
about a hundred miles. The road leading from 
Mangalore joins with that from Cundapore, where 
" the afcent of the hills commence: another road 
*' from Bidanore leads to Seringapatam, and a fourth 
into the Marhacta country. 

It was from the lower country, along the fea- 
coaft, between Onore and Mangalore, which is 
^* .watered by maivy mcTs^^ "axxd is the beft cultivated 
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*• <Sbuatry I ever faw, that Hyder got the gi-eatcft 
•* part of his provifions fot his ariHy in the Camatic j 
•* and, indeperideift of the advantages turhich the 
•* Conip;iny have gained by the acquifition of thefcf 
'* countries, the confeqiient loffes df the Myforeans 
** are immenfe, and fuch as will diiable them fronl 
*• affifting the French in the Carnatic. 

" It becomes not an office^ of my rank W ihakti 
*' jlny obfervations that relate to the conduft of the 
" different governments of liiy employers j but I ani 
*' obliged to obferve, in juftice to Hyat Sahib'^ 
*^ declaration to me, that he will not rely upoii any 
*^ arrangement made in his favdtir by the Governor 
*' and council of Bombay^ unlefs he has a fpeedy 
*' nnfwer to his letter from this government- He hasf 
requefted me to return with that anfwer, and with 
** the fanftion of the Govemor-General to the cotvl 
** given to him by General Mathews* Though t 
*' «tm worn down by my fuffcrings in prifon, and my' 
** health can fcarcely enable me to be carried by laiid^ 
*' I am ready fo undertake this fcrvice j f6r I knoW 
*' it is the greateft I may ever have it in my power to^ 
^* render to the company and to my country^ 

" My return to the other coaft with a: favOtiratlc' 
'^ anfwer to Myat S ahi% will be the fignal to other 
*' Chiefi to throw off the yoke of Tippooj and if 
'* Colonel Long has made any progrefs in the Coim- 
'' batore country, or that General Mathews hasf 
*^ not been too feverely preffed by Tippoo, I may 
" arrive upon the other coaft in time to be of real nfef 
*^ to the company rf 

" I know. Honourable Sir, the liberal atid gfeat- 
** fyftem of your adminiftration : I will not, there- 
fore, .point out any Jittle circumflances about the* 
footing upon which I fliould retnm to Hyat 
^^ Sahib, or remain upon the other coaft, . 1 wife 
only to be rewarded by my employers as I am ftic> 

€ c a ^efef^l j 
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cefsful ; and I fliall leave it to your goodncfs, and 
to your diftinguiflied zeal for the publi'* propriety, 
to give me any inftruftions for my conduft, or td 
charge me with any advices to General Mathews, 
as you may think proper, 

^* I hope you will pardon this long and irregular 
addrefs, and honour me by communicating any 
part of jt that you may think worthy of communi- 
cation to the gentlemen of the council. 

" I have the honour to be, &c, &c. 

" Donald Campbell/* 

" P. S. When you are at leifurc, and I am able 
" to have the honour of attending you, I would wifti 
^* to communicate to you a more particular detail oi 
" my conveifation with Hyat Sahib — ^what Gene- 
*' ral Mathews^s hopes of fupport from this govcm- 
*^ ment were, and the future plans he then medi- 
*^ tated — ^and my ideas of the meafures that Ihould 
" be purfued by the Prefidency of Fort St. George, 
" to fupport General Mathews, and improve the 
** advantages he has gained. 

*' To Warren HaJlingSy EJg. 
** Governor-General of Bengal.'' 

LETTER FROM HYAT SAHIB, ALLUDED TO IN 

THE FOREGOING. 

(Ufual IntrcduElion.) 

" I have dlrefted the affairs of the Soobeh of Hy- 
" demagur for fome years part, on the part of the Nav- 
*^ VAUB Hyder. When lately attacked by the 
'^ viftorious forces of the Englifli under the command 
*' of General Mathews, I oppofcd him, and faljRl- 
\ ** led 
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^ led my duty in every refpeft ; but feeing the fupe- 
** rior fortune and force of the Englifh, and receiv- 
**^ing propofals for peace from General Mathews, 
** by thefe circumftances, but more efpecially by the 
** perfuafions of Captain Campbell, the fon of Co- 
'^ lonel Campbell, who was formerly at Chinaput- 
*' tan, I was induced to come to terms, and delivered 
*' up to General Mathews the treafury, property, 
*^ ftores and keys of the forts of this country. If I 
^*.had been difpofed, I had it in my power to have 
^^ appropriated this collefted wealth to other pur- 
** pofes ; but, from a regard to the high ^fortune of 
" the King of England, and the uprightnefs and 
*^ integrity of the Englifh people, I have included 
^ myfelf in the number of your fervants, and have 
«« determined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity 
'^ of heart, to ferve you- well and faithfully. By the 
«' bleifing of God, under your aufpices, my endea- 
*^ vours towards the well and full performance of my 
^« duty Ihall be ten-fold greater than heretofore ; and 
«* as General Mathews intends to proceed to Scring- 
'' puttam, your loyal fervant will affift, to the utmoft 
" of his ability and power. You wHl be fully in- 
" formed on this fubjeft by Captain Campbell, 
** Honour^ and favour, ^nd reward, muft flow from 
*^ you. 

•^ From the time of your firft eftabliihment in this 
*' country to the prefent period, the engagements of 
" the Englifli have been facredly performed and ad- 
** hered to ; nor have they been wanting in their pro- 
** teftion of the honour and dignity of the Surdars of 
^' Bengal, and other places. 1 hope, from your fa- 
•*' vour and benevolence, that you will iflue your 
*' commands to General Mathews, to favour me 
** with all due kindnefs and attention. I have taken 
** Ibelter under the fbadpw of your benevolence. 

c c 3 " Captain 
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^^ Captain Campbell has fhcwn me great kfodnefs 
^' in this refpeft, and, by encouraging me to hope 
^^ for your favour, has led me to become your fcrr 
*^ vant. You will be fully informed of the ft ate of 
^^ affairs in this quarter by Captain Campbell's 
*^ letters. 

'^' Written on the 25th of Suffur, A. H. 1 197/* 

" A true copy, 

^' J. P. AuRiOL, Sec.*' 



J^ETT^R TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ^ 

" CalcuttUy May 25, I783* 

** Honourable Sir, 

*^ Some time ago, I did myfelf the honour of writ-r 
^^ ing to you, on the fubjeft of my miffion from 
f ♦ Hyat Sah[i;^ to this government. 

" It is with pleafure I now underftand that you 
^^ have come to the refolution of fending an anfwer 
*^ to his letter, I cannot help delivering it as my 
^* opinion, that a decided and avowed proteftion 
^^ granted to him from this government, will be pro- 
f ^ duftive of great public utility : but fhould you, 
^^ ^d the other gentlemen of the council, think pro- 
^* per to decline this, from motives beft known to 
^^ yourfelyes, and of which I ihall not pretend to 
** judge, I beg leave huntbly to reprefent, that the • 
<* fooner Hyat Sahib's letter is acknowledged, the 
^' more fatisfaftory it will be to him, and the more 
^' efficacious in its probable good confequences. 

^* I am ready and anxious to proceed immediately 
♦^ tQ the other coaft with the anfwer to Hyat Sahib, 
H gijd fli^ll take the liberty of hoping that you will 

ffgivc' 
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'* give me inftruSions to remain fome time with him, 
that he may have an opportunity of tranfmitting, 
through me, any communication that he may wilh 
to eftablifh with this government. I have the plea- 

** fure to inform you, that that Prefidency to which 
I particularly belong, have granted me their con- 
■ fent to be employed in the final arrangement of the 
Bidanore treaty, fliould your board think proper 
to choofe me as a fit perfon j and they have further 
unanimoufljr done me * the honour to approve of 
my conduft in the commencement of this bufinefs. 
" With refpeft to the appointments you may judge 
right to allow me, I truft entirely to your own ideas 
of propriety. I wiih for nothing more than what 
is fufEcient to defray the expences of fuch a jour- 
ney, and to enable me to maintain that charafter 
in a fituation of this ki^d which is requifitc to pro- 
mote the public good. 

" I have the honour to be, with the grcatefl: refpeft, 

" Honourable Sir,^ 
*^ Your moft faithful and mofl: obedient fervant, 

" Donald Campbell%*' 

After fome delay, I received inftruftions, together 
with a letter from Mr. Hastings for Hyat, with 
which 1 fet oflf in order to deliver it into his own Bands, 
as follows : 



letter to captain donald campbell. 

'' Sir, 

" I have it in command from the Honourable the 
" Governor-General and council, to tranfmit you the 
'* inclofed anfwer from the Governor-General to the 

'' letter 
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^* letter which you brought from Hyat Sahib, the 
" Foufdar of Bidanore, to this government, upon the 
*^ occafion of his furrendering that country to th^ 
" company. As you proppfe to return to Bidanore, 
*' the Board requeft that you will deliver this anfwer 
" in perfon to Hyat Sahib, with affurances from 
*^ them of every proteftlon and fupport which ihe 
^' eminent fervices rendered by him to the company 
give him fo good a right to expeft, and whicn 
they have it in their power to grant ; and you 
will acquaint him, that they have further agree4 
^* to recommend him in fuch terms to the Honourable. 
*' th(p Court of Dit-eftors, as may encourage him to 
hope for every attention from their juftice. 
Confide|-ing the great importance of the acquifi- 
** tion of Bidanore to the company, its proportionable 
^* difadvantage to the enemy, and the magnitude of 
** the objeft to be obtained by holding out every 
^^ pofllble incitement and encouragement to the Mana- 
^* gcrs of the Myfore country, to throw off a new 
'* and unfettled dependence on the enemy *s govern- 
^ ment, in order to obtain a more fecure and bene- 
*i ficial tenure from the company's poffeifion, the 
'^ Board are the more readily inclined to afford this 
" early return to the advances of Hyat Sahib, in 
^ the hope rhat it will infpire him with frefli confi- 
I* dence in the Engliih government, and rivet his at-r 
?^ tachment to it. 

^^ It will be at your option, either to return inj- 
^^ njedi^tely with Hy^t Sahib's anfwer to the Go^ 
^^ vempr- General's letter, if you fhall deem it of fuf- 
^^ ficient confequence to require it, or to remain with 
^^ him, if you conceive that your refidence there for 
f^ any time will be more conducive to the public ij;- 
*^ tprefts ; but, in either cafe, you are defired to re- 
^^ P9ft the p*^rticulars of your reception and proceed. 

^^ ing§ 
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^ ings to thi^ government, with any other informa- 
*^ tion which you may think it ufeful for them to 
** know. 

*^ I am. Sir, 

*' Your mofl obedient, humble fervant, 

V- «^ J. P. AuRioL, Sec.*' 

*' Fort Wtlliam^ May 29, 1783." 



It would be unpardonable in me to let this occaiion 
pafs, without expreffing the high fenfe I entertain of 
Mr. Hastings's politenefs, and Sir John Mac- 
pherson's kindnefs and hofpitality, during my ftay 
at Calcutta. As to Mr. Hastings, in his public 
capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious 
to fay much, as he now ftands for the judgment of 
the higheft tribunal in this country. My own obfer- 
yation leads me to confider him as a man of found, 
acute and brilliant talents, and of a vaft and compre- 
henfive mind — of manners fociable, amiable, meek 
and unaffefted — and of a difpofition truly benevolent. 
His fuperior knowledge of the political interefts of 
Indoftan, and particularly of the affairs of the Eaft 
India company, has never been queftioned; and, if 
the fuffrage of the people of India may be allowed to 
decide, his conduft as Governor-General, though, 
like every thing human, intermixed with error j was, 
on the whole, great and laudable — for I declare I 
fcarcely ever heard a man in India, Native or Euro- 
pean, cenfure him, although he Was ofteh the fubjeft 
of converfation with all perfons and in all companies 
in the Eaft. 

The focial virtues of Sir John Macpherson are 
fo well known, that it would be fuperfluous to notice 
them. The fame friendlhip and hofpitality I experi- 
enced in his houfe, has been Ihared by many, who 
^e not backward in doing him ample juftice on that 

head. 
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head. But his cooduct during his fliort adaimiftratlon 
am be^known oiilj by thok who make the poliacal 
concerns of India a fubjc& ef ilndloas auendoo. To 
enter into a detail of his various vile regulations for 
the reiloration of the company's affidrs, wonid be 
dcftru&ive of the end I propoie, which is, by a con- 
cife and fimpie funmianr of the whole, to render a fair 
picture of his adminifb-ation fo dear as to be cnderftood 
by any peribn, however ignorant he may be of the 
politics of that country, and £0 brief as not to difcou- 
rage the reading of it. 

Sir John Macpherson tock the rdns of govern- 
ment into his hands 00 the firft of FetHnary, 1785. 
He found the companjr's revenues diminifhol, and 
their expenditure incresdcd, by the continual claims 
of Proprietors, Diredors, and Miniders, to a (hare 
in the patronage of Mr. Hastings — and a public 
dd>t accumulating to an enormous amount. He there- 
fore faw the neceflity of putting in praAice every ex- 
pedient poilible, and trying every experiment that the 
ftate of the country fuggefted, as likely to promote 
an increafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public 
expenditure, and a h'quidation of the debt. He, 
therefore, on the fourteenth day of his adminiilration, 
commenced a reform, which he continued with in- 
defatigable zeal and induftr)' to introduce through the 
various departments of government — ?.nd, beginning 
with himfclf, difchar^jed his body-guards. While he 
was thus employed in India, the Company and Par- 
liament in England were unremittingly engaged in 
confidering and molding into fliape a fyftem of reform 
alfo ; and, extraordinary as it may appear, the fd& 
is, that the fagacity of Mr. Macpherson had adopted 
by anticipation, and aclually reduced to praftice, the 
identical fpeculative reforms which the Parliament and 
Company were proceeding upon in England ; and the 
ral plan of reform which paffed the court of direc- 
tors 
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tors on the eleventh of April, 1785, had been actually 
carried into execution by Sir John MacphirsoKt 
in Bengal, in the months of February, March and 
April, 1785. He made arrangements for the diffii- 
fion of knowledge — eftabliihed. the fettlcment of 
Pulo Penang, or Prince of Walk's Ifland — ^fettled the 
bank of Calcutta on a firm bafis — r^ulatcd the 
markets — ^and, by. a plan of his own conception, fecu- 
red the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent 
compofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their lia- 
lances, and making the bonds cancelable only by the 
Court of Direftors. In fine, Ke introduced and car- 
ried into effcft a fyftem of reform which had a moft - 
fudden and falutary cfFeft on the Britifti affairs in In- 
dia ; and in an adminiftration of only eighteen months, 
he had the felicity to perceive the fruits of his wifdom 
^nd induftry maturing — to receive that beft of earth- 
ly rewards, the efteem and applaufc of his fellow- 
citizens — and to be honoured by the bcfl of Sovereigns 
with the dignity of a Baronet. 

While I was at Sir John Macpherson's houfc, 
I happened, in convcrfation one day with Mr. Ma- 
CAULEY, Sir John's Secretary, to be talking over 
fome part of my adventures; and found to ray 
aftoniftiment, that he had, in his route to India, acci- 
dentally "hired the very fervant whom I had loft at 
Triefte by fending him for letters to Venice; and 
Mr. TMACAULvaflured me, that he found him poffcff- 
ed of all the good qualities I had expofted to meet 
in him : but the poor fellow had died before my 
arrival at Calcutta, to my great mortification and 
difappointment. 

As the feafon in which I was to leave Calcutta was ^ 
very unfavourable for a voyage by fca, and th0i 
thereabouts is one of the moft inhofpitable ^^ 
world, I fct off by land for Madras, and in my way 
had an opportunity of furveying that curious and 

grotefquc 
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grotefque monument of fuperftitidtis folly, called the 
Jagranaut Pagoda. It is an iramenfe, barUarous 
llrufture, of a kind of pyramidal form, embcjlifhed 
with devices cut in ftone-work,' not more lingular 
than difgufting. Chriflian idolators, in forming types 
and figures gf divine beings, always endeavour to 
reprefent them with perfonal beauty, as proportionate 
to their divine nature as human ikill can make it. 
Thofe Pagans, on the contrary, in forming their idols, 
cafi: out every veftige of beauty — every thiiig that, 
by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to convey 
pleafing fenfations; and, in their place, fubftitute the 
moft extravagant, unnatural deformity, the moft loath- 
fome naftinefs, the moft difgufting obfcenity. It is 
noi: in language to convey an adequate idea of their 
temples and idols ; and if it was, no purpofe could 
be anfwcred by it, only the excitement of painful and 
abominable fenfations. To keep pace with the figures 
of their idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed ar- 
tificial means, fby herbs, I believe), has brought 
to a moft unnatural form, and enormous dimenfions, 
that which decency forbids me to mention ; and the 
pure and fpotlefs women, who from infancy have been 
ihut up from the fight of men, even of their bro- 
thers, are brought to kifs this difgufting and mif- 
fliapen monfter, under the prepofterous belief that 
it promotes fecundity. 

In this Pagoda ftands the figure of Jagranaut, 
(their god under Brama) ; and a fightly figure it is 
truly ! — nothing more than a black ftone, in an irregu- 
lar pyramidal form, having two rich diamonds in the top 
by way of eyes, and a nofe and mouth painted red. 
For this god, five hundred priefts are daily employed 

• ia^ boiling food, which, as he feldom eats it, they 
dbubtlefs convert to their own ufe in the evening. 
' I ftopped at VIzagapatnam for a few days with Mr. 

)RussEL, who was chief of that place. His ftyle of 

living 
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living was fo cxaftiy fimilar to that of an elegant fa- 
mily reiiding at their country-houfe in England, that 
I felt myfelf more happy and comfortable than I had 
been fmce my arriv^ in India ; and that happinefs 
was much incrcafed by meeting Mr. Maxton, who 
wa? married to Mr. Russel's daughter. This gen- 
tleman and I had, when mere boys, been fhipmates 
on our firft going out to , India : a warm friendfliip 
took place between us, which has met with no inter- 
ruption, but rather increafed from lapfe of time, and^ 
greater habits of intimacy. To fee a man whom I 
fo entirely efteemed, in pofleiEon of the moft per- 
feft domeftic felicity, and furrounded by a number 
of amiable connexions and friends, was to me a fub- 
jeft of the moft pleafing contemplation. 
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Leaving Vizagapatam, I took my route 
along the coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where 
I heard rumours of the unfortunate fate of Gene- 
ral Mathews. This threw fuch a damp upon my 
fpirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs of Mr. 
Daniel, the chief, could fcarcely raife me from de- 
fpondencc ; and on my arrival at Madras, I found the 
whole amply confirmed. 

As Hyat Sahib's afiair yet remained unfetticd,' 
and I confidered myfelf in a degree pledged to ob- 
tain him fome fatisfaftion for his fervices in fur- 
tendering the province of Bidanore, and to fulfil' my 

engagements 
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engagements with him and the Snpt-effte Couficil, I 
determined to proceed to Bombay, notwithftanding 
the difafter of General Mathews, which had en- 
tirely cruflied all my private profpefts in that quarter, 
and to co-operate witn Hyat Sahib in fuch fneafnrcs 
as might yet remain to ns for promoting the public good. 
I left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my jotimey 
without any material interruption until I reached PaIam-> 
cotah, where the chagrin arifing from my various; 
difappointments, co-operating with fatigue and climate, 
threw me into a fit of fickncfs, which confined me 
to my bed for five or fix weeks, Updn recovering 
a little, I crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the houfe 
of Mr. Hutchinson, the Refident, (who treated me 
with cordial kindnefsj, T waited for an opportunity 
of getting to Bombay, and during that time laid in 
a ftock of ftrength and fpirits :, at length a Eurdpe 
fliip touching at Aiijengo on her way to Bombay, I 
obtained a paffage and proceeded. 

At Bombay I found Hyat Sahib> it having beeii 
deemed expedient to fend him away from Bidanore on 
the approach of Tii>poo with his army, where I re* 
ceived from him a confirmation of what I have ftated 
refpefting General Mathews receiving only two 
lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as peace 
was negociating between us and Tippoo, and my re- 
maining on tl]e Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, 
1 determined to return to the Carnatic, And here I 
have an incident to add to the many difagreeabic oc- 
currences of my life, in which, with intentions the 
moft innocent, I was made the fubjefl: of obloquy and 
unmerited feandal. 

Jufl: at the time I was leaving Bombay, a youtig lady,- 
the daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank In India, 
and now a member of Parliament, bnt whofe name 
it would be ufelefs to mention, wiflied to return to 
tlie ■ Camatic ; and I, at the requeft.of herfelf, and 

another 
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another lady with whom (he lived, unguardedly took 
charge of her during the journey. Before our de- 
parture, I reflefted upon the difficulties and impro- 
priety of this ftep, and communicated my ideas to 
the ladies, who, inftead of liftening to the objeftions 
I ftartcd, preffcd me to fulfil my promife : I confented, 
purely from pinciples of politenefs and good-nature. 
During the courfe of our journey, flie unfolded to 
me, of her own accord, certain afts of cruelty and 
injuftice fhe had fuiFered from her father, at the iti- 
ftigation of her mother -in- law ^ with a ftory of her 
innocence having fallen, and her reputation having 
been deftroyed, by a connexion of the lady under 
whofe charge Ihe was, and who for that reafon had 
preffed her departure with me; and added, (he was 
fo difgufted with India, that fhe determined to quit 
it ; and entreated ane to aflift her in the accomplifh- 
ment of her wiflies. I difapproved, in the moft un- 
qualified terms, of her projeft — gave her the beft 
and moft difinterefted advice — and, through the whole 
difagrceable bufinefs which was impofed upon me, 
aftcd merely with a view to her honour and hap- 
pinefs ; arid feveral of the moft refpeftable people in 
Palamcotah, where fhe paffed fome time, ^nd at Ma- 
dras, where fhe afterwards refided, could atteft the 
delicacy of my conduft towards her, as well as the 
concern and intereft I took in every thing that was 
likely to be of advantage to her. 

This is a fair ftatement of the matter ; and yet, 
on account of it, I was moft infamoufly fcandali- 
zed ; and the fcandel reached even the cars of my 
father, whom, however, I foon fatisfied on that 
head. But that which ftung me to the quick was 
the conduft of fome of my own relations, (who, if 
they even could not juftify or approve, ought at 
leaft to have been filent), in becoming the moft vi- 
rulent of my 4etraftors — though, when the charafter 
of thofe very relations had on former occafions been, t^- 
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£eded upon, I flood up and defended them at Uie 
imqiinent hazard of my life. Such conduA appeared 
to me mod atrocious ; for, whether from affeftion, 
felfiihnefs, or pride, I always ftrenuoufly fupported my 
relations, if I heard them traduced in their abfence — 
and, when I was not able to juftify their proceedings, 
at leaft , fuppreffed the converfation. To a man who 
had uniformly afted fo, were there even no recipro- 
cation of family affeftion, mutual juftice demanded 
different treatment from that I experienced, which 
could have fprung only from depravity of heart, 
poverty of intelleft, and the moft abjeft meanncfs of 
fpirit. And what is remarkable on tnis, as well ai da 
other occafions, thofe who had been under the great- 
eft obligation to my ftther and myfelf, were the moft 
inveterate. 

On the death of my father, looking over his papers 
in the prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyll, 
and three other gentlemen, we met with a letter on 
the fubjeft from the young lady's father to mine, 
reflefting in a grofs manner on my charafter. I di- 
reftly wrote to that gentleman, explaining the whole 
affair, and demanding juftice to be done to my repu-'- 
tation. Upon an ecdaireciffement of the matter, he 
wrote to me a complete apology, acknowledging that 
he had afted on that occafion through mifreprefen- 
tation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded 
reports ; and faying, that as the letter in queftion had, 
by the p^rufal of the Deputy Sheriff and other gen- 
tlemen, in fome meafure become a matter of public 
notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him to make that 
apology, and to exprefs his fmcere regret for any de- 
triment I might have fuftained, by his yielding uit 
guardedly to a fudden impulfe of paffion, caufcd, 
as he was then perfeftly convinced, by mifinfor- 
mation. 

Thus was my charafter at once cleared of a ca* 
Jumny which tlie mdwftrious yillany of a few had con- 
trived 
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trired to propagate through every fpot of the earth 
where I was known. 

This ftory may ferve as an inftruftivc leflbn to 
you, my Frederick, to avoid, in the very firft in- 
ftancc, any conneftion with women that in the proba- 
ble courfe of things can lead to private afts of con- 
fidence : they arc at bcft indifcreet — tend, as in this 
cafe, to make a man a dupe — ^and never fail to lead- 
to fcandal and reproach. You will alfo, from the 
letter of the lady's father, found eight or ten years 
after it was written among my father's papers, fee 
the impropriety and hazard of committing your 
thoughts incautioufly to paper. 1 have known it fre- 
quently, as in this ioftance, end in mortification and 
regret. 

Before quitting entirely the Malabar coaft, I took 
a trip to Surat, which amply repaid me for my trou- 
ble. It furpaffes any pait of India for extent and 
variety of commerce, for populous ftreets and fu- 
burbs, and for a continually moving fcene of opu- 
lence. For a more minute account of it, I refer you 
to the Abbe Raynal, who, though not generally 
accurate, is fo elegant, that you will be able, from his 
defcription, to form a lively conception of the place, 
and its fmgulaf cuftoms. 

Here I was received in a very friendly manner by 
Mr. Seton. And indeed I may ndw once for all de- 
clare, that at every place where I flopped, and every 
pod I paflfed, from my leaving England till my re- 
turn j I experienced the moft kind and liberal reception, 
and the mc^ afliduous attention : my wants of every 
kind, whether of veffels, boats, guards of Sepoys, 
letters of introduftion, &c. being fupplied by anti- 
cipation, I had fcarcely occafion to make a requeft, or 
. cxprefs' a wifli ; nor was the attention Ihewn to the 
': public fervice lefs than that which was manifefted for 
my private convenience. To kindnefs fb truly con- 

D d folatory 
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folatory as k then was to me, I never look back with- 
out fentiments of unbounded gratitude and unfeigned 
acknowledgment. 

My journeys by land in India after my fliipwreck, 
independent of long voyages by fea, amounted to more 
than three thoufand miles. After getting back to 
Madras, nly health being materially injured, I refolved 
to return to England : but, having feen almoft all the 
Company's poiTeflions, I felt a curiofity to fee China, 
and determined to make that my way. To render 
this route more agreeable to me. Lord Macart- 
ney, in addition to his other favours, gave me the 
following handfome letter of introduction to Mr. 
PiGou, the Company's chief fupercargo at Canton: 

" Fcrt St. George^ July 23, 1784. 

" Sir, 

" This letter will be delivered to you by Captain 
*' Donald Campbell, of this Eftablilhment — a 
" gentleman who has fignalized himfelf on many oc- 
" cafions, but more particularly by his ability and 
" addrefs in accomplifhing the furrender of the fort 
" of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a 
'' prifoner. His ill ftate of health contrafted there, 
" renders a voyage to China, perhaps to Europe, ab- 
'^ fohuely neceflary. Should he remain any time at 
** your Settlement, I fliall be much obliged to you 
" for any attention and civility fhewn to him ; and I 
'* fnall he happy, on any occalion you may afford me^ 
" of returning your polite attention to an officer of fo 
" much merit as Captain Campbell, and of proving 
'^ how much 1 am, 

" Sir, 
" Your mod obedient and mofl humble fervant. 

Macartney^ 

*^ To Will am Ilairy Pi^cUy FJq^y 

I had 
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I had alfo a letter to Mr. Freeman, another Su- 
percargo there ; by whom, as well as by Mr. Pigou, 
I was treated with great politenefs : and Mr. Free- 
man being obliged to leave Canton, and go to 
Macao, for the recovery of his health, invited me to 
accompany him there. I availed myfeif of the opportu- 
nity ; and, as \rc went all along through the rivers, had 
an opportunity of feeing more of the country than 
many of the Europeans whovifit that country. With 
the obfervations which I made in the courfe of this 
cxcurfion and my refidence at Canton, I would fur- 
nifli you, but that Lord Macartney's embafly is 
juft returned from that country ; and there is every 
reafon to hope that he, or fome of the gentlemen who 
attended him, and who poflefs fuperior abilities and 
more ample materials, will favour the pifblic .with a 
much more perfeft account than mine could poffibly 
be. 

While I remained at Canton, a very difagreeable 
rupture took place between the Faftory and the 
Chiuefe.' An Eiiglifh ftiip lying at Wampoa, in fa-% 
luting, Ihattered a Chinefe boat ; by which accident, 
two men in it were much hiirt with the fplinters, and 
one of them died of his wounds foon after. The 
matter was clearly explained to the Mandarins ; and 
they feemed to be fatisfied that it was merely an acci- 
dent. A few days after, the Supercargo of the ftiip 
was forcibly feized, and cz^rried into the city: the 
Council met, and determined to fend for the failors 
from the fliips ; and in the evening aft^r d^irk, fifteen 
or fixteen boats, with four or five hundred men at- 
tempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to Can- 
ton — were fired upon by the Chinefe boats and forts 
in paffing, and, with a few men wounded, were 
compelled to retreat. Nothing could furpafs the 
confternation and indecifion of the Council ; and after 
the moft humiliating language, they were obliged ;o 

JD d 2 appeafe 
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appeafethe Chincfe, and fettle the affair by - giving np 
the gunner of the fliip to their refentmeoL 

On the 29th December, 1784, I embarked iu the 

' Ponfbornc Eaft-Indiaman j Captain Hammet, in which 
I had come from Madrasjto China; and, after a tolerable 
voyage of five months and two days, got on board a 
fifliing-boat offFalmouth,and was put on jDbore there, 
having been exaftly four years and five days from 
England. 

Such was my impatience \.o fee you, that I wrote 
from Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We 
arrived there the fame day ; and never in my life did 
I experience fuch tranfports as in firfl: preffing you to 
my bofom : I found you all that my heart could wifli ; 
and I muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not 
one aftion of your life has tended fmce to give me a 
moment's pairi : on the contrary, I have every reafou 
to be flitisfied that my fanguine hopes of you will be 
realized. The turn of your thoughts and aftions have 
been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me \ 
and from your affeftion to myfelf and your mother, 
your gentle deportment to my domeflics, your frank- 
nefs and candour with your brother and fchool-fel- 
lows — even from your fondncfs for your favourite 
dog Pompd^^ and frequent filcnt contemplations of the 

• etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft 
plcafm.* prefagcs of purity and imiocence of heart, 
Iwectncfs of temper, and refined honour and gene- 
rofity. If it plcafes God to Ipare your life, and 
flrerigihcn your conftitution, I (hall ftill be the hap- 
pieft of men, liotwithftanding the inroad made upon 
my feelings by the hardfliips and'alBiclions I had un- 
dergone, of which many arofe from unavoidable ac- 
cident, and fome from malignant and unnatural per- 
fccution, arifing from bafc envy, diftated hy cowardly 
revenge. 1 do not with you to know who the wretches- 
are : I only wilh you to know that fuch de tellable 

pai&ons^ 
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paffions do exift in human nature — tliat, warned hj 
their wick^lnefs to me, you may, in your pro^rcfs 
through life, be cautious, temperate and guarded. 

Another thing I am anxious to imprefs upon the 
mind, particularly, of your* brother John, is the 
danger of a warm, impetuous temper. Many of the 
hazards and difficulties of my life arofe from the pre- 
dominance of a fiery fpirit, and an ungovernable, 
miftaken ambition. A fingle inftance will ferve tp 
Ihcw it. When I was under the command of Captain, 
afterwards General Mathews, in his regiment of 
cavalry, being cantoned at a place called Tuckolam, 
in the neighbourhood of extenfive woods, information 
was brought us that wild bulls infeftcd the neighbour- 
ing villages, and had killed fomc people : we pre- 
pared to enter the wood, and deftrdy, if poffible, 
thofe ferocious animals, v^hich had become the terror 
and deftruftion of the contiguous country. The origin 
of thofe wild herds was this — From time immemorial, 
a religious cuftom had prevailed among the Pagan in- 
habitants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the ac- 
compHThment' of any favourite purpofe, fuch as the 
fafe delivery of his wife, or the obtaining an employ- 
ment, &c. In procefs of time, thofe calves bred, and" 
became numerous and incredibly fierce. Independent^ 
ofprotefting the defencelefs natives, it was in itfelf a' 
moft interefting kind of hunting. The mode of doing 
it was this — A large party, well mountecj, galloping 
in a body up to a great flock, and marking out the 
fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him with 
fwords and piftols. One day, a bull which was 
wounded, and thereby rendered more fierce, though 
not Icfs vigorous, got ported in fome thick buliaes, in 
fuch a manner as to be approached only in front : a 
whitn of the moft extravagant kind came into my 
head, fu^gcfted by vain-^lory and youthful fire — I 
thought it ungenerous for fo many to attack him at 
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once 5 and, wifliing to have the credit of fubduing 
liim, I difmounted from my horfe, and attacked him 
wkhapike: I foon, however, had caufe* to repent 
this rafh and unwarrantable ftep ; it had nearly been 
fatal to me — for the bull foon threw the pike into 
the air, and, had it riot been for the very gallant ex- 
ertions of my brother officers, who rofie in upon him, 
and refcued me at the momept that the brute's horns 
had touched my coat, I muft have been killed. An 
Indian officer, who was in my troop, particularly 
diftinguifhed himfelf, at the imminent hazard of his 
life, the bull having tofled his horfe apd himfelf to a 
diftance from his horns. At this time I was but 
eighteen years of age, and had not the judgment to 
reflcft, that if I had been killed, my fate would be 
attended with. only pity or fcorn for my folly ; whereas, 
had I fucceeded, the whole reward of my danger 
would have been the ufelef. applaufe of fome young- 
frcrs, idle and inconfiderate as myfelf — while my 
raflmcfs would have been reprobated by every man 
Vvhofe good opinion was worth enjoying. One. or 
two people v/ho were prefent at thfe tfme, are now 
living in great repute in England. We fucceeded, 
however, in driving thofe wild cattle into t*he interior 
reccffes of the wood, dividing the flefli of thofe we 
killed among fuch of the poor Sepoys as would eat it, 
aiid thereby rendered elFential fervice to the contigu- 
ous villages. 

Often when I have heard, in coffee-hpufes and play- 
houTes, fome of our fporting fparks boafting of their 
prowefs over a timid hare or a feeble fox, I could not 
help recollefting with refpeft the hunters of India, 
who chafe the deftruftive monfters of the foreft — the 
boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffiilo ; " 
and, while they fteel the nerves, animate the courage, 
and, by habitual deeds of pith, fit themfelves for war, 
render effential fervice to their fellow creatures, and 

favc 
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fevc the lives and property ofthoufands. Such greats 
nefs of fpirit, under the controul of good fenfe, and 
the diredliou of prudence, mufl: render a man refpec- 
table- — but, if not managed with difcretion, leaves a 
man no other praife than that of a magnanimous mad- 
man. Take every opportunity, my dear Frederick, 
of inculcating thefe precepts in the mind of your bro- 
ther: the natural warmth of his temper often makes 
me fearful of the mifchicvous confequences which I 
have myfelf too often experienced — though, I thank 
God, it never Simulated me to revenge, or to a pre- 
meditated intention of hijuring any one. 

I have already faid more than once, that I have a 
mod perfect conviftion your amiable difpofition will 
cnfure to you the love of mankind ; but it will at the 
fame time fubjeft you to many impofitions — to guard 
againft which, a great fhare of fternnefs is fometimes 
neceffary : there is, bcfides, a certain degree of for* 
titude abfolutely requifitc to give luftre to a gentle 
difpofition ; without it, meeknefs is thought timidity 
-^modefty, weaknefs-^and the charming miklnefs of 
the forgiving beaft, abufed as the pitiful rcfource of 
abjeft apprehenfion and a meaa fpirit. There are 
times, therefore, when the w^ckcdnefs of men, and 
the cuftoms of the world, make it neceffary to lay 
afidethe lamb, and affume the lion. Europe at this 
moment prefents an awful and alarming crifis. In a 
neighbouring country, the conduft pf the higher claffes 
of fociety has produced a dreadful convuHion : focial 
order has been fubverted, and ihe liability of property 
annihilated : all reafoning from the hiilory of former 
times is fpund inapplicable to the prcfent : the fyftcm 
of warfare itfelf has undergone a revolution ; and no 
man is able to fay from pofitive inference, '^ Ihus 
will it be to-morrow.'* Our infuLir fituation, thunk 
God ! protefts us : and the precarious footing upon 
which civil order and property Hand in mo(t countries 
on the continent, tji^ke our fh^te in linglund enviable. 
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The time is ncvcrthclefs pregnant with ca^aordinirjr 
event ; and you are now approaching that age at 
which naen fliould be ready to aft at the call of their 
country. It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch 
.things the fubjeft of frequent contemplation — to habi- 
tuate your mind to the meeting of danger, fo as to 
be ready, at a moment's warnings to lay down your 
life, if neceflary, for the goocl of your country ; for, 
after all, my Frederick, what avails it whether we 
die in this way or in that ?— -to die with honour and 
a good confcience, is all. Let prejudice be laid afidc 
^ — and who, poffeffed of common lenfe, " could hcGtate 
a moment to prefer death in the field, to death with 
the loathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocodile 
tears of pretended friends, and the painfal emotions 
and lamentations of thofe who really love us ? 

Finally, I muft obferve, that at the time I left India, 
the affairs of the Britifli Nation wore fo very lower- 
ing an afpeft, all perfons acquainted with our con- 
cerns there, allowed nothing but a long fcries of wife 
mcafures, with the beft efficient fervants to execute 
them, could refcue the company from ruin. I anj 
happy in being able now to date, without the pofEbi- 
lity of contradiftion, that the clouds which menaced 
us in that quarter have fince been gradually diifipating 
beneath the meafurcs of the Board of Controul, 
under the direftion of Mr. Dundas ; and are at laft 
entirely difperfed by the glorious adminiftration of 
Lord CoRNWALLis, whofe wifdpm in the cabinet 
tended no lefs to the fecurity, than his military talents, 
juftice and moderation, to the honour, of Great 
Britain in the Eaft. The choice of fuch a perfon 
for the government of India, reflefts credit on His 
Majesty's Councils, and evinces that the paternal 
care and folicitude of our amiable Sovereign extend 

^o the moft remote part of the Empire. 

^ . • >. ■ • 

end of part III. 
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LETTER FROM GENERAL MAT^MiirT^ 



TO 



THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST 

INDIA COMPANY. 



(referred to in the foregoing letters.) 



Honourable Sirs, 

1 HAVE the honour of informing yon of the foccefs 
of your arms on the Malabar coaft. You will have received ad- 
vices of the outfct of the expedition from Bombay, and the -gene- 
ral purport of it. On the 12th of December, 1 failed with a fmall 
party; and thought proper, of my own accord, to land at Ra- 
jamundroog, in preference to any other place — becaufe, on this 
part of the coaft, I had the double advantage of being able to fe- 
cure myfelf until reinforced, and to procure provifions, which I 
could not have done at Cundapore, or any place to the South- 
ward, by reafon of the numerous garrifons, and tht vicinity of 
them to the capital. The meafures and difpofitlons of the gentle- 
men at Boftibay were fuch, that I could not place any dependence 
upon being timely reinforced from thence, or of having any fup- 
ply of provifions. Rajamandroog is on the tO|i of a high hill, 
and commands the entrance of the beil river on the coau. We 
took it by llorm. The moment we landed), a (hort time was taken 
up in preparing to move towards Onore ; for we had not a cooly, 
carriage, or bullock, to convey any ftpres. The battering can- 
non, ammunition, provifions, &c. were fent by fea; and the 
great additions that Hyder had made to the fortifications of 
Onor« and fortified Ifland, prevented my entering the river with 

the 
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the fmall craft, and obliged me to land every thing through a- 
heavy forf on the beach, and then to crofs the river to the North- 
ward of the fort. Thefe impediments were got over; and a 
pra»^icable breach being effeded, the aiTault was made — ^and the 
garrifon, confifting of two thoufand five hundred men, were 
either killed, drowned, or made prifoners.^ — Shortly after this 
event, the troops from the Southward, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Macleod, were landed at Raj^mundroog^ To wait for a junc- 
tion, would take up much time : fo, that not a moment (hould 
be. lofl, I embarked, and landed near Cundapore, under the fire 
of the Bombay Grab and the Intrepid, and immediately feized a 
fmall fort that ferved to fecure our ftores. The enemy were in 
fight, and fcemed numerous : fome prifoners that we took, 
reckoned them at twelve hundred horfe, one thoufand Sepoys, 
and five hundred Peons, My party was compofed of three hun- 
dred and fifty Europeans, fix hundred Sepoys, and four fmall 
field-pieces — with which I marched, firft towards the enemy, 
who drew back, and then I proceeded to Cundapore. They in- 
commoded my rear very much; but being determined to attack 
the fort, I only afted on the defenfive, and at feven in the even- 
ing got pofleffion of the fort, and the feveral redoubts that com- 
manded the river. " The grand object of the expedition, an at- 
tack upon Bidanore, remained to be undertaken ; and much fe- 
Irious rcfleclion it required before the hazardous enterprize fhpuld 
be determined on. — Your Honours will now take a view of the 
ftate of my army: No carriage-bullock, and the few draft not 
able to draw eight light field-pieces — not a cooly to carry muf- 
quet, ammunition or provifions — not a tent — and many officers. 
His Majesty's in particular, had not a fingle fervant— neither 
bullock or Iheep to be had, the enemy having drove them off. 
The army, at this lime, confifted of about eleven hundred effec- 
tive Europeans, and three thoufand Sepoys. The diltance from 
Cundapore to the foot of the Ghaut is thirty miles, through a 
\NOody country : the enemy's army had been reinfv)rced, and lay 
in the way. The reports of the ftreiigth of the various works 
that defended the pafs up the mountains, was fuchas gave me but 
very faint hope of fuccefs ; and the difficulty of fupplying my 
troops with rice, was almoft of itfelf fufficient to deter a perfon 
from the attempt. However, having pofitive orders to take j^of-^ 
feflion of Bidanore, I refolved to make a trial, and iffued direc- 
tions for the march. We had not gone fix miles, before the 
enemy oppofed us in force. We puflied forwards ; and, by the 
efFedl of well ferved artillery, and the (leadinefs of the men, the 
enemy retired as we advanced. The (kirmifh continued about 
three hours — after whi^h we were left to purfue our route un- 
moleded ; nor did the enemy make any fland till we we*-e on 
tliC fourth day's march, within three miles of the pafs — where, 

the 
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the ground being favoorable, they attempted cppc6ticn, and 
were roughly 'treated, lofiDg, by the bayonet and (hot, above 
three hundred men. They were purfued to a fmall fort, which 
was immediately abandoned ; and then fled to the firft barrier or 
entrance of the pafs. This was a line of mafonry that covered 
all the open ground, and was clofed by woods to the right and 
left. Upon, fix baftions were mounted fifteen pieces of cannon; 
and on the left was a work on a fleep mountain fifteen pieces of 
cannon ; and on the left was a work on a &eep mountain, with 
two twelve pounders. This altogether had too formidable an 
appearance to attack in front ; but having reconnoitred the right, 
I imagined that the flank might be turned by afcending. the hill 
through the wood. Early in the morning, two parties were 
formed — one to attempt the flank, the other to efcalade the wall ; 
but the enemy faved us that trouble by evacuating the place. 
This was a happy moment to try the pafs ; for the enemy, by 
felling trees, &c. would have thrown io many obftacles in the 
way, that 'the want of provifion would have compelled me to 
relinquifh jhe defign. A party was inftantly ordered to follow 
the enemy up the hill, which, with little lofs, gained the fecond 
barrier, on which were mounted eleven guns. Fifty of the 
enemy were killed or taken at this work. Having this fuccefs, 
I relieved the exhaufted by frefh detac|iments, which excited 
emulation, and encouraged the ardour of the Sepoys; for, to 
the unremitting exertions of this branch of your troops is due 
the honour of this day. Battery after battery was taken ; and 
the pofFeffion of the fort on the top of the Ghaut, about five ia 
the afiernoon, called Hyderghur, crowned the whole. At this 
fort we found monnted thirty pieces of cannon, from twentv-four 
to four pounders; and at the different works in the pafs, forty 
others, from four to twelve. 

When we contemplated the numerous redoubts and the height 
of the Ghaut, and were told by prifoners that we had drove off 
feventeen thoufand men, including difmountcd cavalry, regular 
Sepoys, and match-lock Peons, we could not confider the vic- 
tory we haci gained as due to us — our weak efforts would have 
been in vain^ Theprogrefs of your arms is to be afcribed to the 
Divine m iU. In -^hc courfe of this war, Providence has been 
peculiarly bountiful — When we were in want of rice, we were 
fure to find a fupply left for our ufe by the enemy — when our 
mufquet-ammunition was expended, the enemy's magazines lur- 
nifhed us abundantly — cannon we found in eycry fort, and fuch 
quantities of warlike ftores, that we are apt to fuppofe that Hy der 
fupplied all his garrifons from this coait and from Bidanore. 
Hyderghur is about fourteen miles from Hydernagur, aJiai 
Bidanprci the capital of the Province. 

Ia 
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In the night of the day that wc gained the Ghaut, I was vificed 
by Captain Donald Campbell, the fon of Colonel CHAitLSi 
Campbell. He had been wrecked off the coafl« was feiaedi 
and kept in irons, until the approach of this army caufed the 
Jemadar to releafe him, to employ him as an Ambaflador. Hii 
meifage was, that the Jemadar having loft his Mafter (Htdcr), 
and being upon bad terms with Tippoo Sahib, would willing- 
ly put himfelf under the protedion of the Company, provided 
that the management of the country was continued to him. The 
idea of getting pofTeffion of the capital and the forts of the king-* 
dom towards Serin gapatam, as well as the very great advantage 
I might exped from his experience, abilities and influence, with 
the weak ftate of my army, induced me to ciofe with the pro* 
pofal ; and I fent him a cowl, iignifying that his power and in- 
fluence (hould not be leiTened. This, tho' not drawn with a pen 
of a lawyer, was equal in value to the capital of Bidanorfc. Cap^- 
tain Campbell returned with it, and was to tell the Jemadar 
that I (hould march in the morning. >^ 

Not expeding the great fuccefs that we had met with by 
forcing the pafs on the main road, I had detached Lieatenant- 
Colonel Macleod to the left to afcend the Ghaut through a nar- 
row path, in order to attack Hyderghur in the rear. The ab- 
fence of this detachmeat, and the fatigue of the former day, re- 
duced my party to about four hundred Europeans and feven 
hundred Sepoys ; and all my guns were at the bottom of the 
Ghaut. With this detachment I moved towards Bidanore, and 
was within a mile of the walls before any meflage canie from 
Captain Campbell or the Jemadar: but having nothing to ap- 
prehend in the field from the panic-flrnck enemy, we continued 
our march until the welcome approach^ of Captain Campbell 
aflured me the place was our own. On entering it, I was pleafed 
to fee about four hundred of your Sepoys that had been taken 
in the Carnatic, who offered me their fervice. Upon viiiting 
the Jemadar, I repeated my aiTurances, that while he behaved 
faithfully to the Compamy, the management of the country (hould 
be continued to him ; and, although the fword muil be in your 
hands, that he (hould have as much power and influence as his 
ftation required, and that you would not refufe fettling upon 
him very ample allowances. The enemy being in force, and my 
army much weakened, with other difagreeable matters that oc- 
curred, prevented my further advance than to take pofleffion oi 
two forts to the Eaftward ; for, being apprehenfive that the Kil- 
lidar of Mangalore would not deliver up that place to the order 
of Htat Sahib, and confidering that famous fea-port of more 
confequence to your affairs than acquiring territory beyond the 
mountains, I held myfelf in readinefs to march that way, and 
was forced to lay iiege to it. A pradlicable breach being made, 

the 
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the Killidar thought proper to farrendcr it. Upon this happy 
event give me leave to congratulate you ; for it partly fecuret 
our conquefts from Carwar to Cananore. There are two or three 
places that I have not been able to fummons ; but as thefe gar- 
rifons cannot expedt any fuccour, they will fall of courfe. 

Thas have 1 given your honours a (liort recital^ from the firft 
landing of your arms on the 12th of December, to the redudioa 
of Mangalore on the 9th of March ; in which ihort time a feriet 
of fuccefs has attended us that can hardly be paralleled. All the 
enemy V marine has fallen in our hands, among which are eight 
fhips of the line^ either built or on the Hocks ; and five of them 
might be fent to fea in a fhort time. After informing you of 
the happy and glorious fuccefs of your arms, it is painful for me 
to tell you> that diffention in the army> on account of plunder 
and booty, has attifen to fuch a height as to threaten open mutiny. 
I have informed your Honours of the terms that the Jemadar re- 
quired, and that I in your name granted ; and you know, in how 
peaceablaa manner this capital was refigned to you. I am forry 
to fay,, that His Majesty's officers have been foremoft in the 
clamours ; and that the agents appointed by them have occa^ 
iioned me much trouble and anxiety, and a great deal of difcon- 
tent throughout the army. I fhall fend you copies of the feveral 
letters that have pafTed, for your determination. They may fup- 
pofe that I have appropriated treafure to my own ufe, or bar-* 
gained to reftore the private property of the Jemadar to him ; or 
that I (hould agree that he fhould call all treaitire and jewels hit 
private property, to the exclufion of what of right fliculd belong 
to the Honourable Company or the captors. I have only to affurc 
your Honours, 'that 1 have made no bargain whatever, either 
public or private, but what was expreflcd in the cowl fent froni 
Hyderghur, to which Captain Campbell Vas witnefs; and as 
I have frequently mentioned to my friends, that I would not re- 
ceive a prefent of confequence without the cnnfent of the Honour- 
able Company, I fhall inform you, that on my firft vifit the Jema- 
dar infilled on making me a prcfent of a'lack of rupees; and 
when he pleafed to give a donation to the army of two lacks and 
thirty thoufand of rupees, which fum waits your pleafure, he re- 
quelled 1 would accept of another lack of rupees. To both of thefe 
requefls refpeding myfelf, I replied, that provided yoiir Ho- 
nours would give me leave, 1 fhould certainly embrace that for- 
tunate moment to gain an independence, and fhall wait your or- 
ders as to the difpoGil of two lacks of rupees. How far my for- 
mer and the prefent ferviccs may entitle me to your good opinion, 
and to your acqaiefcence in thus rewarding nie, is left to the- 
generofity of your Honours; but I beg that you will believe, 
that, during the courfe of my ferviccs,. every thing of a iimiiar 
nature flialJ be laid before you. 

r 
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If it were po^ble to fatisfv the avidity of a body of men, thi^ 
little army would have a fafficiency of honoar and profit to fill 
the moft greedy ; bat the infirmities of nature are not to be con- 
trooled by reafon. Avarice of the moil pernicious tendency has 
pervaded the limits of fenfe, and flepped beyond the boands of 
doty. The army, not content . with acquiring, at the different 
places that has been taken on the coaft in (hips of war, naval 
ftoresy merchandize. Sec. &c. and in goods of various kinds at 
Bidanore, which altogether the Jemadar fays may be valued at 
thirty lacks of pagodas ; they feek to deprive the Jemadar of his 
private property, under pretence of the lawful rights of war ; 
and affume a flyle and manner in their clamours and united ad- 
dreiTes, that appears intended to force from me what I think 
ought to be prefer ved for the public fervice, and for the benefit 
of the Honourable Company. The manner that the fort and 
city was delivered to the Company^ does not authorize me to 
touch private property ; and the cowl implies a perfetl fecurity 
for all fuch. Would your honours be pleafed, that by any ra- 
pacious a<^lion of your Commander in Chief, that he or the troops 
Ihould forfeit the good opinion that may be entertained of them 
from their rapid fuccefs, or that the public fervice fhould be 
confidered as a fecondary objed? Qur name has fallen almoft to 
contempt ; but, as far as lays in my power, it fhall be recovered, 
if not raifed to its former eminence. 

Mangalore, Mrrcb 1 6, 1 783. 



THE END. 
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